DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Kounze, Frank Everson
1886/1888/1889 Ml - 1946 MI
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MI death bertlflcate of his mother (?) Amelia Jané Cuthbert Coons -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355246-
01247?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pld=2218436



Mame: Frank E Kounze
Gender: Male
Race:  White
Marital status:  Widowed
Death Ags: 57
Birth Date: 26 Jun 1888
Birth Place:  Michigan
Death Date: 25 May 1946
Death Place:  Allen Park, Wayne, Michigan, USA
Fatherr William H Kounze
Mother: Amelia Custerfer

File Mumber: 001288

Frank E Kounze
in the Michigan, U.S., Death Records, 1867-1952

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=60872&h=642974&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
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United States, Enlisted and Officer Muster Rolls and Rosters,

1916-1939

Event Type: Military Service
Name: Frank E Kounze  Edit
Event Date: 18 Sep 1917 + Edit

Event Place: United States « Edit
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United States, Enlisted and Officer Muster Rolls and Rosters,
1916-1939

Event Type: Military Service
Name: Frank E Kounze « Edit
Event Date: 20 Sep 1917 = Edit
Event Place: United States » Edit

Kounze, _ Frank E. |
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Event Type: Military Service
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1206—Henry Simmmers, Weidman E
1610—Frank Kounze, Mt. Pleasant
1091—Wm. N. Wager, Rosehush

Called to the colors — “Isabélla County Enterprise” 3Aug 1917 p 6 -
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Willlam Coons, a Peres Marquette
brakeman, who lives at 726 West
Fourth street, Saginaw, has return-
ed to County Clerk Wertman the
marriage license that he purchased
on October 2, with a request that
the clerk refund the money that ho
pald for the license.

“AS l.pm not lo get rried.” heo
I‘!;Ltcs. 1 :m‘l\l l"cl:wrnln the license.

cun sen -
dr&u." e moncy to my ad
oons was to marry Miss Ma
Little, of Klint. Inasmuch .al tg
llcen*o money has been turned into
the county fund the county clerk
will suggzest to Coons that i’te pre-
sent a bill for $1 against the county
anda the matter will be Lrought to
:ll‘:o attention of the board of super-
rs.

Is this his father? “Detroit (Ml) Free Press” Saturday 14 Oct 1911 p 11




William Koons
in the Michigan, U.S., Deaths and Burials Index, 1867-1995

I:aﬁl Source

Mamea:  William Koons

Birth Date: abt 1851
Birth Place:  New York
Death Date: 8 Mar 1916
Death Place:  5Saginaw, Saginaw, Michigan
DeathAgs: 65
Race:  White
Marital Status:  Widowed
Gender: Male

FHL Film Mumber: 967176

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/142471:2549?tid=154624672&pid=262045311396&queryld=d4c05cba94201

f4998e2bdd9cb22d693&_ phsrc=hFB23497& phstart=successSource



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/142471:2549?tid=154624672&pid=262045311396&queryId=d4c05cba94201f4998e2bdd9cb22d693&_phsrc=hFB23497&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/142471:2549?tid=154624672&pid=262045311396&queryId=d4c05cba94201f4998e2bdd9cb22d693&_phsrc=hFB23497&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/142471:2549?tid=154624672&pid=262045311396&queryId=d4c05cba94201f4998e2bdd9cb22d693&_phsrc=hFB23497&_phstart=successSource
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MI death certificate of brother (?) Fred S. Koons - Find A Grave 190772331

Simeon Coons, aged 15, a runaway from
the Reform School at Lansing, was arresti-
ed by Truant Officer Selle yesterday and

‘ he will be returned to that insutution.

Is this half-brother (?) Simeon Coons, although age is incorrect — “Detroit (Ml) Free Press”
16 Jun 1893 p 5
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Private Sieon Coons, who;
deserted from Ft. Meade, S.
Dakota, a short time since, was
arrested at Lincoln and while|
enroute for his original stutiun.‘
escaped from Corporal Hays,
near Atkinson, he was discover-
ed at Newport by the eagle eye
of James Quincy who followed
him to Bassett and called Sher-
i Marsh, who took him to F't.
Niobrara Tuesday night.

Simeon Coons had enlisted in the Army for the 2" time on 3 Jan 1904 - is this him? —
“Newport (NE) Republican” Friday 18 Mar 1904 p 4

Name: Frank Everson Kounze

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Eng. - private

Serial number: 251,708

Entered service from: Saginaw, Saginaw Ml

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Frank E. Kounze

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: half-brother ("half" is added in handwriting) August Coons, 1323
Niagara St., Saginaw Ml

Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919,

Sailed on return ship as: Frank E. Kounze

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: foster brother August Coons, 305 Niagara St., Saginaw Ml
(pvt, 107th Engineer Train)

Second voyage abroad: on "President Grant" 18 Oct 1919 (sailing from Hoboken NJ)
Sailed as: Frank E. Kounze

Next-of-kin on 2" voyage to Europe: stepbrother August Coons, 305 Niagara St., Saginaw
MlI

Returned on: “Martha Washington” Jan 1920 (from Antwerp, Belgium, to Hoboken NJ)
Sailed as: Frank E. Kounze

NOK on 2" return voyage: brother August Coons, 305 Niagara St., Saginaw Ml

Rank & unit: pvt., Inf.

World War | draft registration (1917): as Frank Everson Kounze - b. 27 Jun 1888 Ludington City
MlI; res: S. Washington, Mount Pleasant, Isabella MI. Single. Laborer for Gorham Brothers
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Co., Mount Pleasant MI. Short in height, medium build. [Gorham Brothers manufactured
wood panels & veneer from logs.]

World War |l draft registration (1942): as Frank Everson Kounze - b. 26 Jun 1889 (1898 changed to
1889 on the form) Ludington MI; res: 1227 E. Genesee, Saginaw, Saginaw MI, mailing
address Box 915, Saginaw, Saginaw MIl. NOK Miss Hattie McTaggart, Box 165, Coleman Ml.
Employed by Mr. Sawyer, 9175 Harrison, Saginaw, Saginaw MI. Height: 5’4” — 138 lbs.
(found at:
https://www.fold3.com/image/5945957397?terms=wwii,frank,kounze,world,watr,ii)

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted 20 Sep 1917

Discharged 20 May 1920

Address: 315 Ottawa St., Saginaw Ml
Rank/unit: private, Supply Co., 50" Infantry

Birth & death:

Born: 26 Jun 1888 MI (Ml death certificate) or 27 Jun 1886 (tombstone) - or 27 Jun 1888 (WWI
draft registration & Veterans Administration Military Index) - or 1889 (WWII draft
registration) - Midland, Midland Ml or Ludington City, Mason MI (WWI & WWII draft cards) —
If Amelia Cuthbert is his biological mother, his birth had to precede her death on17 Dec
1898.

Died: 25 May 1946 Dearborn, Wayne Ml (or Allen Park, Wayne MI - M| Deaths)

Find A Grave record: 131193390, presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower

Burial location: Saginaw, Saginaw Ml

Cemetery: Forest Lawn

Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Michigan PFC 45 Inf 9 Div WWI

Father (?): William Henry (“Bill”) Coons, Dec 1854 Gilboa, Schoharie NY — 8 Mar 1916 Saginaw,
Saginaw MI. Son of William Coons (1815-1888) & Sally Sarah Richmond (1812-1891).

He was married to Anna E. Malcom Weas (1857- before 1884). Their children were Augustus Coons
(1877) & Simeon Coons (1878). Anna is living with William & their 2 sons in the 1880 census in
Midland, Midland MI.

He was then married to Amelia Jane Cuthbert (1864-1898). Their 3 children are listed on his
Ancestry.com family tree as Frederick Seymour Coons (1885), Charles Albert Koons (1887) &
Nelson E. Coons (1889). Note: no Frank is listed. His Ml death record (name: William Koons) lists
him as widowed.

Find A Grave:

Mother (?): Amelia Jane Cuthbert Coons, 12 Sep 1864 Canada —17 Dec 1898 Ludington, Mason MI.
Her Find A Grave record spells her surname COON; her Ml death certificate spells it COONS.
Daughter of Alex Cuthbert & Mary Pesten. She died at age 34 years, 3 months, 5 days of uterine
cancer. She had been 19 years old at the time of her 1° marriage, and had 3 children, all of whom
were living. — Cuthbert is also found as Curterfer, Christofer & Custerfer. Buried in Lakeview
Cemetery, Ludington, Mason Ml.

Find A Grave: 82141180
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Parents’ marriage: 1884 Mi

Spouse: listed as widowed on Ml death record & 1930 admission to Milwaukee WI veterans’ home.
Was this his wife (presumably born with surname Allen) in WI in 19357 “Lake Geneva (WI) Register
News” Thursday 26 Sep 1935 p 8 - Mrs. Frank Kounze & sisters Mary & Ruth Allen of Milwaukee WI
were Sunday visitors in the Ray Allen home.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage:

Children:

Half-siblings: not biological? — from William’s marriage to Anna E. Malcom Weas

Augustus Lawrence Coons, 27 Sep 1877 Broome, Schoharie NY — ?. Is he the Augustus
Coons who is incarcerated in Monroe County Penitentiary, Seneca NY, for “disorderly” - to
serve 61 days or pay $26? -Augustus Coons, son of William H. & Annie Coons, married 14
Oct 1899 in Ludington, Mason MI to Lucy King. In the 1900 census for Manistee, Manistee
MlI, Augustus Coons (24 NY, b. Sep 1875, parents b. NY, laborer at a saw mill) lives with wife
Lucy C. Coons (21 WI, b. Feb 1880, parents b. WI) on River St. - August Coons, age 32, b.
Broom Com. Co NY, son of William Coons & Anna Malcom, married on 19 Aug 1908 in
Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI to Christine Linderoot. In the 1910 census for Blaine,
Benzie MI, August Coons (33 NY, parents b. NY, in his 2" marriage, farm laborer) lives with
his wife of 2 years, Christina Coons (30 IL, in her 1* marriage) & father William Coons (61
NY, widowed, day laborer on odd jobs). - On his WWI (1917) draft record, his wife is
Christina. August Lawrence Coons, b. 27 Sep 1877 NY, lives in Saginaw MI. He is a laborer
at Bliss & Van Auken, S. Niagara St., Saginaw MI. Augustus signs his card with an X - “his
mark.” —In the 1920 census for Saginaw, Saginaw MI, August Coons (42 NY) & Christina (39)
Coons have his mother, Annie Weas (age 62 NY, widow, father b. Scotland, mother b. PA)
living with them. — In the 1940 census of Muskegon, Muskegon MI, August Coons (64 NY,
widow, same house in 1935) lives with a housekeeper, Mary Hayes (63 IN, same place in
1935); he has no occupation. On 15 Jun 1943 in Hart, Oceana M, August Coons, age 67, b.
NY marries Mary J. Hayes.

Simeon Coons, ca. 1878 NY — Simeon Coons enlisted in the US Army on 30 Jan 1901 from
Saginaw MI, age 22, laborer, height 5’9”, giving birthplace as Broomtown NY. This makes his
birth year ca. 1889, however. - Simeon Coons enlisted in the US Army on 3 Jan 1904 from
Saginaw MI, age 24 years 11 months, occupation: soldier, height 5’10”. This puts his birth
ca. Feb 1889. - The Simeon Coons (1879-1952, F: 174401016) of Valatie, Columbia NY
reported his parents as John S. Coons & Mary E. Slyer to Social Security (080-03-8446).

Siblings: not biological? — from William’s marriage to Amelia Cuthbert

Frederick/Fredrick Seymour (“Fred”) Koons, 16 May 1885 [or 1886] Midland Co. M| -9 Sep
1941 Garfield, Grand Traverse MI. - Married Elizabeth Clara Schichtel (1879-1962, F:
109793555) on 9 Jan 1907 in Grand Traverse Co MI. She died of pneumonia, with childbirth
as a contributing factor. She was the daughter of Philip Schichtel & Elizabeth Mary Haig. -
Married Myrtle Potter on 24 Sep 1911 in Mount Pleasant MI. - Married Chloe Arnold
Bradbrook Davis (1879-1962, F: 88780509) on 7 Oct 1927 in Kingsley MI. Chloe was the
daughter of Newman Arnold & Julie Pitts. She had married Thomas F. Bradbrook on 18 Dec
1895 in Chicago IL & then married John Davis on 29 Sep 1898 in Bangor, Van Buren MI. After
her marriage to Fred Koons, Chloe married Edward Weinand on 10 Jun 1943 in Traverse City
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Ml & is buried with surname Weinand. Buried in Barnum Memorial Cemetery, Mayfield,
Grand Traverse MI with surname Koons. F: 190772331

e Charles Albert Koons, 14 Dec 1887 Loomis, Isabella Ml - 4 Dec 1967 Saginaw, Saginaw M.
Husband of Francelia Loretta Vasser (1888-1915) whom he married 8 Aug 1907 Traverse
City, Grand Traverse MI. They had 1 daughter, Ruth Amelia Koons (1912-1993, F: 88536989).
After wife Francelia died 15 Oct 1915, Charles married Ada Viola Newberg (1899-1966) on 4
Dec 1915. They had 5 children. Buried in Chapel Hills Memory Gardens, Jacksonville, Duval
FL. F: 88536987

e NelsonE. (“Nels”) Coons, 30 Jun 1889 Homer, Midland Ml - In the 1900 census, Nelson E.
Coons, b. Jun 1889, was a ward of the state of Ml, at school at the Michigan State Public
School, Coldwater, Branch MI. His birth state was unknown, as were those of his parents.
The Public School of Michigan opened in 1874 & housed & educated dependent & ill-
treated children of Ml. - Nelson E. Coons, age 29, b. Ludington Ml, son of William Coons &
Amelia Christofer, married Jun 1919 in Bay Co. Ml to Elizabeth G. Dunna. She died as
Elizabeth G. Coons on 6 May 1957 in NY, age 56, a resident of Angle Sea, Nassau NY.

Notes: family tree (?) (but not of him) at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/154624672/person/262045311396/facts?_phsrc=hFB23495&_phstart=successS
ource

Frank Everson Kounze is a mystery. Not sure what his birth name was, or who his biological parents
were.

His family, if they are the ones listed here, spell the surname Coons or Koons or Coon, or perhaps
Kounzs.

Is his middle name - Everson - of some significance? His birth surname? A connection to some
relative?

His Ml death certificate lists his father as William H. Kounze.

His mother is listed as Amelia Custerfer (but only the index has been viewed, not the original
document). This would appear to be Amelia Cuthbert.

In the 1880 census, he is not yet born. In the 1900 census, he is not listed with William Coons &
sons Fred (May 1885) & Charles (Dec 1886). If this is his family, then Frank’s 1886 birthdate on his
tombstone is either not accurate and his birth is likely the 1888 date — or — he was adopted or
fostered later — or he was living with someone else.

In the 1920 census, he appears to have been in the US Army, not returning from Europe until Jan
1920, and has not been located.

When he sails on Tuscanis, his next-of-kin is listed as August Coons, half-brother (originally written
as “brother” with the word “half” added later). When Frank returns from WWI on “Martha
Washington,” his next-of-kin is his brother August Coons. August lives at 305 Niagara St., Saginaw
Ml on both lists. On his WWI (1917) draft registration, August Lawrence Coons resides at 1213 S.
Harrison St., Saginaw Ml but is employed at Bliss & Van Auken on S. Niagara St., Saginaw MI.


https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/154624672/person/262045311396/facts?_phsrc=hFB23495&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/154624672/person/262045311396/facts?_phsrc=hFB23495&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/154624672/person/262045311396/facts?_phsrc=hFB23495&_phstart=successSource
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His record —where his name appears to be written as Frank E. Koungr or Koungs -- at the Milwaukee
WI Veterans Home, where he was admitted 5 Apr 1930 & discharged 27 Jul 1930 (actually “dropped
from rolls”) lists his next-of-kin as his brother, Charles Koungr/Kounzs, at Route 6, Wadsworth
[Walworth Co.] WI. He had been admitted for defective hearing.

Frank says he is widowed on the 1930 veterans’ home records & s listed as widowed on his Ml
death record.

His 26 Apr 1942 WWII draft registration in Saginaw, Saginaw Ml lists a resident of 1227 E. Genesee,
Saginaw, Saginaw MI. His next-of-kin is Miss Hattie McTaggart of Coleman Ml.

He is listed in the 1940 census.

His veteran tombstone when he dies in 1946 is sent to Charles A. Koons at the Pere Marquette
Railway, Potter St., Saginaw M.

Pre-war:
Wartime:

“Detroit (M) Free Press” 9 Feb 1918 p 3 - Among those on board: from Saginaw M| - Frank E.
Kounze, private, 107" Engineering Train, half-brother August Coons of Saginaw MI.

“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 10 Feb 1918 p 4 - “Tuscania Survivors — Maybe His Name is
Here” included the name of Frank E. Kounze, Saginaw Ml.

Post-war:
There are very few references to “Frank Kounze” on Newspapers.com.
Is this him? “Cairo (NE) Record” Wednesday 4 Oct 1922 p 1 — Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kounze & Mrs.

Charles Woelz & daughter Eleanor of Grand Island NE spent Sunday at the Charles Stoltenberg
home.

Obituary:
Social Security number:
Censuses:

1880 Midland, Midland Ml - his family (?) — Frank not yet born
William Coons, 26 NY, parents b. NY, laborer

Anna, 23 NY, parents b. NY, keeping house

Augustus, 5 NY

Simeon, 2 NY
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1900 Coleman, Midland MI - [Frank lists Hattie McTaggart of Coleman Ml as his next-of-kin in 1942]
—but no Frank

William Coons, 46 NY, Dec 1853, widowed, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, day laborer

Fred, 14 MI, May 1885, father b. NY, mother b. Canada

Charles, 13 MI, Dec 1886, father b. NY, mother b. Canada, at school

1930 - cannot locate in census but resident of Soldiers Home in Milwaukee Wl according to the
1930 Milwaukee WI city directory

1940 Saginaw, Saginaw M| - on Hayden - in 1935 resided in Clare Co. Mi
Frank E. Kounze [also indexed as Hovnze], 49 M, single, [no occupation]
Lodger with William & Hattie Grissin



