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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kirby, Edward James 
1891/1892 PA – 1944 PA 

 
 



2 
 

 

 
 

Edward John Kirby – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/85860046/?terms=kirby&match=1 

 
 

  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/85860046/?terms=kirby&match=1
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Edward John Kirby – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/144802424/ 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Death certificate of Edward James Kirby  
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Find A Grave 113104783 – the names are grouped in vertical columns but horizontally left to right 
top row: “husband” James T. Kirby - son of Kathryn Geary Kirby (labeled mother) – his brother-in-
law James John Flaherty (married to James’s sister Helen). Second row, left to right: James’s wife 

Jane W. - Edward James Kirby (of the Tuscania, labeled father) & sister Helen Kirby Flaherty (wife of 
James John Flaherty) 
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Obituaries of Edward James Kirby – left: “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 7 Aug 1964 p 24 – right: 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Thursday 6 Aug 1964 p 52 
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Left: Obituary of wife Kathryn Geary Kirby – “Pittsburgh (PA) Sun-Telegraph” Friday 17 Aug 1956 p 9 
– right: obituary of son-in-law James John Flaherty – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Saturday 31 Dec 1966 p 
12 
 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Friday 29 Jan 1943 p 6 
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Left: Obituary of daughter Helen (“Patricia”/”Pat”) Kirby Flaherty – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” 

Sunday 7 Mar 1999 p 24 – right: obituary of son James T. Kirby – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” 
Monday 31 Oct 1983 p 13 
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Obituary of daughter-in-law Jane Wissman Kirby, wife of son James T. Kirby - 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/postgazette/obituary.aspx?n=jane-kirby-

wissman&pid=159154036 
 

 
 
 

 
Obituary of father James J. Kirby – Find A Grave 54974193 and “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Saturday 29 

Aug 1931 p 21 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 28 Aug 1931 p 1 
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Obituary of father James J. Kirby – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Saturday 29 Aug 1931 p 13 
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His father’s “road rage” – 1918 style – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Wednesday 1 May 1918 p 2 
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Edward’s “court rage” – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 9 Aug 1935 p 2 

 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Tuesday 24 Mar 1936 p 3 
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PA death certificate of his father James J. Kirby -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_647661_0629-

03280?pId=4274527 
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PA death certificate of his mother Ellen Deenihan Kirby - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_3421606190_0672-

03234?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=455157551 
 

 
Obituary of mother Ellen Deenihan Kirby – Find A Grave 15731709 and “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 
Sunday 2 Jan 1943 p 17 
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Will of father James J. Kirby – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Thursday 10 Sep 1931 p 26 

 

 
Obituary of his sister Mary Kirby Crowley – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Saturday 25 Aug 1951 p 

16 - 
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/143008250/?terms=%22mary%20crowley%22%20k
irby&match=1 

 

 
 
 

PA death certificate of his sister Mary Kirby Crowley - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406260_07

08-02550?pId=6051337 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/143008250/?terms=%22mary%20crowley%22%20kirby&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/143008250/?terms=%22mary%20crowley%22%20kirby&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406260_0708-02550?pId=6051337
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406260_0708-02550?pId=6051337
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Obituary of his brother-in-law Frank Crowley, married to his sister Mary – “Pittsburgh (PA) 

Press-Gazette” Tuesday 18 Aug 1953 p 16 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606186_0994-
00945?pId=1098189  

   
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606186_0994-00945?pId=1098189
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606186_0994-00945?pId=1098189
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZDF-
5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY5-SK9V 

 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZDF-5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY5-SK9V
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZDF-5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY5-SK9V
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WWI draft registration on 2 Jun 1917 while a resident of Ponca City, Kay OK - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91VW-

PLP?i=5091&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK6KF-YKB 
 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91VW-PLP?i=5091&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK6KF-YKB
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91VW-PLP?i=5091&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK6KF-YKB
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” 1 Mar 1918 p 6 
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Edward disputes German submarine UB-77 Wilhelm Meyer’s account of the torpedoing of 
the Tuscania – BUT he fails to realize that Meyer’s statement that he shot the torpedoes at 

7:40 p.m. used German naval time, which was 5:40 p.m. British/American time & is in 
agreement with the time of the torpedo strike. Edward was mistaken about the destroyers 
because 8 destroyers had JOINED the convoy as the “Tuscania” neared Ireland & did not 
leave until after the torpedoing, with destroyers “Grasshopper,” “Mosquito” & “Pigeon” 
returning to rescue Tuscania survivors – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 7 Jan 

1933 p 1 
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Daughter Helen (“Patsy”) Kirby – Queen of May – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Monday 12 

May 1941 p 8 
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321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh PA, built 1898 - https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/321-S-

Evaline-St-Pittsburgh-PA-15224/11524316_zpid/  
 

Name: Edward James Kirby 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,995 
Entered service from:  Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Edward J. Kirby 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father James J. Kirby, 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburgh PA 
Returned from war on:  "Manchuria" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edward J. Kirby 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father James J. Kirby, 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburg [sic] PA (cpl, 
158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Edward James Kirby - b. 26 Nov 1892, Pittsburgh PA 
(age 24); res: 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburgh PA. Single. Employed as an automobile salesman 
at W.H. McFaldren (spelling?:), Ponca City OK. Short & slender. Registered 2 Jun 1917 by 
county clerk, Kay Co. OK but listed at Pittsburgh PA. Found at: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K6KF-YKB  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 1115 Stanhope, Pittsburgh PA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Edward James Kirby - b. 28 Nov 1891 [the last digit is 
unclear], Pittsburgh PA (age 50); res: 321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. NOK Mrs. 
Kathryn Kirby, same address. Employed by City of Pittsburgh Bureau of Police, City County 
Bldg., Pittsburgh PA. “scar on right arm” Height: 5’8” – weight 200 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Nov 1917 
Discharged 8 Apr 1919 
Address:  321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh PA 
Rank/unit:  private, HQ Co., 158th Aero Squadron, 17th Battalion, 153rd Depot Brigade 
 
PA, WWI service card: 

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/321-S-Evaline-St-Pittsburgh-PA-15224/11524316_zpid/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/321-S-Evaline-St-Pittsburgh-PA-15224/11524316_zpid/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K6KF-YKB
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Edward J. Kirby, sesrial 249995, resident of 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. Enlisted in 
Army at Columbus Barracks OH on 15 Nov 1917 at age 24 years, 10 months. Born Pittsburgh PA. In 
158th Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to corporal 3 May 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 24 
Mar 1919. Discharged 8 Apr 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  26 Nov 1892 (WWI draft registration & Veterans Administration Military Index) or 28 
Nov 1891 (WWII draft registration & 1900 census) or 1899 (tombstone) Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny PA [obituary in the "Pittsburgh Press" 6 Aug 1964 p. 52 says he died at age 64 
years old)   
Died: 4 Aug 1944 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA   
Find A Grave record:  113104679, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA 
Cemetery:  Calvary 
Tombstone:  joint tombstone with his wife Kathryn Geary Kirby, son James T. Kirby & his wife 
Jane, and daughter Helen (“Pat”) & her husband, James John Flaherty 
  
Father:  James J. Kirby, 3 Jul 1866 Johnstown, Cambria PA – 28 Aug 1931 Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny PA. Buried St. Mary Catholic Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. 
Find A Grave:  54974193 
 
Mother:  Ellen (Helen/Ella) Deenihan Kirby, 21 Feb 1866 Ireland – 31 Dec 1942 Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny PA.  Daughter of Martin Deenihan & Mary Fitzgerald, both born in Ireland. Died of 
cardiac failure at her home, 321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh PA. Buried in Saint Mary Catholic 
Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. 
Find A Grave:  157319709 
Parents’ marriage:  20 Dec 1890 Pittsburgh, Allegheny Co. PA – James J. Kirby, b. Johnstown PA, 
peddler, resident Pittsburgh PA & Ella Dinighan, b. Ireland, resident of Mansfield PA.  [This is 2 years 
after the birth of their daughter Mary.] 
 
Spouse:  Kathryn Geary Kirby, 9 Jun 1899 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 15 Aug 1956 Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny PA. Daughter of Thomas M. Geary & Ellen Driscoll. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  113104351 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Helen Ann (“Patricia”/”Pat”/”Patsy”) Kirby Flaherty, 11 Aug 1923 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 
6 Mar 1999 PA. Wife of James John Flaherty (1920-1966, F: 113104783). Buried in Calvary 
Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 113104827 

• James Thomas Kirby, 13 Oct 1928 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 29 Oct 1982 Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny PA. SSN 175-22-2792. Husband of Jane Wissman (1927-2012, F: 113104275), the 
daughter of Howard Frederick Wissman (F:33407703) & Helen Voight Abraham (F: 
33407694). Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 113104236 

 
Siblings:  
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• Mary Kirby Crowley, 17 Sep 1888 PA – 23 Aug 1951 Lawrenceville, Tioga PA. Wife of Frank M. 
Crowley (1877-1953, F: 216240183) whom she married 14 Feb 1906 in Jefferson Co. OH. 
Her husband Frank Crowley was a retired precinct detective & her brother Edward Kirby a 
retired police lieutenant at the time of her death. She died at her home at 237 – 28th, in 
Lawrenceville PA. Buried in Saint Mary Catholic Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 
156902726 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
1915 Pittsburgh PA city directory: 
Kirby 
Edward J., clerk, 206 Sycamore 
Jas. J., alderman, 505 Wylie Ave., Bell Grant 1914 P & A Main 1566, resident of 819 Wylie Ave. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Pittsburgh Post-Gazette" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - photo, son of Alderman J.J. Kirby of Pittsburgh 
PA 
 
"Latrobe [PA] Bulletin" 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - he cabled his father Alderman Kirby of Pittsburg 
from Duncranna [Buncrana] Ireland that he was safe. Enlisted 15 Nov 1917, discharged 8 
April 1919.  
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – reported safe: Edward J. Kirby, Pittsburgh 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Monday 29 May 1922 p 1, continued on p 5 – a speeding automobile 
driver, when told to halt & move to the curb by motorcycle police officer Edward J. Kirby, swerved 
his car & knocked the officer off his motorcycle.  Kirby had been following the speeder on Bigelow 
Boulevard. When Kirby caught up with him, he had given him instructions to stop. A passing taxicab 
took Kirby to West Penn Hospital; he has a broken leg. Edward is the son of former police 
magistrate & alderman, James J. Kirby. Within the hour before the accident, Edward had completed 
arrangements for a 2-week vacation in Canada, to begin 1 Jun 1922. The driver has not been 
identified; he left the scene.  
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” Thursday 22 May 1924 p 1 – Edward J. Kirby is 1 of the new acting 
lieutenants. 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Friday 1 Aug 1924 p 2 
Transfer: Lt. Edward J. Kirby from Traffic Bureau to Penn Ave. 
 
Edward a police lieutenant (1940) & policeman (1942) for Pittsburgh 
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Obituary: 
 
"Pittsburgh (PA) Press" 6 Aug 1964 p 52, retired police lieutenant, d. 4 Aug 1964 at age 64 at 
his home, 348 W. Penn Place, Pittsburgh PA. Served 24 years on the force. Survived by 
daughter Patricia Flaherty & son James T., both of Pittsburgh. Member American Legion.  
 
"Pittsburgh Press-Gazette" 7 Aug 1964 p 21 - d. 4 Aug suddenly. His wife was the late 
Kathryn (Geary). Resident of 348 W. Penn Place, Pittsburgh. Survived by son & daughter. 
Funeral 8 Aug 1964.  
  
Social Security number: 179-36-5797 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 1115 Penn Ave. 
James J. Kirby, 31 PA, Jul 1868, parents b. Ireland, married 13 years, alderman 
Ellen, 31 Ireland, Jun 1868, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1883, in US for 17 years, gave birth to 2 
children, 2 are living 
Mary, 12 PA, Sep 1887, at school 
Edward, 8 PA, Nov 1891, at school 
& 4 boarders 
 
1910 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – Penn Ave. 
James J. Kirby, 42 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, alderman 
Ellen, 43 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage 
Edward J., 17 PA 
 
1930 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA - 321 S. Evaline, Pittsburgh – there are 2 entries for 321 S. 
Evaline St. - This is an odd entry in format, because it attaches Edward’s wife Kathryn 
Geary (“Catherine Kirby”) to his parents: 
James J. Kirby, 62 PA, parents b. Irish Free State, age 22 at 1st house [head of household] 
Helen Kirby, 60 PA, parents b. Irish Free State, age 20 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Margaret Crowley, 15 PA, parents b. PA [granddaughter] 
Catherine Kirby, 34 PA, parents b. PA, age 26 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Edward Kirby, 36 PA, parents b. PA, age 28 at 1st marriage, lieutenant, police department, 
WWI veteran [head of household] 
Helen, 6 PA, parents b. PA [daughter] 
James, 1 PA, parents b. PA [son] 
 
1940 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 321 Evaline St. – same house in 1935 – indexed incorrectly 
as KUBY 
Helen Kirby, 74 Eire [Ireland], widow [head of household] 
Edward J. Kirby, 48 PA, lieutenant, police force [son] 
Katherine, 40 PA [daughter-in-law] 
Patricia Kirby, 16 PA [granddaughter] 
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James F. Kirby, 11 PA [grandson] 
Margaret Crowley, 25 PA [granddaughter] 
 


