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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kingham, Merle Stewart 
1895 OK – 1972 OK 
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Merle Stewart Kingham - “Hobart (OK) Weekly Democrat Chief” 21 Mar 1918 p 9 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329252  
 

 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329252
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News of his death was premature – “Hobart (OK) Republican” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Hobart (OK) Weekly Democrat-Chief” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 1 
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The letter continues & is signed: 

 
“Kiowa County Democrat” (Snyder OK) Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Weekly Democrat Chief” (Hobart OK) Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 9 
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“Hobart (OK) Weekly Democrat Chief” Thursday 21 Mar 1918 p 10 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329259/?terms=%22merle%20kingham%22%20tuscani

a&match=1 
 

   
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329259/?terms=%22merle%20kingham%22%20tuscania&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329259/?terms=%22merle%20kingham%22%20tuscania&match=1
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“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 4 Oct 1918 p 8 
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“Hobart (OK) Republican” Thursday 10 Jul 1919 p 9 
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Discharge of his brother Archie Glen Kingham from the US Navy where he served as a musician, 

mostly in the tropics – “Hobart (OK) Republican” Thursday 4 Sep 1919 p 11 
 

 
“Kiowa County News” (Lone Wolf OK) Thursday 3 May 1923 p 5 
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“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 8 Feb 1924 p 1 

 

 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 1 Apr 1927 p 3 
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“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 12 Dec 1930 p 1 
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“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 2 Jan 1931 p 3 

 

 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 17 Apr 1931 p 1 
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“Chickasha (OK) Star” Thursday 1 Apr 1943 p 9 

 
 

 
Ad for White-Way Barber Shop – “Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Friday 1 Feb 1952 p 10 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Tuesday 3 Oct 1972 p 34 
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Married 8 Aug 1929 Garland Co. AR to Grace Green –  
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00438-

00690?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=358472 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00438-00690?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=358472
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00438-00690?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=358472
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TX death certificate of his sister Mary Elinore Kingham Penn - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062906-
00234?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=46373 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062906-00234?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=46373
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062906-00234?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=46373
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Marriage of Mary Elinor Kingham to George Ulas Penn – Left: “Roosevelt (OK) Record” 
Friday 1 Oct 1920 p 1 – Right: “Hobart (OK) Weekly Democrat” Thursday 30 Sep1920 p 3 

 

 
Harold Russell Kingham – from Find A Grave 224121312 
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Marriage of brother Harold Russell Kingham to Violet Kidwell – “Roosevelt (OK) Record” 

Friday 30 Aug 1929 p 1 
 

 
Tombstone of his brother Charles Kingham, Find A Grave 25717482 

 
          

 
Name: Merle Stewart Kingham 
Name variations:  Merl Kingham 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,474 
Entered service from:  Roosevelt, Kiowa OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:   Merle St. Kingham 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father J.B. Kingham,  RFD 3, Roosevelt TX [in error, as this 
Roosevelt is in OK] 
Returned from war on:  "Agamemnon" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Merle S. Kingham 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Joe B. Kingham, RFD 3, Roosevelt OK (sgt, 116th 
Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Merle Stewart Kingham - b. 30 Aug 1895 OK; res: 
Roosevelt OK. Single. Farmer for self, Roosevelt OK.  Short in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 18 Nov 1917 
Discharged 28 Mar 1919 
Address:  Roosevelt OK 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, Co. F, 116th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 30 Aug 1895 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK 
Died: 1 Oct 1972 Chickasha, Grady OK  
Find A Grave record:  63944440, presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Chickasha, Grady OK 
Cemetery:  Rose Hill 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Oklahoma Sgt. Co D 116 Sup Train WWI  
   
 
Father:  Joe B. Kingham, 20 Sep 1858 IL – 12 Apr 1936. Buried in Roosevelt Cemetery, Roosevelt, 
Kiowa OK. 
Find A Grave: 23490978   
 
Mother:  Sarah M. Stewart, 5 Aug 1863 IL – 19 Jul 1942. Daughter of William M. Stewart & Margaret 
Campbell. Buried in Roosevelt Cemetery, Roosevelt, Kiowa OK. 
Find A Grave:  23491031 
Parents’ marriage:  23 Jul 1882 Pike Co. IL 
 
Spouse:  Grace Green Kingham, 26 Jun 1900 OK – 20 Mar 1992 Irving, Dallas TX. Buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery, Chickasha, Grady OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  63944427 
Marriage: 8 Aug 1929 Garland Co. AR. Grace was age 29, Merle was age 35. Both were residents of 
Chickasha, Grady OK. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Had 2 more siblings, dead by the 1900 census. 

• Charles KIngham, believe he was born 29 Jan 1885 Oakley, Macon IL & died 29 Apr 1885 
Oakley, Macon IL. His tombstone says he died at 4 months, on 29 Apr 1885. The IL death 
record says he died at 3 months old, on 29 Jan 1885. It would make more sense that he was 
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BORN on 29 Jan 1885 & DIED on 29 Apr 1885. Shares his tombstone with William M. Stewart 
(d. 1887 at age 49). Buried in Cross Cemetery, Oakley, Macon IL. F: 25717482 

• Mary Mayola (also found as Margaret) Kingham Terry, 2 Oct 1887 Cerro Gordo township, 
Piatt IL – 26 Dec 1962 Los Angeles Co. CA. On her IL birth record (for a female born 2 Oct 
1887), her father J.B. Kingham is age 29, b. IL & her mother Sarah Stewart, 24 IL. Often 
referred to as Mrs. Lou Terry in OK newspaper articles. Wife of Lewis Early Terry (1884-1965, 
F: 155922025), the son of Stephen Dorsey Terry & Harriet Emeline McElvain. Buried in Rose 
Hills Memorial Park, Whittier, Los Angeles CA. F: 155922146 

• Archie Glen Kingham, 1 Aug 1891 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK – Oct 1967.  SSN 432-
60-1277. Often referred to as Glen or Glenn.  A.G. Kingham was married on 5 Jan 1926 in 
Nocona, Montague TX to Beulah Glen Allen (1897-1958, F: 63677716).  The 1935 Lubbock 
TX city directory shows Archie G. & Beulah G. KIngham at 1944 Avenue H; he is employed at 
Photocraft Studio. -  On his 1942 WWII draft registration, he lives in DeQueen, Sevier AR & is 
self-employed. Buried in Nocona Cemetery, Nocona, Montague TX. F: 63677714 

• Mary Elinor Kingham Penn, 24 Jul 1897 OK – 3 Dec 1973 Lamesa, Dawson TX. Often found 
as Elinor or Elinore. Married on 29 Oct 1920 in the Presbyterian parsonage, Hobart, Kiowa 
OK to George Ulas Penn (1892-1967, F: 115761032). Her TX death record notes she died at 
age 76, a widow, resident of 1400 N. 7th St., Lamesa TX, died in the Medical Arts Hospital of 
ventricular fibrillation. –Buried in Dawson County Cemetery, Lamesa, Dawson TX. F: 
115761194 

• Harold Russell Kingham, 16 Mar 1900 Kiowa Co. OK – 23 Jun 1974 Long Beach, Los Angeles 
CA. SSN 458-18-2050. Joined the US Navy on 15 Jul 1918 & was discharged 11 Mar 1919. 
Engineer. Husband of Violet Lorraine Kidwell (1909 OK – 2001 AZ), the daughter of David 
Kidwell & Mary Scott. “Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 30 Aug 1929 p 1 – marriage license for 
Harold Kingham & Violet Kidwell. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, Harold resides in 
Snyder, Kiowa OK & works for Century Granite; his NOK is Violet Kingham. - One of their 4 
sons was named Merle Duane Kingham. - Buried in Sunnyside Cemetery, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles CA. F: 224121312 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 7 Nov 1913 p 3 – Merle Kingham left for Dallas TSX on Thursday to 
see the sights of the Fair & to spend the winter at Cedar Hill TX. 
 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 30 Jul 1915 p 3 – Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kingham hosted a party Saturday 
night in honor of their daughter Elinore’s 18th birthday. 
 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 3 Dec 1915 p 3 – Merle Kingham went to Oklahoma City OK Friday 
“where he has taken out a life scholarship in a Barber college.” 
 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 24 Dec 1915 p 2 – Merle Kingham returned last week from 
Oklahoma City OK where he is attending barbers college. 
 
Wartime: 
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“Hobart (OK) Weekly Democrat-Chief” Thursday 26 Jul 1917 p 2 - #1420, Merle Stewart Kingham, 
Roosevelt OK is 1 of 2,038 draft registrants from Kiowa Co. OK. They were listed in the newspaper 
by the order drawn. 
 
“Hobart (OK) Republican” Thursday 18 Oct 1917 p 8 – Merle Stewart Kingham, registrant 1420, draft 
number 793, of Roosevelt OK 
 
Because the Tuscania passenger list mistakenly places his next-of-kin, father Joe Kingham, in 
Roosevelt, Texas, and NOT correctly in Oklahoma, newspaper accounts in 1918 are confused. The 
War Department sends news of his survival to Roosevelt TX. Merle has landed in a lifeboat on the 
isle of Islay, Scotland. Here he helps buries Tuscania casualties, among them his friend, Raymond 
Hurst. The news of his survival takes longer to reach than U.S. Although newspapers regularly 
reported him missing, one reported him dead. 
 
“Stroud (OK) Democrat” 15 Feb 1918 p 6 – one of the Tuscania soldiers from TEXAS reported 
missing is Merle S. Kingham of Roosevelt.  
 
“Houston (TX) Post” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 4 – there were 37 men formerly reported as missing 
in action whose names were found when the Associated Press compared lists. One of the survivors 
is Pvt. Merle S. Kingham of Roosevelt, TEXAS. 
 
 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 18 May 1917 p 7 – the Roosevelt OK Lodge No. 231 IOOF voted to 
keep all its members who were in good standing when they enlisted or during their military service 
as members in good standing. The first name on the list is Archie G. Kingham. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 15 Apr 1927 p 4 – Merl Kingham bought & took possession of a 4-
chair barber shop in Chickasha & has taken up residence there. 
 
“Chickasha (OK) Star” Thursday 26 Dec 1929 p 6 – H.L. Laudermilk & Mike Laudermilk are in the 
county jail, charged with stealing 2 colts from M.S. Kingham, who lives near the city. 
 
“Hollis (OK) Post-Herald & Harmon County Tribune” Thursday 1 Jan 1931 p 1 – Archie Kingham sold 
his photography studio to W.T. Cornutt, who took possession as of 1 Jan 1931. Archie did good 
business during the 1 year he operated the studio. 
 
“Roosevelt (OK) Record” Friday 9 Oct 1931 p 1 – Mrs. Merle Kingham visited her parents at 
Chickasha this week. 
 
“Kiowa County Star-Review” (Hobart OK) Thursday 30 Jul 1936 p 5 – Mrs. L.E. Terry spent Saturday 
with her mother Mrs. Kingham & brother Merl [sic] Kingham & family. 
 
“Kiowa County Star-Review” (Hobart OK) Thursday 18 Nov 1937 p 8 – the Armistice Day banquet 
sponsored by the American Legion at the Bon Ton Café included M.S. Kingham among its out-of-
town members who attended 
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“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Friday 5 Dec 1941 p 4 – among the moves of residences: M.S. 
Kingham moved from 407 Pennsylvania to 302 N. 4th 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 3 Oct 1972 p 34, deaths Chickasha, Merle 
Kingham, age 78, retired barber, services 3 Oct 1972 (Sevier) 
 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK – 225 Washington St. 
Job Kingham, 41 IL, Sep 1858, father b. England, mother b. IL, married 18 years, photographer 
Sarah M., 36 IL, Aug 1863, father b. Scotland, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 8 children, 5 are living 
Margaret Mary, 12 IL, Oct 1887, at school 
Archie Glenn, 8 OK, Aug 1891, at school 
Merle S., 5 OK, Aug 1894, at school 
Mary Ellines, 2 OK, Jul 1897 
Harold Russell, 2 months, Mar 1900 
 
1910 Otter Creek, Kiowa OK 
Joab Kingham, 59 IL, father b. England, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, married 27 years, farmer, 
general farm 
Sarah N., 46 IL, father b. Scotland, mother b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 5 are 
living 
Archie G., 18 OK, farm laborer, home farm 
Merle S., 15 OK 
Mary E., 12 OK 
Harry R., 10 OK 
 
1920 Otter Creek, Kiowa OK 
Joe B. Kingham, 61 IL, father b. England, mother b. IL, farmer, general farm 
Sarah M., 56 IL, father b. Scotland, mother b. NC 
Archie G., 28 OK, farmer, general farm 
Merle S., 25 OK, barber shop 
Mary E., 22 OK 
Harold R., 19 OK, farm hand, home farm 
 
1940 Chickasha, Grady OK – 407 Pennsylvania – in 1935 lived in Roosevelt, Kiowa OK 
Merle S. Kingham, 45 OK, barber, barber shop, WWI veteran 
Grace, 39 OK 
 
 


