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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA  

 

Laev, Walter Arthur (Sr.) 
1896 WI – 1959 WI 
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“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” Friday 12 Jan 1923 p 8 
 

 
“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 10 Feb 1933 p 2 

 

 
Walter Arthur Laev was the treasurer of the National Tuscania Survivors Association – 

“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 16 Dec 1933 p 2 
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Herbert Schostak writes home about Walter Arthur Laev – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” 

Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 1 
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Obituary of Walter Arthur Laev Sr. – “Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 

25 Sep 1959 p 9 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5Q4-X3NV  



7 
 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Obituary of wife Myrtle Hansen Laev – “Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 

21 Sep 1962 p 2 
 

Career: 
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“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 21 Apr 1922 p 6 
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“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 23 Jul 1937 p 6 
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“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 4 Nov 1938 p 5 
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“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 27 Sep 1946 p 50 
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“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 12 Sep 1947 p 15 

 
 
 

Parents: 
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Twenty Years Ago [i.e. 1893] “Omaha (NE) Daily Bee” Saturday 14 Jun 1913 p 10 

 

 
Obituary of father Arthur Laev – “Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 21 

Dec 1928 p 7 
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“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 3 Oct 1930 p 2 

 
Children: 

 
 
 

 
Baptism of daughter Beatrice Anela Laev – Ascension Evangelical Lutheran Church, born 

16 Jun 1927, baptized 8 Sep 1932 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60722/images/41742_314727-

02030?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1311439  
 

 
Beatrice Anela Laev – Milwaukee-Downer College yearbook 1946 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_i24071-
00025?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24186&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=1359311

557  
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60722/images/41742_314727-02030?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1311439
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60722/images/41742_314727-02030?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1311439
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_i24071-00025?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24186&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=1359311557
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_i24071-00025?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24186&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=1359311557
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_i24071-00025?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24186&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=1359311557
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Beatrice Anela Laev – Milwaukee-Downer College yearbook 1948 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_i23935-
00043?treeid=173303506&personid=422248509562&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB2418

9&_phstart=successSource&pId=1359075004 
 

 
Obituary of daughter Beatrice Anela Laev Barlow Colville – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) 

Saturday 5 Nov 1988 p 86 
 



17 
 

   
Obituary of daughter Beatrice’s 1st husband, Robert Darwin Barlow (ne Berlowitz) – 

“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Friday 15 Apr 2005 p 34  
 

  
 

baptism of son Walter Arthur Laev Jr. in Ascension Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukee WI on 
8 Sep 1932, born 3 Feb 1929 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60722/images/41742_314727-
02030?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1311440 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60722/images/41742_314727-02030?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1311440
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60722/images/41742_314727-02030?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1311440
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Walter Arthur Laev Jr., Washington High School yearbook, Milwaukee WI 

1947 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_5541_1947_0109?treeid=15
4023178&personid=262036946081&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24171&_phstart=successSour

ce&pId=446625878 
 
 

 
Walter Arthur Laev Jr. – University of WI football team 1948 – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Sunday 

5 Sep 1948 p 12 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/517920067/?terms=%22walter%20laev%22&match=1  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_5541_1947_0109?treeid=154023178&personid=262036946081&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24171&_phstart=successSource&pId=446625878
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_5541_1947_0109?treeid=154023178&personid=262036946081&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24171&_phstart=successSource&pId=446625878
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_5541_1947_0109?treeid=154023178&personid=262036946081&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB24171&_phstart=successSource&pId=446625878
https://www.newspapers.com/image/517920067/?terms=%22walter%20laev%22&match=1
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Engagement of son Walter Arthur Laev Jr. to Luan Eyster – “Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” Friday 2 

May 1952 p 4 
 

 
Luan Eysterhttps://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/173303506/person/422248509206/media/a0ae625f-68d3-4c0d-8726-
ee551413d7dc?_phsrc=hFB24169&_phstart=successSource 
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http://www.wfbvillage.org/DocumentCenter/View/1330/0070_BayLeaves_jan2021 
 

Brother: 
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Obituary of brother Herbert Gerald Laev – “Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 12 

Apr 1957 p 3 
 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 28 Mar 1942 p 8 
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3265 N. Sherman Blvd., Milwaukee WI 

 
Name: Walter Arthur Laev (Sr.) 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Eng. - private 
Serial number:  251,683 
Entered service from:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walter A. Laev 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. A. Laev, 1513 State St., Milwaukee WI  
Returned from war on:  "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Walter A. Laev 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Ella Laev, 557 Farwell Ave., Milwaukee WI (wagoner, 
107th Engineer Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):   
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster):  3265 N. Sherman Blvd., Milwaukee WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Walter Arthur Laev - b. 12 Jan 1896 Milwaukee WI; res: 
3265 N. Sherman Blvd., Milwaukee WI. NOK Myrtle Laev, same address. Employed at Bailey Motor 
Car Co., 2529 W. State St., Milwaukee WI. Height: 70 inches (5’10”) – 190 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Walter A. Laer & Walter Arthur Laev 
Enlisted 25 Jul 1917 
Discharged 27 May 1919 
Address:  357 Farwell Ave., Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit:  wagoner, 107th Engineers Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Jan 1896 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI  
Died: 17 Sep 1959 Oak Creek, Milwaukee WI (Columbia Hospital, after suffering heart attack on 9 
Sep 1959)  
Find A Grave record:  43281206 – presence on Tuscania noted in text  
Burial location:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery:  Greenwood 
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Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Arthur Laev, 1870 Oconto, Oconto WI – 13 or 14 Dec 1928 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Son 
of Joseph Laev. Member of Temple Emanu-El B’Ne Jeshurun; noted as deceased since the last 
annual meeting of the temple in “Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 31 May 1929 
p 1. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Find A Grave:  43281179 
 
Mother: Ella Heller Laev, 22 Jan 1873 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 5 Aug 1942 Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. Daughter of Leopold Heller (1841-1918, F: 127169614) & Fanny Vradel Rinskopf 
(1845-1909 NE). Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Find A Grave:  43281178 
Parents’ marriage: 14 Jun 1893 Omaha, Douglas NE   
 
Spouse:  Myrtle Beatrice Hansen Laev, 17 Feb 1893 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 11 Sep 1962 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. SSN 394-16-7403. Daughter of George J. Hansen (1859-1938, F: 
110602208) & Anna (1858-1934, F: 110602244). Baptized 17 Sep 1893 in Ascension Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. -  In the 1910 census for Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, 
Myrtle (17 WI) lived with her parents, George J. Hansen (50 WI, life insurance agent) & Anna (51 
Norway).  
Spouse Find A Grave:  43281208 
Marriage: ca. 1926 
 
Children: 

• Beatrice Anela Laev Barlow Colville, 16 Jun 1927 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 3 Nov 1988 
Phoenix, Maricopa AZ.  Baptized 8 Sep 1932 in Ascension Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. -  Attended women’s college Milwaukee-Downer College. 
“Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 21 Sep 1945 p 4 – freshman at 
Milwaukee-Downer College: Beatrice Laev, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Walter Laev of N. 
Prospect Ave. – Wife of Robert Darwin Barlow (whose original surname was Berlowitz, son 
of Louis Berlowitz & Rose Abramson). Robert Barlow is buried in National Memorial 
Cemetery of Arizona, Phoenix, Maricopa AZ, F: 36462351; was survived by wife Nancy. - 
1956 La Crosse WI city directory: Barlow, Robt D. (Beatrice A.), president-treasurer Bob 
Barlow Motors Inc., residents of RD 1 Wedgewood Terrace. -  Was Mrs. Robert D. Barlow of 
Brookfield WI when her father Walter died Sep 1959. Buried as Beatrice Colville in All Saints 
Episcopal Church Cemetery, Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. F: 205134319 

• Walter Arthur Laev Jr., 3 Feb 1929 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 15 Nov 1979 Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. SSN 395-20-5055. “Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle” (Milwaukee WI) Friday 8 
Feb 1929 p 2 – a son was born Sunday, 3 Feb 1929 to Mr. & Mrs. Walter Laev of Sherman 
Blvd. - Baptized in Ascension Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI on 8 
Sep 1932. Served in the US Army 15 Sep 1952 to 10 Aug 1954. Marry Luan Eyster, daughter 
of Daniel D. Eyster. She later married David Graves Delahunt, Jr.  

 
Sibling:  

• Herbert Gerald Laev, 31 Mar 1894 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 5 Apr 1957 Manhattan, NY, 
NY. SSN 389-09-8321. When he registered in 1917 for the WWI draft, he resided at 1513 
State St., Milwaukee WI & was a salesman for Pfaffmann Egg Noodle Co., Cleveland OH. - 
Served in WWI. Married Ruth Alma Blink (Blinkenstein), b. 1899. In 1940 census for 
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Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, Herbert Laev, 21 WI, parents b. WI, salesman, clothing store 
lived with in-laws Sam E. Blink (51 Poland Germany, manager, clothing store)) & Jennie 
Blink (42 Vienna, Austria). He is listed as their son-in-law but his wife is listed as their 
daughter, Ruth A. Blink (20 WI), also her brother Milton M. Blink (15 WI). – In 1942, Herbert 
lived in Whitefish Bay WI but was self-employed at 3047 W. North Ave., Milwaukee WI. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Burlington (WI) Free Press” 21 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the Tuscania survivors: Laev, W.A., 
Milwaukee WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 30 Sep 1920 p 2 – incorporated at the WI Secretary of State 
on Wednesday: Auto Investment Co. of Milwaukee WI, capital $25,000, W.A. Laev, B.F. Anger, L.A. 
Bailey 
 
1932 Milwaukee WI city directory 
Laev 
Walter A. (Myrtle), vice-president/secretary, Bailey Motor Car Co., resident 3265 N. Sherman Blvd., 
Milwaukee WI 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle" 25 Sep 1959 p 9 - Walter A. Laev, Sr., age 63, board chairman for the 
past 1-1/2 years of Walter Laev, Inc. (a Ford dealership at 2529 W. State St., Milwaukee). Funeral 20 
Sep 1959 with burial in Greenwood Cemetery. Resident of 3901 N. Prospect Ave., Shorewood WI. 
Was a Ford salesman since when the car "came into being" in the early 1900s.  
 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – indexed (misread) as LAW but it is Laev if read correctly  
Arthur Laev, 29 WI, Jun 1870, parents b. Germany, married 7 years, lumber merchant 
Ella, 27 WI, Jan 1873, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Gerald, 6 WI, Mar 1894, at school 
Walter, 4 WI, Jan 1896 
 
1905 WI state census – Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Arthur Laev, 34 Wi, parents b. Germany [misread & indexed as Darthir], gas store dealer 
Ella, 32 WI 
Herbert G., 11 WI 
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Walter A., 9 WI 
 
1910 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - indexed (misread) as LAW but it is Laev if read correctly 
Arthur Laev, 40 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 17 years, city (?) salesman, scrap 
Ella, 36 WI, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Herbert, 16 WI, student, school 
Walter, 14 WI, student, school 
 
1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – Farwell Ave. - indexed (misread) as LAW but it is Laev if read 
correctly 
Arthur A. Laev, 50 WI, father b. Bohemia, mother b. Germany, commercial traveler, oil 
Ella, 45 WI, father b. Bohemia, mother b. Germany 
Walter A., 23 WI, commercial traveler, automobiles 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 1389 Sherman Blvd. – conducted 21 Apr 1930 - indexed (misread) 
as LAW but it is Laev if read correctly 
Walter A. Laev, 34 WI, parents b. WI, age 30 at 1st marriage, vice president, auto dealer, WWI 
veteran 
Myrtle H., 34 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Norway, age 30 at 1st marriage 
Beatrice, 2 years 10 months WI 
Walter, 1 year 2 months WI 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 3265 Sherman Blvd. – in same house in 1935 - indexed (misread) 
as LAW but it is Laev if read correctly 
Walter A. Laev, 44 WI, official, auto sales co. 
Myrtle, 44 WI 
Beatrice, 12 WI 
Walter, 11 WI 
 


