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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Kramer, Joe / Kramer, Joseph 
 1896 WI – 1981 WI 

\\  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-69BR-

V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTV-VKDM 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-69BR-V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTV-VKDM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-69BR-V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTV-VKDM
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US National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, Milwaukee WI - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P82-

8TX?i=388&cc=1916230&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVH4V-72D 
 

 

marriage record Joe Kramer & Marie Hoglund - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-
DYLX-6M?i=26&cc=1452395&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN3BZ-1H3 
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Kramer family - Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mellen, Ashland Co. WI -  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61584/images/47830_554730-
00668?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=31088197 

 
News: 

  
The article continues with information on the 2nd game – “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Wednesday 

19 Aug 1936 p 7 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61584/images/47830_554730-00668?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=31088197
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61584/images/47830_554730-00668?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=31088197
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“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 29 Jul 1939 p 9 
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“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Friday 19 Jan 1940 p 8 

 

 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 11 Jan 1941 p 9 

 
Father: 
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“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 18 Aug 1934 p 6 

 
Children: 

  
 

 
Daughter Dona Harriet Kramer – “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Thursday 9 Jan 1941 p 13 
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Marriage of daughter Dona H. Kramer to John M. Harrison on 5 Jul 1941 at Bayfield WI – “Ironwood 

(MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 23 Aug 1941 p 3 
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Obituary of son Kendal Robert Kramer – “Chicago (IL) Tribune” Saturday 14 Mar 1992 p 17 

 

 
Engagement of son Kendal Robert Kramer to Mary Norma Smith of Newport RI – “Newport (RI) 

Mercury” Friday 8 Dec 1944 p 5 
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“Newport (RI) Mercury” Friday 20 Jul 1945 p 7 

 
 

 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Tuesday 9 Oct 1973 p 14 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Obituary of brother Henry J. Kendal, died Tuesday 21 Oct 1941 – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” 

Thursday 23 Oct 1941 p 12 
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Left: Obituary of brother Henry J. Kramer’s wife, (Georgiana) Marie Surprise Kramer Eagan – 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 11 Apr 1968 p 24 – Right: Obituary of brother Henry J. Kramer – 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 22 Oct 1941 p 9 
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Obituary of brother Henry J. Kramer – “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Thursday 23 Oct 1941 p 8 
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Obituary of his brother Henry J. Kramer’s wife Marie Surprise Kramer’s 2nd husband, James Robert 

Eagan – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 5 Feb 1973 p 23 
 
 
Name: Joe Kramer 
Name variations:  Joseph Kramer. His WI birth record lists him as Frank Joseph Cramer, born 29 
Feb 1896 Rib Lake WI to Frank Cramer & Josepha Lerch. 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. E (WI Vets Museum = Co. F.) - private 
Serial number:  251,241 
Entered service from:  Mellen, Ashland WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joe Kramer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Frank Kramer, Mellen WI 
Returned from war on:  "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joe Kramer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Frank Kramer, Mellen WI (PFC, Co. F, 101st Supply Train) 
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World War I draft registration (1917):  as Joseph Kramer - b. 29 Feb 1896 Rib Lake WI; res: Mellen, 
Ashland WI. Single. Common labor, Union Tanning Co., Mellen WI. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Joseph Kramer - b. 29 Feb 1896 Rib Lake WI; res: Mellen, 
Ashland WI. NOK Mrs. Marie Kramer, same address. Employed at Penokee Veneer Co., Mellen WI. 
“left thumb missing” – card is signed Joseph Kramer. Height: 5’8 ½” – weight 147 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 26 Apr 1919  
Address:  Mellen WI 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 2nd Co., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 29 Feb 1896 Rib Lake, Taylor WI  
Died: 30 Dec 1981 Mellen, Ashland WI     
Find A Grave record:  12887391, presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Mellen, Ashland WI 
Cemetery:  Mellen Union 
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Frank Kramer, Jul 1860 Germany – 1944 Mellen, Ashland WI. Buried in Mellen Union 
Cemetery, Mellen, Ashland WI 
Find A Grave:  12933787 
 
Mother:  Sophie/Sophia Lerch Kramer, Aug 1869 [Find A Grave: 1871] Germany – 1946 Mellen, 
Ashland WI. Buried in Mellen Union Cemetery, Mellen, Ashland WI. 
Find A Grave:  12933785 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Marie C. Hoglund Kramer, 26 Feb 1901 Mason, Bayfield WI – 30 Jun 1988 Mellen, Ashland 
WI. SSN 389-30-0191. Daughter of John Olof Hoglund (1873-1952, F: 12933795) & Anna Charlotta 
Nelson (1876-1942, F: 12933793). Buried in Mellen Union Cemetery, Mellen, Ashland WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  12887396 
Marriage: 9 Oct 1920 Bessemer, Gogebic MI. Joe Kramer, age 24, resident of Mellen WI, born Rib 
Lake WI, laborer, son of Frank Kramer & Sophie Lerch, not previously married – Marie Hoglund, age 
19, resident of Mellen WI, born Mason WI, typesetter, daughter of John Hoglund & Anna Nelson, not 
previously married. Married by justice of the peace W.J. Haggerson. - “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe”  
Monday 11 Oct 1920 p 3 – marriage license issued by the county clerk to Joe Kramer & Marie 
Hogland [sic], both of Mellen Wi. 
 
 
Children: 

• Dona H. [found as Harriet in church record & as Helen on Ancestry.com] Kramer Harrison, 8 
May 1921 Mellen, Ashland WI – 7 Feb 1988 St. Louis Park, Hennepin MN. Graduate of 
Mellen High School (1939). “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Monday 29 Mary 1939 p 15 – Mellen 
High School held commencement on Thursday. One of the class of 36 seniors was Dona 
Kramer of Mellen. - Wife of John M. Harrison (1919-1992, F: 11973588) whom she married 5 



14 
 

 

Jul 1941 in Bayfield, Bayfield WI. Buried in St. Agnes Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland WI. F: 
11973593 

• Kendal Ronald Kramer, 30 Oct 1922 Mellen, Ashland WI – 11 Mar 1992 Ashland, Ashland 
WI. SN 393-12-4754. Middle name listed as Roland on church record. Played on the 
basketball team at Mellen High School (1938/1939). On his WWII draft card (1942), Kendal 
lived at 2831 Woodard St., Chicago IL & was employed at Duro Metal Products Co., 2649 
Kildare Ave. Chicago IL. NOK was Mrs. Joe Kramer of Mellen WI. – Kendal worked for Duro 
Metal for 45 years until moving to Ashland WI in 1974. - Husband of Mary Norma Smith 
(daughter of Alfred Smith of Newport RI); they were engaged in 1944 while Kendal was a 
gunner’s mate, 2nd class, in the US Navy.  Buried in St. Agnes Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland 
WI. F: 11973800 

 
Siblings:  one sibling died by the time of the 1900 census 

• Henry J. Kramer, 27 Mar 1891 Rib Lake, Taylor WI – 21 Oct 1941 Kenosha, Kenosha WI (St. 
Catherine’s Hospital). On his WWI (1917) draft card, lived in Mellen WI, worked at Foster 
Latimer Lumber Co., had a wife & 1 child. – Married 2 Jun 1914 in Mellen, Ashland WI to 
Georgiana Marie Surprise (who used the name Marie but whose FL death record lists her as 
Georgiana Marie Eagan), the daughter of Felix Surprise (1857-1945, F: 176441981) & 
Aramania (1867-1924, F: 176440862). Their name also appears as Suprenant & Surprenant. 
Marie, SSN 396-16-1226, born 12 May 1894 WI, died 4 Apr 1968 Bradenton, Manatee FL, 
later married James Robert Eagan (23 May 1897 – 5 Feb 1973, F: 142968816). James is 
buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Caledonia, Racine WI with his 1st wife, Helga 
Jensen (1902-1944, F: 142968827).  Marie Surprise Kramer Eagan is buried in St. James 
Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI with Henry, F: 176331858.  -  In the 1930 census, Henry 
(39 WI) & Marie G. (36 WI) lived with son Roy James Kramer in Kenosha, Kenosha WI where 
he worked in a bed factory & she worked in Pad Mill Excelsior Bed Factory. - In the 1940 
census, Henry (49 WI) & Marie (46 WI) lived at 6628 – 25th Ave., Kenosha, Kenosha WI; he 
worked in a furniture manufacturing Company. Buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. F: 176366569 

• Emma Kramer Hawkinson, 19 Apr 1893 Taylor Co. WI – 24 Mar 1959 Ashland, Ashland WI. 
SSN 392-22-9651. Wife of Charles Hawkinson (20 Nov 1889 Worthington, Nobles MN – Feb 
1971, F: 12924413). His birth name appears to be Carl Leonard/Leonord Hawkinson; he 
uses Carl Leonord on his WWII (1942) draft card.  – Listed in the 1920 census for Mellen, 
Ashland WI: Charles (30 MN, parents b. Sweden, foreman) & Emma (24 WI, parents b. 
Germany). - In the 1930 census Charles (40 WI) & Emma (37 WI) Hawkinson live in Mellen, 
Ashland WI where he is a railroad conductor. Emma reports her 1st marriage at age 17 & 
Charles at age 20, so they were married circa 1920. Buried in Mellen Union Cemetery, 
Mellen, Ashland WI. F: 12924410. 

 
Notes:   https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/82884490/person/142126208614/facts?_phsrc=hFB23590&_phstart=successSo
urce 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – Maybe His 
Name is Here” – lists Joe Kramer of Mellen WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
Joe Kramer was active in youth recreation, softball, the American Legion & other community 
activities in Mellen WI. 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 14 Jan 1928 p 11 – the Mellen American Legion, among them 
Sgt. Joe Kramer, went to Ashland Wednesday for a banquet  
 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Monday 2 Jul 1928 p 6 – Joe Kramer was one of the delegates elected 
to attend the American Legion convention in Wausau WI on Aug 13-15, 1928. 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Wednesday 23 Oct 1929 p 8 – American Legion member 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday Jul 1934 p 8 – Mrs. Joe Kramer left Friday for Ashland WI to 
visit her husband who is now employed there. 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Friday 13 Sep 1935 p 6 – Joe Kramer is overseeing incoming exhibit 
booths for the Bad River Valley Fair Association. 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 23 May 1936 p 5 – Zion Lutheran Church had 9 people in its 
Confirmation class. Two were Dona Kramer & Kendal Kramer.  
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Friday 5 Jul 1936 p 2 – one of the instructors at the new Mellen 
Recreational project is Joe Kramer. 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Friday 20 Nov 1936 p 13 – Joe Kramer, commander of the American 
Legion, is one of those on the new Citizens Safety Council, which will address traffic & safety. 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Friday 23 Jul 1937 p 13 – Joe Kramer is the assistant director of the 
county softball league 
 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Tuesday 6 Nov 1973 p 9 – Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kramer visited relatives in 
Chicago, Carpentersville, Hinsdale & Hanover Park IL. 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 704-12-2850 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Rib Lake, Taylor WI – Forest St. N. 
Frauls/Frands [Frank] KRAEMER, 39 Germany, Jul 1860, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1888, in US 
for 12 years, married 9 years, laborer (tannery) 
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Sophie, 30 Germany, Aug 1869, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1882, in US for 17 years, gave birth 
to 4 children, 3 are living 
Henry, 9 WI, Mar 1891 
Emma, 7 WI, Apr 1893  
Jos., 4 WI, Feb 1896 
 
1905 WI state census – Morse, Ashland WI 
Frank Kramer, 44 Germany, tannery labor 
Sophia, 35 Germany 
Henry, 14 WI 
Emma, 12 WI 
Joseph, 9 WI 
 
1910 Mellen, Ashland WI – 202 Monroe St. 
Frank CRAMER, 50 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, emigrated 
1888, naturalized, laborer, tanery [sic] 
Sophia, 39 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1883, gave birth to 4 children, 
3 are living 
Henery, 19 Wi, laborer, tanery [sic] 
Emma, 17 WI 
Joseph, 14 WI 
 
1920 Mellen, Ashland Wi 
Frank Kramer, 60 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1880, [does not read naturalized; does 
it read “alien”?], laborer, tannery 
Sophie, 48 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1876,  
Joe, 24 WI, single, laborer, veneer plant 
 
1930 Mellen, Ashland WI 
Joseph Kramer, 34 WI, parents b. Germany, age 24 at 1st marriage, laborer, saw mill, WWI veteran 
Marie, 29 WI, parents b. Sweden, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Dona, 8 WI 
Kendal, 7 WI 
 
1940 Mellen, Ashland WI – same place in 1935 
Joseph Kramer, 43 WI, recreational director, WPA 
Marie, 39 WI 
Dona [indexed as Daria], 18 WI, bookkeeper, real estate land office 
Kendal, 17 WI, N.Y.A. [federal National Youth Administration] 
 


