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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Lyles, Luther Talmadge 
1894 OK – 1927 AR 
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Oklahoma City OK 
Luther Talmadge Lyles at right 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LZ27-

M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YKV-YHPZ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LZ27-M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YKV-YHPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LZ27-M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YKV-YHPZ
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By guardian C.L. Lyles – “Poteau (OK) News” Thursday 15 Sep 1910 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60543/images/43873_2421401757_0086-
00128?pId=176518 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2976/images/40907_293958-

00143?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=74293 
 

Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60543/images/43873_2421401757_0086-00128?pId=176518
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60543/images/43873_2421401757_0086-00128?pId=176518
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2976/images/40907_293958-00143?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=74293
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2976/images/40907_293958-00143?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=74293
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Obituary of mother Mary Reeves Lyles – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Thursday 22 Jun 

1944 p 5 
 

 
AR death certificate of Luther Talmadge Lyles, cause of death: cerebral syphilis - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00078-
02180?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=60214536  
 
Siblings: 

 
Obituary of brother Eugene Wilburn Lyles – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 8 

Dec 1971 p 3 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00078-02180?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=60214536
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00078-02180?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=60214536
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Obituary of brother Cleland Lyles – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Saturday 8 Nov 1986 p 

50 
 

 
 

 
Obituary of Cleland Lyles’s wife Clara Marie Smith Lyles – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 

Wednesday 7 Aug 1974 p 36 
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Obituary of sister Mary Alva Lyles Creed – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 21 Aug 

1994 p 258 
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Obituary of sister Vernice Lura Lyles Maples – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 16 Jul 1998 
p 23 

 
     
 
Name: Luther Talmadge Lyles 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,490 
Entered service from:  Fox, Carter OK 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Luther Lyles 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mary L. Lyles, Fox OK  
Returned from war on:  "Princess Matoika" Jul/Aug 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Luther Lyles 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Mary Lyles, Fox OK (pvt, Co. L, 9th Inf.)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Luther Lyles - b. 1 Apr 1894 Spiro, Indian Territory; res: Fox, 
Carter Co. OK. Single. Farming for self at Fox OK. Short in height, medium build.  
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 3 Oct 1917 
Discharge date not listed  
Address:  Fox OK 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. L, 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Apr 1894 Spiro, Indian Territory (Le Flore Co. OK)  
Died: 4 Apr 1927 Garland, Miller AR   
Find A Grave record: 122433424 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Graham, Carter OK 
Cemetery:  Graham 
Tombstone:    
 
Father: William Andrew Lyles, 25 Oct 1858 near Fort Smith AR [or Indian Territory] - 5 Dec 1909 
Healton, Carver OK. Son of John Wesley Lyles & Mary Margaret Mickel. Name listed as “Billy” on 
daughter Myrtle’s death record. Buried in Graham Cemetery, Graham, Carter OK. 
Find A Grave: 113920104 
 
Mother: Mary Lucelia (“Celia”) Reeves Lyles, 27 Dec 1864 Bartow Co. GA - 21 Jun 1944 OK. Buried 
in Graham Cemetery, Graham, Carter OK. 
Find A Grave: 113920052 
Parents’ marriage: 1886 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Sibings: Luther was born after Myrtle 
 

• Clarence Lorenzo Lyles, 18 Oct 1886 Spiro, McCurtain OK - 3 Feb 1961 Ardmore, Carter OK. 
SSN 560-34-0450. Was a private 1st class in Co. E, 111th Engineers, US Army, WWI. 
“Oklahoma City (OK) Star” Friday 24 Feb 1961 p 19 – sympathies to Mr. & Mrs. Cleland Lyles 
of 2529 NW 22nd on the passing of his brother [Clarence] in Ardmore OK. - Buried in Graham 
Cemetery, Graham, Carter OK. F:113919587 
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• Eugene Walburn (“Gene”) Lyles, 16 Aug 1889 Indian Territory (Oklahoma) - 6 Dec 1971 OK. 
SSN 444-18-5826. Retired oil field worker at the time of his death; resident of Ardmore OK. 
Buried in Graham Cemetery, Graham, Carter OK. F: 113919740 

• Myrtle Lyles Ward Grisham, 10 Feb 1892 OK – Sep 1971 [apparently Las Vegas NV]. SSN 568-
32-5086. Marriage record found at age 16 in Carter Co. OK, marrying L.B. Ward in Jan 1907. 
Found marrying Claud/Claude B. Grisham both on 8 May 1910 in Carter Co. OK and on 23 
Aug 1915 in Carter Co. OK. C.B. (Claud) Grisham (1887 TX – 1936 TX) buried in Graham 
Cemetery, Graham, Carter OK, F: 18337618. Myrtle Grisham is buried in Palm Downtown 
Cemetery, Las Vegas, Clark NV. F: 166831308. 

• Cleland Lyles, 22 Feb 1896 OK – 7 Nov 1986. SSN 446-46-0376. Served in the US Army in 
WWI.  Also found as Leland. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, he was self-employed in 
Edmond, Oklahoma Co. OK with Clara Marie (Smith) Lyles (1896-1974, F: 55159162) as his 
NOK. They married in Mar 1933; Clara was the daughter of Johnathan Gilmore Smith (1854-
1932), whose great-grandfather James Smith signed the Declaration of Independence. Clara 
belonged to the United Daughters of the Confederacy. Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. F: 55159484 

• Dewey Yandell Lyles, 8 Aug 1898 - 4 Jan 1983. Graham Cemetery, Graham, Carter OK. 
Managed movie theaters in OK in the 1930s. F: 113919657 

• Hallie Lyles, 27 Feb 1901 Indian Territory [Oklahoma] - 10 Apr 1911. Buried in Graham 
Cemetery, Graham, Carter OK. F: 113919821 

• John Wiley Lyles, 25 Apr 1904 Indian Territory [Oklahoma] – 4 Jul 1988 San Mateo Co. CA. SSN 
444-05-2985. Living in Oklahoma City OK in 1942.  

• Mary Alva Lyles Creed, 19 Mar 1906 Fox, Carter OK – 19 Aug 1994. SSN 441-64-7778. Wife of 
James Richard Creed (1900-1989, F: 133789106). Buried in Resthaven Gardens Cemetery, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. F: 133789157  

• Vernice Lura Lyles Maples, 13 Apr 1908 Fox, Carter OK – 13 Jul 1998 Plano (Collin or Denton 
County) TX. Attended the U of OK; majored in fine arts. Taught 1st & 2nd grades for 27 years in 
the Dallas TX Independent School District. Wife of Robert Hugh Maples (1907-1964) who is 
buried in Greenwood Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, F: 114662025. 
She is buried in Hillcrest Memorial Park [Sparkman Hillcrest Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas 
TX) according to her obituary but not on Find A Grave as of 22 Sep 2021.  

 
Notes:  
Was either 1/32 or 1/64 Choctaw & listed on the Dawes Rolls at Skullyville OK. Father William Lyles 
was the son of deceased John W. & Mary M. Lyles. Mary was the daughter of Wiley Reeves & Eliza 
White.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Ardmore (OK) Morning Democrat” Thursday 1 Aug 1907 p 5 – “W.A. Lyles, a prominent citizen of 
Fox was in the city yesterday on business.” 
 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Tuesday 21 Oct 1913 p 1 – yesterday the jury in the case of the 
State vs. Eugene Lyles, charged with burglary of a store at Fox OK, returned a verdict of “not guilty” 
& the defendant was discharged.  
 
Wartime: 
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“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - among those reported safe by the War 
Department is Luther Lyles of Fox OK.  
 
Post-war: 
 
“Clinton (OK) Times-Tribune” Thursday 30 Mar 1933 p 1 – J.A. Maker vs. Cleland Lyles, Clara Marie 
Lyles [Cleland’s wife] & Dewey Lyles [his brother], a suit on contract.  
 
Obituary: 
  
Censuses: 
 
1900 Township 8, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory [Oklahoma] - all are of the Indian race 
William A. Lyles, 42 Indian Territory, Oct 1857, father b. AL, mother b. TN, married 14 years, farmer 
Mary L., 34 GA, Dec 1865, father b. SC, mother b. NC, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Clarence L., 13 Indian Territory, Oct 1886 
Walburn E., 10 Indian Territory, Aug 1889 [sic/1890] 
Myrtle, 8 Indian Territory, Feb 1892 
Luther L., 6 Indian Territory, Apr 1894 
Leland, 4 Indian Territory, Feb 1896 
Dewey Y., 2 Indian Territory, Aug 1898 
& boarder Lavina Huggins, 79 NC, Jul 1820, widow, white race, gave birth to zero children 
[the father of the children is listed as born in Indian Territory, the mother as born in GA] 
 
1910 Graham, Carter OK 
Mary L. Lyles, 44 GA, widow, white, father b. SC, mother b. NC, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living, 
own income 
Clarence L., 22 OK, Indian, own income 
Walburn E., 20 OK, Indian, own income 
Myrtle, 18 OK, Indian, own income 
Luther T., 16 OK, Indian 
Cleland, 14 OK, Indian 
Dewey Y., 11 OK, Indian 
Hallie, 8 OK, Indian 
John W., 5 OK, Indian 
Mary A., 4 OK, Indian 
Lula V., 2 OK, Indian 
[the children are listed as 1/64 Choctaw, father b. OK, mother b. GA] 
 
1920 Graham, Carter OK - all are listed as white 
Mary L. Lyles, 65 GA, widow, father b. GA, mother b. NC, manager, own farm 
Clarence L., 3 OK, father b. OK, mother b. GA, farmer, home farm 
Luther, 25 OK, occupation: none 
Dewey Y., 21 OK, farmer, home farm 
Mary A, 13 OK 
Lura V., 11 OK 
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