DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Tuscania casualty
Kirk, Frank Leslie
1896 MA - 5 February 1918 Tuscania



. SERGEANT FRANK L. KIRK,
Spencer soldier, reported lost on the

Tuscania; but whose mother and
friends bellieve he {8 alive, -




BELIEVE SERGT.
'KIRK IS ALIVE

Was on Tuscania and Re-
med. m“m‘ |

SPENCER, March 9.—The parents and !
friends of Sergeant Frank L. Kirk of
the United sulte.’lnlantry. who wns
officially reported among the missing
troops when the transport Tuscania
was torpedoed off the coast of Ireland,
Feb, §, refuse to belleve that he s dead
and are confident they will soon hear
that he is allve.

Today Mrs. Loulse Kirk, the mother.
who lives just outside the town, was
confident that her son may have been |
#spared, when she hm t 8- ant
George Putnam, son
Austin Putnam of Now& Bmcor.
‘home, stating that Sermm Klrk
safe “‘over there.' |

The day after the alnk!nx. word m;
recelved from Wn!muton announcing |
[that Kirk was among gm nurvlvon.,‘
Three weeks later he 5 reported
missing. Kirk was 22 years old. - Be-
gides his mother and sisters, he ‘has a
wife, uvsn‘ at u mm street, Worces-
ter. She, too, is ent tlut he will
bq found alive.” = prrepete st tta

Frank Leslie Kirk (casualty) — photograph & article from “Boston (MA) Post” 10 Mar 1918 p 23

FRANK L. KIRK, SPENCER
BOY, AMONG RESCUED

SP g M § el ! M1 W)
."‘un'n-." Kirk of 2 Lake I recelived a
telegram from Washington early toda
announcing that theilr son, Frank 1.

Kirk of the 1Isth Aero Squadron. wa
among the survivors of the transport
| Tuscania. Kirk enlisted in the Medicaul
| Reserve Corps In July.

!
He’s alive! (error) — “Boston Globe” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7
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“Boston (MA) Post” Saturday 2Mar1918p 12




SERGT FRANK KIRK
LOST ON TUSCANI

Missing Spencer Man Had
Been Reported Saved

Specinl Dispateh to the Gloke

SPENCER, March 1< Mr and Ma
Chaurles H, Kirk of Lake st received
[ telegram from the Adjutant
| ofMice In Washington this afternoon
| ing that their son, Sergt Frank L.
'was among the missing from the Tw
cania. Two weeks ago Sunday they
received word from the same
that Sergt Kirk had been saved

The wife of the sergeant., Mrs Frusk
L. Kirk of 54 Vale st. Worcester, 1

ceived a message from Washinglos
niro, conveying Information of Lher hip

Eﬁ%ﬂm his wife and

fore sall that he would

as soon as he arrived on the other

Having received the report of his

t‘ from the Washington auth

w had not worried because the
cables falled to arrive.

“Boston Globe” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 8
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SPENCER MAN LISTED
AS TUSCANIA VICTI¥

WASHINGTON, March 1 — Privas
Carroll Scully of Toledo, O, one of Lhe
three American soldiers on the pas
senger list of the torpedoed troopshhy
Tuscania not previously accounted for
in any way, was officially reported t»
night as a survivor.

Frank L. Kirk of Spencer, Mas, was
reported among those ofliciully recorded

as missing. His name had not been
carried in previous lists.

“Boston Globe” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 8
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DateofManilge QM / 7 ‘9
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Certiﬁed’py Carl S. Hopkins Town Clerk

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_206616-
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North Brookfield, MA birth record, with surname spelled Kirke -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2495/images/40143_270278__0020-
00016?pld=8156927

MARRIAGE—BRIDE
Name of Bride %—U O%WM’P’J -

Name of Groom ‘/’/meé \fz ¢ ! A OM/
Residence of Bride -f/‘?/,v,\, /M ’

Date of Marriage . 1T 19 1 ‘f .
Color_cuf,i#eAgein Years | 7 No. of Marringe /e .‘;’-:,&::j
Occupation
Place of Birth f.i,w YNass.
pFathcr's Name [ ikt Z )
Birthplace ‘;E 25) t
Mother's Name 8 é ’ f : i f O)
Birthplace
Name Party Officiating  ( ° g 4 ./ /J %
Town Brattieh oro, Certi:'iecspy Carl S. HopkinS T o Olerk

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_207423-
01398?pld=1216807

. TWO DEAD, 34 HURT
| IN PROVIDENCE CRASH

'Worccstcr-Bound Motor Bus and
‘" One-Man Street Car
: Are in Collision



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2495/images/40143_270278__0020-00016?pId=8156927
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2495/images/40143_270278__0020-00016?pId=8156927
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middle of the highway as the elec-
tric car was approaching in the op-

J. Cavanaugh of the electric car in-
Continuned on the Seventeenth Page

Death of his mother in a bus/streetcar collision — “Boston Globe” Monday 8 Nov 1926 p 1,

continuedonp 17

posite direction. Motorman Patrick |

formed the police that he noticed
the bus when it was turning a cor-
ner, about 400 feet away, and that
he shut off his power.

Vehicles Collide J
tly the bus driver made an

of the street but delayed too Jong with
the result that the eclectric car hit it

glanc _ blow, tearing away
:u..lol':.ﬁonhlldoolm‘om -
ance. "

the hospital tonight,

estigation b '{h“::m =
v ®

Persons In
thrown into street and were picked

by motorists and two am-
ba , and rushed to
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Death of mother Louise Kingsbury Kirk — “Berkshire Eagle” (Pittsfield MA) Monday 8 Nov
1926 p 9



Charles H Kirk Tools
Massachusetts Marriages, 1841-1915

Name: Charles H Kirk = Edit

Sex: Male

Age: 20

Birth Year (Estimated): 1875

Father's Name: Thomas « Edit

Mother's Name: Huldah A Thorn = Edit

Spouse’'s Name: Louise Kingsbury « Edit

Spouse's Sex: Female

Spouse's Age: 21

Spouse's Birth Year (Estimated): 1874

Spouse's Father's Name: Lewis = Edit

Spouse's Mother's Name: Eliza Anderson « Edit

Marriage Date: 23 Oct 1895 « Edit

Marriage Place: Spencer, Spencer, Worcester,
Massachusetts, United States
« Edit
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Marriage of parents Charles H. Kirk & Louise Kingsbury 23 Oct 1895 Spencer, Worcester MA
— Charles was a shoemaker - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DCSQ-

W8G?i=481&cc=1469062&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN4WM-769



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DCSQ-W8G?i=481&cc=1469062&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN4WM-Z69
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DCSQ-W8G?i=481&cc=1469062&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN4WM-Z69
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KIRK FRANK AE3LIB

Pvt Mea Let 100 hero Sqdn K

41 Freclend 5t Worcester Massa 2 811 986
" e 2/5/15 T 453 428
Bem 5/13/96 R :

e 3/285/17 5
U.& BUREAT

Form 7808 Rtev. Sepe., 1905 NDEX CARD .,

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D8TN-

L?cc=2968245&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-OHGN

- 8. .
Claims to be his wife’s Find A Grave 172179694



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D8TN-L?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-9HGN
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D8TN-L?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-9HGN
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In Spencer MA - The Isaac Prouty & Co. Shoe Factory (left) & F.W. Boulton, Druggist, ca.
1910-1920. Frank worked as a drug clerk at F.W. Boulton when he registered for the draftin
1917. Family members worked at Allen & Squire shoe factory in Spencer MA.
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:fb494q86d



https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:fb494q86d
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His father Charles Henry Kirk also registered for the WWI draft —on 12 Sep 1918 -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005216154_01809?treei
d=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pld=17837629



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005216154_01809?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=17837629
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005216154_01809?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=17837629
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The cutting, stitching and lasting room in the Allen Squire Company

Frank’s father, sisters & brother-in-law worked in Allen Squire shoe factory in Spencer MA.
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:fb4949986

Name: Frank Leslie Kirk

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, Medical Unit - private

Serial number: Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the sinking of the
Tuscania showed their value

Entered service from: Spencer, Worcester MA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Frank L. Kirk

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Louise Kirk, 22 Lake St., Spencer MA

Missing in action — body not recovered

World War | draft registration (1917): as Frank Leslie Kirk - b. 13 Mar 1896 North Brookfield MA; res:
22 Lake, Spencer MA. Married, has wife. Pharmacist for F.W. Boulton, Spencer MA. Claimed
exemption from draft: “already enlisted but not sworn in” (above that line is written what appears
to be May Edwards start, with the word “start” being a questionable interpretation). Medium height
& build.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Born 13 Mar 1896

Enlisted 25 Sep 1917

Died 5 Feb 1918

Address: 41 Freeland St., Worcester MA

Rank/unit: private, Medical Detachment, 100" Aero Squadron


https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:fb494q986
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Birth & death:

Born: 13 Mar 1896 North Brookfield, Worcester MA

Died: 5 Feb 1918 aboard Tuscania — body not recovered

Find A Grave record: 55953349, presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower
Burial location: Suresnes, Departement des Hauts-de-Seine, Ile-de-France, France
Cemetery: Suresnes American Cemetery & Memorial

Tombstone: missing in action, name on plaque

Father: Charles Henry Kirk, 10 Aug 1875 Saranac, Clinton NY - ? . Son of Thomas Kirk & Huldah
Ann Thorn (1834 NY - 13 Feb 1919 Worcester Co. MA). In the 1880 census for Saranac, Clinton NY,
Charles is listed as age 3 NY, living with Thomas & Huldah Kirk, both age 45, both b. NY. When he
registered for the WWI draft on 12 Sep 1918, Charles Henry Kirk of 22 Lake, Spencer, Worcester MA
gave a birthdate of 10 Aug 1875 US, employed as a shoe cutter for Allen & Squire in Spencer MA,
NOK his wife Nellie Louise Kirk of the same address, tall in height, medium build. - Worked in shoe
factories as a cutter.

Find A Grave:

Mother: Louise Kingsbury Kirk, May 1875 (1900 census) or 1894 (Find A Grave record) Warren,
Worcester MA (in 1900 census) — 7 Nov 1926 Providence RI. Daughter of Lewis Kingsbury & Eliza
Anderson. Her name is listed as Nettie on her daughter Florence’s MA birth record. Louise was 1 of
2 fatalities when a one-man streetcar collided with a motor bus. Almost everyone on the bus was
injured (with 34 injured mentioned) and 2 women who died. Louise was listed as age 52 of 23 Lake
St., Spencer MA; she died on the way to the hospital. Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, West
Brookfield, Worcester MA.

Find A Grave: 130739956

Parents’ marriage: 23 Oct 1895 North Brookfield, Worcester MA (also found as Spencer, Worcester
MA). Charles H. Kirk, son of Thomas Kirk & Huldah A. Thorn, age 20 and Louise Kingsbury, daughter
of Lewis Kingsbury & Eliza Anderson.

Spouse: Mae Helena Scanlon Kirk, 1 Oct 1892 Lynn, Essex MA [also found as Worcester,
Worcester MA] - 26 Jan 1978 Worcester Co. MA. SSN 017-07-0389. Daughter of John F. Scanlon &
Elizabeth M. Philips/Phillips.

In the 1920 census lived in Worcester, Worcester MA on Dorchester St. with parents John (age 50) &
Elizabeth M. (age 50) Scanlon & her 3 sisters. May was age 25 MA, widow, telephone operator,
telephone company.

In 1930 lived in Worcester, Worcester MA on Maywood St. with her parent & 4 siblings. She was age
33, b. MA, widowed, telephone operator, machine tool shop. She reported being age 21 at the time
of her 1**marriage.

In 1940, May H. Kirk lived on Stoneland Rd. in Worcester, Worcester MA with her parents & siblings.
She was age 38, b. MA, single, telephone operator.

Died with surname Kirk according to MA death record.

Ancestry.com family trees claim that she became a Catholic religious sister, Sister M. Helena Kirk,
died 1978, buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Washington DC, F: 172179694.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage: 17 Apr 1914 Brattleboro, Windham VT. Frank Leslie Kirk, age 21, resident of 18 Upton St.,
Boston MA, 1 marriage, drug clerk, b. North Brookfield MA, son of Charles Kirk (NY) & Louise
Kingsbury (Warren MA). Mae Helena Scanlon, age 19, resident of 125 Western Ave., Lynn MA, 1*
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marriage, no occupation, b. Lynn MA, daughter of John Scanlon (b. Boston MA) & Elizabeth Phillips
(b. Boston MA). Married by justice of the peace Carl S. Hopkins.

Children:

Siblings: Frank was the oldest child of 3 & the only son.

e Barbara Adele Kirk, 21 Jul 1901 North Brookfield, Worcester MA — 11 May 1993 Southbridge,
Worcester MA. SSN 024-09-72883. Birth registered in MA as Adell Barbara Kirk. MA death
records list as Barbara A. Kirk.

e Myrtle Florence / Florence Myrtle Kirk LaFleur, 29 Jun 1903 Worcester, Worcester MA- 10
Dec 1985 Worcester Co. MA. SSN 018-42-8131Her MA birth record lists her as Florence M.
Married in Worcester Co. MAin 1921 to Raymond La Fleur/LaFleur (also Francois Raymond,
Frank Raymond) (b. 24 May 1901 St. Anicet, Canada — Mar 1967). — In the 1940 census
Raymond LaFleur (38 Canada [French]) & Myrtle LaFleur (36 MA) lived in Spencer,
Worcester MA; he was a cutter in a shoe factory. — On his WWII draft registration (1942),
Frank Raymond LaFleur of 4 Brown St., Spencer MA, listed Myrtle LaFleur as his NOK. He
worked at Allen & Squire.

Notes: A Frank L. Kirk of Stoneham MA was also killed in 1918.

Much of the information found on Ancestry.com family trees & in links is incorrect, and links the
wrong families.

Pre-war:

Wartime:

"Boston Globe" 11 Feb 1918 p 7 - Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kirk, 22 Lake St., Spencer MAreceived a
telegram from Washington DC that son Frank L. Kirk was safe. He had enlisted in Medical Reserve
CorpsJuly 1917 & was now in the 158th (actually 100th) Aero Squadron

"Boston Globe" 2 Mar 1918 p 8 - his parents in Spencer MA & wife (at 54 Vale St., Worchester MA)
get telegrams 1 Mar 1918 that Frank has died. He had promised to cable them when he arrived;
they got no cables but they had believed the government notice that he was safe.

“Boston Post" 10 Mar 1918 p 23 — photo - His parents & friends & wife refuse to believe he's dead.
Mrs. Louise Kirk heard that Sgt. George Putnam wrote his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Austin Putnam, that
her son Frank was alive. The day after the sinking they heard he was alive, but 3 weeks later they
were told he was dead. Age 22. Survived by mother, sisters, wife at 54 Vale St., Worcester

Obituary:

Censuses:

1900 West Brookfield, Worcester MA — Elm St.

Chas. H. Kirk —24 NY, Aug 1875, parents b. NY, married 5 years, shoe cutter

Louise, 25 MA, May 1875, parents b. MA, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living
Frank, 4 MA, Mar 1896
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1910 Spencer, Worcester MA — Lake St.

Charles H. Kirk, 35 NY, parents b. NY, in 1** marriage, married 15 years, cutter, shoe shop
Louise, 35 MA, father b. NY, mother b. MA, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living

Frank L., 14 MA

Barbara D., 8 MA

Florence M., 7 MA

1920 Spencer, Worcester MA - 24 Lake St. — parents, siblings
Charles Kirk, 44 NY, parents b. NY, cutter, shoe factory

Louise, 45 MA, father b. NY, mother b. MA

Barbara, 18 MA, bookkeeper, shoe factory

Myrtle, 16 MA, packer, shoe factory

& father-in-law John Anderson, 63 MA, married, cutter, shoe factory
& a boarder



