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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kinnaird, Lawrence 
1893 WV – 1985 CA 
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From the University of WV (Morgantown WV) yearbook, 1915 -  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b920858-
00078?treeid=16060635&personid=310061652645&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB22476&_ph

start=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1455331250 

 
Lawrence Kinnaird (1893 West Virginia-1985 California), a 1st lieutenant in the 213th Aero Squadron, 
“shaped a whole generation of scholars of the American West,” claimed California History, March 
1986. He had earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the University of Michigan in 1915, and 
after his military service, which concluded in 1921, he attained a master’s degree in 1927 from the 
University of California at Berkeley, and a doctorate in 1928. From 1932 to 1936 he taught at San 
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Francisco State College, then at the University of California, Davis, and then 
in 1937, he became a teacher at UC Berkeley in the history department. In 
1948 he was named a full professor, and retired as professor emeritus in 
1960. That didn’t stop Kinnaird, who then taught at the Santa Barbara 
campus for five years, and one year as a visiting professor at Chatham 
College in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Kinnaird died at age 92. “A tall, 
distinguished figure, with a warm presence and a ready wit, Kinnaird made 
the history of California and the Southwest come alive to generations of 
students.”  He taught large classes of undergraduates and supervised 
graduate students. His students pursued careers as history teachers, 
museum curators, directors of historical societies and archivists. Among 
his publications are the three volumes of Spain in the Mississippi Valley 
(1946-1948); The Frontiers of New Spain (1958); and the three-volume 
History of the Greater San Francisco Bay Region (1966), in addition to over 
twenty scholarly articles. He wrote book reviews for California History and 
served on the board of editors of the Pacific Historical Review. During World 
War II, Kinnaird served as cultural attache to the U.S. Embassy in Santiago, 
Chile, from 1942-1945. “As a teacher Kinnaird was justly famous … his 
undergraduate courses were crowded as were his seminars at the round 
table in the Doe Library. His cordial approach, kindly manner, and common 

sense endeared him to students.” 
 

The above is an excerpt from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” 
(www.tuscaniamemorial.org) pages 373-374. 

 
 

http://www.tuscaniamemorial.org/
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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From “California History” vol. 65, No. 1, Mar 1986 p 17 - 
https://online.ucpress.edu/ch/article-abstract/65/1/17/32490/Lawrence-

Kinnaird?redirectedFrom=PDF 
 

https://online.ucpress.edu/ch/article-abstract/65/1/17/32490/Lawrence-Kinnaird?redirectedFrom=PDF
https://online.ucpress.edu/ch/article-abstract/65/1/17/32490/Lawrence-Kinnaird?redirectedFrom=PDF
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By Lawrence Kinnaird 

 

 

 
Lawrence’s wife Lucia Fuller Burk at the University of CA, Berkeley – 1927 yearbook 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/31916_b031550-
00075?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2548077 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 8 Jun 1960 p 14S 

 

     
Obituary of Lawrence’s mother-in-law Sarah (Mrs. James) Burk – “San Francisco (CA) 

Examiner” Tuesday 31 Dec 1929 p 11 
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Book by Lucia Fuller Burk Kinnaird -

https://books.google.com/books/about/The_Rock_Landing_Conference_of_1789.html?id
=Uzk5tAEACAAJ  
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Co-author is Lucia Burk Kinnaird - 

https://read.dukeupress.edu/hahr/article/14/3/378/155791/A-Bibliographical-List-of-the-
Historical-Articles  

 

 
Lucia Burk Kinnaird’s “British Designs on Panama” – Florida Historical Society collection - 

https://myfloridahistory.pastperfectonline.com/archive/186B2BF2-F6A9-44CE-AA62-
746424923047  

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZCT-

H?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY9-Y4MF  
 

https://read.dukeupress.edu/hahr/article/14/3/378/155791/A-Bibliographical-List-of-the-Historical-Articles
https://read.dukeupress.edu/hahr/article/14/3/378/155791/A-Bibliographical-List-of-the-Historical-Articles
https://myfloridahistory.pastperfectonline.com/archive/186B2BF2-F6A9-44CE-AA62-746424923047
https://myfloridahistory.pastperfectonline.com/archive/186B2BF2-F6A9-44CE-AA62-746424923047
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZCT-H?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY9-Y4MF
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZCT-H?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY9-Y4MF
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4 men from WV aboard Tuscania – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1  
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Book review of his “History of the Greater San Francisco Bay Region” ““San Francisco (CA) 

Examiner” Sunday 29 Jan 1967 p 180 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/458832751/?terms=%22lawrence%20kinnaird%22&

match=1  
 
 

 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Thursday 7 May 1936 p 10 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/458832751/?terms=%22lawrence%20kinnaird%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/458832751/?terms=%22lawrence%20kinnaird%22&match=1
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“Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” Tuesday 9 Jun 1936 p 6 
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“Woodland (CA) Daily Democrat” Monday 27 Jul 1936 p 3 
 

 
Sent by US government from U of CA, Berkeley – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 10 Mar 

1942 p 8 
 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 7 Feb 1943 p 11 

 
Name: Lawrence Kinnaird 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  213th Aero Squadron – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Williamstown, Wood WV 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lawrence Kinnaird  
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Virginia A. Kinnaird, Waverly Rd., Williamstown WV 
Returned from war on:  "Kroonland" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as:  Lawrence Kinnaird 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Virginia M. Kinnaird, Williamstown WV (1st lt., 
A.S.)  
World War I draft registration (1917):   as Lawrence Kinnaird - b. 9 Jul 1893 Williamston [sic] WV; 
res: Williamston, Woods TX. Single. Student, OTC, US, Fort Riley KS. Dependent mother. 
Claimed exemption from draft: “yes, see 9” (question 9 was if you had dependents; he had 
said his mother) Tall & slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Lawrence [“none” written in space for middle name] 
Kinnaird - b. 9 Jul 1893 Williamstown WV; res: 1 Orchard Ln., Berkeley, Alameda CA. NOK 
wife Lucia Burk Kinnaird, same address. Height 6’1 ¼” – 202 lbs. Registered 3 Nov 1944. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 12 May 1917 
Discharged 23 Oct 1920 
Address:  2710 Durant St., Berkeley CA 
Rank/unit:  1st lieutenant, Air Service 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Jul 1893 Williamstown, Wood WV  
Died: 27 Sep 1985 Carmel, Monterey CA (Community Hospital)    
Find A Grave record:   
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  John Asher Kinnaird, 3 Nov 1856 Wood, Mason WV – 1912 Williamstown, Wood WV. Son of 
Rev. Rufus Kinnaird & Sophia Spencer Cook Kinnaird (later Henderson). He was a student at the U 
of WV as of 1875. The will of J.A. Kinnaird, written 17 Apr 1912, is entered for probate in Wood Co. 
WV on 29 Jun 1912. Buried in Williamstown Cemetery Old, Williamstown, Wood WV.  
Find A Grave:  35619224 
 
Mother: Virginia May Hall Kinnaird, 11 Nov 1860 OH – 1 May 1948 Alameda Co. CA. Daughter of 
Benjamin Franklin Hall & Sarah M. Crane. Buried in Williamstown Cemetery Old, Williamstown, 
Wood WV.   
Find A Grave: 35619292   
Parents’ marriage:  1880 Wood Co. WV 
 
Spouse:  Lucia Fuller Burk Kinnaird, 29 Oct 1905 CA – 2 Aug 1996 Carmel, Monterey CA. SSN 210-
36-7025. Daughter of James Burk (d. 1909, F: 105560494) & Sarah A. Fuller (d. 1929, F: 104788488). 
Graduate of University of CA, Berkeley. Noted as a graduate member of Sigma Kappa Alpha 
(women’s history honor society) in the U of CA Berkeley yearbook, 1915. College professor.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 3 Aug 1929 Carson City NV 
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Siblings:  Lawrence was the only 1 of 3 sons to survive childhood. 
• Wilber F. Kinnaird, 1882 – 1894. Buried in Williamstown Cemetery Old, Williamstown, 

Wood WV. F: 35619384 
• Rufus Kinnaird, 1888 Wood Co. WV – 1889 Wood Co. WV. Buried in Williamstown Cemetery 

Old, Williamstown, Wood WV. F: 35619260 
 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the PA, WV & OH survivors of 
Tuscania: Lawrence Kinnaird, Williamstown WV 
 
Post-war: 
 
Numerous scholarly articles can be found in online searches, such as those in the “Western 
Historical Quarterly”: 
“Spanish Treaties with Indian Tribes,” Western Historical Quarterly, vol. 10, no. 1, Jan 1979, p 39-48 
“Economic Aspects of the California Missions,” Western Historical Quarterly, vol. 11, no. 1, Jan 
1980, p 8-84. 
 
1942 Contra Costa Co. CA voter registration 
Kinnaird, 
Lawrence, professor, Republican, 30 Mira Loma, Orinda 
Mrs. Lucia B., teacher, Republican, 30 Mira Loma, Orinda 
 
“Santa Rosa (CA) Press Dispatch” Thursday 20 May 1954 p 1 & p 2 – “Bodega Ruins Excite 
Historians” – Dr. Lawrence Kinnaird, U of CA, Berkeley history professor, comments on a row of 
rocks found at Bodega Bay CA.  
 
1940 Alameda Co. CA voter registration: 
Kinnaird, 
Lawrence, 1541 Hawthorne Terrace, college professor, Republican 
Mrs. Lucia Burk, 1541 Hawthorne Terrace, teacher, Republican 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  563-66-1020 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Williams, Wood WV 
John A. Kinnaird, 43 VA, Nov 1856, parents b. VA, married 20 years, farmer 
Virginia, 30 OH, Nov 1860, father b. MD, mother b. NY, gave birth to 3 children, 1 is living 
 
1910 Williams, Wood WV – out Williamstown Rd. 
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J. Asher Kinnaird, 53 WV, parents b. WV, in 1st marriage, married 29 years, farmer 
Virginia M., 49 OH, father b. NY, mother b. MD, gave birth to 3 children, 1 is living 
Lawrence, 16 WV 
 
1920 Police Jury Ward 2, Calcasieu Parish LA [still in Army] – Camp Gerstner 
Lawrence Kinnaird, 26 WV, 1st lieutenant, US Army, soldier [head of household] 
Virginia M., 59 OH, father b. MD, mother b. NY [mother] 
 
1930 Berkeley, Alameda CA 
Virginia M. Kinnaird, 69 OH, widow, father b. MD, mother b. NY [head of household] 
Lawrence, 36 WV, father b. WV, mother b. OH, age 36 at 1st marriage, hist. research, university 
[son] 
Lucia B., 24 CA, father b. Irish Free State, mother b. CA, teaching fellow, university [daughter-in-
law] 
 
1940 – cannot locate Lawrence & Lucia – his mother is in Berkeley, Alameda CA 
There are numerous entries above her group of entries. These are labeled guests at the Ivanhoe 
Hotel. The next large group of “house guests” and employees” do not have a location descriptor. 
Kinnaird, Virginia M., 79 OH, widow, house guest – in 1935 at the same location 
 
 


