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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Lankenau, Walter Henry 
1892 NY – 1938 NY 
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Left: Walter Henry Lankenau, from Find A Grave 127884306 – Right: from “NY Evening World” 8 Feb 
1918 p 3 
 

 
“New York Tribune” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“New York Herald” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 

 
 



4 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPL5-PVYH
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-2398-
K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BS4-ZK3Z 

 

 

 
Is this him? “Brooklyn Times Union” Tuesday 16 Jul 1929 p 36 
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Him? “Brooklyn Times Union” 10 Jun 1932 p 58 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of his sister Edith Lankenau Biele – “Yonkers (NY) Herald Statesman” Sunday 13 Jul 1986 

p 4 
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Marriage of his brother John C. Lankenau on 1 Nov 1929 in Lorain Co. OH to Nelda Murphy - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17963-3122-
58?pId=1054067629 
 

Children: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17963-3122-58?pId=1054067629
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17963-3122-58?pId=1054067629
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Obituary of daughter Edith M. Lankenau Moore – “Wilkes-Barre (PA) Times-Leader” Friday 15 Dec 

2006 p 1- 
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Obituary of son John Clausen Lankenau, died 16 Aug 2018 - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/nytimes/name/john-lankenau-obituary?pid=190010905  
 
Name: Walter Henry Lankenau 
Name variations: Lankemau 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,742 
Entered service from:  New York, New York NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walter Lankenau 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. J.C. Lankenau, 301 E. 162nd St., NY, NY 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/nytimes/name/john-lankenau-obituary?pid=190010905
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Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as:  Walter H. Lankenau 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Adelin Lankenau, 301 E. 162nd St., NY, NY (pvt, 18th 
Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Walter H. Lankenau - b. 14 Apr 1892 NY, NY; res: 943 
Monroe, Corvallis, Benton Co. OR. Single. Field assistant, forest pathology, US government. 
Military experience: corporal, OAC Cadet Regiment for 2 ½ years in OR. Medium height, slender 
build. Registered on 21 May 1917 (in advance of national registration day on 5 Jun 1917) 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 10 Dec 1917 
Discharged 13 Jun 1919 
Address:  141 Fremont St., Peekskill NY 
Rank/unit:  private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 14 Apr 1892 NY, NY  
Died: 21 Dec 1938 Germantown, Columbia NY   
Find A Grave record:  127884306 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Germantown, Columbia NY 
Cemetery:  Viewmont 
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  John Christopher Lankenau Sr., 2 Aug 1856 NY – 1937 NY. Son of Martin Lankenau & Anna 
Elizabeth Schroeder. On his passport application of 18 Jun 1885, John C. Lankenau, age 28 years 
10 months, b. Brooklyn NY 2 Aug 1856.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Adelia Marie Menke Lankenau, 30 Sep 1867 Germany – 27 May 1932 Bronx NY. Daughter of 
Henry Menke & Anna Boeckmann.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  25 Apr 1888 Manhattan NY 
 
Spouse:  Lillie Marie Jurges Lankenau, 30 Aug 1893 Manhattan, NY, NY – Dec 1971 Coxsackie, 
Greene NY. Daughter of Frederick H. Jurges & Anne Clausen.  Buried in Viewmont Cemetery, 
Germantown, Columbia NY. 
 
Spouse Find A Grave:  127884362 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Dorothy Marvine Lankenau Johnson, 2 Jul 1920 Seattle, King WA – 24 Jan 1988 Vallejo, 
Solano CA. SSN 084-14-0238. Wife of Thomas Johnson (according to Ancestry.com family 
tree).  But a Dorothy M. Lankenau married Robert W. Johnson on 6 Jun 1950 in Bronx NY. - 
Social Security reports a surname change to Johnson in Jul 1950. 

• Walter John Henry Lankenau, 1 Jun 1922 NYC NY – 27 Jul 2009 Hudson, Columbia NY. 
Listed as navigator in obituary (original unviewed). Enlisted in US Army Air Corps in Albany 
NY on 7 Sep 1942, serial 12138287. –  Married on 21 Dec 1946 in Hudson, Columbia NY to 
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Mary Elsa Wischhusen (1922 NY – 2005 NY), the daughter of Frederick George Wischhusen 
& Fannie Louise Witherhead, SSN 062-12-0307. - Married on 5 Jun 1980 to Rosemary Doris 
Dugan Bissell (1917 NY – 1997), SSN 050-16-9232, the daughter of Richard Dugan & Loretto 
M. Gibbons, who had married Donald Bissell on 21 Jun 1935. Rosemary is buried in St. John 
the Baptist Cemetery, Schenectady, Schenectady NY, F: 169974780. - Resident of Ocala FL 
in Jul 1986l. Buried in Viewmont Cemetery, Germantown, Columbia NY. F: 127884230 

• Edith Menke Lankenau, 9 May 1924 Peekskill, Westchester NY – 11 Dec 2006 Wilkes-Barre, 
Luzerne PA. SSN 068-18-3889. Wife of Joseph Francis Moore (1914-1970, F: 107450239) 
whom she married 25 Jun 1947 in NYC. Her obituary said she was buried in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Hanover township, Luzerne PA (where her husband Joseph Moore is buried) but 
she is not on Find A Grave as of 12 Jul 2021.   

• John Clausen Lankenau, 9 Jul 1928 Germantown, Columbia NY – 16 Aug 2018 Tivoli, 
Dutchess NY. SSN 715-939-1390 Valedictorian of Germantown High School (1945). Served 
2 years in US Navy. Graduate of Cornell University in electrical engineering in 1952. 
Graduate of Cornell University Law School (1955). His illustrious law career is outlined in 
his obituary (copied above from the “NY Times” 21 Aug 2018.) –- Married Alison Lanckton 
(who survived him) in 1965 in Manhattan NY.  

 
Siblings:  Walter was the 2nd of 4 children 

• Edith M. Lankenau Biele, 14 Sep 1890 NY – Jul 1986 Yonkers, Westchester NY. SSN 092-20-
1740. Wife of Edward Caspar Biele (1887-1946) whom she married 25 Apr 1916 Bronx NY.  

• Adele Anna Lankenau Belvin, 8 May 1895 Manhattan NY – Might she be the Adele A. 
Lankenau who divorced George A. Ludwig in Bronx NY in 6 Sep 1918?  Adele Belvin was a 
resident of Yonkers NY in Jul 1986 when her sister Edith died.  

• John Christoph Lankenau Jr., 21 May 1903 NYC, NY – 31 Oct 1987 Ocala, Marion FL. SSN 
068-09-3474. Married on 1 Nov 1929 in Lorain Co. OH to Nelda Murphy (1909-1994). John 
was age 26 on 21 Mar 1929, chemist, b. NYC. Nelda was age 18 on 18 May 1929, a teacher. 
On his WWII (1942) draft registration, John lived in Whitestone, Queens NY & worked for 
Loose Wiles Biscuit Co., Long Island City NY.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
Student at the Oregon State College of Forestry (1917) 
 
Wartime: 
 
"New York Evening World" (NY, NY) 8 Feb 1918 p 3 - photo, His mother Mrs. J.C. Lankenau, 301 E. 
162nd St., was awake all night waiting for news. Enlisted 19 Dec 1917. Was a student at OR State 
College of Forestry. His mother has only seen him once in the past 3 years. Walter would have 
graduated from OR State in Jun 1918 but was eager to join Army, said 70% of students had enlisted. 
His mother visited him in Washington D.C. Walter has 2 sisters & a brother. 
 
“New York Tribune” Monday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – on 10 Feb 1918 the War Department announced the 
names of additional survivors, among them, from NY: Walter Lankenau, 301 E. 162nd St. 
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Post-war: 
 
Student at & graduate of U of WA forestry program (1920-1922).  
 
1921 Seattle WA city directory 
Lankenau, Walter H. (Lillie M.), residents of 1109 E. 45th  
 
John C. Lankenau & Adelia sailed on the “Yorck” from Brement, Germany, on 7 Oct 1922, arriving in 
NYC on 19 Oct 1922. John, age 66, b. 2 Aug 1856 Bronx NY & Adelia, age 55, b. 30 Sep 1867 NY. 
They were residents of 301 E. 162nd St., NY, NY.  
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 New York NY – W. 99th St. 
John Lankenau, 42 NY, Aug 1857, parents b. Germany, married 12 years, merchant 
Adelia, 32 NY, Sep 1864, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Edith M., 9 NY, Sep 1890, at school 
Walter H., 8 NY, Apr 1892, at school 
Adele A., 5 NY, May 1895 
 
1910 New York NY – 301 E. 162nd St. 
John C. LANKENAN, 53 NY, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 22 years, salesman, 
biscuit co. 
Adelia M., 40 NY, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Edith M., 19 NY 
Walter H., 18 NY 
Adele A., 15 NY 
John C., 7 NY 
 
1920 Seattle, King WA – 4340 – 11th Ave. NE 
Walter H. LANKEMAN, 27 NY, parents b. NY, student, university 
Lillie M., 25 NY, parents b. NY, milliner, millinery 
& lodger Frances Ferguson, 21 WA, student at university 
 
1920 Bronx NY – 301 – 162nd St. – family in NY 
John C. LANDENARE, 63 NY, parents b. Germany 
Adelia M., 51 NY, parents b. Germany 
Adele A., 24 NY, school teacher, public school 
John C. Jr., 16 NY 
 
1925 NY state census – Columbia Co. NY – Linlithgow Rd. 
Walter H. Lankenau, 33 US 
Lillie M., 31 US 
Dorothy M., 4 US 
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Walter J., 3 US 
Edith M., 1 US 
 
1930 Germantown, Columbia NY [line 21 of form] 
Walter H. Lankenau, 37 NY, parents b. NY, age 27 at 1st marriage, farmer, fruit farm, WWI veteran 
Lillie J., 36 NY, parents b. NY, age 26 at 1st marriage 
Dorothy M., 9 WA 
Walter J., 7 NY 
Edith M., 5 NY 
John C., 1 year 8 months NY 
 
1940 North Germantown, Columbia NY [line 10 of form] – Walter has died 
Lillian Lankenau, 46 NY, widow, manager of home farm, farming 
Dorothy, 19 WA 
Walter, 17 NY, farm work, farming 
Edith, 15 NY 
Clausen, 11 NY 
 


