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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Keisler, Jesse Leo 
1895 TX – 1975 TX 
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TX, WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-
49HC-V?i=2931&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-

XX9V 
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TX death certificate of his daughter Betty Gloria Keisler - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062196-
03500?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21374&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2

3143183  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062196-03500?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21374&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23143183
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062196-03500?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21374&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23143183
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062196-03500?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21374&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23143183
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TX death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062947-
00933?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21299&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1

384747  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062947-00933?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21299&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1384747
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062947-00933?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21299&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1384747
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062947-00933?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21299&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1384747
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“Houston (TX) Post” Friday 4 Jan 1918 p 5 

 

 
His 1st wife Willena May Fitzgerald Keisler, who died 22 Mar 1926, five days after delivering 

their fourth child, a stillborn boy, while she was suffering from the pneumonia that took her 
life on 27 Mar 1926 – Find A Grave 38881143 
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Naturalization petition of 14 Feb 1964 for Christl Keisler, German-born wife of his son Jesse 

Baldwin Keisler - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2509/images/42371_1220705043_09

47-00806?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=900395531 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2509/images/42371_1220705043_0947-00806?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=900395531
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2509/images/42371_1220705043_0947-00806?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=900395531
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TX death certificate of his father, Daniel Efhard [sic] Keisler - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062053-
02913?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=84034445  

 

 
Obituary of his daughter Stella Mae Keisler Meyer – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Friday 

25 Mar 1988 p 23 
 

 
Son-in-law Phil Hardin Meyer – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Tuesday 18 Jul 1989 p 17 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062053-02913?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=84034445
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062053-02913?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=84034445
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Marriage of sister Mary (Decie) Keisler & Sanders Alvin Bryant – “McKinney (TX) Daily 

Courier” Monday 2 Jul 1906 p 1 
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Obituary of sister Clara Lee Keisler Jackson – “Galveston (TX) Daily News” Sunday 24 Jul 

1927 p 7 
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Obituary of his brother George Keisler in the “Grand Prairie (TX) Daily News” 

Sunday 23 Jun 1968 p 1 
 

         
Name:  Jesse Leo Keisler 
Name variations:  Leo Keisler 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number: 250,547 
Entered service from: Shiro, Grimes TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jesse Lee Keisler 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father D.E. Keisler, Shiro TX 
Returned from war on:  "Charleston" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Jesse L. Keisler 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father David E. Keisler, Shiro TX (wagoner, 20th Engrs)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Jesse Leo Keisler - b. 27 Mar 1895 Shiro TX; res: Shiro, 
Grimes TX. Single. Saw milling, by self. Dependent father, 1 brother on [?] sister. Tall 
height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Shiro TX 
World War II draft registration (1942): b. 27 Mar 1895 Shiro TX; res: Navasota TX. Mailing 
address: RFD No. 2, Shiro TX. NOK Mrs. J.L. Keisler, same address. Self-employed at 
Navasota TX. Card is signed J.L. Keisler. “scar on right side of stomach” Height: 5’10 ½” – 
weight: 147 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 17 Sep 1917 
Discharged 25 Apr 1919 
Address:  Richards, Grimes TX 
Rank/unit:  wagoner, St. Aignan Cas Co 2923 
 
TX, WWI military card 
Jesse L. Keisler, serial 250547. Resident of Shiro, Grimes TX. Inducted into Army at Navasota TX on 
19 Sep 1917 at age 22 years, 6 months. Born Shiro TX. In Co. E (17th Co.), 20th Engineers to 
discharge. Rank: private. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 21 Apr 1919. Discharged 25 Apr 1919. 0% 
disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 Mar 1895 Shiro, Grimes TX (F: Montgomery Co. TX)  
Died: 27 Mar 1975 Houston, Harris TX  
Find A Grave record:  65204342 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location: Crabbs Prairie, Walker TX 
Cemetery:  McAdams 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Wisconsin PFC Co A 107 Supply Tn WWI 
 
Father:  Daniel Efrid (“Ef”) Keisler, 25 Jul 1854 [1856 on his TX death certificate] Lexington Co. SC – 
27 Apr 1933 Montgomery Co. TX. Son of Jesse Thomas Keisler & Mary Franklow.  He died of 
influenza.  
Married in 1880 to Mary Jane Thomas, 12 Dec 1856 – 28 Jan 1882, F: 38914405. They had a 
daughter, Mary Lou Annie Keisler, who died 10 days before her mother did.  Mary Jane is buried in 
Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 38914405 
In 1884 Daniel Keisler married Susan Elizabeth Wade. They had Mary, Thomas, Mattie, Jesse, 
Lawrence & Clara. 
In 1922, Daniel married Mary Ann Hollingsworth. She had been married to George Dee Fee (1892-
1983, F: 77620208) in 1914; she was also married to Lonza C. Livingston (1893-1977). She had a 
son George H. Fee (1919-1944). Daniel & Mary Ann had Nelson & twins Hattie & Alfred. Daniel was 
one month short of his 72nd birthday when his twins were born. Mary Ann is buried in Copeland 
Chapel Cemetery, Conroe, Montgomery TX. F: 123965736 
Daniel is buried in Bays Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. 
Find A Grave:  38914080 
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Mother:  Susan Elizabeth (“Betty”) Wade Keisler, 10 Nov 1867 AL – 11 Nov 1912 Montgomery Co. 
TX. Daughter of Elijah T. Wade & Margarette Elizabeth Wilkinson. Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, 
Montgomery Co. TX. 
Find A Grave:  38914103 
Parents’ marriage:  1884 
 
Spouse:  Willena Mae Fitzgerald Keisler, 1 May 1895 Point Blank, San Jacinto TX – 27 Mar 1926 
Montgomery Co. TX. She was the 9th of 12 children born to Thomas McCants Fitzgerald & Emma 
Grace Capers. According to her Find A Grave record, she had red hair, was petite, with very small 
feet (the size of a child’s) & loved by all. Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  38881143 
Marriage: 1920 
 
Spouse:  Lola Alleen Baldwin Keisler, 22 Dec 1904 Walker Co. TX – 19 Sep 1997 Navasota, Grimes 
Co. TX. Daughter of Charles William Baldwin & Lula Allen Wilson. Buried in McAdams Cemetery, 
Crabbs Prairie, Walker TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  52459265 
Marriage: 8 Nov 1929 Grimes Co. TX. Jesse was age 21, Lola age 18.  
 
Children: by his 1st wife, Willena Mae Fitzgerald 

• Leo Keisler, 8 Oct 1921 Oakhurst, San Jacinto TX – 16 Mar 2004 Tow, Llano TX. Called Leo 
Keisler Jr. Married on 13 Nov 1942 in Fort Bend Co. TX to Elma (Alma) Ernestine Webster 
(1918-2012). Served in the US Coast Guard in WWII. Buried in Bluffton Center, Bluffton, 
Llano TX. F: 65205138 

• Ray Sanders Keisler, 22 Jan 1923 TX – 22 Sep 1923 TX. Buried with his mother & stillborn 
brother [unnamed], born 5 days before his mother’s death in 1926. Buried in Bay’s Chapel 
Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 65204788 

• Thomas Earl Keisler, 18 Aug 1924 TX – 13 Jan 1986 Harris Co. TX. Thomas served in the US 
Army 30 Mar 1943 to 25 Dec 1945 and 12 Dec 1947 to 11 Dec 1951. Married Elizabeth 
Natalie (“Libby”) Lorehn on 6 Aug 1969 in Navasota, Brazos TX. Elizabeth (SSN 456-46-
7096) was born 28 Aug 1932 & died 18 Apr 1997. She had married Samuel Rambo Litzenerg 
29 Jan 1955 in Harris Co. TX. Elizabeth was the daughter of Edmond Lewis Lorehn & Virginia 
Ewing. According to an Ancestry.com family tree, Thomas also was married to another 
woman by whom he had several children, including Robert Earl Keisler (1952-2003, F: 
125508318) whose murder in Washington State was still unsolved in 2014. Thomas is 
buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 174818133 

• Infant boy Keisler, b. & d. 22 Mar 1926 TX. Delivered stillborn while his mother Willena was 
suffering from pneumonia. She died 5 days after his birth. Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, 
Montgomery Co. TX. F: 174818133 

 
Children: by his 2nd wife, Lola Alleen Baldwin 

• Stella Mae Keisler Meyer, 11 Mar 1931 Roans Prairie, Grimes TX – 24 Mar 1988 St. Clair Co. 
IL. When Stela [TX birth listing] was born, Jesse worked at a filling station. Wife of Philip 
(Phil) Hardin Meyer, 25 Aug 1920 Navasota, Grimes TX - 16 Jul 1989, a resident of Fairview 
Heights, St. Clair IL. Son of Sol Meyer & Frances Epstein, SSN 452-44-5846. Phil is buried in 
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, Lemary, St. Louis Co. MO, F: 81378196. He was a 
colonel in the US Air Force, serving in WWII, Korea & Vietnam. Phil & Stella married 31 Jul 
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1951 in Tarrant Co. TX. Stella is buried in Lake View Memorial Gardens, Fairview Heights, 
St. Clair IL. F: 99177776 

• Betty/Gloria Sue Keisler, 4 Feb 1937 TX – 5 Feb 1941 Navasota, Grimes TX. Age 3 in 1940 
census. Her birth certificate lists her name as Gloria Sue. The 1940 census lists her name 
as Betty Gloria. Note her fatal accident & death occur on the 23rd anniversary of the sinking 
of the “Tuscania.” Her TX death certificate (for Betty Gloria) records her death at age 4 from 
1st-, 2nd- & 3rd-degree burns following an accident with boiling water. She was a resident of 
Roans Prairie, Grimes TX. Died in the Brazos Valley Sanitarium, Navasota, Grimes TX. 
Buried in McAdams Cemetery, Crabbs Prairie, Walker Co. TX according to her death 
certificate & Find A Grave. F: 52459130   

• Jesse Baldwin Keisler, 1 May 1940 Huntsville, Walker TX – 27 Aug 2002 College Station, 
Brazos TX. SSN 466-56-9469. The 1940 census record for his family is not dated; he was not 
entered, so born after it was enumerated. Master sergeant, US Army, Vietnam War. 
Husband of Christl Keisler (b. 1 Aug 1940 Crailsheim, Wurttemberg, Germany). She was 
married in her birthplace on 5 Mar 1960 to Jesse, born at Huntsville, Walker TX. 1 May 1940. 
He was temporarily stationed abroad; their US residence was 809 N. York St., Killeen, Bell 
TX. She entered the US on 14 Dec 1960 at McGuire Air Force Base NJ.   Her naturalization 
petition of 14 Feb 1964 is copied above.  Buried in Rest-Ever Memorial Park, Bryan, Brazos 
TX. F: 134183216 

• Lawrence Allen Keisler, 16 Jun 1943 TX (county 093, Grimes Co. TX) -    . Married Deborah J. 
Koonce on 30 Jun 1973 in Grimes Co. TX; Lawrence was age 30, Deborah age 21. Divorced 
29 Sep 1975 in Grimes Co. TX. Married Ruth A. Mai 13 Jul 1979 in Grimes Co. TX.  

• Lana Alleen Keisler Doan, 7 Apr 1945 TX (county 093, Grimes Co. TX) -   Her surname was 
Doan in Aug 2002 when her brother Jesse Baldwin Keisler died. Her 2021 Facebook page 
notes she was a graduate of Navasota (TX) High School in 1963 & worked for the US Postal 
Service. She had married David R. Doan, Navasota High School Class of 1959.  

 
 

 
Siblings:  Jesse was born after Mattie & before Eleanor. 

• Mary Keisler (“Decie”) Bryant, 8 May 1886 Montgomery Co. TX – 28 Jul 1954 Harris Co. TX. 
Wife of Sanders Alvin Bryant (1882-1931) whom she married 31 May 1906 in McKinney, 
Collin TX at the residence of the officiant, Rev. John McKinney. Her tombstone reads: Decie 
Keisler Bryant. Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 69198827 

• Thomas Efird Keisler, 22 Apr 1888 TX – 29 Aug 1969 Houston, Harris TX. Husband of Rena 
Fulton (1892-1974). Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 69197624 

• Florence Evelyn Keisler Dennis, 1 Aug 1890 – Oct 1974. Wife of Monroe Jefferson Dennis 
(1893-1953). Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 197248330 

• Mattie Mae Keisler Harman, 27 Oct 1892 – 26 Aug 1984. Wife of Nathaniel Byrd Harman 
(1887-1947). Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 69199192 

• Eleanor Inez Keisler Myers, 26 Mar 1899 TX– 8 Aug 1962. Wife of Andrew G. Myers. Buried in 
Rosenberg Cemetery, Rosenberg, Fort Bend Co. TX. F: 46086593 

• Dannie Arell Keisler Roelse, 27 Jun 1901 Montgomery Co. TX – 20 Oct 1995 Austin, Travis TX. 
Wife of Abraham Cornelius Roelse (1882-1960). Buried in Walnut Creek Baptist Church 
Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 59408158 

• George Willie Keisler, 24 Jul 1903 Navasota, Grimes TX – 21 Jun 1968. Husband of Lena M. 
(1906-1986). Buried in Southland Memorial Park, Grand Prairie, Dallas TX. F; 113548913 
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• Lawrence Newton Keisler, 8 Sep 1905 Grimes Co. TX – 17 Aug 1937 Navasota, Grimes TX. 
Husband of Hattie Wilma Henderson (1913-1994) who later married Joseph Manuel 
Apostolo & then a man named Yeargin (the name under which she is buried, F: 41432165). 
Lawrence is buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 38881218 

• Clara Lee Keisler Jackson, 20 Jul 1909 Richards, Grimes TX – 24 Jul 1927 Galveston, 
Galveston TX. Wife of Ed Jackson. Obituary in “Galveston (TX) Daily News” Sunday 24 Jul 
1927 p 7 copied above. Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 38914153 

 
Half-sibling: by his father Daniel Efrid Keisler’s marriage to Mary Jane Thomas (1880) 

• Mary Lou Annie Keisler, 17 Oct 1881 – 18 Jan 1882. Mary Lou died 10 days before her mother 
Mary Jane. Buried in Bay’s Chapel Cemetery, Montgomery Co. TX. F: 38914405 

 
Half-siblings: by his father Daniel Efrid Keisler’s marriage to Mary Ann Hollingsworth (1922) 

• Nelson Efford Keisler  , 30 Aug 1923 Walker Co. TX – 27 Aug 2004 Moscow, Polk TX. 
Husband of Suvella Lurene Stephens (1933-2016). Veteran of the US Navy in WWII. Buried 
in Jones Prairie Cemetery, Leggett, Polk TX. F: 24076449 

• Hattie Ellen Keisler Ray, 28 Jun 1926 Carrizo Springs, Dimmit TX – 25 Dec 2014. Twin sister 
of Alfred Daniel Keisler. Wife of Benjamin Alfred Ray (1918-1997). Buried in Copeland 
Chapel Cemetery, Conroe, Montgomery TX. F: 216681933 

• Alfred Daniel Keisler, 28 Jun 1926 Carrizo Springs, Dimmit TX – 23 May 2018 Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma County OK. Alfred joined the US Navy at age 16 & soon after his 17th birthday, 
was driving a landing craft to land Marines on the shores of Iowa Jim. After WWII he worked 
on a seismograph crew traveling the country & while in Anadarko OK met Twila G. Killer 
(1932-2016), whom he married 7 Sep 1951. They continued traveling with the crew & 
returned from North Dakota to live permanently in Anadarko OK in 1953. A mechanic, he 
retired from his short-haul trucking company in 1990. Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, 
Anadarko, Caddo OK. F: 190015479 

 
Stepbrother: son of his father Daniel’s 3rd wife, Mary Ann Hollingsworth, by her husband George 
Dee Fee. 

• George H. Fee, 1919 TX – 11 Jan 1944 Oschersleben, Landkreis Börde, Sachsen-Anhalt, 
Germany.  A sergeant in the US Army, killed in WWII. Buried in the Netherlands American 
Cemetery & Memorial, Margraten, Eijsden-Margraten Municipality, Limburg, Netherlands. 
F: 56298629 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – Jesse Lee Keisler of Spiro TX is 1 of the 85 
survivors reported from TX.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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TX death certificate: Jesse Leo Keisler, born 27 Mar 1895 Grimes Co. TX. Died at age 80 on 27 Mar 
1975 in St. Luke’s Hospital, Houston, Harris TX where he had been hospitalized for 4 days. Hew as 
a resident of 601 E. Johnson St., Navasota TX. Married. Sawmill operator. Son of Ephord Keisler & 
Elizabeth Wade. WWI veteran. SSN 562-32-8205-A. Informant: Lola B. Keisler. Died of respiratory 
failure. Had adenocarcinoma & right pleural effusion for approximately 6 months. Buried in 
McAdams Cemetery, Walker Co. TX.  
  
Social Security number: 462-32-8205  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Precinct 8, Grimes Co. TX 
Efrid Keisler, 46 SC, Jul 1854, parents b. SC, married 15 years, farmer 
Bettie, 40 AL, May 1860, parents b. AL, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Mary, 14 TX, Apr 1886 
Tom E., 12 TX, Mar 1888, farm laborer 
Florence, 9 TX, Oct 1890 
Mattie, 7 TX, Mar 1893 
Jesse, 4 TX, Mar 1896 
Eleanor, 2 TX, Mar 1898 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 5, Montgomery TX – his parents & some of his siblings. Jesse & some other 
siblings are “missing” – conducted 26 Apr 1910 
Dan E. Keisler, 54 SC, parents b. SC, saw mill, also farm 
Bettie, 42 AL, parents b. GA, 10 children are alive [does not fill in column with “number of children 
born” question]  
Thomas E., 22 TX, sawyer 
Florence, 19 TX 
Mattie, 17 TX 
George W., 15 TX, machinist 
Lawrence, 4 TX 
Clara, 9 months TX 
 
1930 Precinct 8, Grimes Co. TX – Jesse’s children from his 1st marriage was not with him 
Leo KEASLER, 35 TX, age 24 at 1st marriage, laborer, saw mill, WWI veteran 
Lola, 25 TX, age 24 at 1st marriage 
[The next census entry is for his brother Tom E. Keasler, 25 TX & his wife Rena, 37 TX] 
 
Jesse is listed twice in the 1940 census, in different locations: 
 
1940  Roans Prairie, Grimes TX – in 1935 in rural Montgomery Co. TX – date of enumeration not 
listed 
Jesse Leo Keisler, 45 TX, owner, sawmill 
Lola, 35 TX 
Leo Jr., 18 TX, laborer, saw mill 
Thomas Earl, 15 TX, laborer, saw mill 
Stella Mae, 9 TX 
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Betty Gloria, 3 TX 
 
1940 Grimes Co. TX – in rural Montgomery Co. in 1935 – conducted 2 May 1940 
J.L. Keisler, 44 TX, operator, sawmill 
Lola, 34 TX 
J.L. Jr., 18 TX, truck driver, saw mill 
Thomas, 14 TX 
Stella M., 8 TX 
Bettie, 3 TX 
 
 


