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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kost, Alfred Russell 
1896 PA – 1949 PA 
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PA death certificate of Alfred Russell Kost - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406271_09
95-

02139?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=97458e2b19d0e31582d9a619a0f237f0&useP
UB=true&_phsrc=hFB23411&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6391937 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406271_0995-02139?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=97458e2b19d0e31582d9a619a0f237f0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB23411&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6391937
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406271_0995-02139?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=97458e2b19d0e31582d9a619a0f237f0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB23411&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6391937
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406271_0995-02139?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=97458e2b19d0e31582d9a619a0f237f0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB23411&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6391937
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406271_0995-02139?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=97458e2b19d0e31582d9a619a0f237f0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB23411&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6391937
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003235_0
868-03105?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1847137  
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“East Berlin (PA) News Comet” Friday 7 Jan 1949 p 2 
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“York (PA) Dispatch” Tuesday 1 Nov 1949 p 19 
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“York (PA) Gazette & Daily” Wednesday 2 Nov 1949 p 17 
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Obituary of his wife Effie Anderson Kost Akins – “York (PA) Dispatch” Friday 29 Jan 1988 p 
28 
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Obituary of father Alfred W. Kost – “East Berlin (PA) News Comet” Friday 15 Apr 1927 p 1 
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Obituary of Alfred W. Kost – “Carlisle (PA) Sentinel” Thursday 14 Apr 1927 p 6 
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Obituary of mother Amy B. Hoopes Kost – “York (PA) Gazette & Daily” Friday 11 Sep 1942 p 
22 
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Obituary of sister Myrtle Kost Ahlers – “East Berlin (PA) News Comet” Sunday 24 Jan 1932 p 
55 
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Obituary of Myrtle Kost Ahlers’s husband, John Ahlers – “York (PA) Gazette & Daily” 

Saturday 24 Aug 1957 p 34 
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Marriage of daughter Charlotte L. Kost to Carroll Triplett Sunday 22 Oct 1944 – “Hanover 
(PA) Evening Sun” Friday 27 Oct 1944 p 4 

 

 
“East Berlin (PA) News Comet” Friday 17 Sep 1948 p 8 

 

 
Divorce of his daughter Charlotte L. Kost Triplett from Carroll Triplett – “York (PA) Dispatch” 

Friday 24 Dec 1948 p 24 
 

 
“Applications to wed” – “York (PA) Daily Record” Wednesday 27 Sep 1961 p 6 

 

 
“York (PA) Daily Record” Thursday 1 Apr 1965 p 30 
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“York (PA) Daily Record” Tuesday 16 May 1944 p 11 
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Obituary of his son Russel A. Kost – “York (PA) Daily Record” Friday 13 Sep 1991 p 11 
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“York (PA) Daily Record” Friday 6 Sep 1968 p 15 

 

 
Marriage license of his son Russel A. Kost to Josephine Tassinari – “York (PA) Dispatch” 

Saturday 30 Dec 1944 p 14 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-692T-
D?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPYM-VNGD  

 

 
“York (PA) Dispatch” Wednesday 21 Sep 1921 p 5 
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“Hanover (PA) Evening Sun” Thursday 12 Sep 1968 p 2 

 
 

             
Name: Alfred Russell Kost 
Name variations: Alfred Russel Kost, A. Russell Kost 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. E - private 
Serial number:  251,258 
Entered service from:  Lorraine WI - WI Veterans Museum: Cumberland, Barron WI, Co. I, 
107th Supply Train) 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Alfred Russell Kost 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  uncle J.C. Kost, Lorraine WI  
Returned from war on:  "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Alfred R. Kost 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Alfred W. Kost, York PA (PFC, Co. F, 101st Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Lorraine WI (1939 NTSA & 1955 WI 
Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Alfred Russell Kost - b. 25 Nov 1896; res: Route 1, 
Thomasville, York PA. NOK Mrs. Effie Kost, same address. Employed at Schimmel & Binder, 
Southwood Hills, York, York PA. Card is signed with two “L’s” in Russell – Alfred Russell 
Kost. Height: 5’6” – 178 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 17 Jul 1917 
Discharged 25 Apr 1919 
Address:  292 Union St., York PA 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 2nd Co., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Nov 1896 York Co. PA  
Died: 1 Nov 1949 Admire, York Co. PA (at his home in Admire, after 5-month illness)  
Find A Grave record:  108647299 (as Alfred Russel), presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Wellsville, York PA 
Cemetery:  Warrington Friends Meeting House 
Tombstone:    
 
Father: [apparently his biological grandfather] Alfred W. Kost, 18 May 1854 Cumberland Co. PA – 11 
Apr 1927 York Co. CO. Son of George Kost (1795-1859, F: 80372317) & his 2nd wife Mary Nickey 
(1812-1897, F: 80374119). Buried in Warrington Friends Meeting House Cemetery, Wellsville, York 
PA.  
Find A Grave:  108647300 
 
Mother: [apparently his biological grandmother] Amy B. Hoopes Kost, 28 Feb 1857 York Co. PA – 10 
Sep 1942 York Co. PA. Buried in Warrington Friends Meeting House Cemetery, Wellsville, York PA.  
Find A Grave:  108647301 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Effie E. Anderson Kost Akins,k 27 Mar 1899 Washington township, York PA – 27 Jan 1988 
York Co. PA.  
Married George Edward Akins (1895 PA – 1985 PA, F: 23543961), the son of David Akins & Minerva 
Smith, ca. 1950. George was earlier married (on 30 Dec 1915 in York Co. PA) to Lyda Mae Kleiser 
(1896-1949, F: 23543977). 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Child: 

• Russel A. (“Russ”) Kost II, 22 Sep 1924 PA – 7 Sep 1991 Las Vegas, Clark NV. Husband of 
Josephine A. Tassinari (1925 NY – 2018, F: 195454440), whom he married 6 Jan 1945. His 
career was in the US Air Force, stationed in various countries & serving in WWII, Korea & 
Vietnam. His son was named Russel A. Kost III. Buried in Southern Nevada Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery, Boulder City, Clark NV. F: 102940116 

• Charlotte Louise Kost Triplett Snelbaker, 8 Apr 1926 York, York PA – 15 Apr 2013 York, York 
PA. - First married to Carroll Triplett (buried as Carroll Kelly Triplett, 1921-1988, F: 
165539816, middle initial appears as R. and B. and “none”), son of Aler L. Triplett (F: 
160601082) & Sadie Roser (F: 200047403). They married on 22 Oct 1944 in Westminster, 
Luzerne PA. A divorce was granted in Dec 1948 in York, York PA. In the “York (PA) Daily 
Record” Tuesday 28 Aug 1951, Carroll B. Triplett, 30, 243 Prospect St., pled guilty to a 
charge of bookmaking & was fined $200 & 60 days in jail, since the new 19 Jan 1951 ruling 
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makes a prison term mandatory for bookmaking. He had been a bookie 10 days before his 
arrest. -  Married Ralph E. Snelbaker on 30 Sep 1961. – Graduate of Dover (PA) High School 
in 1944. Owned & operated Charlotte’s Beauty Parlor in York New Salem PA for 29 years. 
Had also worked at Bluebird Silk Mill as a weaver. Was survived by her husband Ralph & 2 
daughters. Buried in Warrington Friends Meeting House Cemetery, Wellsville, York PA. F: 
108696173 

 
Siblings: [who are apparently his uncles & aunts instead, and one is likely his mother] – there may 
be more siblings 

• Myrtle A. Kost Ahlers, 1877 Wellsville, York PA – 24 Jan 1932 Wellsville, York PA. Appears to 
be the “Anamarey Kost” who is age 4 in the 1880 census. Wife of John Ahlers (1872-1957, F: 
89156840). Buried in Warrington Friends Meeting House Cemetery, Wellsville, York PA. F: 
89156917 

• Jacob Calvin Kost, 14 Aug 1879 Washington, Cumberland PA – 9 Jan 1951 Cumberland, 
Barron WI. Husband of Lydia Rebecca Latshaw (1883-1972, F: 187458015). Buried in 
Lakeside Cemetery, Cumberland, Barron WI. F: 187458016 

• Amy Marguerite Kost Zerfing, 16 Jan 1896 PA – Aug 1977. Wife of Albert Morris Zerfing (1895-
1975, F: 108647883). A resident of York PA in Nov 1949. Buried in Warrington Friends 
Meeting House Cemetery, Wellsville, York PA. F: 108647885 

 
Supposed sister: 

• Amanda Kost Zerfing, identified as a resident of Cumberland Co. PA & the daughter of 
Alfred W. Kost in his Apr 1927 obituary. She is not listed as a surviving daughter in Amy 
Kost’s Sep 1942 obituary. She is listed separately from Mrs. Alfred [Amy] Zerfing of York Co. 
PA in Alfred W.’s obituary so they are two different people. But – Amanda Jane Kost Zerfing 
(1856-1929, F: 123675948) is the daughter of George Kost & Mary Nickey, who are the 
parents of Alfred W. Kost, so it would appear the Amanda Zerfing in Alfred W.’s obituary is 
his sister, not his daughter. 

 
Notes:  
 In the 1900 census, Russell A. Wells is listed as the grandson of Alfred W. Kost, who lives with his 
wife Amy B. Kost, son Jacob C. Kost & daughter Amy M. Kost in Washington, York Co. PA.   
When he sails on Tuscania, he lists his next-of-kin as his uncle, J.C. Kost of Lorraine WI. This is 
Jacob C. Kost, and “uncle” would fit the explanation that Russell was the son of Jacob’s sister. 
After this, his surname is listed as Kost and he is listed as the son of Alfred & Amy on records & in 
newspaper articles.  
Alfred Russell would appear to be the son of one of the Kost daughters by a man named Wells. 
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1910 census - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4115255_00472?pId=42868375 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"York (PA) Gazette & Daily" 2 Nov 1949 p 17 & 9 Nov 1949 p 14 - A. Russell Kost, d. at home 
in Admire, lifelong Admire resident. WWI veteran, served 21 months (with 18 months 
overseas) as private 1st class, Co. F, 101st Supply Train. Died at age 52, son of Alfred & Amy 
(Hoopes) Kost. Survived by wife Effie (Anderson), daughter, son, brother, sister. Funeral 
pending arrival of son Russel A., petty officer 1st class, US Navy, Oakland CA. Was 
carpenter for H.E. Border & Son near Dover PA. Charter member Manor Lodge Hunt Club 
(members were his pallbearers). Funeral 8 Nov 1949 with burial in Friends Meeting. 
 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Washington, York PA 
Alfred KAST, 24 PA, farmer 
Emma, 25 PA, keeping house 
Anamarey, 4 PA 
Jacob, 1 PA 
 
1900 Washington, York PA 
Alferd W. Kost, 46 PA, May 1854, parents b. PA, married 25 years, farm laborer 
Amy B. Kost, 43 PA, Feb 1857, parents b. PA, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living [wife] 
Jacob C. Kost, 20 PA, Aug 1879, parents b. PA, farm laborer [son] 
Amy M. Kost, 5 PA, Jan 1895, parents b. PA [daughter – note 15-year age gap between Jacob & Amy] 
Russell A. Wells, 3 PA, Nov 1896, parents b. PA [grandson] 
 
1910 Warrington, York PA 
Alfred W. Kost, 55 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 35 years, farmer, general farm 
Amy B., 53 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living [wife] 
Amy M., 15 PA, farm laborer, home farm [daughter] 
Russel R., 13 PA, farm laborer, home farm [son] 
 
1920 Warrington, York PA 
Alfred R. Kost, 23 PA, single, parents b. PA, carpenter, house 
Lodger with: 
Harry E. & Annie Barder, their son & daughter 
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1930 York, York PA – 717 Manchester St. – resident of York, York PA in 1935 
Alfred R. Kost, 32 PA, age 25 at 1st marriage, carpenter, building construction, WWI veteran 
Effie E., 32 PA, age 25 at 1st marriage, parents b. PA, cigar maker, cigar factory 
Russell, 5 PA 
Charlotte L., 3 PA 
Amy B., 73 PA, parents b. PA, widow [mother] 
 
1940 Dover, York PA 
Russel A. Kost [indexed as Host], 48 PA, carpenter, contractor 
Effie E., 41 PA 
Albert R. Jr., 15 PA 
Charlotte L., 14 PA 
 


