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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

One of the Spooner WI boys 
Kniss, Oliver Alvin 

1891 IN – 1961 IL 
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Obituary of Oliver Alvin Kniss - “Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium” 11 January 1961 p. 16: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:D5V3-166Z 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:D5V3-166Z
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2MC-7QXK  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2MC-7QXK


5 
 

 
Mrs. Frank E. Smith is Oliver’s sister – “Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Monday 11 Nov 1918 p 

19 
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Parents: 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2079&h=89791&tid=&pid=&queryId=1ad1fb8db69e1bc1fc017c9

08623e389&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB23119&_phstart=successSource  
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IN death certificate of his mother Margaret Swope Kniss McCall Thompson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351229-
02815?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4207110 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351229-02815?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4207110
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351229-02815?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4207110
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Obituary of his mother Margaret Swope Kniss (McCall?) Thompson – “Munster (IN) Times” 

Thursday 4 May 1933 p 4 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/306339092/?article=f89398f9-d637-4023-9bc4-

e3280a4a8328&focus=0.877308,0.74603915,0.9866731,0.9112127&xid=3355 
 

Siblings:  
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/306339092/?article=f89398f9-d637-4023-9bc4-e3280a4a8328&focus=0.877308,0.74603915,0.9866731,0.9112127&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/306339092/?article=f89398f9-d637-4023-9bc4-e3280a4a8328&focus=0.877308,0.74603915,0.9866731,0.9112127&xid=3355
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IN death certificate of sister Grace M. Kniss Smith Lease - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_356135-
01390?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=601391708 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_356135-01390?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=601391708
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_356135-01390?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=601391708
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Obituary of sister Grace M. Kniss Smith Lease – “Munster (IN) Times” Monday 18 Jan 1954 

p 14 
 

 
Obituary of sister Grace M. Kniss Smith Lease’s 2nd husband, Harry Leon Lease – “Munster 

(IN) Times” Tuesday 10 Jul 1973 p 6 
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MT death certificate of sister Gertrude F. Kniss Hagerty - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_302022005556_
0101-00344?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=61281765  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_302022005556_0101-00344?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=61281765
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_302022005556_0101-00344?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=61281765
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Obituary of sister Gladys – “Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Monday 22 Dec 1986 p 11 

 
Children: 
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Obituary of his son Robert James Kniss (1932-2013) - 

https://betzlerlifestory.com/obituaries/robert-kniss.88561  

 
Obituary of son Robert James Kniss’s 1st wife, Nancy Smith Kniss Dinstett – “St. Joseph (MI) Herald-

Palladium” Tuesday 8 Dec 1987 p 12 
 
 

https://betzlerlifestory.com/obituaries/robert-kniss.88561
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Left: Obituary of son Oliver Leon Kniss (1935-2000) – “Paw Paw (MI) Courier-Leader” 28 Apr 
2000 p 14 - https://digmichnews.cmich.edu/?a=d&d=VanBurenCL20000428-01&e=-------

en-10--1--txt-txIN----------  - Right: Oliver Leon Kniss –  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/111354465/person/210085337432/media/6cf7568e-f0af-42ff-ba08-

f464c5ba104f  
 

https://digmichnews.cmich.edu/?a=d&d=VanBurenCL20000428-01&e=-------en-10--1--txt-txIN----------
https://digmichnews.cmich.edu/?a=d&d=VanBurenCL20000428-01&e=-------en-10--1--txt-txIN----------
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/111354465/person/210085337432/media/6cf7568e-f0af-42ff-ba08-f464c5ba104f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/111354465/person/210085337432/media/6cf7568e-f0af-42ff-ba08-f464c5ba104f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/111354465/person/210085337432/media/6cf7568e-f0af-42ff-ba08-f464c5ba104f
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Obituary of the wife of Oliver Alvin Kniss’s son Oliver Leon Kniss, Mary Lee Pease Gower 

Kniss - https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/kalamazoo/obituary.aspx?n=mary-
kniss&pid=153949301 
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Obituary of son Harry Jerald Kniss (1937-2003) - 

https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/kalamazoo/obituary.aspx?n=harry-jerald-
kniss&pid=1446032  

https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/kalamazoo/obituary.aspx?n=harry-jerald-kniss&pid=1446032
https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/kalamazoo/obituary.aspx?n=harry-jerald-kniss&pid=1446032
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Left: Obituary of son Sherman Leroy Kniss – “South Bend (IN) Tribune” Thursday 19 Nov 

1987 p 15 – Right: obituary of son John H. Kniss – “St. Joseph (MI) News-Palladium” 
Monday 3 Jul 1995 p 7 
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obituary of daughter Margie May Kniss (1946-2018) -
https://betzlerlifestory.com/obituaries/margie-may-kniss.123663  
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Obituary of his daughter Robbie Jean Kniss’s husband Marshall Leon Glessner –  

https://www.legacy.com/amp/obituaries/roanoke/134112037 
 
 
Name: Oliver Alvin Kniss 
Name variations:  Oliver T. Kniss (on Tuscania passenger list), which led to confusion  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Eng. - cook 
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Serial number:  251,661 
Entered service from:  Battle Creek, Calhoun MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Oliver T. Kniss 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  sister Mrs. Frank Smith, RR 1, Box 85, Battle Creek MI (errors: she 
lived in Spooner WI at the time and his name is Oliver A. Kniss) 
Returned from war on:  "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Oliver A. Kniss 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  sister Mrs. Grace Smith, Box 85, RR 1, Battle Creek MI 
(cook, 107th Engineer Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Oliver Alvin Kniss - b. 28 Sep 1892 Rochester IN; res: 
Springbrook, Washburn WI. Single. Farm laborer for J.H. Savage at Springbrook WI. 
Medium height & build. Age listed as 25 (indicating an 1891 birthdate, not the 1892 he 
listed] 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 27 Jun 1917 
Discharged 27 May 1919 
Address:  Route 1, Colt AR / Hamlin AR 
Rank/unit:  cook, 107th Engineers Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Sep 1891 (tombstone, Cook Co. IL death) or 28 Sep 1889 (Find A Grave, military 
tombstone & tombstone application)) or 28 Sep 1892 (WWI draft registration) Rochester, 
Fulton IN  
Died: 9 Jan 1961 Hines, Cook IL (Hines Veterans Hospital, after brief illness)   
Find A Grave record:  109054505 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Lawton, Van Buren MI 
Cemetery:  Oak Grove Memorial Gardens 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wisconsin Cook TN Co 107 Engrs 32 Div WWI  
  
 
Father:  John Kniss, Aug 1861 IN -    . Son of Isaac Kniss & Ann Deitrick, both b. PA.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Margaret Ellen Swope Kniss McCall Thompson, 5 Apr 1869 MD – 3 May 1933 Hammond, 
Lake IN. In the 1870 census she lives with her parents Martin & Catharine/Katherine in Cavetown, 
Washington Co. MD.  Daughter of Martin Luther Swope (1841 MD -1925 WI, F: 197205939, buried in 
Washburn Co. WI) & Catherine E. Brunner (1842-1896).  On her father’s Find A Grave record, she is 
listed as Mrs. John Thompson of Miles City MT in his Apr 1925 obituary.  
According to https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/KHWZ-P3Z, Margaret was married 
to Robert J. McCall. 
She was married to John Thompson at the time of her death. She died at her home at 4832 Cedar 
Ave., Hammond, Lake IN with the surname Thompson, of gall bladder cancer. Her IN death record 
lists her as the daughter of Martin Swope (b. MD) & Katherine Bu---s [illegible], also b. MD. The 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/KHWZ-P3Z
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informant was Grace Lease [her daughter Grace Kniss Lease]. Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, 
Hammond, Lake IN but not on Find A Grave as of 18 Jun 2021. (The cemetery is 57% 
photographed.) 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  30 Nov 1885 Anderson, Madison IN. She was listed as Maggie E. Swope 
 
Spouse:  Goldie McMillan Kniss, 19 Jan 1912 Lynn Creek, Camden MO – 27 May 1949 Lawton, Van 
Buren MI. Daughter of James A. McMillan (1871-1966, F: 109137601) & Alice A. Smith (1883-1956, 
F: 109137487) who are buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Lawton MI as is Goldie. On some records 
McMillan is spelled McMillian. Goldie died at LakeView Continuing Care Center, Lawton, Van Buren 
MI. She had retired from the Paw Paw Laundry, where she was a press operator for many years. 
Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Lawton, Van Buren MI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  109097358. 
Marriage: 22 Jun 1925 at Hamlin, Cross AR. 
 
Children: Three of Oliver’s children married the children of Homer Robert Pease (F: 130526259) & 
Leola Persis Dulyea Pease (F: 130526177). 

• William Howard (“Bill”) Kniss, 30 Apr 1927 AR – 18 Dec 1997 Lake Village, Chicot AR (Social 
Security Death Index lists date as 16 Dec 1997). SSN 371-30-2019. In 1942 (WWII draft 
registration), William lived in Wynne, Cross AR & worked at Tiller Tile Co. - Resident of Lake 
Village AR when Oliver died in Jan 1961. His tombstone is shared with Benita J. Knust (b. 22 
Jun 1935) whom he married 28 Oct 1950 in St. Francis Co. AR. On their marriage license, 
her name is spelled Beneita; she was age 16. They were both residents of Colt, St. Francis 
AR. She is not on Find A Grave as of 18 Jun 2021. Buried in Lake Village Cemetery, Lake 
Village Chicot Co. AR. F: 44780967 

• Robert (“Bob”) James Kniss, 5 Dec 1932 AR – 28 Mar 2013 MI. His obituary says he was the 
3rd child; there is a “gap” between older brother William’s birth in 1927 & Robert’s in 1932. 
Left school after 8th grade to work with his father as a woodsman. Husband of Nancy A. 
Smith (1933 AR – 1987 MI, F: 109054417), whom he married Apr 1953. Bob & Nancy moved 
to Kalamazoo MI. They had 3 children by Feb 1960 when twin daughters were born 21 Feb 
1960, with 1 girl dying 22 Feb 1960 & the other on 24 Feb 1960 (“Benton Harbor [MI] News-
Palladium” Wednesday 24 Feb 1960 p 16). -  According to his obituary, they were parents of 
5 children. After 24 years of marriage, Bob & Nancy were divorced; she died with the 
surname Dinstett. – He then married Shirley Gray, whose late husband Charles Gray had 
been friends with Bob & Nancy. Bob & Shirley married 9 Feb 1985 in Paw Paw, Van Buren 
MI. “St. Joseph (MI) Herald-Palladium” Saturday 9 Feb 1985 p 19 – at Paw Paw MI, the Van 
Buren Co. clerk issued a marriage license to Robert J. Kniss (52) & Shirley A. Gray (44), both 
of Lawton MI. - When Oliver died in Jan 1961, Robert resided in Kalamazoo MI. His wife (as 
of 2000) was named Shirley. Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Lawton, Van Buren MI. F: 
185645147 

• Oliver Leon Kniss, 30 Aug 1935 Wynne, Cross AR – 21 Apr 2000 Kalamazoo, Kalamazzo MI 
(at his residence). SSN 377-30-6371. Resident of Kalamazoo MI in Jan 1961 when his father 
Oliver died. Known as “Leon.” Married MaryLee Pease (1930 MI – 2011 MI) on 29 Jun 1968. 
She was the sister of David Pease (who was married to Leon’s sister Grace & Lawrence 
Pease (who was married to Leon’s sister Carole). Mary Lee Pease had children by husband 
Lewis Eugene Gower (1918-1973), but died with the surname Kniss. Worked for Burroughs 
Corp. & labor union member in Kalamazoo MI. Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Lawton, Van 
Buren MI. F: 110185768 
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• Harry Jerald Kniss, 23 May 1937 Wynne, Cross AR – 1 Oct 2003 Paw Paw, Van Buren MI (at 
his home). SSN 566-62-7109. Married Geneva Genney Raines Partain Fuquey (22 Feb 1924 
– 20 Jul 2006, with 2 Find A Grave records: 70772038 & 58632766) in Oct 1969; she was 15 
years older than he was. Geneva was the daughter of Clifford Clarence Raines & Lena Mae 
Swords. Social Security recorded her surname change in Jan 1952 to Partain & in Feb 1963 
to Fuquey & in Feb 1973 to Kniss. - “Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium” Monday 13 Oct 
1969 p 28 – at Paw Paw MI, the Van Buren Co. MI county clerk issued a marriage license to 
Harry Gerald Kniss (30) & Geneva Genney Partain (45), both of Paw Paw. - Wife (as of 2000) 
was Genevieve. Resident of Downey CA in Jan 1961 when father Oliver died & of Paw Paw 
MI in 1995. – Harry & Geneva are buried in Threemile Cemetery, Paw Paw, Van Buren MI. F: 
58632731 

• Sherman Leroy Kniss, 7 Feb [obituary says 27 Feb] 1940 Wynne, Cross AR – 18 Nov 1987 
Dowagiac, Cass MI (in Lee Memorial Hospital). SSN 378-38-0621 In Jan 1961 a resident of 
Hartford MI. Married on 17 Oct 1959 (according to tombstone & MI records) to Addie L. 
Lawrence (1942-2011, F: 109135846). They were married in Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. – 
Crane operator at Watervliet Paper Co. for 10 years, also as a polisher & buffer at several 
company. Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Lawton, Van Buren MI. F: 109135702 

• John Henry Kniss, 25 May 1941 Wynne, Cross AR – 1 Jul 1995 Paw Paw, Van Buren MI (at his 
home). SSN 37142-8649. Married Bonnie Lake Baker on 23 Nov 1975. Resident of Lawton MI 
when his father Oliver died in Jan 1961. Resident of Paw Paw MI at the time of his death. 
Survived by 3 sons. Employee of BOC [Buick-Olds-Cadillac] Division of General Motors, 
retiring in 1993.  Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Lawton, Van Buren MI. F: 108060437 

• Edward Eugene (“Geno”) Kniss. Usually found as Eugene Kniss. “St. Joseph (MI) Herald-
Palladium” Friday 16 Aug 1965 p 24 – Van Buren Co. MI county clerk issued a marriage 
license to Edward E. Kniss, 20, Paw Paw MI & Glenda F. Nelson, age 20, Lawton MI. - 
Resident of Lawton MI in Jan 1961 & Paw Paw MI in 1995.  

• Grace Kniss Pease. At the time of her father Oliver’s death in Jan 1961, Miss Grace Kniss 
was living in her parents’ home in Lawton MI. Wife of David Pease, son of Robert (“Homer”) 
& Leola Pease. Her sister Carole Kniss married David Pease’s brother, Lawrence Pease & 
her brother Oliver Leon Kniss married David’s sister Mary Lee Pease. Resident of Paw Paw 
MI in 1995 & 1999. 

• Carole Kniss Pease. Wife of Lawrence (“Larry”) Pease, whose brother David Pease was 
married to Carole’s sister Grace Kniss & whose sister Mary Lee Pease was married to 
Carole’s brother Oliver Leon Kniss. Listed as Miss Carol Kniss, living at her parents’ home in 
Lawton MI, in her father Oliver’s Jan 1961 obituary. Resident of Lawton MI in 1995 & 1999. 

• Betty Kniss Atkins/Adkins Weingarden (?) Fairlamb. “Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium” 
Wednesday 19 Nov 1958 p 17 – 1 of the cases of polio, which turned out to be non-paralytic, 
was that of Betty Kniss, age 11, daughter of Oliver Kniss of Lawton MI. - When her father 
died in Jan 1961, Miss Betty Kniss lived in her parents’ home in Lawton MI. Wife of Glen 
Atkins/Adkins. Resident of Kalamazoo MI in 1995 & of Portage MI in 1999. Listed as Betty 
(Mrs. Larry) Fairlamb of Portage MI in Sep 2018. Her daughter, Tina Weingarden, was 
married in Portage WI in Aug 1998 to Shawn Andrews. 

• Robbie Jean Kniss Glessner, b. 1947 MI. Wife of Marshall Leon Glessner (d. 5 Oct 2009 Blue 
Ridge VA). Marshall had retired from the MI Department of Corrections on 31 May 1997, 
where he served as chief accountant. Robbie & Marshall had 2 sons: Raymond Oliver 
Glessner & Scott Glessner. Robbie was a resident of Lapeer MI in 1995 & 1999 & appears to 
be living there in Jun 2021. 
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• Margie May Kniss, 6 Jan 1946 Wynne, Cross AR – 6 Sep 2018 MI. Resident of Hartford MI in 
1995 & Bangor MI in 1999. At the time of her father’s death in Jan 1961, Miss Marjorie Kniss 
resided in Carol MI. At the time of her death, she had been living in Our Haus Adult Foster 
Care (assisted living facility) in Bangor MI for over 25 years.  
 

 
Siblings:  

• Grace May Kniss Smith Lease, 5 Mar 1887 Fulton Co. IN – 17 Jan 1954 Hammond, Lake IN. 
Wife of Frank Smith, whom she married 28 Feb 1904 in Washburn Co. WI. In the 1905 WI 
state census, Frank (37, a laborer) & Grace (18) reside in Springbrook, Washburn WI with 
their son Arthur H. Smith (5 months). In 1910, Frank E. Smith (43 OH) is a farmer in 
Springbrook WI with wife Grace M. (23 IN) & their 2 children: Arthur H. (5 WI) & Bertha E. (3 
WI).  Their daughter Bertha Ellen Smith was born 14 Nov 1906 in Springbrook, Washburn WI, 
according to her WI birth record; on it, her father Frank’s birth state is listed as IA. – Listed 
as Mrs. Lease of Hammond IN in her mother’s May 1933 obituary. - Grace died of a 
coronary thrombosis at her home, 2922 Kenwood St., Hammond, Lake IN. She had been a 
Hammond IN resident for 13 years. Listed as the daughter of John Kniss & Margaret Swope, 
with the informant Harry Lease of the same address. Buried in Elmwood Cemetery, 
Hammond, Lake IN. F: 178132126 

• Boy Kniss, b. ca. 1890 - The Spooner WI newspaper reports that the 8-year-old son of John 
Kniss died in Mar 1898. In the 1900 census, Margaret reports she has given birth to 5 
children, 4 of whom are living (Grace, Oliver, Bobbie, Gertrude are listed). 

• Robert (“Bobbie”) Kniss, Jun 1894 IN (1900 census) – 
• Gertrude M. or F. Kniss Hagerty, 19 Dec 1898 (Dec 1896 in 1900 census) Spooner, 

Washburn WI – 27 May 1991 Miles City, Custer Co. MT. SSN 517-94-2059. Wife of Stephen 
A. Hagerty.  – Listed as Mrs. Gertrude Haggerty of Miles City MT in her mother’s May 1933 
obituary. - Died in Friendship Villa, Miles City MT; retired housewife. Widow. Resident of 
1242 S. Strevell, Miles City MT. Daughter of John Kniss & Margaret Swoop. Buried in Custer 
City Cemetery, Miles City, Custer MT. F: 79169239 

• Gladys Emma Kniss Smith Martin, 11 Jun 1900 WI – 20 Dec 1986. - On 6 Sep 1919 in 
Calhoun Co. MI, Gladys E. Smith, age 19, born Spring Brook WI, daughter of John Kniss & 
Margaret Swoop, married Stephen A. Martin, age 24, a machinist, b. Bellevue MI, son of 
Robert Martin & Josephine Mahoney. Both were residents of Battle Creek MI; a Presbyterian 
minister officiated. - Listed as Mrs. Gladys Martin of Battle Creek MI in her mother’s May 
1933 obituary & brother Oliver’s Jan 1969 obituary. – Stephen A. Martin (1894-1956, F: 
8285383) is buried with Gladys in Morgan Cemetery, Battle Creek, Calhoun MI. F: 8285373 

• Bessie Bell Kniss Green, 7 Nov 1902 Veazie, Washburn WI – 18 Jun 1952 Galveston, 
Galveston TX (U of TX, Medical Branch) Her WI birth record lists her parents as John Kniss & 
Margret Swab.  – On Find A Grave her birth surname is listed as McCall, not Kniss. A family 
tree alleges that her mother Margaret Swope Kniss was married to a Robert J. McCall. - 
Listed as Mrs. Bessie Green of Silsbee TX in her mother’s May 1933 obituary. – Wife of Mose 
Green Jr. (1889 LA – 1972 TX, F: 282007520) with whom she had 9 children. They married 16 
Dec 1920 in Deridder, Beauregard Parish LA. Her TX death record says she was separated 
from her husband at the time of her death. She was a resident at PO Box 114, Silsbee TX. 
Her birth is listed as “?? 1903” in WI, her father as “? Thompson” (b. WI) & Margaret Swop 
(b. MD). She died of a brain tumor & hemorrhage & is buried in Resthaven Cemetery, 
Silsbee, Hardin TX with Mose Green. F: 28200796 
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• Wallace Kniss, ca. 1906 WI. Living in Colt AR in May 1933 when his mother died. – Is he the 
Wallace Kniss/Kniess/Riess who is an “inmate” in the State Public School, Sparta, Monroe 
WI in the 1920 census, age 13, b. WI, parents b. US? - Did he, as Wallace M. Kniss, age 21, 
resident of Racine WI, marry Engried A. Osterlund, a resident of Ludington MI, on 24 Nov 
1927 in Ludington, Mason MI, at Emanual Lutheran Church? - Living in MT in Jan 1954. 

• Infant boy Kniss, died Dec 1906 
• James M. Kniss, 10 Apr 1906 Spooner, Washburn WI (WI birth record) -  born to John Kniss & 

Margaret Scoope. 
• Mildred Kniss, ca. 1909 WI (1910 census) 
• Infant boy Kniss – died late Jul/early Aug 1910 

 
Notes:   
 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/111354465/person/210085398981/facts?_phsrc=hFB23124&_phstart=successS
ource 
 
The name confusion: 
The 1918 newspaper reports identified Tuscania survivor Oliver T. Kniss as a cook in the 107th 
Engineers, from the Michigan contingent. This is actually Oliver Alvin Kniss, cook, 107th Engineers. 
His military tombstone identifies him as entering the service from Wisconsin. He had been 
transferred to the 2nd Provisional Regiment, 56th Depot Brigade, when the original Company E from 
Spooner WI had been disbanded. Although the Tuscania passenger list (on which he appears as 
Oliver T. Kniss) lists his sister Mrs. Frank Smith, Rural Route 1, Box 85, Battle Creek MI as his next-
of-kin, the Spooner WI newspaper lists her as residing in Spooner at the time.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
The Spooner (WI) Register publishes an obituary for an 8-year-old boy on page 1 of its March 5, 
1898 issue. This would make his birth very close to that of Oliver’s.  The obituary in the “Spring 
Brook” news column reads: “Dr. Cox of Hayward was called in to attend the eight year old son of 
John Kniss, who was taken sick some time ago and was being taken care of by his father. Dr. Cox 
could not help him as he was too late. The little one had brain troubles of some kind, and passed 
away. It was buried in the Veazie cemetery last Wednesday. The REGISTER sympathizes with the 
bereaved parents, who did all they could to save their little one.” The mention of being cared for 
only by his father is unusual. 
 
The Spooner Advocate publishes a “Card of Thanks” for an infant Kniss boy on page 4 of the 
December 7, 1906 issue. In this notice, only the infant’s mother is mentioned. “Card of Thanks – I 
wish to extend my thanks to the many friends who assisted me during the sickness and at the death 
of my little son. Mrs. Margaret Kniss.” [In the 1910 census, Margaret Kniss is the “head of the 
household” in Spooner, but listed as married.] 
 
The notice of the death of another Kniss infant (gender not indicated) appears on page 1 of the 
Advocate’s August 5, 1910, issue.  It too only mentions the baby’s mother. “The infant of Mrs. John 
Kniss of Spooner was buried Friday. It was ill only a short time. Interment was in Earl cemetery.” 
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Oliver is mentioned in the February 9, 1912, Spooner Advocate, on page 1, in the “Springbrook” 
news column as visiting Spooner on Saturday. He was working for L.D. Slayton this winter.  
 
The March 29, 1912 “Spooner (WI) Advocate”, supplement page, again for Springbrook news, noted 
Oliver was helping L.D. Slayton put up ice. The ice would have been cut out of nearby lakes and 
then stored in sawdust for summer use.   
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate 29 Nov 1912 noted under Springbrook news: “Oliver Kniss is back from 
Battle Creek, Michigan and is now working with the railroad crew putting in new culverts.” 
 
Whatever connection Oliver had with Battle Creek, he will end up being identified as entering the 
Army from Battle Creek, although his tombstone will indicate he entered the service from 
Wisconsin. 
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 20 Dec 20, 1912 – Oliver Kniss, now a resident of Benoit WI, visited his 
sister, Mrs. Frank Smith. 
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 29 Aug 1913 - Oliver Kniss is working on the section for Anton Hanson. 
[The section reference means he is working for the railroad.] 
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate: 3 Oct 1913 - “Springbrook” news column: Oliver Kniss is digging potatoes 
for Frank Smith, his brother-in-law.   
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 24 Oct 1913 - Oliver did not have luck at the card game “flinch” as he won 
the “booby prize” at the Clover Leaf Flinch Club on October 16. The Clover Leaf Flinch Club 
announced in the 7 Nov 1913 “Spooner Advocate” that its next card party would meet with Oliver 
Kniss in two weeks, hosted at the home of his sister, Mrs. F.E. Smith. A reminder appeared in the 
November 21, 1913 “Spooner Advocate,” again noting the Clover Leaf Flinch Club would meet with 
Oliver Kniss at his sister’s home.  
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 5 Dec 1913 – Oliver Kniss left the area last Tuesday for A. Kennedy’s 
logging camp near Superior WI, where he would be employed that winter. 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
Oliver A. Kniss was one of the 841 men in Washburn Co. WI who registered for the draft on 5 Jun 
1917.  
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 27 Jul 1917 p 1 – “The Personnel of Company E” lists Oliver A. Kniss. 
 
Oliver is not mentioned in the original “Spooner (WI) Advocate” reports on Tuscania, but in its 12 
Apr 1918 issue: “We are advised through a letter to Mrs. Frank Smith his sister, that another 
Spooner boy was on the Tuscania and was saved. It was Oliver Kniss, who enlisted here in Co. E.” 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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"Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium" 11 Jan 1961 p 16 - age 69 (?), b. 28 Sep 1889 
Rochester IN (not date on tombstone). Moved to small farm at Lawton MI from AR. Survived 
by wife Goldie, 7 sons, 5 daughters (misidentifies daughter Robbie as son) & sister Mrs. 
Gladys Martin. Funeral 13 Jan 1916 in Lawton MI with burial in Oak Grove Cemetery with 
military rites by WWI Veterans of Paw Paw MI.  
Oliver resided at North Nursery Street, Lawton MI at the time of his death.  
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Veazie township, Washburn Co. WI 
John Kniss, 38 IN, Aug 1861, parents b. PA, married 14 years, blacksmith 
Margaret E., 31 MD, Apr 1869, parents b. MD, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Grace M., 13 IN, Mar 1887, at school 
Oliver, 8 IN, Sep 1891, at school 
Bobbie, 6 IN, Jun 1894, at school [male] 
Gertrude M., 4 WI, Dec 1896 
Name:  Oliver Kniss 
 
1905 Wisconsin state census: Springbrook, Washburn WI 
John Kniss, 43 US, farmer 
Margaret, 30 US 
Oliver, 13 US 
Robert, 11 US 
Gertrude, 8 US 
Gladys, 5 US 
Bessie, 2 US 
 
1910 Spooner, Washburn WI – Front St. (Ward 1) 
Margaret E. Kniss, 41 MD, married, in 1st marriage, washerwoman, gave birth to 9 children, 7 are 
living [head of household] 
Oliver, 18 IN, laborer, odd jobs 
Gertrude, 13 WI 
Gladis, 9 WI 
Bessie, 7 WI 
Wallace, 4 WI 
Mildred, 1 WI 
& her father, Martin Swope, 69 MD, parents b. MD, in his 2nd marriage 
[For the Kniss children: father b. IN, mother b. MD] 
 
1920 Richland, Lee AR – his wife to be 
James McMillan, 50 MO, father b. IA, mother b. MO, laborer, log camp 
Alice, 37 MO, parents b. MO [wife] 
Steadman, 13 MO, parents b. MO [son] 
Goldie, 7 MO, father b. IA, mother b. MO [daughter] 
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Cannot locate record for Oliver. 
 
1930 L’Anguille, St. Francis AR 
Oliver Kniss, 35 IN, parents b. IN, age 31 at 1st marriage, farmer, says “no” in the veteran column 
(but all the answers on this page are “no” which is unlikely) 
Goldie, 18 MO, parents b. MO, age 16 at 1st marriage 
William H., 2 years 11 months AR 
Also residing with them is Goldie’s father, mother & brother: 
James McMillan, 57 MO, parents b. MO, timberman 
Alice McMillan, 46 MO, parents b. MO 
Sherman McMillan, 21 MO, parents b. MO, laborer 
 
 
1940 Ellis township, Cross Co. AR – resided in Ellis township in 1935 – census is undated 
Name:  Oliver Kniss, 49 [birth state left blank], road building for WPA [US Works Progress 
Administration] 
Goldie, 25 MO 
William, 13 AR 
Robert, 7 AR 
Leon, 4 AR 
Harry, 2 AR 
Sherman L., 1 month AR 
& Goldie’s parents: 
James McMillan, 67 MO 
Alice McMillan, 54 MO 
 
The next census entry is for Goldie’s brother: 
Sherman, 43 AR & Susie (34 AR) McMillan, farmer, in the same house in 1935 
 


