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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Kramer, Ralph Adolf 
 1897 AR – 1984 AR  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-69WN-
L?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY5-6L19 
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Carl (?) Kramer – otherwise everything is more accurate – “Daily Arkansas Gazette” (Little 

Rock AR) 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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William Earl Bennett does not survive - “Daily Arkansas Gazette” (Little Rock AR) 12 Feb 

1918 p 1 
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Letter home did not mention the Tuscania – except that the fountain pen his family gave 

him is now at the bottom of the ocean – “Daily Arkansas Gazette” (Little Rock AR) Thursday 
7 Mar 1918 p 2 
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“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 14 

 
      

 

 
Delayed AR birth certificate of his sister Lora Marie Kramer – dated 6 Sep 1944 – birth 22 Jul 1898 to 

august Kramer & Luella Riddell - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00448-

00955?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=757163   
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00448-00955?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=757163
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00448-00955?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=757163
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obituary of son Dr. Ralph Geren Kramer - 
https://www.arkansasonline.com/obituaries/2012/jan/29/ralph-kramer-2012-01-29/  
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Delores Elizabeth Frank, of Caledonia, Houston MN married Dr. Ralph Geren Kramer on 26 Jul 1947 
in St. Joseph’s Cathedral, San Diego, San Diego CA – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Wednesday 6 Aug 
1947 p 8 
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Obituary of daughter Betty Lou Kramer Adams - https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/fort-

smith-ar/betty-adams-5101851  
 

Name: Ralph Adolf Kramer 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,998 
Entered service from:  Alma, Crawford AR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ralph A. Kramer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Muella Kramer, RFD 3, Alma AR 
Returned from war on:  "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ralph A. Kramer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Luella Kramer, Alma AR (pvt, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster):  1119 N. 35th St., Fort Smith AR 
World War II draft registration (1942):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 22 Nov 1917 
Discharged 26 Mar 1919 
Address:  Fort Smith AR 
Rank/unit:  private, 42nd Co., 162nd Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 Mar 1897 Alma, Crawford AR  
Died: 7 Jul 1984 Fort Smith, Sebastian AR  

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/fort-smith-ar/betty-adams-5101851
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/fort-smith-ar/betty-adams-5101851
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Find A Grave record:  51729858 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
 Burial location:  Fort Smith, Sebastian AR 
Cemetery:  Forest Park 
Tombstone:    
 
Father: August (Augustus) Kramer, Aug 1854 (also found as 1852 Germany – 15 Feb 1917 Sebastian 
Co. AR. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Fort Smith, Sebastian AR. 
Find A Grave:  51729000 
 
Mother: Lovella (Louella/Lon) J. Riddell Kramer, Mar 1863 Greene Co. OH – 10 Mar 1947 Sebastian 
Co. AR. Daughter of Robert Wilson Riddell & Lydia J. Speer. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Fort 
Smith, Sebastian AR.  
Find A Grave:  51729828 
Parents’ marriage:  21 Jun 1893 Crawford Co. AR 
 
Spouse: Elsie Natalie Geren Kramer, 9 Oct 1900 Sebastian Co. AR – 13 Nov 1962 Fort Smith, 
Sebastian AR. Daughter of Andrew Jackson Geren (1876-1955, F: 46404422) & Beulah Beatrice Van 
Cleave (1878-1966, F: 46404428). 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 9 Mar 1920 Fort Smith, Sebastian AR. Ralph A. Kramer, age 22 & Elsie Natalie Geren, age 
19, both residents of Fort Smith, Sebastian AR obtained their marriage license & married on the 
same day.  
 
Spouse: Mabel Eddell/Eddel Creekmore Graham Kramer, 27 Aug 1909 Crawford Co. AR – 5 Feb 
2001 [last residence Yuba City, Sutter CA – dying 83 years to the day since the Tuscania sank). SSN 
54812-5507. Daughter of Robert L. Creekmore & Sara E. Tye. Married on 14 Nov 1931 in Washington 
Co. AR to Thomas Nelson Graham (1908 AR – 1970 CA, F: 27788510).  Buried in Bluff Cemetery, 
Springdale, Washington Co. AR with Thomas. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 27788486 
Marriage: 1 Apr 1972 Santa Clara Co. CA. Ralph A. Kramer, age 75, married Mabel E. Creekmore 
Graham, age 62. 
 
Children: 

• Ralph Geren (“Billy”) Kramer, 8 Mar 1921 Fort Smith, Sebastian AR – 28 Jan 2012 Fort Smith, 
Sebastian AR. SSN 431-26-4158, Graduated from high school in 1937. Attended Medical 
School of the U of AR (Little Rock AR), graduating in 1944. Trained at the US Naval Hospital 
(San Diego CA); on active duty with the Navy 1943-196 & 1953-1954. Chief of staff at St. 
Edward Mercy Medical Center; chief of staff at Sparks Regional Medical Center, president 
of the Sebastian County Medical Society. On various boards. Family practice physician for 
over 40 years. – First wife was Delores Elizabeth Frank (1924-2000, F: 17504418), daughter 
of Peter J. Frank (1883-1967, F: 153890024) & and Catherine Penning (1884-1972, F: 
153890067), whom Ralph married 26 Jul 1947 in St. Joseph’s Cathedral, San Diego, San 
Diego CA .  – His widow was Millie Kramer. Survived by 1 daughter & 3 sons. – buried in Fort 
Smith National Cemetery, Fort Smith, Sebastian AR. F: 84137394 

• Betty Lou Kramer Adams, 1 Apr 1923 Fort Smith, Sebastian AR – 12 May 2012 Fort Smith, 
Sebastian AR. Wife of Carl Bogue Adams (1919-1990, F: 34057260), whom she married 
when she was age 23 & he was age 27. Obtained a marriage license on 6 Dec 1946 in 
Sebastian Co. AR & married on 8 Dec 1946. - Retired financial officer from Southside High 
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School. Survived by 2 daughters & 1 son. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Fort Smith, 
Sebastian AR. F: 34057277 

 
Siblings:  

• Walter V. Kramer, 9 Mar 1894 Van Buren, Crawford AR – 5 [also found as 15] Nov 1973 
Alma, Crawford AR. SSN 430-64-9422. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Fort Smith, 
Sebastian AR. F: 51729866 

• Charles August Kramer, 10 Nov 1895 Van Buren, Crawford AR – 10 Aug 1959 AR. Husband 
of Nina Taylor (1903-1962, F: 36703325) whom he married 3 Feb 1926 in Crawford Co. AR. 
Their daughter: Faye Marie Kramer (later Beller), 1927-2011. Buried in Gracelawn Cemetery, 
Van Buren, Crawford AR. F: 36703336 

• Lora Marie Kramer McDonald, 22 Jul 1898 Alma, Crawford AR – 9 Feb 1972 AR. Name is Lora 
Marie on AR delayed birth certificate. Married William Norman McDonald (1906-1993, F: 
39882501) when she was age 59, on 2 Nov 1957 in AR. -   Buried in Gill Cemetery, Van 
Buren, Crawford AR. F: 39882454 

 
Notes:  

 
The woman “Marie Kramer” linked on Find A Grave (51729841) to Lovella is not her daughter. This is 
Mamie Kramer, died 1920.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Fort Smith AR city directory 1953 
Kramer, Ralph A. (Elsie N.) salesman, Beall Dry Goods, resident of 2013 South L 
Kramers, Ralph (Delores), USN [Navy], resident of 2320 South N 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 4309-6137 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Alma, Crawford AR 
Agustus Kramer, 47 Germany, Aug 1852, parents b. Germany, married 7 years, emigrated 1869, in 
US for 31 years, naturalized, farmer 
Lou Ellen, 37 AR, Mar 1863, father b. Germany, mother b. OH, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Walter, 6 AR, Mar 1894 
Charles, 4 AR, Nov 1895 
Ralph, 3 AR, Mar 1897 
Marie, 1 R, Jul 1898 
 
1910 Alma, Crawford AR 
[head of household:] A. Kramer, 57 Germany, parents b. Germany, married 17 years, farmer, farm 
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Loualla, 47 OH, father b. PA, mother b. OH, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Walter, 16 MO 
Charles A., 14 AR 
Ralph, 13 AR 
Marie, 11 AR 
R.W. Riddell, 73 PA, widowed, parents b. PA [father-in-law] 
 
1920 Alma, Crawford AR 
Chas. Kramer, 24 AR, farmer, farm [head of household] 
Walter, 26 AR, occupation: none [brother] 
Ralph, 22 AR, salesman, dry goods company [brother] 
Mara, 20 AR [sister] 
& mother Lon [Lou?], 57 OH, widowed, father b. PA, mother b. IA 
[for the children: father b. Germany, mother b. OH] 
 
1930 Fort Smith, Sebastian AR 
Ralph Kramer, 35 AR, father b. Germany, mother b. AR, age 23 at 1st marriage, proprietor, grocery 
store 
Elsie, 29 AR, father b. TN, mother b. AR, age 19 at 1st marriage – says not a veteran, but no man on 
this census page is a veteran, which seems unlikely 
Billy, 9 AR 
Betty Lou, 7 AR 
 
1940 Fort Smith, Sebastian AR – 1105 S. 22nd St. – same house in 1935 
Ralph Kramer, 43 AR, traveling salesman, shoe (?) & dry goods 
Elsie, 39 AR 
Ralph S./G., 19 AR, gas station attendant, retail gas station 
Betty Lou, 17 AR 
 
 


