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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Lane, Derick 
1894 CA – 1984 CA 
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Derick Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” 28 May 1967 p 7 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/59916596/?terms=lane%20sundin&match=1  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/59916596/?terms=lane%20sundin&match=1
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Santa Cruz Camera Club contest judge Derick Lane (at right) – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 

22 Dec 1953 p 2 
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Derick Lane at far right: “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 15 Apr 1963 p 7 

 
 

Military: 
 
 

 
“Modesto (CA) Bee” 7 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 

 



8 
 

 

 



9 
 

 

 



10 
 

 

 



11 
 

 

 
Letter home from fellow Tuscania survivor Bruce Bowring reports on Bowring’s & Derick Lane’s trip 

around Scotland – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 15 Sep 1918 p 35 
 

 
Obituary of Derick Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 1 May 1984 p 10 
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Obituary of Derick Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 1 May 1984 p 10 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/12306949/person/673154383/facts  
 

Parents: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/12306949/person/673154383/facts
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Obituary of father Jacob Lansing Lane, with son Derick’s name misspelled as Herick – “Santa Cruz 

(CA) Sentinel” Sunday 11 Aug 1946 p 9 
 



14 
 

 

 
Obituary of father from Troy NY newspaper – “Troy (NY) Times Record” Monday 12 Aug 1946 p 15 
 

 
Estate of Jacob Lansing Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 16 Aug 1946 p 12 
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Obituary of mother Lida B. Herrick Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 19 Dec 1944 p 2 

 

 
Estate of mother Lida Herrick Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 8 Jan 1948 p 7 
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Funeral of father Jacob Lansing Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 13 Aug 1946 p 4 

 
Sister: 

 

 
Marriage of Elisabeth M. Lane to Edgar M. Garrison on 11 Jan 1929 in Menlo Park CA – “Santa Cruz 

(CA) Evening News” Thursday 17 Jan 1929 p 6 
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Obituaries of sister Elisabeth Lane Garrison, both from “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 5 

Oct 1977 p 49 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Marriage on 28 Apr 1933 in Salinas, Monterey CA – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” 9 May 1933 p 3 
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Marriage license: “Californian” (Salinas) Friday 28 Apr 1933 p 7 

 

 
Obituary of William Westfield Allen, the 1st husband of Mildred Robertson Allen Lane - “Santa Cruz 

(CA) Evening News” Wednesday 23 Apr 1930 p 1 - from Find A Grave 76108365 & 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/50589024/?terms=%22william%20westhead%20allen%22&

match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/50589024/?terms=%22william%20westhead%20allen%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/50589024/?terms=%22william%20westhead%20allen%22&match=1
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Inheritance from Marion Robertson to her daughter Mildred Robertson Allen Lane & her sons 

William Westhead Allen Jr. & John Marshall Allen (from 1st marriage) & daughter Mary Lane (from 
her 2nd marriage) – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 3 Jan 1946 p 8 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 19 May 1954 p 22 
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Mary Robertson Lane standing at far left – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 22 Oct 1950 p 3 
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Left: Obituary of Derick Lane’s wife Mary Robertson Allen Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” 
Tuesday 27 Sep 1977 p 14 – Right: Obituary of his mother-in-law Marion M. Robertson – “Santa Cruz 
(CA) Sentinel” Friday 27 Oct 1944 p 4 
 

Daughter: 
 

 
Birth of daughter Mary Robertson Lane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Wednesday 11 Apr 1934 

p 6 
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Marriage of daughter Mary Lane to Erwin Albert Swanson on 22 Aug 1953 – “Santa Cruz (CA) 

Sentinel” Sunday 23 Aug 1953 p 3 
 

 
Divorce filed by Mary Lane Swanson from Erwin Albert Swanson – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 

23 Aug 1957 p 14 
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Birth of girl Katherine Elisabeth Swanson to daughter Mary Lane Swanson (Mrs. Erwin Swanson) – 

“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 4 Jun 1954 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Tuesday 1 May 1984 p 10 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/61054822/?terms=%22mary%20negri%22&match=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/61054822/?terms=%22mary%20negri%22&match=1
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Obituary of Allen J. Negri, d. 5 Jul 1979 Munich, Germany – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 8 Jul 

1979 p 57 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/62643612/?terms=%22allen%20negri%22&match=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/62643612/?terms=%22allen%20negri%22&match=1
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Funeral of Allen James Negri – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 23 Jul 1979 p 24 

 
Stepsons: 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 2 Mar 1945 p 5 

 

 
Obituary of stepson William Westhead Allen Jr., professor at the U of CA, Berkeley - 

https://www.berkeley.edu/news/berkeleyan/2002/01/16_obit.html  
 

https://www.berkeley.edu/news/berkeleyan/2002/01/16_obit.html
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https://archive.org/details/strawberrypests484alle 
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https://www.amazon.com/Strawberry-Deficiency-Symptoms-Fertilization-1992-01-

15/dp/B01JPQQBBG 
 

 
US Navy Lt. William Westhead Allen Jr. – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 11 Jun 1946 p 5 
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Obituary of stepson John Marshall Allen – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 21 Sep 2003 p 23 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/92173626/?article=1153b72f-d182-4721-93c6-
25e656cff6b8 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/92173626/?article=1153b72f-d182-4721-93c6-25e656cff6b8
https://www.newspapers.com/image/92173626/?article=1153b72f-d182-4721-93c6-25e656cff6b8
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John Marshall Allen (and therefore his brother William also) is a descendant of US Supreme Court 
chief justice John Marshall of VA (1801-1835), who was John Marshall Allen’s namesake – “Santa 
Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 17 Jul 1952 p 18 
 
 

 
Stepson John Marshall Allen – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 22 Aug 1946 p 8 
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Marriage of stepson John Marshall Allen to Virginia Sears on 20 Feb 1954 in Del Monte CA, with 

John’s brother William as best man – ‘”Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 7 Mar 1954 p 4 
 

Miscellaneous: 
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Derick learns to fly a plane a few days before his 44th birthday – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 

25 Jan 1938 p 7  
 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 17 Aug 1949 p 4 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 7 Mar 1973 p 11 

 
  
Name: Derick Lane 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 4th Squad - corporal 
Serial number:  249,823 
Entered service from:  Hollister, San Benito CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Derick Lane 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Jacob Lansing Lane, Box 512, Hollister CA  
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Derick Lane 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Jacob L. Lane, 660 Bush St., San Francisco CA (pvt, 100th 
Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Derick Lane - b. 4 Feb 1894 Rincon CA; res: Box 512, 
Hollister, San Benito CA. Single. Dairy farmer for J.L. Lane, Hollister CA. Medium height, slender 
build.  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Derick – Lane - b. 4 Feb 1894 San Bernardino CA; res: PO 
Box 706, Santa Cruz CA. NOK Mrs. Mildred Lane, same address. No employer listed. Height: 5’9 ½” 
– 160 lbs.   
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Born 4 Feb 1893 
Enlistment, discharge, death information not provided.  
Address:  Olympia CA 
Rank/unit:  private, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 4 Feb 1894 Rincon, San Bernardino CA  
Died: 28 Apr 1984 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Co. CA   
Find A Grave record: 186070559 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  presumed to be Soquel Cemetery [also known as IOOF Cemetery], Soquel, Santa 
Cruz CA but not on Find A Grave as of 10 Jul 2021. 
Cemetery:  cremated, ashes placed in IOOF Mausoleum 
Tombstone:    
 
Father: Jacob Lansing Lane, 18 May 1866 Troy, Rensselaer NY (or Paris, France, according to his NY 
obituary) – 11 Aug 1946 CA.  Son of Derick Lane & Mary Elizabeth Thompson. Left NY for CA when 
he was in his 20s.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Lida Herrick Lane, 27 May 1868 Grinnell, Poweshiek IA – 16 Dec 1944 Santa Cruz Co. CA. 
Daughter of Stephen Henderson Herrick & Harriet E. Fellows. Graduate of the University of 
California.    
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  31 Aug 1892 Riverside CA in All Saints Episcopal Church 
 
Spouse:  Mildred M. Robertson Allen Lane, 14 May 1899 Santa Cruz Co. CA – 26 Sep 1977 Santa 
Cruz Co. CA. Daughter of Robert Robertson & Marion B. Miller.  
Married to William Westhead Allen (1 Jul 1890 England – 22 Apr 1930 CA, buried in Old Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA, F: 76108365) whom she married in 1920. William was the 
son of William Allen & Helen Westhead. Mildred & William had 2 sons. - Died of an apparent heart 
attack; the car she was driving at the time hit a pole. Buried in Santa Cruz Memorial Park, Santa 
Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  201110298 
Marriage: 28 Apr 1933 Salinas, Monterey CA 
obit for wife Mildred Robertson Allen Lane - "Santa Cruz Sentinel" 27 Sep 1977 p 14 - d. 26 Sep after 
having suffered heart attack while driving & car hit power pole on 17 Sep 1977, husband Derick 
resident of Felton CA 
 
Children: 

• Mary Lane Swanson Negri, 8 Apr 1934 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA -    . Married to Erwin 
Albert Swanson. “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 4 Jun 1954 p 3 – marriage of Mary Lane to 
Erwin, son of Albert Swanson of Sunnyvale CA. – Their daughter Katherine Elisabeth 
Swanson was born 30 May 1954. Divorce: “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 23 Aug 1957 p 
14, - Married to Allen James Negri, who had married Dorothy A. Chittenden on 6 Aug 1938; 
they divorced 25 Apr 1951 in an action brought by Dorothy charging extreme cruelty. 
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(“Santa Cruz Sentinel” Thursday 26 Apr 1951 p 2). “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 6 Nov 
1977 p 47 – Allen died while traveling in Munich, Germany, on 5 Jul 1979. Mary Lane Negri is 
executrix of the will of Elisabeth Lane Garrison [her aunt].  

 
Stepsons: children of his wife Mildred Robertson by her 1st husband, William Westhead Allen Sr. 

• William Westhead Allen Jr., 13 Oct 1921 Santa Cruz Co. CA – 21 Dec 2001 Orinda, Contra 
Costa CA. SSN 559-32-1494. Entomologist. Author. Professor at U of CA, Berkeley; 
specialty was strawberry cultivation. – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 17 Feb 1952 p 8 
– Dr. William Allen, entomologists, has inspected 20 patches of strawberries in the area & 
found cyclamen mite on some of them. He is the son of Derick Lane of Capitola CA. His 
research on mites is sponsored by the CA Farm Bureau. - - Wife was Adele at the time of his 
death. She might be Adele M. Zimmerman, daughter of Justus E. Zimmerman & Lottie M. 
Parnell, b. 22 Apr 1921 San Francisco Co. CA. - Disposition of remains unknown. F: 
201115344 

• John Marshall Allen, 19 Aug 1925 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA – 12 Sep 2003 Soquel, Santa 
Cruz CA. Named for his direct ancestor, US Supreme Court chief justice John Marshall. 
Husband of Virginia J. Sears, whom he married 20 Feb 1954 in Del Monte CA. Buried in 
Pajaro Valley Memorial Park, Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA. F: 201113750 

 
Siblings:  

• Elisabeth Lane Garrison, 7 May 1896 CA – 4 Oct 1977 Santa Cruz Co. CA. SSN 554-07-6060. 
First name found misspelled as Elizabeth. Wife of Edgar M. Garrison (1893-1959, F: 
3577922, in Golden Gate National Cemetery) whom she married in 1929. Her Find A Grave 
record says Elisabeth & Edgar married 7 Jan 1929 in San Mateo CA. The newspaper 
announcement of their wedding says they married 11 Jan 1929 in Menlo Park, San Mateo 
CA. – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Wednesday 6 Feb 1929 p 4 – Edgar M. & Elizabeth 
Lane Garrison bought the Charles Shiner property, above Boulder Creek, from his estate on 
12 Jan 1929 for $1,620. - Her estate newspaper notice says she was also known as Betty 
Garrison & E.C. Garrison. - Buried in Oakwood Memorial Park, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. 
F: 209996203  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 8 Feb 1918 p 3 – among the Californians on board Tuscania: Lane, 
Derick, corporal, 100th Aero Squadron, Hollister CA 
 
“Los Angeles Times” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – on the list of additional Tuscania survivors: Derick Lane of 
Hollister TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Wednesday 4 Dec 1935 p 1 – the Santa Cruz Camera Club was 
organized 3 Dec 1935 with almost 20 members. Derrick Lane was elected vice president. He also 
had an entry in the snapshot exhibit. 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Saturday 6 Aug 1938 p 4 – the Soquel Chamber of Commerce 
treated the junior softball team to a wiener roast for its 2nd-place finish in the league. Derrick Lane 
was in attendance. 
 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 7 Mar 1940 p 4 – The Santa Cruz Gun Club held its annual 
meeting on 5 Mar 1940. Derrick Lane was absent. 
 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 20 Apr 1949 p 1 – The Chamber of Commerce, which built 
the Capitola Community Hall last year, but which has been paying rent of $30 a month to use it, has 
come up with a plan to avoid paying rent due to the cancellation of notes. The Chamber has 
produced 5,000 color folders at the cost of $965 to promoted Capitola CA as “The Waikiki of 
Monterey Bay.” On the folder’s map, the county seat of Santa Cruz is not indicated. “A large 
frontispiece color picture of the city is the work of Derick Lane.” 
 
1950 Santa Cruz CA city directory 
Lane, Derick (Mildred R.A.), residents of 2546 Capitola Rd. 
Mary R., resident of 2546 Capitola Rd. 
 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 1 Aug 1951 p 7 – a new organization is Central Santa Cruz 
County Flower & Art League, to produce shows & exhibits. “Many of the professional photographers 
of the Santa Cruz area have pledged artistic entries, including Derick Lane’s famous color prints.” 
 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 22 Jan 1953 p 18 – the judge of the best animal print of the 
year will be Derick Lane, at the Santa Cruz Camera Club meeting on 23 Jan 1952. Derick will also 
give a short talk on carbro-photography.  
 
"Santa Cruz Sentinel" 28 May 1967 p 7 - photo - WWI flyers & ground support gathering, Derick Lane 
& Karl Sundin Tuscania survivors 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel" 1 May 1984 p 10 - funeral 2 May, resident of Santa Cruz Co. over 50 yrs., 
age 90, survived by sons & daughter, wife Mildred (Robertson) predeceased him  
 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 18 May 1984 p 45 – Mary L. Negri in Superior Court, Santa Cruz 
Co., requesting to be personal administrator of the estate of Derick Lane, also known as D. Lane. 
     
Social Security number:  570-54-1630  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Chino, San Bernardino CA 
Jacob L. Lane, 34 NY, May 1866, parents b. NY, married 8 years, dairyman 
Lidal H., 32 IA, May 1868, father b. NY, mother b. IL, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Derick, 6 CA, Feb 1894 
Elizabeth, 4 CA, May 1896 
& 1 female domestic servant  
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& 3 male farm hands on the dairy farm 
 
1910 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 2621 San Bern (Buca?) Place 
Jacob L. Lane, 43 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 17 years, own income 
Lida, 41 IA, father b. NY, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Derrick, 16 CA 
Elizabeth, 13 CA 
& female servant for a private family: Eva Anderson, 32 NE 
 
1920 San Juan, San Benito CA 
Derrick Lane, 25 CA, single, father b. NY, mother b. IA, laborer, ranch 
Boarding with many other boarders with: 
Carl F. & Grace Sperber & their children 
 
1930 Township 5, San Mateo Co. CA 
Derick Lane, 36 CA, single, father b. NY, mother b. IA, farmer, farm, section asking if a veteran left 
blank 
 
1940 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA – same house in 1935 
Derick Lane, 45 CA, farmer, farm 
Mildred Lane, 41 CA [wife] 
William Allen, 18 CA [stepson] 
John Allen, 14 CA [stepson] 
Mary Lane, 5 CA [daughter] 
 
 


