DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Kirby, Edward James
1891/1892 PA - 1944 PA
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Edward John Kirby — “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/85860046/?terms=kirby&match=1

Announcement yesterday of the res-

. - .
cue of several local men from th

transport Tuscania, brought relief t
Pittsburg relatives and friends of t
sojdlers on bLoard the {ll-fated ship
when she was torpedoed off the Irisl

ast, Tuesday,

“Arrived =afe.” Thia terse cable-
| ETam wa recelved from EBEdward J.
| Kirby by his father, Alderman James

J. Kirl The cablegzram was sent
3 Duncranna, Ireland Rirby is »
ember of 1! une Hundred ar

Fifty-cighth Aero squadror Aftar his

enlistment e wa in camp at San

LDWARD J, nIRRBY. | Antonlo, T


https://www.newspapers.com/image/85860046/?terms=kirby&match=1

Edward John Kirby — “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/144802424/
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Death certificate of Edward James Kirby
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Find A Grave 113104783 —the names are grouped in vertical columns but horizontally left to right
top row: “husband” James T. Kirby - son of Kathryn Geary Kirby (labeled mother) — his brother-in-
law James John Flaherty (married to James’s sister Helen). Second row, left to right: James’s wife
Jane W. - Edward James Kirby (of the Tuscania, labeled father) & sister Helen Kirby Flaherty (wife of
James John Flaherty)



‘ Edward J. Kirby

Mass will be sung for Ed-
ward J. Kirby, a retired po-
lice lieutenant, at St. Law-
rence O'Toole Church, East
End, Saturday at 9:30 a. m.

Mr. Kirby, 64, died Tues-
day at his home, 348 West
Penn PL

He had served for 24 vears
on the police force.

His survivors include a
daughter, Patricia Flaherty,
and a son, James T., both of
Pittsburgh, and three grand-

children.
| Mr. Kirby was a member
KIRBY of the American Legion, Po-

Suddenly Tuesday afternoon, Ed- : »
ward J Kirby., husband of the “'C? Post No. T10, and the

!;"; “‘l"'h'gn “l;;‘w '}"f{?‘h 0: Fraternal Order of Police.
i est Penn Place; father o ‘
Patticia PFlaherty and James ‘I | Friends are being received|
K"‘b\'. ""('le "' M.f..r" CI'OI'- at Mﬂu Bm‘hem Funpral

ley. also three grandchiidren
Filends received al  MeCABE | | Home, 5300 Penn Ave., East|

BROS.  INC. FUNERAL HOME End.
' 5300 Penn Ave. Funeral Satur- |
ary

day, August B. 1964 at 830 a m ' Bllﬂll will be ln Cal\'

Solemn Puneral mass in 8! Law-
rence’s Church at 9.30 a. m, |Cemelery

Obltuarles of Edward James Kirby - left: “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 7 Aug 1964 p 24 -right:
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Thursday 6 Aug 1964 p 52
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Mrs. Kathryn Kirby

Solemn requiem high mMASS
tfor Mrs. Kathryn Kirby, wife]
of former Pittsburgh Police
Lt. Edward J. Kirby, will be
sung tomorrow in St. Lawrence
Church, East Liberty.

Mrs. Kirby of 348 West Penn
PL. East Liberty, died Wednes-
dav in St Francis Hospital. |

Besides her husband, she is
survived by a son, James T.;
a daughter, Mrs. Patricia F!a~|
herty: a brother, Thomas M.|
:(‘.oaf_\'. and two grandchildren ;
| Friends are being received
in the MecCabe Bros. Funeral
lHnmc-. 5300 Penn Ave.

Left: Obituary of wife Kathryn Geary Kirby — “Pittsburgh (PA) Sun-Telegraph” Friday 17 Aug 1956 p 9
—right: obituary of son-in-law James John Flaherty — “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Saturday 31 Dec 1966 p
12

¢ Ellen Kirby, South Evaline
street, willed her $8,000 estate to
her son, Edward J. Kirby. It in-
cludes a house at 321 South Eva-
line street. Mrs. Kirby died De-
cember 31.

“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Friday 29 Jan 1943 p 6
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FLAHERTY
HELEN "PAT" (KIRBY)

On Saturday, March 6, 1999; be-
loved wife of the late James J. Fla-
herty; mother of Kathleen Zubritz-
ky and James J. Flaherty, Jr.;
grandmother of Stephen Zubritzky;
sister of the late James Kirby. Fu-
neral from McCABE BROS., INC,,
FUNERAL HOME, 5300 Penn Ave.,
Bloomfield on Monday at 8:30 a.m.
Mass of Christian Burial in St.
Lawrence Q'Toole Church at 9:30
a.m. Visitation with family Sunday

KIRBY

Sat. Oct. 29, 1983, James
Kirby: beloved husband

of Jane Wissman Kirby: fa.
ther of Susan Wallace,
andfather of Jessica Wal-
ace brother of Patrica Fla-
herfy. Friends are being
recelved In McCABE BROS,
INC., FUNERAL HOME, 5308
Penn Ave, EE on Sun. 7.9
pm, & Mon 24 & 79 pm |
where blessing services will |
be held on Tues. Nov, )
1983 af 10 am. Mass of |
Christlan Burlal will be cele.
brated In St Lawrence
O'Toole Church on Wed,

Z-4and 7-9 p.m. Nov. 2, 1943 at 10 &m,

Left: Obituary of daughter Helen (“Patricia”/”Pat”) Kirby Flaherty — “Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette”
Sunday 7 Mar 1999 p 24 -right: obituary of son James T. Kirby — “Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette”
Monday 31 Oct 1983 p 13

KIRBY JANE (WISSMAN)

85, died July 25 in Lancaster, following a prolonged illness.
Born in Garfield, she spent most of her life in Penn Hills and
moved to Lancaster in 2010. Mrs. Kirby graduated in 1945
from Peabody High School and worked for many vears as a
bookkeeper for the former Main & Co. of Pittsburgh. An avid
follower of the Steelers and Pirates, she also enjoyed reading
the newspaper and People magazine, conversing and
"nebbing.” Mrs. Kirby was known for her sharp sense of
humor, hearty laugh and ability to love unconditionally
without judging others. She was married to James Kirby, who
died in 1983. Mrs. Kirby was preceded in death by her parents,
Howard and Helen Wissman; four brothers, Howard, Robert,
William and Dale Wissman; and a sister, Ethel Horne.
Surviving are her daughter, Susan, wife of Brian Wallace of
Lancaster; five grandchildren, Jess, Jimmie, Anne, Colleen and
Owen Wallace; and a twin sister, Jean, wife of Otto Kellman of
Pittshurgh. Interment will be at a later date. AUER
CREMATION SERVICES OF PA, INC.

Send condolences at post-gazette.com/gb

Published in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on Aug. 13, 2012.
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Obituary of daughter-in-law Jane Wissman Kirby, wife of son James T. Kirby -
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/postgazette/obituary.aspx?n=jane-kirby-
wissman&pid=159154036
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The Pittsburgh Press - Aug 29, 1931

AIREEY—0n Friday Aug =N, 1331,  at 7 15
a_ m. James J RKirhy, beloved husband
of Ellen Kirby tnec  Dembam?! and
father of M=, AMary Crowley and Ed-
ward J Rirhy, Funeral from the {fam-
1" home 321 South Evaline St., on
Monday mormnz. Aug. 41, at 8§ 30
a . Solemn reau.erm high mass at St
Il awrmaievse Chiteeh at 9 a. m Friends

||-|.l_

Obituary of father James J. Kirby — Find A Grave 54974193 and “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Saturday 29
Aug 1931 p 21
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VETERAN POLITICAL
~ LEADER HERE DIES

J. ). Kirby Police Magistrate
16 Years and Alderman

John J. Kirby, 65, veteran police
' magistrate and alderman, a leading
figure in the city's political life two
- decades ago, died today at his home
' at 321 South Evaline Street. He
was ill three weeks.
Mr. Kirby served as magistrate 16
years. He was appointed by Mayor
| Hayes. Mayors Guthrie and Magee
 re-appointed him.
I For 26 years Mr. Kirby was an
alderman, serving first in the old
- Ninth Ward and later in the Second

Ward. He was one of the first ward
'chairmen in the city, holding that
designation in the old Ninth.

His widow, Helen: a son, Lieuten-
ant Edward J. Kirby of the motor-
'| cycle division, and a daughter, Mrs.
Frank M. Crowley, wife of Homicide
Detective Crowley, survive.

“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 28 Aug 1931 p 1
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JAMES J. KIRBY
BURIAL MONDAY

|Former Magistrate
And Alderman
Dies in Home.
Funeral services for Jumes J.
Kirbby, 65, veteran police magistrate
and alderman, will be held Monday

morning In St, Lawrence's Church,

Atlantic and Penn avenues. Burial
will be In St. Mary's cemetery., Mr,

served as magistrate for 16 years,
He was appointed by Mayor Hayes

the old Ninth ward.

Crowley, wife of Homiclde Detective
Crowley.

Obituary of father James J. Kirby — “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Saturday 29 Aug 1931 p 13
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Alderman Kirby Arrested
- On Chaviieur’s Complaint

| Alderman J. J. Kirby was arrested |
yesterday charged with aggravated
assault and bLattery by James R,
Moore o1 8830 Marchand street, .'1!
chauffeur. The alderman was r-‘-:
leased on his own recoguizance for a
hearing before Alderman Samuel Mc-
Kinley next Monday night,

Alderman Kirby and Moore are s;sid'
to have engaged In a fist fight fo!h-w-!
ing a collision between their uutu-'
mobiles after the baseball game last
"hursday. Moore declares he was as-
snulted by Kirby, who, he sald, struck
the first blow

His father’s “road rage” — 1918 style — “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Wednesday 1 May 1918 p 2




LIEUTENANT, JUDGE
HAVE VERBAL FIGHT

| Turets Orders Kirby fro mCourt at
' Morals Hearing

Magistrate David Turets and Po- |
lice Lieutenant Edward J. Kirby, of
Oakland Station, had a bitter verbal
fight in Morals Court today after
the magistrate dismissed two youths
and held one for court in a morality
case involving a 15-year-old girl,

The magistrate ordered the lieu-
tenant from the court room when
he took execption to the release of
the two boys and threatened to re-
'arrest them. He also called Super-
'intendent of Police Jacob Dorsey and

demanded Lieutenant Kirby be
placed “on the carpet.” Later, how-
ever, the magistrate and the lieu-
tenant got together, patched up
their difference and shook hands.

The youth held for court is George
Kotcha, 21, of 713 Naylor Et. The
two released are Michael Elash, 20,
of 603 Forward Ave., and Steve Cal-
50, 22, of 702 Naylor St

Edward’s “court rage” — “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 9 Aug‘1 935p 2

LIEUTENANT COLLAPSES

Edward J. Kirby, veteran police
lieutenant, in charge of police in |
the downtown area, collapsed at
his post at Fifth Avenue and
Smithfield late yesterday. Lt.
Kirby had been at his post day
and night during the flood. He
was taken to the Mercy Hospital.

“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Tuésday 24 Mar1936p 3
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The Pittsburgh Press - Jan 2, 1943

RIEBY—0n Thurzdar
mihan Kirbs, widow

evening, Ellen Tiee-
nt James J. Rirbw,

mother of Mrs. Mary Crowlev and Lieut,

Faward J.
iamily home, 321 S

. January 4, 1043,
Solemn requiem high mass at St. Law-

Kirbr,

rene g Churh 10 2 m.

Funeral from the

. Evaline Srtl.. Mon-

at §.30 a m.

Frisnde invited.

Obituary of mother Ellen Deenihan Kirby — Find A Grave 15731709 and “Pittsburgh (PA) Press”
Sunday 2Jan 1943 p 17
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$65,000 Will Filed

James J. Kirby, 321 South Eva-
line Street, disposed of his estate
worth $65000 in his will filed for
probate yesterday in the Register
of Wills office. His widow, Ellen
Kirby, is to receive the interest on
the principal during her lifetime.
At her death the estate is to be
distributed between his two chil-
dren, Edward J. Kirby and Mary
Crowley. ‘

Will of father James J. Kirby — “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Thursday 10 Sep 1931 p 26

Mary Kirby Crowley
Solemn requiem high mass will
be sung for Mary Kirby Crowley
on Monday at 9 a. m. in St. Jokp
the Baptist Church, at 36th and
Liberty Ave.

Mrs. Crowley, mother of City
Detective Edward Crowley, died
at her home, 237 38th St.,, Law-
renceville, on Thursday evening.
She would have been 64 years qld
on September 17.

| Besides her son, she is survived
by her husband, Frank Crowley,
a retired precinct detective, and
a brother, Edward Kirby, a re
tired police lieutenant.
Friends are being received at
the McCabe Funeral Home.

Obituary of his sister Mary Kirby Crowley — “Pit;sbur& (PA)-Press” Saturday 25 Aug 1951 p
16 -
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/143008250/?terms=%22mary%20crowley%22%20k
irboy&match=1
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FRANK CROWLEY

Frank Crowley, 76, a retired
city detective, died yesterday at
the home of a daughter, Mrs.
Charles Neppach, of 305 North
Winebiddle Avenue. A member
of the police force for 26 years,
he retired in 1936 after serving
for 12 years in the homicide
division. He worked in uniform
Downtown and on the North-
side. While a member of the
homicide division he and his
partner, the late Frank Mor-
gan, were assigned to many
gangland murder cases. Mr.

- iy emems -

Crowley was a member of the
Veterans Police Association.
Besides Mrs. Neppach he leaves
a son. City Detective Edward
Crowlev, and two other daugh-
ters. Miss Margaret Crowley
and Mrs. Lorraine Hooley; nine
grandchildren and si¥ great-
grandchildren. Friends will be
received at the McCabe Funeral
Home, 5300 Penn Avenue, where
services will be held at 10 a. m.
Friday. Burial will be in Union
Dale Cemetery.

Obituary of his brother-in-law Frank Crowley, married to his sister Mary — “Pittsburgh (PA)
Press-Gazette” Tuesday 18 Aug 1953 p 16
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g Kirby  Edward J 249,995 White e
> (Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial number) (ltace: \\’hig 8:‘ colored)
S it 819 Wylie Ave Dittsburgh  ALLEGHENY SENNSYLVAITA
& (Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)
< Enlisted in RA at Yolumbus Bks s _Chio Nov 15/17 s
t Born in Pit t sburgh, Pa i 24 10/12 yrs =
| Organizations: 158 #er -q todisch _ =
9
,) .
p Grades: Corp May 3/18 - ol
™
] FEngagementa: e =
<}
<
=
9 Wounds or other injuries received in action: None. % 4(/Q =
g1 Served overseas: Jan 24/ 18 to Ikch 24,[19 e %’ -
8§ Hon. disch. A 8,19 on demobilization < ) £
Was reported Opr / per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of tion.
Remarks:

APPLI
|

Form NoO.724-1%,A. G.O. *Insert‘“R.A.””,“N.G.”,“E.R.C.”,"“N A.”, ascase mu{ be, followed by place and
March 12, 1920. date of enlistment. 1 Give place of birth and date of birth, or age at enlistment.
e t Give dates of denarture from and arrival in the United States. §Give date.

Pennsylvania, U.S., World War I Veterans Service and Compensation Files, 1917-1919, 1934-1948 for Edward J Kirby
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606186_0994-

009457?pld=1098189
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WWI draft registration on 2 Jun 1917 while a resident of Ponca City, Kay OK -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91VW-
PLP?i=5091&cc=1968530&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK6KF-YKB

| l

ALDERMAN KIRBY'S SON
AND BEAVER SOLDIER
SEND GLAD WORD HOME

Edward Rirby, son of Alderman
J. J. Kirby, e safe at Buncara, Ire-
land. Yesterday the alderman re-
eived the glad news vig a cable-
gram from ahbrond which sald sim-
ply that the young man was safe
Young Kirby's name was signed to
the message

Frank B. Thomson of Beaver re-
cived a cablegram from Loren
Thompson, his son, saying “"have
erossed safely.” The young man
had zent the message as goon as he
had found an opportunity. Both
young Kirby and Thompson were
on the Tuscania

Richard J. Given, S0R Grant
strect, s among the survivors
Hisa name came through via the
War Department last night. He s
n member of the aero squad and
enlisted last summer. He finished
his training at Minneola, 1. 1. &le
formerly lived in Homestead and

Duqguesne
i

“Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91VW-PLP?i=5091&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK6KF-YKB
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-91VW-PLP?i=5091&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK6KF-YKB
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TUSCANIA SURVIVOR
TELLS OF EXPERIENCE

Edward Kirby of Pittsburgh
ter to Friend. ‘ 1

- s

Faward Kitby, & member of (v unﬂ't

HHuadred
e Squa
and who I8 a son «f Alderman Jamas )
Kirby of this city has written a leiter
of his arvival in Engiand after passing
through the experience of being on the
uansport Tuscania. when ot was sub-
mavined, resulting in the loss of maay
of Uncle Sam's fighting men,

The letter, whieh was tegeived yes-

Fifty-cighth Aetlal Scive

: lerday by Police Magintrite Clerk Evan

Thomas of Central station, wWas written

n of the United! States army |

0

from n camp somesmhere in Buglana
where the rescued men of the Tuscanin

are recovering fioin their expeliencs
with the Boche submarine. The Jetter
says ‘in part.

“Well, old bhoy, we lanlly got ovel, |

and we cortainly had ono exciting and
thiilling time getting here. Weo are all
right now, and all of the boys who
wele saved from golng (0o the bottom
when that old torpedo banged us have
gotten over the shock and exposure
that followed in getting to Iand. All of
them are now ready and anxious to
take a good big fall out of e Huns
when we o Frange, and you cun
bet your lasi cent that aot one of the
men who was aboard the Tuscania wili
stop fighting untll revenge e sccured
for our brave fellows who lost their
that night.

R I L i el bl ek ines
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Sub Skipper’s Version of |
Ship Disaster Disputed":

.
Editor's Note—A survivor of eighth Aerial Pursuit which lost 24!
\

the British transport Tuscania, members when the Tuscania foun-|
torpedoed with a loss of 204 dered.

American troops by Capt. Wil He grinned a= he read Meyer's tale |,
helm Meyer, commander of the of fearing detection and pursuit by |,
German [ .77, Friday took issue destroyers which were convoying 13|,
with several incidents in Captain vessels into port. Asserting that there |
Mever's asccount of the disaster, were no destroyers with the convoy for |
The survivor is Police Lieut. Ed. about 10 hours before the first tor- |
ward Kirby of Pittsburgh, | pedio hurtled into the Tuoscania, Kirby |

igm. this version of the disaster: i

By Intermationcl News Sevvice, “Captain Mever says it was dark |

[ PITTSBURGH. Jan., 6. — Police ! and that he fired two torpedoes at |
Lieut. Edward Kirby, conceding 2 |7:40 p. m.

general maritime knowledge to Capt.| “It was 5:45 p. m. when we were
Wilhelm Mever, retired commander of | hit., We were just filing in for mess,
the German 1°-77 which sank the! It was still daylight and the Irish
British transport Tuscania during the  shore was in plain view,

e ———

war. Friday questioned if the subma-| *“Thers were no destroyers to give
rine skipper could tell the time of | chase. They had shoved off to their

| Kirby was aboard the transport, the “The Tuscania was the twelfth

[ sinking of which wasx described for boat in the 13-ship convoy. That sure |
International News Serviee by Cap- | made it easy for the sub to hit uomr'
tain Meyer. The poliee officer was | thing, since each boat was  shout
a member of the One Hundred Fifty-| 1,000 feet spart.” {4

|

[ dar. ‘ha-» 10 hours before the sub attacked, ||
|

|

Edward disputes German submarine UB-77 Wilhelm Meyer’s account of the torpedoing of
the Tuscania — BUT he fails to realize that Meyer’s statement that he shot the torpedoes at
7:40 p.m. used German naval time, which was 5:40 p.m. British/American time &is in
agreement with the time of the torpedo strike. Edward was mistaken about the destroyers
because 8 destroyers had JOINED the convoy as the “Tuscania” neared Ireland & did not
leave until after the torpedoing, with destroyers “Grasshopper,” “Mosquito” & “Pigeon”
returning to rescue Tuscania survivors — “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 7 Jan
1933 p 1
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POLICE CHIEF
DOUBTS PART
OF SHIP STORY

Gk Abei (GRE
When German Sub
Sank It

NO DESTROYERS NEAR

Pittsburgh, Jan. 6.—Police Lieut.
Edward Kirby, conceding a genéralf
maritime knowledge to Capt. Wil.,
helm Meyer, retired commander of
the German U-77 which sank the
British transpott Tuscania during
the war, today questioned If the
submarine skipper could tell the
time of day. -

Kirby was aboard the transport,
the sinking of which was described
for International News Service by
Captain Meyer in two Instalments
which concluded yesterday. The
police officer was a member of the
one hundred fifty-eighth aerial
pursuit which lost 24 members
when the Tuscania foundered.
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the German U-77 which sank the

the war, today questioned If the
submarine skipper could tell the
time of day. -

Kirby was aboard the transport,
the sinking of which was described
for International News Service by
Captain Meyer In two Instalments
which concluded yesterday. The
police officer was a member of the
one hundred fifty-eighth aerial|,
pursuit which Jlost 24 members|
when the Tuscania foundered.

He grinned as he read Meyer's|:
tale of fearing detectlon by destroy-
ers which were convoying 13 ves-
sels into port. Asserting that there
were no destroyers with the convoy
for about 10 hours before the first?
torpedo hurtled into the Tuscania,
Kirby gave this version of the dis-
aster:

“Captain Meyers says it was
dark and that he fired two torpe-
does at 7:40 p. m.

“It was 5:45 p. m. when we were
hit. We were just filing In for

mu daylight and the
in plain view..
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“It was 5:45 p. m. when we were
hit. We were just filing In for
mess, It was still daylight and the
Irish shore was in plain view..

“There were no destroyers to
give chase. They had shoved off
to their base 10 hours before the
sub attacked us.

“The Tuscania was the twelfth
boat in the 13-ship convoy. That
sure made it easy for the sub to
hit something since each boat was
about 1,000 feet apart,

!""fhe boat took three hours to
sink.”

Kirby sald his outfit, one of the
last to leave, was able to step from
the deck of the Tuscania onto the
British destroyer Pidgeon which
had rushed to the scene. He added:

“The funny thing was, the Tus-
cania was the only camouflaged

boat in the convoy.”
-

A A =+ m M~ A

e e
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| May—the Month of Queens

— Post-Gazette Photo

And no fairer queen there was than Miss Patsy Kirby, who
received her crown last evening from the Beverend Joseph Leone
issa, O. M., Cap., as the climax of May festivities at Ursuline Acad-
emy. The queen, danghter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. RKirby, of
south Evaline street, had two fellow seniors as her maid of honor,
Miss Jeanne Clark and Miss Mary Somers. Father lLeonissa has
presided over the Ursuline coronation for more than 23 years,

Daughter—Helen (“Pz;sy”) Ei?by — Queen of May - “Pittsburgh ('PA) Post-éazette” Monday 12
May 1941 p 8
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321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh PA, built 1898 - https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/321-S-

Evaline-St-Pittsburgh-PA-15224/11524316_zpid/

Name: Edward James Kirby

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 158" Aero Squadron - private

Serial number: 249,995

Entered service from: Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Edward J. Kirby

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father James J. Kirby, 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburgh PA

Returned from war on: "Manchuria" Mar 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Edward J. Kirby

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father James J. Kirby, 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburg [sic] PA (cpl,
158th Aero Sq)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Edward James Kirby - b. 26 Nov 1892, Pittsburgh PA
(age 24); res: 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburgh PA. Single. Employed as an automobile salesman
at W.H. McFaldren (spelling?:), Ponca City OK. Short & slender. Registered 2 Jun 1917 by
county clerk, Kay Co. OK but listed at Pittsburgh PA. Found at:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K6KF-YKB

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 1115 Stanhope, Pittsburgh PA

World War |l draft registration (1942): as Edward James Kirby - b. 28 Nov 1891 [the last digit is
unclear], Pittsburgh PA (age 50); res: 321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. NOK Mrs.
Kathryn Kirby, same address. Employed by City of Pittsburgh Bureau of Police, City County
Bldg., Pittsburgh PA. “scar on right arm” Height: 5’8” —weight 200 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted 15 Nov 1917

Discharged 8 Apr 1919

Address: 321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh PA

Rank/unit: private, HQ Co., 158" Aero Squadron, 17" Battalion, 153" Depot Brigade

PA, WWI service card:


https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/321-S-Evaline-St-Pittsburgh-PA-15224/11524316_zpid/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/321-S-Evaline-St-Pittsburgh-PA-15224/11524316_zpid/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K6KF-YKB
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Edward J. Kirby, sesrial 249995, resident of 819 Wylie Ave., Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. Enlisted in
Army at Columbus Barracks OH on 15 Nov 1917 at age 24 years, 10 months. Born Pittsburgh PA. In
158™ Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to corporal 3 May 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 24
Mar 1919. Discharged 8 Apr 1919. 0% disabled.

Birth & death:

Born: 26 Nov 1892 (WWI draft registration & Veterans Administration Military Index) or 28
Nov 1891 (WWII draft registration & 1900 census) or 1899 (tombstone) Pittsburgh,
Allegheny PA [obituary in the "Pittsburgh Press" 6 Aug 1964 p. 52 says he died at age 64
years old)

Died: 4 Aug 1944 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA

Find A Grave record: 113104679, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower

Burial location: Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA

Cemetery: Calvary

Tombstone: joint tombstone with his wife Kathryn Geary Kirby, son James T. Kirby & his wife
Jane, and daughter Helen (“Pat”) & her husband, James John Flaherty

Father: James J. Kirby, 3 Jul 1866 Johnstown, Cambria PA - 28 Aug 1931 Pittsburgh,
Allegheny PA. Buried St. Mary Catholic Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA.
Find A Grave: 54974193

Mother: Ellen (Helen/Ella) Deenihan Kirby, 21 Feb 1866 Ireland — 31 Dec 1942 Pittsburgh,
Allegheny PA. Daughter of Martin Deenihan & Mary Fitzgerald, both born in Ireland. Died of
cardiac failure at her home, 321 S. Evaline St., Pittsburgh PA. Buried in Saint Mary Catholic
Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA.

Find A Grave: 157319709

Parents’ marriage: 20 Dec 1890 Pittsburgh, Allegheny Co. PA - James J. Kirby, b. Johnstown PA,
peddler, resident Pittsburgh PA & Ella Dinighan, b. Ireland, resident of Mansfield PA. [This is 2 years
after the birth of their daughter Mary.]

Spouse: Kathryn Geary Kirby, 9 Jun 1899 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA — 15 Aug 1956 Pittsburgh,
Allegheny PA. Daughter of Thomas M. Geary & Ellen Driscoll. Buried in Calvary Cemetery,
Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA.

Spouse Find A Grave: 113104351

Marriage:

Children:

e Helen Ann (“Patricia”/”Pat”/”Patsy”) Kirby Flaherty, 11 Aug 1923 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA -
6 Mar 1999 PA. Wife of James John Flaherty (1920-1966, F: 113104783). Buried in Calvary
Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 113104827

e James Thomas Kirby, 13 Oct 1928 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA - 29 Oct 1982 Pittsburgh,
Allegheny PA. SSN 175-22-2792. Husband of Jane Wissman (1927-2012, F: 113104275), the
daughter of Howard Frederick Wissman (F:33407703) & Helen Voight Abraham (F:
33407694). Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 113104236

Siblings:
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e Mary Kirby Crowley, 17 Sep 1888 PA — 23 Aug 1951 Lawrenceville, Tioga PA. Wife of Frank M.
Crowley (1877-1953, F: 216240183) whom she married 14 Feb 1906 in Jefferson Co. OH.
Her husband Frank Crowley was a retired precinct detective & her brother Edward Kirby a
retired police lieutenant at the time of her death. She died at her home at 237 - 28", in
Lawrenceville PA. Buried in Saint Mary Catholic Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F:
156902726

Notes:
Pre-war:

1915 Pittsburgh PA city directory:

Kirby

Edward J., clerk, 206 Sycamore

Jas. J., alderman, 505 Wylie Ave., Bell Grant 1914 P & A Main 1566, resident of 819 Wylie Ave.

Wartime:

"Pittsburgh Post-Gazette" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - photo, son of Alderman J.J. Kirby of Pittsburgh
PA

"Latrobe [PA] Bulletin" 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - he cabled his father Alderman Kirby of Pittsburg
from Duncranna [Buncrana] Ireland that he was safe. Enlisted 15 Nov 1917, discharged 8
April 1919.

“Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 —reported safe: Edward J. Kirby, Pittsburgh

Post-war:

“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Monday 29 May 1922 p 1, continued on p 5 — a speeding automobile
driver, when told to halt & move to the curb by motorcycle police officer Edward J. Kirby, swerved
his car & knocked the officer off his motorcycle. Kirby had been following the speeder on Bigelow
Boulevard. When Kirby caught up with him, he had given him instructions to stop. A passing taxicab
took Kirby to West Penn Hospital; he has a broken leg. Edward is the son of former police
magistrate & alderman, James J. Kirby. Within the hour before the accident, Edward had completed
arrangements for a 2-week vacation in Canada, to begin 1 Jun 1922. The driver has not been
identified; he left the scene.

“Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” Thursday 22 May 1924 p 1 — Edward J. Kirby is 1 of the new acting
lieutenants.

“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Friday 1 Aug 1924 p 2
Transfer: Lt. Edward J. Kirby from Traffic Bureau to Penn Ave.

Edward a police lieutenant (1940) & policeman (1942) for Pittsburgh
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Obituary:

"Pittsburgh (PA) Press" 6 Aug 1964 p 52, retired police lieutenant, d. 4 Aug 1964 at age 64 at
his home, 348 W. Penn Place, Pittsburgh PA. Served 24 years on the force. Survived by
daughter Patricia Flaherty & son James T., both of Pittsburgh. Member American Legion.

"Pittsburgh Press-Gazette" 7 Aug 1964 p 21 - d. 4 Aug suddenly. His wife was the late
Kathryn (Geary). Resident of 348 W. Penn Place, Pittsburgh. Survived by son & daughter.
Funeral 8 Aug 1964.

Social Security number: 179-36-5797
Censuses:

1900 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA-1115 Penn Ave.

James J. Kirby, 31 PA, Jul 1868, parents b. Ireland, married 13 years, alderman

Ellen, 31 Ireland, Jun 1868, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1883, in US for 17 years, gave birth to 2
children, 2 are living

Mary, 12 PA, Sep 1887, at school

Edward, 8 PA, Nov 1891, at school

& 4 boarders

1910 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA - Penn Ave.

James J. Kirby, 42 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 1°* marriage, married 24 years, alderman
Ellen, 43 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 15*marriage

Edward J., 17 PA

1930 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA - 321 S. Evaline, Pittsburgh — there are 2 entries for 321 S.
Evaline St. - This is an odd entry in format, because it attaches Edward’s wife Kathryn
Geary (“Catherine Kirby”) to his parents:

James J. Kirby, 62 PA, parents b. Irish Free State, age 22 at 1t house [head of household]
Helen Kirby, 60 PA, parents b. Irish Free State, age 20 at 1 marriage [wife]

Margaret Crowley, 15 PA, parents b. PA [granddaughter]

Catherine Kirby, 34 PA, parents b. PA, age 26 at 1 marriage [wife]

Edward Kirby, 36 PA, parents b. PA, age 28 at 1* marriage, lieutenant, police department,
WWI veteran [head of household]

Helen, 6 PA, parents b. PA [daughter]

James, 1 PA, parents b. PA [son]

1940 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA — 321 Evaline St. — same house in 1935 - indexed incorrectly
as KUBY

Helen Kirby, 74 Eire [Ireland], widow [head of household]

Edward J. Kirby, 48 PA, lieutenant, police force [son]

Katherine, 40 PA [daughter-in-law]

Patricia Kirby, 16 PA [granddaughter]
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James F. Kirby, 11 PA [grandson]
Margaret Crowley, 25 PA [granddaughter]



