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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Lansdown, Wayman Nelson (Sr.) 
1895 TX – 1949 TX 
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Obituary of Wayman Nelson Lansdown – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 12 Nov 

1949 p 2 
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Obituary of Wayman Nelson Lansdown – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Friday 11 Nov 1949 

p 10 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-2375-

K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BS4-D76Z 
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TX death certificate of Wayman Nelson Lansdown - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062355-
03318?pId=23931814 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062355-03318?pId=23931814
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062355-03318?pId=23931814
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Veteran tombstone application – recipient of the Purple Heart - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_520307095_0395-
00544?pId=1508353  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_520307095_0395-00544?pId=1508353
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_520307095_0395-00544?pId=1508353
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Wife: 
 

 
TX death certificate of his wife, Ida Ann Rose Raney Lee Lansdown - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062535-
02888?pId=22845508 
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Obituaries of wife Iva Ann Rose Lee Lansdown -  

Left: “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Friday 19 Dec 1958 p 27 – right: p 46 
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Obituary of wife Iva Ann Rose Lee Lansdown – Find A Grave  46475666 

 
Parents: 

 

 
Marriage license of parents Hiram Lansdown & Malinda J. Underwood – “Lawrence (KS) 

Daily Journal” Tuesday 13 Mar 1877 p 4 
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“Topeka (KS) State Journal” Wednesday 14 Mar 1877 p 2 
 

 
TX death certificate of mother Malinda Jane Underwood Lansdown, 1858-1951 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062386-
01622?pId=22181665  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062386-01622?pId=22181665
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062386-01622?pId=22181665
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“Perry (KS) Mirror” Thursday 5 Dec 1912 p 5 

 
Siblings: 
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TX death certificate of brother Perry Dice Lansdown, 1880 – 1945 (21 Dec) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062283-
03438?pId=23902062  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062283-03438?pId=23902062
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062283-03438?pId=23902062
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TX death certificate of brother Calvin Dewey Lansdown, 1887-1966 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062722-
00973?pId=1520161  

 
Children: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062722-00973?pId=1520161
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062722-00973?pId=1520161
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TX birth certificate of son William Nelson Lansdown Jr. - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061416-
02919?pId=1693232 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061416-02919?pId=1693232
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061416-02919?pId=1693232
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TX birth certificate of twin daughter Era Dell Lansdown - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061451-
03336?pId=2065364 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061451-03336?pId=2065364
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061451-03336?pId=2065364
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Daughter Era Dell Lansdown Massey – Find A Grave 184218165  
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TX death certificate of twin daughter Vera Nell Lansdown, 24 Sep 1920 – 22 Sep 1921 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061883-

02492?pId=30038692  
 

Stepchildren: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061883-02492?pId=30038692
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061883-02492?pId=30038692
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Stepson Emmett Ray Raney, his wife Lulia Taylor Raney & their twin daughters, Nannette & 

Jannette, ca. 1937 –  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27058692/person/26883079019/media/4ee58148-790a-4106-8ab3-
d20b0f9eb6df 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27058692/person/26883079019/media/4ee58148-790a-4106-8ab3-d20b0f9eb6df
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27058692/person/26883079019/media/4ee58148-790a-4106-8ab3-d20b0f9eb6df
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27058692/person/26883079019/media/4ee58148-790a-4106-8ab3-d20b0f9eb6df
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Obituary of stepson Clarence H. Lee, 1909 – 1994 LA – “Longview (TX) News-Journal” 

Wednesday 26 Oct 1994 p 13 
 

          
 

Name: Wayman Nelson Lansdown (Sr.) 
Name variations: Wagmon W. Lansdown 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,481 
Entered service from:  Burke, Angelina TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Wagmon W. Lansdown  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. Iva Lansdown, Burke Burnett TX [Burkburnett, Wichita Co. TX] 
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Wayman N. Lansdown  
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mrs. Iva Lansdown, Jayton TX (pvt, Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Wayman Nelson Lansdown - b. 7 Jan 1895 Baird TX; res: 
Jayton, Kent TX. Single. Has dependent mother & father. Farmer for myself, near Jayton TX. Medium 
height, stout build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Wayman Nelson Lansdown - b. 7 Jan 1895 Baird TX; res: 
PO Box 571, Jayton, Kent TX. NOK E.R. Raney, Jayton TX [stepson]. Self-employed at Jayton TX. 
Height: 71 inches, 180 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 10 Oct 1917 
Discharged 28 Apr 1919 
Address:  Jayton TX 
Rank/unit:  cook, Co. C, 125th Infantry 
 
TX, WWI service record: 
Wayman N. Lansdown, serial 251481, resident of Jayton, Kent TX. Born Baird City TX. Inducted into 
Army at Clairemont TX on 10 Oct 1917 at age 22 years, 8 months. In Co. 39, 10th Battalion, 165th 
Depot Brigade to ----; in 3rd Infantry Tr Bn to ---; in 7th Co., 1st Infantry Tr Regt to 18 Apr 1918; in Co. C, 
125th Infantry to discharge. Promoted to cook 1 Nov 1918. Slightly wounded 31 Jul 1918. Overseas 
24 Jan 1918 to 22 Mar 1919. Discharged 28 Apr 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Jan 1895 Baird City, Callahan TX (Callahan Co. – Find A Grave & TX Deaths)  
Died: 10 Nov 1949 Jayton, Kent TX (at his home in Jayton TX; coronary thrombosis)  
Find A Grave record:  46466086 (Find A Grave header reads Waymon - tombstone inscribed 
Wayman) – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Jayton, Kent TX 
Cemetery:  Jayton 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Texas Cook 125 Inf 32 Div WWI PH [Purple Heart]  
 
Father:  Hiram/Harmon M./N. Lansdown, 22 Apr 1854 Carter Co. KY – after 1920 (alive in census, 
probably in TX. Son of James W. Lansdown & Sarah (Sally) Overby. Buried in Jayton Cemetery, 
Jayton, Kent TX. F: 166633881 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Malinda (Linda) Jane Underwood Lansdown, 19 Dec 1858 KY – 1 Jun 1951 Jayton, Kent TX. 
Daughter of Nelson Underwood & Delia Evans. Buried in Jayton Cemetery, Jayton, Kent TX. 
Find A Grave:  166634067 
Parents’ marriage:  8 Mar 1877 Williamstown, Jefferson Co. KS  – Hiram M. Lansdown to Malinda J. 
Underwood 
 
Spouse:  Iva Ann Rose Raney Lee Lansdown, 15 Apr 1888 TX – 17 Dec 1958 Freeport, Brazoria TX. 
Daughter of Jackson McKinney (“Mack”) Rose & Salina Artimessie Johnston. 
On 4 Dec 1904 in Brown Co. TX., Iva married John Thomas Raney (26 Oct 1885 Milan Co. TX – 16 Oct 
1952 Cameron, Milan TX), the son of Arthur Raney & Jo Ann/Joan Permelia Baldridge. Their son 
Emmett was born 28 Aug 1905. Apparently John & Iva were divorced by 6 Nov 1909, the date when 
John married Alice Cryer in Milam Co. TX. In 1930, John married Ella Evander Glass (1898-1983).  
John is buried in Sharp Cemetery, Cameron, Milan TX, F: 13501856. 
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Married in 1908 to Ernie Vivian/Vernon Lee (27 Oct 1889 Mason Co. TX – 28 Nov 1916 Kent Co. TX). 
Ernie was the son of William Oliver Lee & Celia Ann Womble. The couple had 2 sons, Clarence & 
Edward. He died at age 28 & was a farmer. Ernie is buried in Jayton Cemetery, Jayton, Kent TX. F: 
85804659. 
Iva died of circulatory collapse in Braosport Memorial Hospital; she had heart problems for a few 
years. A resident of 110 Jonquil St., Lake Jackson, Brazoria TX at the time of her death. Iva is buried 
in Jayton Cemetery, Jayton, Kent TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  46475666 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• William (also Wayman) Nelson (“Bill”) Lansdown (Jr.), 8 Jun 1918 Jayton, Kent TX – 2007. His 
TX birth certificate lists him as his mother’s 4th child. Husband of Norma Jean Halter (1929-
2003) whom he married 19 Mar 1949 AR. Resident of Little Rock, Pulaski AR in Dec 1958. 
Buried in Restwood Memorial Park, Clute, Brazoria TX. F: 40457195 

• Era Dell Lansdown Massey, 24 Sep 1920 Kent Co. TX – 7 Oct 2017 Danbury, Brazoria TX. 
Twin sister of Vera Nell Lansdown. Her TX birth certificate lists her as the 1st of twin births; 
she was her mother’s 5th child, with 6 (counting twin sister Nell) now living. Sunday School 
teacher, secretary & treasurer for Congregational Methodist Church in Clute TX for 24 
years. Beautician (hair stylist) who managed 2 beauty shops. – Married John Douglas 
(“Jack”) Massey (1918 TX – 1997 TX, F: 10653185, an Army veteran of WWII) on 26 Apr 1941. 
He was the son of Hugh Thomas Massey & Ella May Grigsby. They had been married 56 
years when he died in Aug 1997. Survived by son & daughter. Buried in Restwood Memorial 
Park, Clute, Brazoria TX. F: 184218165 

• Vera Nell Lansdown, 24 Sep 1920 Kent Co. TX – 22 Sep 1921 TX. Twin sister of Era Dell 
Lansdown. She was the 2nd of the twin girls born. Died at 11 months 28 days of cirrhosis of 
the liver. Her TX death record reports she was buried in the Jayton Cemetery, Jayton, Kent 
TX on 23 Sep 1921 but she is not on Find A Grave as of 13 Jul 2021.  

 
Stepson: by his wife Iva Ann Rose’s 1st marriage, to John Thomas Raney 

• Emmitt Ray Raney, 28 Aug 1905 Bangs, Brown TX – 3 Apr 1969 Stamford, Jones TX. Referred 
to as E.R. Raney. Resident of Stamford TX in Dec 1958. Husband of Lulia Taylor (1908-1994) 
whom he married in 1925. Buried in Highland Cemetery, Stamford, Haskell TX. F: 41295513  

 
Stepchildren: by his wife Iva Ann Rose’s 2nd marriage, to Ernie Vivian Lee: 

• Clarence Henry Lee, 21 Sep 1909 Jayton, Kent TX – 22 Oct 1994 Shreveport, Caddo Parish 
LA.  Husband of Delia Beatrice Cox (1912-1989, F: 125772932) whom he married 18 Jun 
1927. Buried in Kilgore Memorial Gardens, Smith Co. TX. F: 125772890  

• Edward Vivian (“Shorty”) Lansdown, 12 Sep 1911 TX – 6 Jul 1989 Fort Bend Co. TX. SSN 450-
05-4503. Enlisted in the US Army at Camp Wolters TX on 6 Feb 1942. Husband of Emma 
Dillie Stifflemire (1924-2001, F: 39325209) whom he married 16 May 1943 in Harris Co. TX. 
E. Dillie was the daughter of William Thomas Stifflemire (1884-1963, F: 55898573) & Carrie 
Alberta (Berta) Franklin (1887-1976, F: 55898695).  Buried in Restwood Memorial Park, 
Clute, Brazoria TX. F: 39325166 

 
Siblings:  
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• Perry Dice Lansdown, 22 Mar 1890 Jefferson Co. KS – 21 Dec 1945 Stamford, Jones TX.  Not 
listed with the family in Jayton, Kent TX in the 1900 census.  In the 1910 census Perry D. 
Lansdown, 30 KS, parents b. KY, is a laborer, egg packer, boarding in Topeka, Shawnee KS. - 
On his WWI (12 Sep 1918) draft registration, Perry Dice Lansdown lives in Ventura, Cerro 
Gordo Co. IA, employed in “teaming” at Cement Product Co., Spencer, Clay IA. His NOK is 
Mrs. H.M. Lansdown of Jayton, Kent TX [mother]. He is 38 years old, of medium height & 
build. – On his WWII (1942) draft registration, Perry Dice Lansdown is a resident of Jayton, 
Kent TX. His NOK is Mary Jane Lansdown, Jayton TX [mother]. The card is crossed through 
with a large “X” with the note: “Deceased Dec. 21, 1945.”  Listed as single in all censuses & 
on TX death record.  

• Calvin Dewey Lansdown, 1 Nov 1897 TX – 12 Aug 1966 Stamford, Jones TX. SSB 459-16-
0936. Referred to as “Dewey” or C. Dewey.  TX death record lists him as never married. Died 
in the Stamford Hospital, a resident of Jayton TX. Buried in Jayton Cemetery, Jayton, Kent TX 
(according to TX death certificate) but not on Find A Grave as of 13 Jul 2021. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“La Meschacebe” (Bonnet Carre LA) 16 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: Wagmon W. 
Lansdown, Burkburnett TX 
 
Slightly wounded 13 Jul 1918, earning him the Purple Heart.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Abilene [TX] Reporter-News" 11 Nov 1949 p 5 - as Waymon Nelson, retired Jayton TX farmer, burial 
in Jayton, funeral pending, b. 7 Jan 1895 Callahan Co., moved to Kent Co. with parents 1893, WWI 
Co. C, 125th Inf., wounded 13 Jul 1918, discharged Apr 1919. Survived by wife Iva (Rose), son, 
daughter, mother Mrs. Linda Jane Lansdown (Jayton TX) & brother. Had spent several months 
earlier in the year in the veterans’ hospitals in Temple TX & Waco TX.  
  
Social Security number: 462-10-9682 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Jayton, Kent TX 
Hiram M. Lansdown, 46 KY, Apr 1854, parents b. KY, married 23 years, farm laborer 
Malinda J., 41 KY, Dec 1858, parents b. KY, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Wayman N., 5 TX Jan 1895 
Calvin D., 2 TX, Nov 1897 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 2, Kent Co. TX 
Harman M. (N?) Lansdown, 55 KY, parents b. KY, married 33 years, farmer, farm 
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Malinda J., 51 KY, parents b. KY, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Wayman N., 15 TX 
Calvin D., 12 TX 
& father-in-law Nelson Underwood, 81 KY, parents b. KY, widow 
& boarder John H. Mcdonal, 27 AR, parents b. AR, carpenter, house 
 
1920 Jayton, Kent TX 
Waymond N. Lansdown, 25 TX, parents b. US, laborer, farm 
Ivy A. Lansdown, 30 TX, parents b. TX 
Emmitt Lee, 14 TX, parents b. TX [he is actually Emmett Ray Raney] [stepson] 
Clarence Lee, 8 TX, parents b. TX [stepson] 
W.N. Lee, 2 TX, parents b. TX [listed as son – his surname is actually Lansdown] 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 2, Kent Co. TX – parents, brother & maternal grandfather 
Nelson Underwood, 91 KY, parents b. KY [head of household] 
Harmon M. Lansdown, 65 KY, parents b. KY, farmer, general [son-in-law] 
Malinda J. Lansdown, 62 KY, parents b. KY [daughter] 
Calvin D. Lansdown, 22 TX, farmer, home farm [grandson] 
& hired man Jack Jay, 21 TX, laborer, farmer 
 
1930 Precinct 2, Kent Co. TX 
W.N. Lansdown, 35 TX, father b. KS, mother b. KY, age 22 at 1st marriage, farmer, WWI veteran 
Iva, 40 TX, parents b. MO, age 15 at 1st marriage [wife] 
W.N. Lansdown Jr., 11 TX [son] 
Dell, 9 TX [daughter – misindexed/misread as Delf] 
Edward V. Lee, 18 TX [stepson] 
 
1930 Precinct 2, Kent Co. TX – mother & 2 brothers 
Melinda J. Lansdown, 71 KY, widow, parents b. KY 
Perry D., 50 KS, single, parents b. KY, laborer, farm 
C. Dewey, 32 TX, single, parents b. KY, farmer, farm 
[neither Perry or Calvin Dewey are listed as veterans] 
 
1940 Jayton, Kent TX – all in same place in 1935 
Wayman Lansdown, 48 TX [no occupation] 
Iva Lansdown, 53 X 
& lodger Finis Wright, 57 TX, trouble shooter, oil mill (well?) 
 
1940 Kent Co. TX – mother & 2 brothers – same house in 1935 
M. Jane Lansdown, 81 KY, widow 
Perry D. Lansdown, 60 KS, single, farmer, farm [son] 
Calvin Dewey Lansdown, 42 TX, single, farmer, farm [son\ 
& work hand Jimmie Gesst, 50 MS, divorced 
 
 


