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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kramer, Jacob Wilfred 
1899 WI – 1970 WI 
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Jacob Wilfred Kramer – Find A Grave 195221730 
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Find A Grave 195221730 – The Kramer family - Jacob Wilfred Kramer standing in the back 
row, 2nd from left 

Father Peter Kramer seated in front (2nd from left) & mother Anna Lieburg Kramer, seated, 
far right. 

 

 
Anniversary of Jacob Wilfred Kramer & wife Martha Jacobs Kramer -  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1067890/person/-

2004385983/media/bfd3b8ea-acd3-4891-b4ca-
a4f560ce06ec?_phsrc=hFB23538&_phstart=successSource  

 
Tuscania: 

 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1067890/person/-2004385983/media/bfd3b8ea-acd3-4891-b4ca-a4f560ce06ec?_phsrc=hFB23538&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1067890/person/-2004385983/media/bfd3b8ea-acd3-4891-b4ca-a4f560ce06ec?_phsrc=hFB23538&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1067890/person/-2004385983/media/bfd3b8ea-acd3-4891-b4ca-a4f560ce06ec?_phsrc=hFB23538&_phstart=successSource
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Jacob Wilfred Kramer is 4th from the right – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 7 Feb 

1955 p 3 
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Jacob Wilfred Kramer is standing, 2nd from the right – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 

Monday 6 Feb 1956 p 1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1067890/person/-
2004385983/media/0cb65768-163b-4f78-8429-

286046614762?_phsrc=hFB23538&_phstart=successSource 
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” 13 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
Sgt. Oakley Parkhill writes to his father, attorney, G.B. Parkhill of Abbotsford WI, that the 

fate of Jacob W. Kramer is still unknown – “Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” 14 Feb 
1918 p 1 

 

 
The day earlier, the “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” 20 Feb 1918 p 1 had reported Jacob 
Kramer was a survivor - “Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” 21 Feb 1918 p 10 

 
 



7 
 

 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 7 Feb 1955 p 1 
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Obituary & death:  
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Military: 

 
 
 

 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of his wife Martha Jacobs Kramer –  according to this obituary she died at the 

home of her son Robert Kramer in Medford WI - “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Saturday 10 
Apr 1971 p 12 
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Obituary of Martha Jacobs Kramer – according to this obituary, she was found dead in the 
Kramer Plumbing Shop - “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Saturday 10 Apr 1971 p 6 
 
 

News: 
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“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 9 Sep 1943 p 10 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 11 Nov 1943 p 11 
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“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 3 Feb 1947 p 5 

 
Children: 

 

 
Left: son Robert Ernest Kramer, Find A Grave 93599187 – Right: son Wilfred Ray Kramer, 

Find A Grave 56973208 
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Left: Wedding of Louella J. Long to son Jack W. Kramer on 19 Jun 1947 – “Marshfield (WI) 

News-Herald” Monday 23 Jun 1947 p 6 – Right: obituary of son Robert Ernest Kramer – 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Wednesday 28 May 1997 p 13 
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Obituary of son Robert Ernest Kramer’s 1st wife & mother of his son Richard Elliot Kramer, 

Clara E. Cooper Kramer – “Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” Tuesday 23 Sep 1997 p 10 
 

https://www.wiclarkcountyhistory.org/4data/97/1163.htm 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Anna Kramer Wesle 
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Hunting accident death of brother Mathias Kramer – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 

Wednesday 19 Nov 1924 p 1 
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50th wedding anniversary of sister Hana Kramer & Iver Johnson – “Marshfield (WI) News-

Herald” Friday 3 Jul 1970 p 12 
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Obituary of sister Hana Kramer Johnson – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 23 Sep 

1991 p 15 
 
              
Name: Jacob Wilfred Kramer 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. F – private 1st class 
Serial number:  251,318 
Entered service from:  Abbotsford, Clark WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jacob W. Kramer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Peter Kramer, Abbotsford WI 
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919   
Sailed on return ship as:  Peter W. Kramer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Peter Kramer, Abbotsford WI (PFC, Co. F, 101st 
Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 107 Main St., Medford WI (1939 NTSA & 
1955 WI Survivors)  
World War II draft registration (1942):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
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Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 26 Apr 1919 
Address:  Medford WI 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 2nd Co., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 19 Jun 1899 Holway Township, Taylor WI  
Died: 12 Mar 1970 Medford, Taylor WI (at Memorial Hospital, Medford WI)   
Find A Grave record:  195221730 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Medford, Taylor WI 
Cemetery:  Evergreen I 
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Peter F. Kramer, May 1858 [Fond du Lac Co.?] WI – 1933. Buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery, 
Dotyville, Fond du Lac WI. 
Find A Grave:  67730297 
 
Mother: Anna Lieburg/Lieberg Kramer, Feb 1858 WI – 1933. In the 1870 census, daughter of Mattis 
& Mary Lieberg. Buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery, Dotyville, Fond Du Lac WI.   
Find A Grave:  67730296 
Parents’ marriage:  6 Sep 1881 Negaunee, Marquette MI. Peter was age 24, Anna was 23. Both had 
been born in WI; he was a laborer. Married by the rector of “St. P Church.” 
 
Spouse:  Martha K. Jacobs Kramer, 16 Apr 1898 Medford, Taylor WI – 8 Apr 1971 Medford, Taylor WI. 
Daughter of Ernest R. Jacobs (1877 IL – 1947 CA), who had operated a plumbing & heating business 
in Medford WI. Her father is also buried in Evergreen Cemetery, but is not on Find A Grave as of 25 
Jun 2021. Her mother was Stella Bambrough, whom Ernest married 6 Nov 1897. He operated 
Jacobs Plumbing & Heating Shop for 28 years; her parents moved to Los Angeles CA in 1933. 
According to one obituary, she died at the home of her son Robert Kramer in Medford WI – in the 
other version, she was found dead in the Kramer Plumbing Shop. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery I, 
Medford, Taylor WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  209485742 
Marriage: 1 May 11920 Duluth, St. Louis MN  
 
Children: 

• Robert Ernest Kramer, 7 Nov 1920 Medford, Taylor WI – 26 May 1997 Medford, Taylor WI. 
Married Clara Cooper (1916 IL – 1997 WI), the daughter of Clyde & Clover Cooper. They had 
a son,  Richard Elliot Kramer, b. Feb 1944.  (Richard’s wife was Mellodye). On 1 Oct 1960 
married Dorothy M. Seliger Paulus (1920-2010, F: 66162880) whose 1st husband was Earl 
Paulus. Dorothy was a corporate officer & office manager of Kramer Plumbing & Heating in 
Phillips WI & Medford WI from 1959 until 1989. Robert is buried in Evergreen Cemetery I, 
Medford, Taylor WI. F: 93599187 

• Jack W. Kramer, 18 Dec 1925 Medford, Taylor WI – 7 Oct 1979 Ladysmith, Rusk WI. 
Husband of Louella Jean Long (1926-1981, F: 122086282) whom he married in 1947. Buried 
in Riverside Cemetery, Ladysmith, Rusk WI. F: 122086280 

• Wilfred Ray (“Bill”) Kramer, 9 May 1930 Medford, Taylor WI – 18 Feb 2009 Wausau, 
Marathon WI (at Aspirus Wausau Hospital). Husband of Elaine Joyce Smith (1928-2000, F: 



22 
 

 

56973207) whom he married 24 Jun 1950 in Medford, Taylor WI. Elaine was the daughter of 
Clay Edwin Smith & Mae Pearl Julia Barber.  -Bill & Elaine built, operated & owned Kramer 
Motel in Medford WI until 1962 when they moved to Wausau WI. Salesman for Wausau 
Furniture; manager of Budgetel Inn in Wausau WI. Was in the German Band & Wausau City 
Band for several years. Survived by 2 sons & 3 daughters. Buried in Restlawn Memorial Park, 
Wausau, Marathon WI.  F: 56973208 

 
 
Siblings:  Jacob was the youngest surviving child. His mother indicated in the 1900 & 1910 
censuses that she had given birth to 11 children, 8 of whom were living 

• John Paul Kramer, 2 May 1884 Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI (also found on Find A Grave as 
Greenland, Ontonagon MI) – 25 Dec 1957 Fond du Lac Co. WI. According to Social Security 
claim record, his middle name is Peter. Age 21 in 1905. Husband of Gertrude Maria Koenigs 
(1879-1955, F: 203127143). Buried in Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum, Oshkosh, 
Winnebago WI. F: 203127149s 

• Mathias Joseph Kramer, 3 May 1886 WI [MI?] – 18 Nov 1924 Marshfield, Wood WI. Husband 
of Edith LeClaire (1886-1948, F: 85654552) whom he married 14 Feb 1912. Edith was the 
daughter of Julius LeClaire & Dena Fountain. Killed by his hunting companion when he shot 
at a deer. Survived by his wife & 2 children. Buried in Dorcester Memorial Cemetery, 
Dorchester, Clark WI. FP: 85654379 

• Henry Donatus Kramer, 1 Jul 1889 WI – 24 Nov 1971 Marinette Co. WI. Husband of Fredicka 
(“Fritz”) Werner (1890-1972, F: 179108985), daughter of Ernst Werner & Mary Struck. Buried 
in Forest Home Cemetery, Athelstane, Marinette WI. F: 179108962 

• Anton Peter Kramer, 11 Sep 1890 Abbotsford, Clark WI – 18 Aug 1973 Crookston, Polk MN. 
Husband of Pauline A. Novak (1896-1970, F: 49540243). Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Crookston, Polk MN. F: 49540242 

• Frank Joseph Kramer, Sr., 10 Sep 1893 Taylor Co. WI – 17 Jul 1977 Langley, Island WA. 
Husband of Marie Margaret Martin (1893-1983, F: 82938430). Frank Kramer obtained a 
marriage license in Silver Bow Co. MT on 15 Jun 1914 & Frank “Kremer” was married on 19 
Jun 1914. He was age 21, b. Medford WI, resident of Glendive MT, son of Peter Kramer & 
Anna Lieberg. “Mary Martin” was age 27, b. Butte, Silver Bow MT, resident of Glendive MT, 
daughter of James P. Martin & Mary Tinsley. Buried in Bayview Cemetery, Langley, Island 
WA. F: 82938432 

• Anna Kramer Wesle, 23 May 1896 Holway township, Taylor WI – 7 Jun 1972 Medford, Taylor 
WI. Educated in Fond du Lac WI & Abbotsford WI. Was employed as a telephone operator in 
Minneapolis MN & Abbotsford WI. Married Walter Alvin Wesle (10 Nov 1893 WI – 12 Dec 
1977 WI) on 6 Oct 1919; the couple moved to Molitor township where she resided until her 
death. Survived by her husband, 3 daughters, 1 son, 2 brothers (Anton & Frank) & sister Mrs. 
Iver Johnson. Died at Memorial Hospital where she had been a patient for 3 years. Buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Medford, Taylor WI – probably Evergreen Cemetery I, where the rest of 
her family is buried – but not on Find A Grave as of 25 Jun 2021.  

• Johanna (Hana) Kramer, 8 Mar 1898 Holway, Taylor WI – 20 Sep 1991 Medford, Taylor WI. 
Age 7 in 1905. Wife of Iver Johnson (1890-1976, F: 192704031) whom she married 19 May 
1920 in Duluth, St. Louis MN. Buried in Holy Rosary Cemetery, Medford, Taylor WI. F: 
192704023 

• ? Mark John Kramer, 2 May 1896 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 6 Jan 1968 Livermore, Alameda 
CA. He is not listed in the 1900 or 1910 censuses – but, surviving brotherHarry D. Kramer 
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does live in Athelstane WI. His mother said she had 8 living children in the 1900 & 1910 
censuses, and the other names total 8 – without Mark. He is linked on Find A Grave to the 
family. And his birth in Kenosha WI is suspicious as there are no other linkages to Kenosha. 
His father is Johannes Antonius Kraemer (1860-1899) & his mother Maria Zeitler (1860-
1899) on Ancestry.com. - His obituary spells his surname Kraemer. A resident of 7 S. School 
St., Lodi CA at the time of his death. WWI veteran. Member VFW & World War I Veterans 
Barracks 1214. Also a member of the Bartenders Union, Local 47; had worked at the 
country club in Lodi for many years. Survived by 1 brother, Harry D. Kramer, of Athelstane 
WI. Buried in Lodi Memorial Park & Cemetery, Lodi, San Joaquin CA. F: 130801794 

 
Notes:  Ancestry.com family trees confuse several Peter Kramer families & their offspring.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Marshfield (WI) Herald & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 6 Dec 1917 p 1 – At Camp McArthur [sic], 
Waco TX, Jacob Kramer is attending school for signal men at the 57th Artillery Brigade. 
 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – one of the Wisconsin men not yet reported as a survivor: 
Jacob M. [sic] Kramer of Abbotsford WI 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 – on the revised War Department 
list of the missing is Jacob W. Kramer, Abbotsford WI, of the 107th Supply Train, Co. F., private. 
 
“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 1 – there were 37 more soldiers, previously 
unaccounted for, who were found to be saved when the Associated Press list was checked against 
all official records. One survivor from WI: Jacob W. Kramer of Abbotsford WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Wednesday 5 Apr 1933 p 2- in Medford WI elections, for alderman 
in the Second Ward, Jake Kramer got 91 votes, A.A. Gerhardt got 54 & A.J. Rieth got 16. 
 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Wednesday 14 Jun 1950 p 6 – the Medford WI city council met 
Monday night to discuss adding restrooms in the city park & will pay $882.28 to Jake Kramer & Sons 
for restroom fixtures. The park pavilion was raised last week to allow restrooms to be installed 
beneath it.  
 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Wednesday 22 May 1957 p 13 – the Landua-Jensen American 
Legion Post in Marshfield elected new officers, among them chaplain Jake Kramer. 
 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 6 Feb 1961 p 1 – 43 years after the 
Tuscania sunk, about 20 members of the Wisconsin Tuscania Association & their wives held a 
reunion on Saturday. One of the attendees was Jacob Kramer of Medford. 
 
Obituary: 
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"Marshfield (WI) News-Herald" 13 Mar 1970 p 14 - age 70, Medford WI resident, funeral 14 
Mar, burial Evergreen with military honors by Am. Legion & VFW, b. Holway Township 19 
Jun 1899, educated in Fond du Lac schools WWI vet, Tuscania survivor, began in 
plumbing & heating business 1920 with E.R. Jacobs, bought the business 1933 & operated 
until retired 1963, then he & wife moved to Mesa AZ, returned to Medford 4 yrs later. 
Charter member Landua-Jensen American Legion Post, director WI Plumbing Contractors 
Assn. & Medford Federal Savings & Loan Assn., married 17 Jan 1920 Martha Jacobs in 
Duluth MN, survived by wife, 3 sons, 2 brothers, 2 sisters  
  
Social Security number: 390-32-7938 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Holway township, Taylor WI – conducted Jun 25-27, 1900 
Peter Kramer, 42 WI, May 1858, parents b. Germany, married 18 years, farmer 
Anna, 42 WI, Feb 1858, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 11 children, 8 are living 
John, 16 WI, May 1884, laborer, saw mill 
Mathias, 12 WI, May 1886 
Henry, 11 WI, Mar 1889, at school 
Anton, 9 WI, Sep 1890, at school 
Frank, 6 WI, Sep 1893 
Anna, 4 WI, May 1896 
Johana, 2 WI, Mar 1898 
Jacob, 11 months WI, Jun 1899  
 
1905 WI state census – Empire, Fond du Lac WI 
Peter Kramer, 47 WI 
Anna, 47 WI 
John, 21 WI 
Joseph, 19 WI 
Henry, 16 WI 
Anton, 14 WI 
Frank, 12 WI 
Anna, 9 WI 
Johana, 7 WI 
Jacob, 6 WI 
 
1910 Mayville, Clark WI 
Peter Kramer, 52 WI, father b. Norway, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, married 28 years, farmer, 
general farm 
Anna, 52 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 11 children, 8 are living 
Henry, 21 WI, laborer, railroad section 
Anton, 20 WI, laborer, farm 
Frank, 16 WI 
Anne, 13 WI 
Hannah, 12 WI 
Jocob, 10 Wi 
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1920 Mayville, Clark WI 
Peter Kramer, 61 WI, parents b. Germany, farmer, dairy farm 
Anna, 61 WI, parents b. Germany 
Hana, 21 WI, single 
Jacob W., 20 WI, single, laborer, home farm 
 
1930 Medford, Taylor WI – 659 Broadway 
Jacob Kramer, 32 WI, parents b. MI, age 32 at 1st marriage, plumber, plumbing & heating shop, WWI 
veteran 
Martha, 32 WI, father b. MO [illegible], mother b. WI, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Robert E., 9 WI 
Jack, 4 Wi 
 
1940 Medford, Taylor WI – indexed as Roamer - 167 S. Main – in same house in 1935 
Jacob W. Kramer, 40 WI, plumber, plumbing 
Martha, 41 WI 
Robert, 19 WI, plumber, plumbing 
Jack, 14 WI 
Wilfred, 9 WI 
 


