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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Knutson, Christian Emit/Emil 
1873 Norway – 1936 WI 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 12 Oct 1936 p 15 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 12 Oct 1936 p 8 

 

 



5 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D8PX-
Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-J7YW 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-994Q-
B9VH?i=2214&cc=1916249&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV1Z-

Z26G  
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D8PX-Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-J7YW
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D8PX-Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-J7YW
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93D-
9FR6?i=125&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ2ZJ-4YN2  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9165-
9579?cc=1368704&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AJFRV-5ZL  
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1891 Norway census - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-L3J8-1SZ4-
K?i=90&cc=4067726&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ADVMH-LLW2  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-L3J8-1SZ4-K?i=90&cc=4067726&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ADVMH-LLW2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-L3J8-1SZ4-K?i=90&cc=4067726&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ADVMH-LLW2
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Is this his relative George Knudson? – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 25 Nov 1949 p 28 

 
   

Name: Christian Emit/Emil Knutson 
Name variations: Chris Knutson, Christian Knudsen  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. C - corporal 
Serial number:  251,079 
Entered service from:  Racine, Racine WI  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Chris E. Knutson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  uncle George Knutson, 2203 Hanson Ave., Racine WI 
Returned from war on:  "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Chris E. Knutson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  brother George Knutson, 2203 Hanson Ave., Racine WI 
(mailing address: Wautoma WI) (pvt, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 18 Aug 1919  
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Address:  Wautoma WI 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train, AEF 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Oct 1873 Christiania (now Oslo), Norway  
Died: 10 Oct 1936 Wautoma, Waushara WI (hanged himself in his woodshed at Fish Lake, 
3 miles E. of Wautoma)  
Find A Grave record: 113462250, presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Mount Morris, Waushara WI 
Cemetery:  Mount Morris Holden Lutheran 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone - Chris E. - Wisconsin Corp 2 Sup Tn 2 Div  
  
 
Father:   ? 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  ? 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  ? 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• A sister in Boston MA survived him when he committed suicide in 1936. 
 
Notes:  Most of what was discovered about him was found in the news stories about his suicide. 
 
The family surname appears to have been spelled Knutsen. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
George Knutson of Racine WI is listed as his uncle on the Tuscania passenger list – his brother on 
his return voyage – and as a cousin in his obituary. An aunt Knutsen is listed in Racine WI on his 
sailing manifest when he immigrated to the US in 1906. 
In the 1900 census for Racine, Racine WI, there is a George Knutsen, age 23, b. Norway, 
blacksmith, in the US for 16 years, naturalized, who is a boarder. 
A George Knut Knutsen registered for the WWI draft in 1917 with a wife Otelia, residing at 1316 
Howe St., Racine WI, born 12 Oct 1876 Norway. His estate – listing both Knutsen and Knutson as 
spellings of his surname – is probated in Racine in Feb 1948. 
 
Or is this George Knutson, 1862-1949, F: 179298418 buried with his wife Christine (1865-1952, F: 
179298523) in Racine, Racine WI – obituary copied above.  
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Christian Emil KNUDSEN, age 29, born 28 Oct 1873 in Christiania (renamed Oslo in 1925), Norway 
& arrived in NY on Jun 1903 aboard the ship “United States.” The ship left Christiania, Norway, on 4 
Jun 1903 & arrived in NYC at Ellis Island on 16 Jun 1903. He was a carpenter, single, heading to 
Racine WI. His uncle had paid his passage. The amount of money he had with him is illegible. His 
aunt T. (?) Knudsen lives at 725 Bank St., Racine WI. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – Maybe His Name is 
Here” included Chris E. Knutson of Racine WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Christian KNUDSEN submits a declaration of intent to become a citizen on 10 Jul 1922.  He was 
born Christiania (Oslo), Norway on 28 Oct 1873. Farmer. Height: 5’8”. Weight: 165 lbs. Resident of 
Wautoma WI.  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Stevens Point [WI] Journal" 12 Oct 1936 p 8 - age 64. Found hanging from a rope from a 
rafter in his woodshed at his cottage 3 miles east of Wautoma, where he had lived alone for 
past 10 years. Found by his neighbor John Bishop who was returning an axe. It was ruled 
that he had been dead for 12 to 24 hours. He was last seen around 8 a.m. the morning of 10 
Oct 1936. A bachelor. WWI veteran. Member of the American Legion. Survived by 1 sister in 
Boston MA. 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 


