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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Knudson, Raymond Oliver 
1894 WI – 1968 NY 
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All above from “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – when it was unknown if 

Raymond had survived 
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Congressman Voigt was quite mistaken – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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The “I am safe” form letter that in the case of the Tuscania may not have been true – 

“Sheboygan (WI) Press” 13 Feb 1918 p 8 
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Not one word about Tuscania – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” 2 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 30 Apr 1918 p 4 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 28 Aug 1917 p 6 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 16 Sep 1918 p 6 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 3 Jun 1919 p 6 
 
 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 3 Jul 1919 p 6 

 

 
His mother Hannah & sister Elizabeth (U of MI student) visit his brother Charles Jr., a 

professor at the U of MI - “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 22 Jul 1930 p 8 
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His brother Charles Anthony Knudson Jr. graduates from Dartmouth College, 2nd in his 

class, and heads to Harvard University for his Ph.D. – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 17 
Jun 1924 p 10 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/239453461/?terms=%22charles%20knudson%22%
20manitowoc&match=1 

 

 
His younger brother Charles Anthony Knudson Jr., University of Michigan professor 1929-

1940 - http://faculty-history.dc.umich.edu/faculty/charles-anthony-
%E2%80%A8knudson-jr 

 

http://faculty-history.dc.umich.edu/faculty/charles-anthony-%E2%80%A8knudson-jr
http://faculty-history.dc.umich.edu/faculty/charles-anthony-%E2%80%A8knudson-jr
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https://prabook.com/web/charles_anthony.knudson/1047575  
 

 
Wedding of sister Elizabeth Julia Knudson to Joseph Olney Halford 19 Jul 1940 – 

“Sheboygan (WI) Press” 29 Jul 1940 p 8 
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Obituary of his sister Elizabeth Knudson Halford – “Santa Fe (NM) New Mexican” Sunday 
29 Oct 1995 p 10 – at right: photograph of her husband Joseph Olney Halford- 
https://academictree.org/chemistry/publications.php?pid=94195  
 
 

”History of the University of Michigan Department of Chemistry” 
http://um2017.org/History_of_Chemistry.html 

 

https://academictree.org/chemistry/publications.php?pid=94195
http://um2017.org/History_of_Chemistry.html
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Joseph Olney Halford, University of California Berkeley 
recipient of the University Medal, given to the most 
distinguished graduate of the year – “Oakland (CA) 
Tribune” Wednesday 14 May 1924 p 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The engagement of Sylvia Lee to Richard C. Overton, her 1st husband. Her father Alfred O. 
Lee was a professor at the University of MI. She marries Raymond’s brother Charles 
Anthony Knudson Jr. – “Detroit (MI) Free Press” 5 Jun 1932 p 24 



22 
 

 

   
 



23 
 

 

    
Obituary of his father Charles Anton Knudson Sr. – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Saturday, 5 Jul 

1930 p 1, continued on p 17 
 

 
Plaque on oak bench made by Frost’s Veneer Seating Co., based in Sheboygan WI & NY. 
The company was incorporated in Sheboygan WI in 1884; its factory was located at 11 S. 

Water St., Sheboygan. It manufactured railway & depot seating & other furniture. - 
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https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/oak-bench-by-frost-veneer-seating-co  and 
https://www.sheboyganspirit.com/history/industrial-sheboygan.html  

 

 
 
 

 
Marriage of his parents – “Mineral Point (WI) Weekly Tribune” Saturday 27 May 1893 p 3 

 

https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/oak-bench-by-frost-veneer-seating-co
https://www.sheboyganspirit.com/history/industrial-sheboygan.html
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Name: Raymond Oliver Knudson 
Name variations: nickname: Knudie 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Eng. - private 
Serial number:  251,706 
Entered service from:  Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Raymond O. Knudson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father C.A. Knudson, 1128 N. 7th St., Sheboygan WI  
Returned from war on:  "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Raymond O. Knudson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Charles A. Knudson, 465 Central Park West, Apt. 6N, 
NY, NY (musician 3rd class, HQ Co., 107th Engineers) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Raymond Knudson - b. 8 Apr 1894 Manitowoc WI; res: 
143 – 4th, Milwaukee WI. Single. Electrician, Pfister & Vogel Leather Co., Milwaukee WI. In 
Engineering Corps of the WI National Guard. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 122 Whitfield St., Pittsburgh PA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Raymond Oliver Knudson - b. 8 Apr 1894 Manitowoc WI; 
res: Niagara Falls, Niagara NY. His address is written as 264 – 3rd St., Niagara Falls, which is 
crossed off & 321 E. 43rd St., Apt. 810, NY 17 NY is written. His mailing address is listed as 
407 Beach Ave., Mamaroneck NY, but that is crossed off & 210 A Knudson, College Hill, 
Clinton NY is written. NOK Mrs. H.C. Knudson, 407 Beach, Mamaroneck NY. Employed at 
George S. May Co., 122 E. 42nd St., NY, NY. “scar on left thumb” Height: 5’11” – 185 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 25 May 1919 
Address:  1508 Larrabee St., Chicago IL 
Rank/unit:  musician 3rd class, Demob Gr 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Apr 1894 Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI  
Died: 1 Jun 1968 Westfield, Chautauqua NY   
Find A Grave record:  190536139 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Westfield, Chautauqua NY 
Cemetery:  Westfield 
Tombstone:   veteran flat: New York Mus 3 Cl US Army WWI   
  
Father:  Charles Anton (Anthony) Knudson Sr., May 1857 Manitowoc Co. WI – 7 Jul 1930 New York, 
NY.  He was reared & educated in Manitowoc WI, then was engaged in banking, then in lumber in 
Arpin WI for about 1 year. He came to Sheboygan WI to work for Frost’s Veneer Seating Co., where 
he was employed as secretary & auditor. In May 1919 he moved to Mamaroneck NY to work as 
sales & credit manager in the Eastern offices of Frost’s. While in Sheboygan, the family lived at 
1128 N. 7th St. In Mamaroneck NY he lived at 87 Beach Ave. (according to his obituary). He had last 
visited Sheboygan WI in 1929. Active in the Knights of Pythias, who were conducting his burial rites. 
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He was survived by his wife, 2 brothers & 4 children: Raymond, Norman, Charles Jr. & Elizabeth. 
Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI.  
Find A Grave:  95210468 
 
Mother:  Hannah Caroline (“Lena”) Hansen Knudson, Sep 1869 WI – 2 Mar 1962. Buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI. 
Find A Grave:  95210469 
Parents’ marriage:  17 May 1893 Green Bay, Brown WI 
 
Spouse:  Hazel Eunice Merriam Harrington Knudson, 3 Nov 1901 Mayville, Chautauqua NY – 30 Aug 
1991 Westfield, Chautauqua NY. SSN 109-05-7589. Daughter of Delbert Sephus Morrison (1881-
1965) & Zula M. Goodrich (1882-1962). In the 1905 MN state census, she lived in Chatfield, Fillmore 
MN with her parents. Married on 22 Nov 1922 in Erie, Erie PA to Frederick Waldo Harrington (Oct 
1901 OH -Sep 1982 NY), the son of Walter Burt Harrington & Mary E. Seiz.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 8 Apr 1945 Mayville, Chautauqua NY.  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Raymond was the oldest of 4 children. 

• Norman Edward Knudson, 10 Dec 1898 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI – 10 Jan 1970 (was a 
resident of West Palm Beach FL).  SSN 064-16-9609. Military headstone: from Illinois, 
private, US Army, WWI. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, he lived at 407 Beach Ave., 
Mamaroneck NY & worked at Terrill Belknap Marsh Associates, 480 Lexington Ave., NY, NY. 
His next-of-kind was Mrs. H.C. Knudson [his mother] - Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, 
Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI. F: 95210476 

• Charles Anthony Knudson Jr., 23 Nov 1903 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI – Feb 1976 (a 
resident of Urbana, Champaign IL).  SSN 063-22-8319. Graduated 2nd in his class from 
Dartmouth University in 1924 & was chosen to deliver one of the commencement 
addresses. Received a $1,000 fellowship to attend Harvard University, where he received 
his doctorate in the Romance languages (1925). He taught in the French Department at the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor from 1929-1940 until he resigned in 1940. He was in the 
US Office of War Information (OWI) from 1944-1946 in Great Britain & France. He was 
awarded the Legion of Honor from France in 1951 & then at the level of “officier” (officer) in 
1959. - Husband of Sylvia Lee Overton Knudson Aronszajn (13 Apr 1913 Ann Arbor, 
Washtenaw MI – May 1975), the daughter of Alfred O. Lee & Elizabeth Sargent, whom he 
married 21 Sep 1939 in Ann Arbor, Washtenaw MI.  He was age 35, Sylvia Overton was 26. 
Charles was a teacher, b. Sheboygan WI, son of Charles A. Knudson & Carolyn Hanson, not 
previously married. Sylvia had been married once before. Both were residents of Ann Arbor 
MI. The officiant was Leonard A. Parr, minister of the First Congregational Church.  – Sylvia 
Lee Knudson married Nachman Aronszajn (1907 Warsaw, Poland) on 25 Jan 1951 in 
Stillwater, Payne OK. His Wikipedia entry can be found at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nachman_Aronszajn. His petition for naturalization contains 
much biographical data: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61199/images/007796848_00289?tre
eid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=900012858. He was a 
mathematician, who received his Ph.D. from the University of Warsaw in 1930 & one from 
the University of Paris in 1935. He taught at Oklahoma A&M (Stillwater OK) & the University 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nachman_Aronszajn
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61199/images/007796848_00289?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=900012858
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61199/images/007796848_00289?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=900012858
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of KS (Lawrence).  One of the mathematical theorems named for him is the Aronszahn-
Smith theorem. His naturalization petition (undated) says his daughter Monique had been 
born in Paris, France, on 12 Dec 1940 & his son Mark had been born 9 Apr 1953 in Lawrence 
KS.  – Charles was the author of “Introduction to French Pronunciation” published in Ann 
Arbor MI 1 Jan 1951 & available on Amazon.com as of 21 Jun 2021.  

• Elizabeth Julia Knudson Halford, 17 Feb 1908 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI – 24 Oct 1995 
Santa Fe, Santa Fe NM (at the medical center of El Castillo Retirement Residence, of kidney 
cancer). SSN 385-50-2900. A student at the University of MI in 1930, where her brother 
Charles was a professor. Wife of Joseph Olney Halford (1903 CA – Mar 1987, SSN 377-38-
4521), whom she married 19 Jul 1940 in Mamaroneck, Westchester NY. Joseph was the son 
of John Jefferson Halford & Kathleen Jane Loftus. Joseph graduated from the U of CA, 
Berkeley in 1924, receiving the University Medal as the most distinguished graduate of the 
year. He then received his Ph.D. from the same institution in 1926. Joseph taught chemistry 
at the U of MI in Ann Arbor from 1926-1968. The couple then moved to Santa Fe NM in 1976. 
She was survived by 1 daughter; her husband & another daughter had predeceased her. Her 
ashes were scattered in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, where her husband’s ashes had 
been scattered.   

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 10 Nov 1915 p 5 – Raymond Knudson returned to Milwaukee 
WI this morning where he attends the School of Engineering. He spent a few days with his parents, 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Knudson of N. 7th St. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Sheboygan (WI) Press" 2 Mar 1918 p 1 - Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Knudson, 1123 N. 7th St., 
were surprised when the 1st letter from son Raymond, dated 9 Feb from Londonberry [sic], 
England [sic/Ireland] never mentioned the Tuscania. He wrote about his good health, 
weather, food, barracks. Was missing cigarettes & money.  
 
Post-war: 
 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 10 Nov 1919 p 6 – Raymond Knudson of NY, formerly of 
Sheboygan, visited here for a few days before returning to Milwaukee WI on Saturday. 
 
Sheboygan [WI] Press" 5 Feb 1936 p 17 - Raymond was 28 years old when the ship sunk. 
He was b. 8 Apr 1894 Manitowoc, son of Charles A. Knudson. When Raymond was  5 
months old, he came with his parents to Sheboygan. Was a Sheboygan High School 
graduate 1912. Was attending Milwaukee School of Engineering (electrical engineering) 
when he enlisted May 1917, now living somewhere in the east US  
 
 
Obituary: 
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Social Security number: 169-09-7004  
 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI – 1022 – 5th St. 
Chas. Knudson, 43 WI, May 1857, parents b. Norway, married 7 years, secretary & treasurer, 
Frost’s Veneer Seating Co. 
Carole, 30 WI, Sep 1869, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Raymond O., 6 WI, at school 
Norman E., 1 WI, Dec 1898 
 
1905 WI state census – Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI 
Charles A. Knudson, 47 WI, parents b. Norway, bookkeeper 
Hannah C., 35 WI, parents b. Norway 
Raymond C., 11 WI 
Norman E, 6 WI 
Charles A. Jr. 2 WI 
& 2 female servants, ages 20 & 22 
 
1910 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI – 1128 N. 7th St. 
Charles A. Knudson, 50 WI, parents b. Norway, married 17 years, manufacturer, furniture, office 
Caroline, 38 WI, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Raymond, 16 WI 
Norman E., 11 WI 
Charles, 6 WI 
Elizabeth, 2 WI 
& servant Mary Hoehnke, 19 WI, parents b. Germany 
 
1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – Young Men’s Christian Association 
Raymond O. Knudson, 25 WI, parents b. WI, single, engineer, electrical – lodger at YMCA 
 
1930 Orange, Essex NJ – Young Men’s Christian Association, Main St. 
Raymond O. [indexed as C. but it’s an O] Knudson, 35 WI, single, parents b. WI, engineer, 
telephone company, WWI veteran [appears on line 86 of the form, which lists the numerous 
lodgers at the YMCA] 
 
1940 Rye, Westchester NY – 407 Beach Ave. – same house in 1935 
Hannah Knudson, 70 WI, widow [head of household] 
Raymond, 46 WI, single, industrial engineer, M--- [illegible] [son] 
Norman E., 41 WI, single, advertising writer, advertising agency 
Elizabeth, 32 WI, single, teacher, public school 
 
1940 Mayville, Chautauqua NY – his future wife 
Hazel Harrington, 37 NY, divorced, bookkeeper 
 
 


