DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Kelly, John Joseph
1893 NY - 1923 NY



JOHN J. KELLY.




John J. Kelly, of 46 Main street,
this city, was one of the U. S, sold-
iers aboard the tramsport Tuscania,

and sunk by a German U-
boat off the coast of Ireland last
Tuesday, with a loss of life estimated
by the War Department this after-
noon at 101, including soldiers and
members of the erew. The official list
of troops announced as having sailed
on the transport gives his name, but
up until 2 o'clock this afternoon no
information concerning his fate could
’I':; :::M ln.tt?: ard.m received

departmen on.

The Yomkers soldier was a mem-
ber of Company K, 6th Battalion, 20th

neers, ‘
elly is 23 years old and & native
of Yonkers. His father, John J.
Kelly, sr, resides at the Main street
address and is employed in the Na-

tional Ouddt gﬁﬁmﬁ.ﬂﬁf b

%

“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/676438937/?terms=%22john%20j%20kelly%22%20tuscania
&match=1



https://www.newspapers.com/image/676438937/?terms=%22john%20j%20kelly%22%20tuscania&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/676438937/?terms=%22john%20j%20kelly%22%20tuscania&match=1

JOHN J, KELLY,
John J. Kelly, son of John Kelly of
40 Main street and the late Bridget

Kelly,
x.‘{'duymmyum |

after a illness
from gas aﬁm with w
be was affected during the war,

He was born in this city and received
his education in St. Mary's Parochial
School.

During the war he enlisted with the
20th Engineers of the United States
Army. The transport on which he
sailed was torpedoed off the coast of
Ireland. With others of his regiment,
he was picked up by an Enghsh n::
and brought to England after whi
he was sent to the front where he
served 2 years in the trenches.-

The deceased in survived by his fath-
er, John Kelly and two sisters, Mrs.
John Costello and Miss Margaret Kelly
of Long Island City.

Obituary with death date of 5 Feb 1923 — “Yonkers (NY) Herald” Tuesday 6 Feb 1923 p 6

e




Obituary with death date of 6 Feb 1923 — “Yonkers (NY) Statesman” Wednesday 7 Feb 1923 p 2 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/676006879/?article=650fe6e7-b309-4801-81ff-
51e4b0cae176&focus=0.6472338,0.03172487,0.7647062,0.16383743&xid=3355

Obituary of his mother Bridget Kelly — “Yonkers (NY) Statesman” Saturday 20 May 1922 p 2

lin  Transpartation  Company, fell
from his wagon, while in the ya f
the Smith Carpet Company, on N;m-
han avenue, this morning and was
badly hurt, Dr. Stevens of St. John's,
wag called and treated the injured mar
it the hospital, after which he left for
lis home, 46 Main street,

This is apparently an accidenf incurred by his i‘athér, John Kelly, of 46 Main St., a driver for the Ben
Franklin Transportation Co., as he lists “driver” as his occupation in 1900 & in the 1911 & 1916
Yonkers NY city directories - “Yonkers (NY) Herald” Monday 29 Jan 1906 p 3




e enjoyed. Mr. John Kelly
recelved a hmc fountain pen
Then James A. Drice rendered|
“Asleep In t:“ Deep,” which was|
0 pleasing he res; aded with \ BRI ¢
[ amm'rmm That He ' e h’-‘.‘“’ g

Miss mau Neweombe and Mia| 8 B Harrington. Wil
Helen Rape sang a duet, accompanied Ap i
on the piano and violin hy Moessrs
Hagen and Smith. Mr. John Smith
gave 8 monologue reeitation entitled

p present were: Jamos
3 . Smith, Bernard Ol

Manning, Miss B. Sanbush, Mrs. B

b 'W Sangbush, Miss Helen lape, Miss
'::?.0 “ RS Vvt GRine Marion Jones, Miss Virginia Jones

46 Main St. is the address of his sister Frances Kelly in 1918 & 1919 when she is John’s
wartime next-of-kin — Helen Dockery is Frances’s maid of honor — note John Kelly got a
“handsome fountain pen” at Helen’s 8" birthday party — John’s father John later marries
the widowed Mrs. Harrington - “Yonkers (NY) Herald” Wednesday 11 Mar 1908 p 3

John Kelly, 46 Main St., Yonkers runs away from home on 1 Jun 1908, hops a passenger
train to Albany, and returns home on 4 Jun 1908 - “Yonkers (NY) Herald” Friday 5 Jun 1908 p
1



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D4PN-

N?cc=2968245&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5GV-4SMM



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D4PN-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5GV-4SMM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D4PN-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5GV-4SMM
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; 1 certify that my answers are true, that the person reglstered has read his own
 wnawers, that | have witnesed his signature, and that all of his answers of which 1 have
 knowledge are true, except as follows s

SNy () W

_'"ui,.. (Date of rgatisting)

WWI draft registration — Bannock Co. ID-5Jun 1917 -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L1SN-
SQKH?i=1847&cc=1968530&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8QH-
RNM

Residence: ... : OrKe
(Bmotcndhmnnmber) ('I'ownotoity) X

Enhmd}mtheUmtedStatelemeCoxpsa

Place of birth: __YORKErS Ne Yo  Dateotbirth: .. _Deg 2
(0) ﬁomaervedm,mthdateeofmghmentsandtmnsﬁam m
"4%6-17-Des _

There are several discrepancies in this record & it is not likely him. Although — his Veterans
Administration Master Index card places him in the 11t Co. of the 20" Engineers
https://www.fold3.com/image/591038471?terms=york,joseph,john,new,yonkers, kelly



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L1SN-SQKH?i=1847&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8QH-RNM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L1SN-SQKH?i=1847&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8QH-RNM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L1SN-SQKH?i=1847&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8QH-RNM
https://www.fold3.com/image/591038471?terms=york,joseph,john,new,yonkers,kelly
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C—_—

Kelly John J ?O OM;L_,_* White *ed-:.

(Surname) (Christian name) (Ariny serial number)

46 Main St Yonkers . NEW YORK

(Street and house number) (Town or c_it_y) 8% *(Cm‘!\f ) s . -(Slals)
(NIRRT SR . * Inducted at';mmmm@ﬁé_lw*
Place of birth: ..__Yonkers, N.Y. - Age or date of birth: 24 4 ' -

Organizations served in, with dates of assignments and transfers: ___, 166_Dep Brig to ===--j
GO E 6 Bn 20 Engrs to Sept 17/18; 11 Co 20 Engrs to

disch
Grades, with dat> cf upgointmen‘.:

Residence:

Engagements: T - SRR

Wounds or other injuries received jn action: None.

Served overseas from T_____LJM 24/18 to f.AE!.'_?-ﬂli-, from t tot
Honorably discharged: 86R% 26 1019 __on SCD

(Date) \ 100 (Cause) ;
In view of occupation he v -« on date of discharge, reported per cent disabled.

Remarks: ... Picked up hy sheriff at Hoguiam, Weshington Dec 4/17,

Form No. 72:*?‘;,‘}' G. O. +8trike out words not applicable. 1 Dates of departure from and arrival in the U. S.

NY, Abstracts of WWI Military Service -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_03

27-

00256?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21457&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=8

5706
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Costello—Kelley.

Miss Frances Kelly and John Cas-
tello of 128 Webster avenue, were mar-
ried at 5 p. m. Easter Sunday in St.
Mary’s churcll, the Rev. Henrv A,
Curtin, officiating.

The bride was attended by Miss
best man. The bride was att
2 traveling suit of dark blue, with
(& picture hat to mateh and her cor-

bouquet was of white roses. The

esmuid wore a blue satin suit with

hat to mateh and her corsage bouguet
was of pink roses,

After the ceremony a reception was
held at the home of Mw and Mrs,
Bart Conmolly, 128 Webster avenue.
Many beautiful presents were re-
ceived.  After a s<hort wedding tri
to Atlantic City the newly wedd
couple will reside at 78 )lomiupide
avenue. Those present at  the recep-
tion: Patrick Feeney and daughter,
Mary, of East Walpole, Mass.;: Miss
Kathryn Lyden, of Ridgewood, N. .J.;
Mr. and Mrs. John Gillis, Mr. and Mrs,
Henry Lachance and Patrick Flaher-
ty, of New York City; Miss Kathryn
and Mamie Ward, Mrs. Bennett and
son, John: Miss Nora Curran and

Helen Dockery. John Mcxutg'dr.‘: I

e

| Auna Ward, Joseph Curran. Willinm

- w———— A A - -— - —— —— » e -

Downey, William Qualters, Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Ferguson. Patrick Fergu-
son, Lawrence Blake, Mrs. Delia Mack,
[.. Burtsell, Martin MeNulty, Miss
Margaret Frances, Miss Mary, Bessie,
and Jobhn MeNulty,

Marriage of his sister Frances Kelly to John Costello Easter Sunday [4 Apr] 1920. Helen Dockery was

her maid-of-honor. The couple will reside at 78 Morningside Ave., Yonkers NY (which information
proved valuable in tracking them). It does not appear that her parents or siblings attended her
wedding. — “Yonkers (NY) Herald” Thursday 8 Apr 1920 p 6
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POLICE BLAME A CAT FOR
DEATHS OF MAN AND WIFE

Mr. And Mrs. John Kelly Found Asphyxiated—
Light Burning In Gas Filled Room Imperilled
Occupants Of House At 142 Palisade Avenue

A pet cat is believed by the police to have been responsible
for the asphyxiation of Mr. and Mrs. John Kelly in their apart-
ment at 142 Palisade Avenue, The eight families in the build-
ing were imperiled as an oil lamp, turned low, was burning in

~the gas filled rooms, when the bodies were discovered last night,

A pet cat is believed by the police to have been responsible
for the asphyxiation of Mr. and Mrs. John Kelly in their apart-
ment at 142 Palisade Avenue, The eight families in the build-
ing were imperiled as an oil lamp, turned low, was burning in

the gas fled rooms, when the bodies were discovered last night,
Detecting n «trong odor of gas, which  conscions but still alive, lying with its
upon investigation was found to be MO pressed against a crack at the

¢

|
smanaiing from the Kelly aptrtmmt.l"""um of the door leading from the

Patrick Moran, 142 Palisade Avenue,’
and Jolm Bobm and Patrick Boyle of
140 Palisade Avenne, foreed thelr way
into the roomns hy raising a window
opening into an inclosed porch at the
rear, three were almost overcome
and atfer opening wide nll the windows
and doors of the apartment, they hur.
riedly earried the still forms of the
pair outside,

As they started to leave they were
startled to discover an oil lamp burn.
ing in the kitchen, The police who in-
vestigated ex thomselves as ?o
toni that the flame did not fgnite

the and thus cause a terrific ex-
m&: which might have wrecked the
ding. It is believed that if the

rear poreh to the stairway,

The opinion was expressed that the |
cat jumrﬁl up upon the gas range
during the night or early morning and
;veuo of ‘I‘u f'ee!. brushed "| inag the

t, eausing it to open slightly, Ae
cording to the story as pieced to-

her from the evidence found, it is

lieved that the gas flowed futo the
kitehen and then sceped into the other
rooms, rendering the sleeping couple
unconscious,

County Medical Examiner Dr. Amos
0, Squire was notified and he gave por-
mission for the family to take charge
of the bodies. Mrs, Kelly was Mrs,
Hurrington. Her husband for many
years conducted a eafe on Main Street,
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“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Wednesday 13 Apr 1927 p 1

“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Saturday 16 Apr 1927 p 16
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“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Thursday 14 Apr 1927 p 8 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/676658850/?terms=%22mrs%20john%20costello%22%20y

onkers&match=1

Name: John Joseph Kelly
Name variations:


https://www.newspapers.com/image/676658850/?terms=%22mrs%20john%20costello%22%20yonkers&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/676658850/?terms=%22mrs%20john%20costello%22%20yonkers&match=1
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Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private

Serial number: 250,548

Entered service from: Yonkers, Westchester NY

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: John Joseph Kelly

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Miss Francis Kelly, 46 Main St., Yonkers NY

Returned from war on: "Santa Teresa" Apr 1919 - "To Messiah Home" - "insane requiring
restraint" - "dementia praecox (D)" [The Messiah Home in the Bronx, a home for children,
was leased in 1918 to the Catholic War Fund as a home for invalid soldiers.]

Sailed on return ship as: John J. Kelly

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Kelly, 46 Main St., Yonkers NY (pvt, 11 Co., 20th
Engrs)

World War | draft registration (1917): b. 15 Aug 1893 Yonkers NY; res: 578 N. Main, Pocatello
ID. Single. Storehouse helper, Oregon Short Line Railroad, Pocatello ID. Medium height &
build. Registers in Bannock Co. ID on 5 Jun 1917.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlistment date not listed

Discharged 26 Sep 1919

Address: 46 Main St., Yonkers NY
Rank/unit: private, Co. 11, 20" Engineers

NY, WWI Army Card:

John Joseph Kelly, serial 250548. Resident of 46 Main St., Yonkers NY. Born Yonkers NY.
Inducted at Pocatello ID 23 Nov 1917 at age 24 years, 4 months. In 166" Depot Brigade to --
-; Co. E, 6™ Battalion, 20" Engineers to 17 Sep 1918; 11™ Co., 20" Engineers to discharge.
Rank Private. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 23 Apr 1919. Honorably discharged 26 Sep 1919 on
SCD (service-connected disability). 100% disabled. “Picked up by sheriff at Hoquiam,
Washington Dec 4/17.” [He was already in the Army.]

Birth & death:

Born: 15 Aug 1893 Yonkers, Westchester NY [birthdate found only on 2 NY military records,
which may have copied each other] His WWI draft registration notes he was age 24 years, 4
months on 23 Nov 1917, which may make his birthday Jul 1893.

Died: 5or6 Feb 1923 Poughkeepsie, Dutchess NY [if John died on 5 Feb, it was the 5™
anniversary of the sinking of the Tuscania]

Find A Grave record: 82787331

Burial location: Yonkers, Westchester NY

Cemetery: St. Joseph

Tombstone:

Father: John Kelly, ca. 1851 Ireland — 12 Apr 1927 Yonkers, Westchester NY. In the 1860 & 1870
censuses, is he the John Kelly living with parents Patrick & Bridget Kelly in Yonkers, Westchester
NY?

John lives with William & Bridget Harrington at 46 Main St., Yonkers NY in the 1920 census. After he
is widowed in 1922, he marries widowed Bridget Harrington ca. 1923. They die together when they
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are asphyxiated in their apartment at 142 Palisade Ave., Apt. 12, on 12 Apr 1927. Their cat
apparently jumped on the stove while the couple was sleeping & turned the gas on. An oil lamp left
burning did not explode which would have wrecked the eight-apartment building. The news report
say that Bridget Kelly was formerly Mrs. Harrington, whose deceased husband had operated a café
on Main Street for many years. Her birth surname is not given, but this was her 3" marriage. She
had married William Newcombe who died in 1897. Her 2" husband William Harrington died in
1924. She had married John Kelly 3 years earlier (ca. 1924). John is recorded as having worked for
many years for the Westchester Ligfhtin Co. - Buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, Yonkers, Westchester
NY. John’s age was reported as 63 & Bridget as age 57 in the official death notice in the newspaper.
The cat also died; their dog was unconscious. A double funeral was held.

Find A Grave: 121728189

Mother: Bridget --- Kelly, ca. 1864 Ireland — 19 May 1922 Yonkers, Westchester NY (at the home of
her daughter Mrs. John [Frances Kelly] Costello, 78 Morningside Ave., Yonkers NY]. Bridget died at
age 58. She was survived by husband John Kelly, son John Kelly Jr., her daughter Frances Kelly
Costello & daughter Miss Margaret Kelly. Buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, Yonkers, Westchester NY.
Find A Grave: 121728124

Parents’ marriage:

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings:

e Frances Kelly Costello, ca. 1895 NY - . She married John Costello on 4 Apr 1920 in Yonkers,
Westchester NY. John lived at 128 Webster St., Yonkers when he was married & their
wedding reception was hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Bart Connolly at that address. When they
came home from their wedding trip to Atlantic City NJ, they lived at 78 Morningside Ave. in
Yonkers NY. - In the 1925 NY state census, they reside at 78 Morningside Ave., Yonkers NY
& are both age 30, therefore b. ca. 1895. John was born in Ireland. They apparently leave
Yonkers NY after the 1920s & have not been traced.

e Margaret Kelly. Is she the Helen Kelly referred to in the obituary of her stepmother Bridget?

Notes:

This has proven to be an elusive family and questions remain. The most informative source has
been the 1920 census —and the address of 46 Main Street.

Pre-war:
Note John runs away from home in 1908 for five days. About 1913 he moves to CA. He registers in
1917 for the WWI draft in Pocatello, Bannock ID. But he apparently is absent from there & is

“picked up by the sheriff” in Hoquiam WA on 4 Dec 1917, after entering the Army on 23 Nov 1917.

Was his sister Margaret the Maggie H. Kelly born 20 Jun 1899 in Manhattan NY to John Kelly &
Bridget M. Delaney, both age 30, both born Ireland?
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1911 & 1916 Yonkers NY city directory:
Kelly, John, driver, 46 Main

Wartime:

“New York Tribune” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 — John Joseph Kelly, private, sister Miss Frances Kelly, 46 Main
St., Yonkers NY

“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 [a valuable resource] —John Joseph Kelly is age 23,
born in Yonkers NY, a resident of 46 Main St., Yonkers. Information on his fate is not available. His
father John J. Kelly works at National Conduit & Cable Co., Hastings NY. His sister Frances is a
servant at the home of Mr. & Mrs. E.D. Harris, 224 Palisade Ave. John left home about 5 years ago to
work in CA as arailroad brakeman. He enlisted in Seattle WA in Oct 1917. John had attended
Public School 10 & St. Mary’s Parochial School.

“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Saturday 14 Jun 1919 p 4 “Honor Roll of the Men of Yonkers in the World
War” includes the name of John Joseph Kelly, 46 Main St.

Post-war:

John returns from war with 100% disability. The Army terms him “insane requiring restraint,” with
“dementia praecox,” an outdated term for a condition we now call schizophrenia.

“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Saturday 3 Sep 1921 p 6 — Mr. & Mrs. John Costello of 78 Morningside Ave.
spent Labor Day at his cousin’s in Pawling.

“Yonkers (NY) Statesman” Wednesday 25 Jan 1922 p 2 — “Cases Set for Naturalization” — case
1995, John Costello, 78 Morningside Ave.

“Yonkers (NY) Statesman” Thursday 9 Feb 1922 p 9 — the New Citizens’ Club met & elected officers.
John Costello, 78 Morningside Ave., was elected treasurer.

“Yonkers (NY) Herald” 14 Jul 1924 p 12 — cards were received from Mr. & Mrs. John Costello, 78
Morningside Ave., who were spending a few days in Rockaway.

Obituary:

“Yonkers (NY) Herald” Tuesday 6 Feb 1923 p 6 —John J. Kelly, son of John Kelly (46 Main St.) & the
late Bridget Kelly, died 5 Feb 1923 [the 5" anniversary of the sinking of “Tuscania”] at Poughkeepsie
NY after a lingering illness resulting from gas & shell shock in the war. Born in Yonkers NY.
Educated at St. Mary’s Parochial School. Enlisted in the US Army, 20" Engineers. Survived the
sinking of his transport, was picked up by an English ship, brought to England & then sent to the
front to serve 2 years in the trenches. Survived by his father John Kelly & 2 sisters, Mrs. John
Costello & Miss Margaret Kelly of Long Island City.

“Yonkers (NY) Statesman” Wednesday 7 Feb 1923 p 2 - This obituary says he died “yesterday”
(which would be 6 Feb 1923). The rest of the information is identical to the 6 Feb 1923 obituary.
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Censuses:

1900 Yonkers, Westchester NY — 4 of the 5 names fit

WJMZT, w AP W R R P e I B YT 17/ Sy P
S »—% e, W Fal sra)n add PR : C |4 ,
‘ : W ‘r:%vfﬁ ;10 > it .
a % ‘ gm,zi/azls&gs_ﬁyd%i | dulad | i

John Kelly, 50 Ireland, May 1850, parents b. Ireland, married 12 years, driver

Bright (Bridget), 40 Ireland, Feb 1852, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living
Fanny, 10 NY, Oct 1889, at school [might this be Frances?]

Maggie, 7 NY, Jun 1893 NY

Thomas, 6 NY, Feb 1894 NY, parents b. Ireland [adopted son]
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1920 Yonkers NY — 46 Main St. (the address John Joseph gave for his wartime NOK in 1918
&1919]

John Kelly [his father], age (ca. 1851) Ireland, married, emigrated to US in 1888, naturalized
1903, laborer, city, boarder with:

William Harrington, 50 Ireland, saloon, own business & his wife Bridget Harrington, 50
Ireland [who will later marry John Kelly & die with him]

Niece Helen Dockery, 19 NY, parents b. Ireland [who is John’s sister Frances’s maid of
honor]

& 12 other boarders

At:
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4442109_00561?usePUB=true&
_phsrc=hFB21480&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=58822000

1925 NY state census - Yonkers, Westchester NY — 78 Morningside Ave.
John Costello, 30 Ireland, engineer
Frances, 30 US, houseworker


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4442109_00561?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21480&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=58822000
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4442109_00561?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21480&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=58822000

