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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Keeler, Harry Alden 
1875 CA – 1953 CA 

 
 

 
Harry Alden Keeler – Right: “San Francisco (CA) Examiner” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 (same citation for both) 
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Harry A. Keeler -   

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1784/images/32285_1220702381_0129-
00065?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44ad3b46a147e78c7af0d81ccc9097c4&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB21264&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5446 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1784/images/32285_1220702381_0129-00065?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44ad3b46a147e78c7af0d81ccc9097c4&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21264&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5446
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1784/images/32285_1220702381_0129-00065?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44ad3b46a147e78c7af0d81ccc9097c4&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21264&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5446
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1784/images/32285_1220702381_0129-00065?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44ad3b46a147e78c7af0d81ccc9097c4&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21264&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5446
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“San Francisco Chronicle” Saturday 29 Apr 1911 p 3 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D4CM-

W?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTV-XJKF 
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1st marriage of his wife Gertrude Maybelle Davis, to Joseph Arnold Peters, Jr. – “Santa Cruz (CA) 

Evening Sentinel” Wednesday 2 Dec 1896 p 3 
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Suicide of his father William Henry Keeler, with frequent references to his son Harry Keeler – 

“Stockton (CA) Evening Mail” Monday 14 Aug 1899 p 8 
 

 

 
Suicide of his father William Henry “Stockton (CA) Evening Mail” Wednesday 30 Aug 1899 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1701/images/32277_1220702381_0064-

00076?treeid=57385786&personid=182064827952&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21268&_phstart=su
ccessSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4737  

 

 
From the wartime dairy of fellow survivor, Harry Alan Keeler  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1701/images/32277_1220702381_0064-00076?treeid=57385786&personid=182064827952&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21268&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4737
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1701/images/32277_1220702381_0064-00076?treeid=57385786&personid=182064827952&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21268&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4737
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1701/images/32277_1220702381_0064-00076?treeid=57385786&personid=182064827952&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21268&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4737
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Obituary of his wife Gertrude Maybelle Davis Peters Keeler – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Saturday 24 

Jan 1953 p 19 
 

 

 
Apparently originally buried in Mountain View Cemetery & moved to Woodlawn – columns: 
surname: Keeler – first names; Harry Alden – date of birth 31 Aug 1876, book 18, page 29, 

disposition: removed to Woodlawn Cem., our number C-15, 419, date of death 9 Dec 1953 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS54-

HL87?cc=3161361&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWGX-G82M  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS54-HL87?cc=3161361&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWGX-G82M
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS54-HL87?cc=3161361&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWGX-G82M
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“Stockton (CA) Daily Evening Record” Saturday 23 Sep 1899 p 2 
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“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Friday 18 May 1917 p 1 

 



13 
 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Landing at Port Ellen on the isle of Islay – “San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 17 Mar 1918 p 19 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/459474006/?terms=%22harry%20a%20keeler%22&match=
1  
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/459474006/?terms=%22harry%20a%20keeler%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/459474006/?terms=%22harry%20a%20keeler%22&match=1
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” 9 Feb 1918 p 16 

 

 
“Sacramento (CA) Star” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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His next-of-kin was his cousin Lyle Pedlar – “San Francisco Chronicle” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Received a “wound stripe” due to Tuscania – “San Francisco Chronicle” Wednesday 11 Jun 1919 p 

6 
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In the 1910 census, Harry boards with L.H. Spiro- “San Francisco (CA) Chronicle” Tuesday 16 May 

1911 p 8 
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“San Pedro (CA) News-Pilot” Saturday 20 Aug 1927 p 9 

           
 

 
“San Pedro (CA) News-Pilot” Tuesday 15 Jul 1930 p 6 

 

 
“San Pedro (CA) News-Pilot” Tuesday 30 Aug 1932 p 5 
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Obituary of his sister Mary Louise Keeler Hulin – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Monday 27 Nov 

1944 p 20 
 

 
TX death record of his stepson, Arnold Davis Peters, 23 Dec 1904 Oakland CA – 6 Jun 1979 

Dallas TX - 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063054-
01751?pId=554869  

 
Name:  Harry Alden Keeler 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number: 250,546 
Entered service from: San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Harry Alden Keeler 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  cousin Lyle H. Pedlar, 440 - 1st Ave., San Francisco CA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Harry A. Keeler 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  cousin Lyle H. Pedlar, 440 - 1st Ave., San Francisco CA (sgt, 
17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 669 W. 33rd St., San Pedro CA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Harry Alden Keeler - b. 31 Aug 1878 San Francisco CA; 
res: 669 – 33rd St., San Pedro, Los Angeles CA. NOK wife Mrs. H.A. Keeler, same address. 
Employed by California Shipbldg. Corp., Terminal Island CA. “aa scar on abdomen” Height: 
5’10” – 156 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Harry Alden Keeler & Henry Alden Keeler 
Enlisted 8 Dec 1917 
Discharged 13 Jun 1919 
Address:  2641 S. Pacific Ave., San Pedro CA 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, Cas Co 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  31 Aug 1875 San Francisco Co. CA (1878: WWII draft card) (31 Aug 1875: CA War 
History Committee: 31 Aug 1875)  
Died: 9 Dec 1953 Alameda Co. CA  
Find A Grave record:  87325975, presence on Tuscania noted in text  
Burial location: Woodland, Yolo CA 
Cemetery:  Woodland 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William Henry Keeler, 10 Sep 1838 Clarendon, Orleans Co. NY – 14 Aug 1899 Woodland, 
Yolo CA. Jeweler. Son of John Keeler & Selinda Boss. Committed suicide by shooting himself 
through the heart. Buried in Woodland Cemetery, Woodland, Yolo CA. 
Find A Grave:  87325977 
 
Mother:  Susan A. Pedlar Keeler, 1841 Grant Co. WI – 27 Oct 1885 Woodland, Yolo Ca. Daughter of 
Jonah (Jack Pedlar) & Sarah Paul (F: 87325976).  
The obituary for her father Jonah Pedlar appears in the “Sacramento (CA) Record-Union” of 
Wednesday 30 May 1883 p 2. H was born in Cornwall, England, 1812 & emigrated to the US in 1828. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063054-01751?pId=554869
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063054-01751?pId=554869
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Married Sarah Paul of PA in 1835; she died 1851. The moved in 1837 to Grant Co. WI & in 1852 to 
near Placerville, El Dorado Co. CA. In 1854 they moved to Yolo Co. CA. Jonah was survived by 4 
sons & 2 daughters, one of them being Mrs. W.H. Keeler of Stockton CA. - Buried in Woodland 
Cemetery, Woodland, Yolo CA.  
Find A Grave:  87325976. 
Parents’ marriage:  1865 
 
Spouse:  Gertrude Maybelle Davis Peters Keeler, 28 Oct 1876 Canada – 22 Jan 1953 Santa Clara 
Co. CA. Daughter of Abner Alfred Davis (1847-1936) & Augusta Amelia Spragg (1845-1927). 
Graduate of Oakland High School. 
Married 25 Nov 1896 in Oakland, Alameda Co. CA to Joseph Arnold Peters, Jr. (30 Oct 1872 CA – 26 
Mar 1947 Patton Hospital, San Bernardino, San Bernardino CA). He was the son of Joseph Arnold 
Peters Sr. & Narcissa Elizabeth Turner. They had a son, Arnold D. Peters. The couple divorced in Jun 
1918. “San Francisco Recorder” Friday 14 Jun 1918 p 1 – case 76606, Gertrude M. Peters v. Jos. A. 
Peters, decree of divorce, in Superior Court.  
Buried in Woodland Cemetery, Woodland, Yolo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  87325974. 
Marriage: 1929 to Harry Keeler (not verified) 
 
Stepson: by his wife Gertrude Davis’s 1st marriage, to Joseph Arnold Peters Jr. 

• Arnold Davis Peters, 23 Dec 1904 Oakland, Alameda CA – 6 Jun 1979 Dallas, Dallas TX. 
Husband of Alice Minor Boye (1913-1977).  

 
 
Siblings:  

• Mary Louise Keeler Hulin, 2 Mar 1868 CA – 25 Nov 1944 Sacramento, Sacramento CA. Wife 
of Henry Valentine Hulin (1860-1943, F: 87284775). Buried in Woodland Cemetery, 
Woodland, Yolo CA. F: 87284776 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Stockton (CA) Daily Evening Herald” Saturday 5 Jun 1875 p 3 – Mrs. W.H. Keeler was elected 
secretary of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society on 2 Jun 1875.  
 
“Stockton (CA) Mail” Tuesday 26 Oct 1886 p 2 – the Red & White Coterie scheduled to be held at 
the Central Methodist Episcopal Church on Wednesday, 27 Oct 1886, has been postponed 
indefinitely due to the death of Mrs. W.H. Keeler. 
 
“Fresno (CA) Weekly Republican” Friday 25 Jan 1889 p 5 – W.H. Keeler of Stockton spent a few days 
here visiting his brother-in-law Dr. A.J. Pedlar. Keeler is a prominent jeweler of Stockton CA. 
 
1896 CA voter registration: 
Harry Alden Keeler, 21 years, student, height 5’ 10”, dark complexion, hazel eyes, brown hair, b. 
CA, resident of 572 – 10th. 
William Henry Keeler, 57 years, jeweler, height 5’7”, dark complexion, gray eyes, gray hair, b. NY, 
resident of 572 – 10th.  
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“San Francisco Examiner” Thursday 28 May 1896 p 11 – Harry A. Keeler will appear in the senior 
class farce, “The Killing of Julius Dorety Caesar, President of the Class of June, ‘96” at Oakland 
High School in the role of Harry Cassius Keelii.  
 
“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 1 Jul 1896 p 10 – the 4th Official Handicapper to be held 4 Jul 
1896 includes a bicycle race. Harry A. Keeler is competing in the 220-yard hurdle race relay & the 
running high jump. He is a member of the Academic Athletic Club. 
 
1910 CA voter registration 
Harry Alden Keeler, age 35, resident 707 Cole, San Francisco. Republican. Clerk. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” 7 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the 30 Tuscania survivors who landed at Fort 
[sic/Port] Ellen, Islay, Scotland is Pvt. Harry A. Keeler. The British are sending doctors, rations & 
clothing to them. 
 
“Pomona (CA) Progress” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 3 – among the first 35 Tuscania survivors reported 
is Pvt. Harry A. Keeler, cousin Lyle H. Pedlar, 440 – 1st Ave., San Francisco. 
 
“Sacramento (CA) Star” Thursday 29 May 1919 p 7 – Sgt. Harry A. Keeler, Tuscania survivor, the 
brother of Mrs. H.V. Hulin of Sacramento, arrived in NY from overseas. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“San Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 27 Jun 1920 p 8 – Harry A. Keeler is a new arrival at Harbin Hot 
Springs resort in San Francisco. 
 
“San Pedro (CA) News-Pilot” Monday 67 Jun 1932 p 4 – a new constitution & bylaws for the San 
Pedro American Legion Post No. 65 will be presented by Harry A. Keeler, who headed the 
committee that worked on the project for the past few weeks. 
 
Obituary: 
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Harry Alden Keeler, June graduate of Oakland (CA) High School & some of his famous classmates, 

including author Jack London - 
http://www.ohsmemorial.com/OHS/1896Wall.htm 

  
Social Security number: 555-20-6163 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Oakland, Alameda CA – 866 Cambal St. 
W.H. Keeler, 42 NY [no occupation listed] 
S.A., 38 WI, parents b. England, keeping house [wife] 
M.L., 13 CA [daughter] 
Harr., 5 CA [son 
 
1900 Oakland, Alameda CA – 776 – 13th St. 
Leander Peckham, 36 RI, birth month unknown 1864, parents’ birthplaces unknown, single, 
commercial traveler, wholesale bycicles [sic] [head of household] 
John H. Rusch, 26 PA, Mar 1874, parents b. PA, single, cashier, wholesale soap factory [partner] 
A.F. Cornwall, 25 CA, Mar 1875, parents’ birthplaces unknown, single, real estate agent [partner] 
H.A. Keeler, 22 CA, birth month unknown 1878, parents’ birthplaces unknown, single, clerk, 
railroad company [partner] 
Hattie A. Pulver, 44 IA, father b. England, mother b. PA, widow, housekeeper 
 
1910 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Fell St. 
Harry A. Keeler, 34 CA, father b. NY, mother b. WI, single, keeper, hotel, lodger with: 
Isaac H. & Amelia F. Spiro, their 2 sons, daughter & grandson 
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1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Arguella Blvd. 
Harry Keeler, 46 US, parents b. US, single, checker, iron works, boarder with: 
Harry & Laura Lawton, their 2 sons, a sister-in-law, a brother-in-law & another male boarder 
 
1930 Precinct 15, Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co. CA – Carolina St. 
Henry A. Keeler, 51 CA, father b. NY, mother b. WI, purchasing agent, shipyard, WWI veteran 
Gertrude, 50 Canada, parents b. Canada (English) 
 
1940 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 669 – same house in 1935 
Harry A. Keeler, 61 CA, purchasing agent, industry not readable (met water aves?] 
Gertrude M., 63 Canada (English) 
 
 
 


