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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Knott, Joseph Carlton 
1893 IA – 1975 WA 
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Joseph Carlton Knot – “Pullman (WA) Herald” 15 Feb 1918 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80056945/?terms=%22joseph%20knott%22&match
=1 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80056945/?terms=%22joseph%20knott%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80056945/?terms=%22joseph%20knott%22&match=1
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 17 May 1962 p 14 

 



4 
 

 

 

 
Joseph Carlton Knott is standing at the far right, with his 2nd wife – Rae Russell – seated at the far 

left – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 16 Jun 1953 p 36 
 



5 
 

 

 

 
Joseph Carlton Knott is at the far left – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 14 Sep 1943 p 

18 
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Dr. Joseph Carlton Knott explained request by Washington State University for state funding – 

“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 26 Feb 1955 p 5 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 25 Sep 1942 p 15 
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Obituary of Dr. Joseph Carlton Knott – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Thursday 20 

Nov 1975 p 11 
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Left: obituary of Joseph Carlton Knott - “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 19 Nov 1975 

p 1 – right: funeral arrangements Thursday 20 Nov 1975 p 6 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-
6DVM?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-KPNL  
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Washington State University names its new building the J.C. Knott Dairy Center – “Spokane 

(WA) Chronicle” Thursday 13 Jul 1961 p 9  
 



11 
 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 28 Jun 1934 p 21 
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Joseph recounts 45 years later the torpedoing, the lifeboats, watching the sinking (stern in 

the air) of “Tuscania” and his rescue from a lifeboat by an Irish trawler, his landing in Larne, 
Ireland. The original letter asking if anyone remembered Tuscania was written to the 
newspaper by Edna Josephine Laurence, the wife of fellow Tuscania survivor, Paul 

Laurence  – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 13 Feb 1963 p 6 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/569880666/?terms=knott%20tuscania&match=1 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/569880666/?terms=knott%20tuscania&match=1
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Register of Ph.D. Degrees, 1938-1956, University of Minnesota – he received his doctorate 
at ceremonies in Northrup Auditorium, University of Minnesota campus in Minneapolis MN 

on 20 Mar 1941 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 19 Feb 1918 p 10 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/568486370/?terms=knott%20tuscania&match=1 
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WA state WWI record 

 
In the American Legion at Pullman WA – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 17 

Dec 1921 p 10 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 28 Dec 1929 p 28 

 



17 
 

 

    
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 23 Sep 1942 p 18 
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Joseph received his Ph.D. degree from the University of Minnesota, then returned to 
Washington State College – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 23 Sep 1942 p 7 
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WA death certificate of his father Carlton Joseph Knott - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6Q3S-TCY 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6Q3S-TCY
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WA death certificate of his brother, Ralph Lupton Knott - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-63L3-NHJ 
 

 
“Pullman (WA) Herald” Friday 14 Jul 1922 p 2 
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Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada marriage certificate - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DT19-NZ1?i=1824&cc=1307718 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DT19-NZ1?i=1824&cc=1307718
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WA death certificate of 1st wife, Bessie Eunice Sleater Knott - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DZT7-CL  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DZT7-CL
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Obituary of Joseph’s mother-in-law Ella Knott Sleater, who is also his aunt – “Washington 

Standard” (Olympia WA) Friday 16 Jan 1914 p 5 
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Car accident & wife Bessie Knott’s estate – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 

12 Mar 1946 p 8 
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Obituary of wife Bessie Streater Knott – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 22 Feb 
1946 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/569352431/?terms=%22j%20c%20knott%22&matc
h=1  

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 23 Feb 1946 p 1 

 

 
Engagement to 2nd wife, Rae Russell – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Thursday 1 May 

1947 p 9  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/569352431/?terms=%22j%20c%20knott%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/569352431/?terms=%22j%20c%20knott%22&match=1
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Marriage of Joseph Carlton Knott to his 2nd wife, Rae Russell, on 26 Jul 1947 in Veradale WA 

– “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 26 Jul 1947 p 14 
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Obituary of 2nd wife, Rae Russell Knott – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 15 Jul 

1994 p 49 
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Obituary of mother-in-law Dora (Mrs. James Lee) Russell – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-

Review” Thursday 7 Sep 1961 p 6 
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Obituary of son Robert Joseph Knott - https://products.kitsapsun.com/archive/1993/03-

05/281413_obituaries.html  
 

https://products.kitsapsun.com/archive/1993/03-05/281413_obituaries.html
https://products.kitsapsun.com/archive/1993/03-05/281413_obituaries.html
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Marriage of son Robert Joseph Knott to Lois Briggs on 8 Sep 1948 – “Spokane (WA) 

Chronicle” Friday 10 Sep 1948 p 46 
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Obituary of his son Robert Joseph Knott’s wife. Lois Briggs Knott Forbes – from the “Kitsap 
(WA) Sun” - 

https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/life/announcements/obituaries/2017/01/04/lois-briggs-
knott-forbes-89/96164978/ 

 

 
Probably his doctoral thesis at the University of Minnesota, 1941 - 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Growth_reproduction_production_and_the_e.htm
l?id=rAQnAQAAMAAJ&hl=en 

 
Name: Joseph Carlton Knott 
Name variations:  Joe Knott, J.C. Knott 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,554 
Entered service from:  Monroe, Snohomish WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph C. Knott 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Carlton J. Knott, Monroe WA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph C. Knott 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Carlton J. Knott, Monroe WA (sgt, 17th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Joseph Carlton Knott - b. 26 May 1893 Tipton IA; res: 
Monroe, Snohomish WA. Single. Student. A sergeant for 2 years at WA State College. Tall in 
height, medium build. Registered on 25 May 1917, before national registration day 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): College Station, Pullman WA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Joseph Carlton Knott - b. 26 May 1893 Tipton IA; res: 
College Station, Pullman WA. NOK Mrs. Bess E. Knott, same address. Employed at State 
College of Washington, Pullman WA. Signed J.C. Knott. Height: 6’2” – 210 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 9 Dec 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  1308 ½ Maiden Lane, Pullman WA 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, Co. E, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 

https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/life/announcements/obituaries/2017/01/04/lois-briggs-knott-forbes-89/96164978/
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/life/announcements/obituaries/2017/01/04/lois-briggs-knott-forbes-89/96164978/
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WA state, WWI record: 
Joseph C. Knott, serial 250554, resident of Monroe WA, enlisted in the National Guard at Monroe 
WA on 9 Dec 1917 at age 24 years 7 months. Born Tipton IA. In Co. 17, 20th Engineers to discharge. 
Promoted to corporal, then to sergeant on 1 May 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 May 1919. 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 26 May 1893 Tipton, Cedar IA  
Died: 19 Nov 1975 Whitman Co. WA   
Find A Grave record:  73249266, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Pullman, Whitman WA 
Cemetery:  Pullman City [buried with both his wives in the same plot] 
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Carlton J. (“Joe”) [or Joseph Carlton] McCroskey Knott, 9 Feb 1864 Cedar Co. IA – 31 Aug 
1932 Monroe, Snohomish WA. Son of Joseph Scull Knott & Catherine Dale. Buried in Odd Fellows 
Cemetery, Monroe, Snohomish WA. 
Find A Grave:  77453581 
 
Mother:  Ida McKee Lupton, 24 Sep 1868 Stark Co. OH – 4 Feb 1954 Everett, Snohomish WA. 
Daughter of Jonathan Rood Lupton (1838-1931, F: 79481173) & Martha Jane McKee (1841-1879 PA). 
Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Monroe, Snohomish WA. 
Find A Grave:  77453611 
Parents’ marriage:  29 Nov 1888 NE. Carlton Knott, age 24, b. IA, son of Joseph Knott & Catherine 
Dail, married Ida Lupton, age 20, b. PA, daughter of J. Lupton with mother’s information left blank 
on license, in Sioux County NE.  Both were residents of Tipton IA. They were married by a Methodist 
Episcopal Church minister, John A. Seamahorn (spelling?).  
 
Spouse:  Bessie Eunice Sleater Knott, 22 Mar 1894 South Bay, Thurston WA – 20 Feb 1946 Colfax, 
Whitman WA (in the Bryant Weisman Clinic). Daughter of George Sleater & Ella Cora Knott.   
Her original birth record was amended so there are entries written later on the lines. She was born 
as Slayter (with Bessie Eunice Sleater added in that space), in South Bay WA, to Ella C. Knox (with 
Knott added), age 34, b. IA & father George Slaytor (with Sleater added), age 68, Ireland, farmer. 
Bessie was her mother’s 7th child. – Resident of Duncan Lane, Pullman WA at time of death, from 
kidney problems. 
Buried in Pullman City Cemetery, Pullman, Whitman WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  73249341 
Marriage: 21 Jun 1922 Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Bessie Sleater & Joseph Knott appear 
to be 1st cousins. Bessie’s mother Ella Cora Knott Sleater was the sister of Joseph’s father, Carlton 
Joseph Knott. [There are no consanguinity restrictions on marriage in Canada currently.]  Joseph 
Carlton Knott, age 29, b. US, Methodist, bachelor, resident of Pullman WA, son of Carleton Joseph 
Knott & Ida McKee Lupton, married Bessie Eunice Sleater, age 28, b. Olympia WA, Methodist, 
spinster, daughter of George Sleater (b. Ireland) & Ella Cora Knott (b. US). They were married at 
1061 Tendrill St., Vancouver, BC.  
 
Spouse:  Rae Georgia Russell Knott, 1 Feb 1896 Joplin MO – 10 Jul 1994 Pullman, Whitman WA. 
Daughter of James Lee Russell (1866- 1909, F: 15146632) & Dora E. (1872-1961, F: 96080663). 
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Earned a B.A. degree in home economics from the U of WA. She was a college instructor, state 
extension agent from WA State College, corporate employee & worked as a food specialist for the 
federal government. Buried in Pullman City Cemetery, Pullman, Whitman WA in the same plot with 
Joseph & Bessie.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  73249468 
Marriage: 26 Jul 1947 Veradale, Spokane Co. WA at the Russel home, by Rev. Lincoln Wirt, pastor of 
Federated Congregational Church of Pullman WA. 
 
Child: by his 1st wife, Bessie Eunice Sleater 

• Robert Joseph Knott, 30 Apr 1927 Colfax, Whitman WA – 3 Mar 1993 Bremerton, Kitsap WA 
(residence in Silverdale, Kitsap WA). SSN 519-24-9179. Served in the US Navy in WWII & 
Korea. – Married Lois Briggs (1927-2016, F: 204609010) on 8 Sep 1948 in Pullman Co. WA. 
She was the daughter of Walter Carl Briggs (1886 IA – 1941 ID, F: 63876759) & Mabel May 
Pulliam (1894-1990, F: 63804753). – After her divorce from Robert, Lois married John K. 
(Jack) Forbes (1923-2009, F: 204607078) whose 1st wife was Dorothy Margaret Wheildon 
(1921-1981) whom he had married 10 Jun 1950). John Forbes married Lois Knott in Feb 
1983. After the war earned an engineering degree from WA State College. Retired from the 
Naval Undersea Warfare Center, Division Keyport. Died in Harrison Memorial Hospital. 
Buried in Miller-Woodlawn Memorial Park, Bremerton, Kitsap WA. F: 204606069 

 
Siblings:  Joseph was the 2nd of 4 children. 

• Ralph Lupton Knott, 25 Oct 1888 Chadron, Dawes NE – 31 Jan 1956 Everett, Snohomish 
WA. Married on 21 Apr 1916 in Ziebach Co. SD to Clara J. Hoyle (1895-1968, F: 132665880) 
when Ralph was age 26 & Clara age 20, by Lutheran minister A.W. Blauert. Clara was the 
daughter of John & Sarah A. Hoyle. In 1942 on his WWII draft registration, they lived in 
Mobridge SD & Ralph was employed at the Mobridge station of the Chicago, Minneapolis & 
St. Paul Railway as a conductor. – Died suddenly without medical attention; had severe 
asthma for 20 years. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Everett, Snohomish WA. F: 132665879 

• Letty Mabel (“Sookie”) Knott Niquette, 6 Jan 1897 IA – 21 Mar 1981 Tacoma, Pierce WA. SSN 
533-36-1415. Married on 21 Jun 1919 in Tacoma, Pierce WA to Wesley Henry Niquette 
(1894-1971, F: 39026486). Buried as L. Mabel Niquette in Trinity Lutheran Cemetery, 
Tacoma, Pierce WA. F: 39026484 

• Dorothea Knott Carr, b. 2 Dec 1900 Tipton, Cedar IA – 28 Aug 1967 Snohomish Co. CA.   
SSN 533-22-4192. Her IA birth certificate was amended on 26 Jan 1939, with data supplied 
by Dr. E.J. Van Metre, the physician who delivered her. She was listed as the daughter of 
Carl Knott (36, farmer) & Ida Lupton (32, housewife), both residents of Tipton IA. – In the 
1940 census for Snohomish, Snohomish WA, Dorothea Knott, 39 IA, grade school teacher, 
was the head of household; living with her was her mother, Ida M. Knott, 71 OH.  – In the 
1957 Everett WA city directory, Dorothea Carr lived with her husband Joseph Carr with 
address Box 1045. Died with the surname Carr. 

 
Notes:  
 
Family tree at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=joseph+carlton_knott&birth=1893_iowa&death=1975_
washington&count=50&defaultFacets=PRIMARY_YEAR.PRIMARY_NPLACE&father=carlton+joseph
_knott&mother=ida_mckee&spouse=rae_russell&spouse2=bessie+eunice_sleater  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=joseph+carlton_knott&birth=1893_iowa&death=1975_washington&count=50&defaultFacets=PRIMARY_YEAR.PRIMARY_NPLACE&father=carlton+joseph_knott&mother=ida_mckee&spouse=rae_russell&spouse2=bessie+eunice_sleater
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=joseph+carlton_knott&birth=1893_iowa&death=1975_washington&count=50&defaultFacets=PRIMARY_YEAR.PRIMARY_NPLACE&father=carlton+joseph_knott&mother=ida_mckee&spouse=rae_russell&spouse2=bessie+eunice_sleater
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=joseph+carlton_knott&birth=1893_iowa&death=1975_washington&count=50&defaultFacets=PRIMARY_YEAR.PRIMARY_NPLACE&father=carlton+joseph_knott&mother=ida_mckee&spouse=rae_russell&spouse2=bessie+eunice_sleater
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Pre-war: 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 3 Sep 1912 p 6 – Joe Knott & his sisters Miss Mabel & 
Miss Dorothy Knott of Monroe WA were guests at the home of “their --- [margin is cut off] George 
Sleataer last week. 
 
“Washington Standard” (Olympia WA) Friday 22 Sep 1916 p 5 – Joe Knott of Monroe WA visited the 
George Sleater home last week. [At first this appeared to be his courtship of his future wife Eunice, 
the daughter of George, but George is married to his father’s sister, so Joe is visiting his relatives.] 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the saved: Joseph C. Knott, father 
Carlton J. Knott, of Monroe WA 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Washington Standard” (Olympia WA) Friday 23 May 1919 p 5 – Miss Bessie Sleater & her cousin 
Miss Mabel Knott went to Oakville Saturday to visit Mrs. H.O. Porter. Mabel arrived last week for a 
visit. 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 1 Mar 1921 p 7 – the new AGR chapter has petitioned 
Alpha Gamma Rho, the national agricultural social fraternity. Among the charter members is 
Joseph C. Knott of Monroe WA. 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 24 Mar 1925 p 8 – the 4th annual gridiron banquet 
took the form of a police court, with a judge whose identity was later revealed as a teacher, where 
“Foolishness ran rampant.” There were 325 attendees who were prominent people affiliated with 
WA State College, some of whom were sentenced for their “crimes.” – “For offering the college 
cows intoxicating silage, Joseph C. Knott, college superintendent of official testing, was sentenced 
to spend a half hour each day in the pen with the college bull.” 
 
Educational degrees: 
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture – Washington State College [now University] Jun 1920 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 1 Jun 1920 p 18 – receiving a degree: Joseph Carlton Knott of 
Monroe WA 
Master of Forestry degree – Washington State College, 1930 
Ph.D. degree, University of Minnesota, ca. 1940 
 
Served as Pullman (WA) Chamber of Commerce president in 1934.  
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 533-36-9419 
 
Censuses: 
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1900 Center, Cedar IA 
Carl Knott, 36 IA, Feb 1864, parents b. PA, married 11 years, farmer 
Ida, 31 OH, Sep 1868, parents b. OH, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Ralph, 10 NE, Oct 1889 
Joseph, 7 IA, May 1893 
Mable, 3 IA, Jan 1897 
 
1910 Everett, Snohomoish WA – Wetmore Ave. 
Carlton J. Knott, 45 IA, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, farmer 
Ida, 41 OH, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Joseph, 16 IA 
Mable, 13 IA 
Dorthea, 9 IA 
 
1920 Milton, Snohomish WA – branch of Noods (spelling?) Creek Rd. 
Carl Knott, 55 IA, parents b. PA, farmer, general farm 
Ida M., 51 OH, parents b. OH 
Joseph C., 26 IA 
Dorothy J., 18 IA 
 
1930 Pullman, Whitman WA – conducted 15 Apr 1930 
Joseph C. Knott, 36 IA, father b. IA, mother b. PA, age 28 at 1st marriage, instructor, Dairy Dept., 
WSC [WA State College], WWI veteran 
Bessie E., 36 WA, father b. Ireland, mother b. IA, age 28 at 1st marriage 
Robert S., 2 years 11 months WA 
 
1940 Rose Hill, Ramsey Co. MN – 2024 Commonwealth Ave. – in 1935 resided in Whitman Co. WA 
[note: Joseph lived in a neighborhood of Falcon Heights, Ramsey MN called “University Grove.” The 
land is owned by the University of Minnesota, while the single-family houses are owned by 
individuals. Unless there is a waiver, those living in University Grove have some connection to the 
University of Minnesota. Joseph earned his doctorate from the St. Paul campus operation – the 
University’s agricultural school.] 
Because Joseph’s name appeared on Line 14, one of the two lines on the form that required 
supplemental questions, he supplied more data than the usual person.] 
Joseph C. Knott, 46 IA, father b. IA, mother b. PA, professor at the state college 
Bess S., 46 WA 
Robert J., 12 WA 
 


