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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

 

Kingham, Jasper Abial 
1893 OK – 1972 CA 
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Father Frank Kingham holding Jasper Abial Kingham on his lap, mother Nancy V. Stickney 
Kingham & brother James Ralph Kingham - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/4562500/person/6038580267/media/4fa9d160-6a45-451a-bee9-
e2461008a7e4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4562500/person/6038580267/media/4fa9d160-6a45-451a-bee9-e2461008a7e4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4562500/person/6038580267/media/4fa9d160-6a45-451a-bee9-e2461008a7e4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4562500/person/6038580267/media/4fa9d160-6a45-451a-bee9-e2461008a7e4
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Jasper on his riding lawnmower - “Fresno (CA) Bee” Tuesday 18 May 1954 p 21 – In the 

1955 & 1960 Fresno CA city directories, Jasper A. & Zella Kingham live at 1358 N. Barton 
Ave. - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/702147315/?terms=%22j%20a%20kingham%22&m
atch=1 
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Written from Morn Hill Camp in Winchester, England, where Tuscania survivors were gathered – in 

the student newspaper of Oklahoma Agricultural & Mechanical College, Sweetwater OK (now 
Oklahoma State University) – “Orange & Black” (Stillwater OK) Saturday 23 Mar 1918 p 1 

 

    
Left: Brother Lewis Henry Kingham - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/86171206/person/42534002693/media/b3c6ad40-16e8-4f98-be96-e4651391eb23 - 
brother Lewis with his wife Oma Betts - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/86171206/person/42534002693/media/31c4d013-876d-4377-ada0-b71ffa7b9c04 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/86171206/person/42534002693/media/b3c6ad40-16e8-4f98-be96-e4651391eb23
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/86171206/person/42534002693/media/b3c6ad40-16e8-4f98-be96-e4651391eb23
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/86171206/person/42534002693/media/31c4d013-876d-4377-ada0-b71ffa7b9c04
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/86171206/person/42534002693/media/31c4d013-876d-4377-ada0-b71ffa7b9c04
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Obituary of brother Lewis Henry Kingham – “Greeley (CO) Daily Tribune” Monday 3 Feb 1964 p 18 
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Brother Rufus Frank Kingham - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/33394301/person/18449625484/media/fa9e95e0-7e61-4dd7-9988-848cbbba0c67 

           

 
TX death certificate of his brother, Oliver Eugene Kingham - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062260-
01476?pId=23972432  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062260-01476?pId=23972432
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062260-01476?pId=23972432
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Obituary of his brother Melvin Eugene Kingham – “Perry (OK) Journal” Thursday 7 Aug 1930 

p 1 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/5541434/?article=ba250bdb-b107-4b79-ad94-

618110d0f727&focus=0.8487794,0.07154838,0.9884192,0.4848405&xid=3355 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/5541434/?article=ba250bdb-b107-4b79-ad94-618110d0f727&focus=0.8487794,0.07154838,0.9884192,0.4848405&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/5541434/?article=ba250bdb-b107-4b79-ad94-618110d0f727&focus=0.8487794,0.07154838,0.9884192,0.4848405&xid=3355
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Registered twice for the WWI draft – the 1st time on 2 Jun 1917 in Meridian, Roger Mills Co. 
TX 
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And registered again on 5 Jun 1917 in Meridian, Roger Mills 

 

 
Obituary of daughter Amelia Susan Kingham Little Gillenwaters – “Fresno (CA) Bee” 

Wednesday 10 Jun 2009 pB5 
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Marriage of daughter Helen Laverne Kingham to her 1st husband, Charles Donald Stotts – 
“Fresno (CA) Bee” Sunday 25 May 1952 p 36 

 

 
Divorce of Helen Kingham Stotts Putica from husband Robert J. Putica – “Fresno (CA) Bee” 

Thursday 23 Jan 1964 p 17 
 

 
Obituary of Helen LaVerne Kingham Stotts Putica – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Tuesday 17 Jul 1979 

p 30 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/704262512/?terms=%22doyle%20kingham%22&ma

tch=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/704262512/?terms=%22doyle%20kingham%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/704262512/?terms=%22doyle%20kingham%22&match=1
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Wednesday 5 Sep 1979 p 7 
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Murder of his daughter Helen Kingham Stotts Putica – Richard G. Hernandez sentenced to 

27 years in prison for her 1st-degree murder – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Friday 25 Jan 1980 p 22 
 

 

 
Obituary of son Doyle Vernon Kingham – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 24 Feb 2005 p B5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/658414491/?terms=%22doyle%20kingham%22&ma
tch=1 
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Jasper’s grandson Stephen Doyle (not Douglas) Kingham, son of Doyle Vernon Kingham - 

“Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 1 Dec 1955 p 18 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/702154519/?terms=%22doyle%20kingham%22&ma

tch=1  
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/702154519/?terms=%22doyle%20kingham%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/702154519/?terms=%22doyle%20kingham%22&match=1
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Obituary of his brother Rufus Frank Kingham’s 1st wife, Mildred Pearl Ruddick Kingham 

Saurer Fansler – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Tuesday 25 Feb 1992 p 13 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/625669964/?article=5c2e2e68-178f-4956-a021-

661b5b3a3a69&focus=0.5868015,0.31013182,0.6775935,0.3988236&xid=3355 
 
 

Name: Jasper Abial Kingham  
Name variations: Jasper Abile Kingham (but his maternal grandfather was Abial O. Stickney) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,472 
Entered service from:  Sweetwater, Roger Mills Co. OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jasper A. Kingham 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Frank Kingham, Sweetwater OK 
Returned from war on:  could not locate 
Sailed on return ship as:  
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:   
World War I draft registration (1917):  Jasper registers twice for the WWI draft, on different days: 
On 2 Jun 1917, in Meridian, Roger Mills Co. TX with registrar Ethel E. Eastwood - as Jasper A. 
Kingham - b. 3 Aug 1893 Sterrit, Indian Territory; res: Sweetwater OK. Single. Farmer for Fred 
Hurlburt, Eureka OK. Claimed exemption from draft due to physical disability. Medium 
height & build. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/625669964/?article=5c2e2e68-178f-4956-a021-661b5b3a3a69&focus=0.5868015,0.31013182,0.6775935,0.3988236&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/625669964/?article=5c2e2e68-178f-4956-a021-661b5b3a3a69&focus=0.5868015,0.31013182,0.6775935,0.3988236&xid=3355
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On 5 Jun 1917, in Meridian, Roger Mills Co. TX with registrar Ethel E. Eastwood - as Jasper A. 
Kingham - b. 3 Aug 1893 Stenit [Sterit?], Indian Territory (OK); res: Sweetwater TX. Single. 
Farmer,  Hulburt, Eureka OK. Claimed exemption from draft due to physical disability. 
Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Grimes OK 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Jasper A. Kingham - b. no birth date recorded, age 48, 
Bryan OK (Indian Territory); res: Sayre, Beckham OK. NOK J.R. Kingham, Sweetwater OK. 
Farm, Roger Mills Co. OK. “scar on left leg” Height: 5’6” – weight 160 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 18 Dec 1917 
Discharged 31 Jul 1919 
Address:  Old Albuquerque NM 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. D, 61st Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 3 Aug 1893 Cale, Indian Territory or Sterrett, Indian Territory (WWI registration) or 
Byran Co. OK (WWII registration) – all of which are correct! The town of Cale, Indian 
Territory, became the town of Sterrett in 1889, but since the railroad refused to use that 
name, in 1910 the town became Calera, Bryan County,  OK.  
Died: 5 Jan 1972 Fresno, Fresno CA   
Find A Grave record:  145115627, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  Fresno, Fresno CA 
Cemetery:  Fresno Memorial Gardens 
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Frank Kingham, 7 Apr 1867 DeKalb Co. IL – 16 Dec 1943 Sweetwater, Rogers Mills OK. Son 
of Jasper Kingham & Ruth Eggleton. Buried in Mulberry Cemetery, Roger Mills Co. OK. 
Find A Grave:  37540481 
 
Mother:  Nancy Valaria Stickney Kingham, 1866 IA – 1937 Sweetwater, Roger Mills Co. OK. Daughter 
of Abial O. Stickey (F: 48324399) & Susan P. Derby (F: 48324418). In the 1880 census she lives with 
her parents & siblings in Grayson Co. TX. Buried in Mulberry Cemetery, Roger Mills Co. OK. 
Find A Grave:  37540482 
Parents’ marriage:  22 Jan 1891 Southmayd, Grayson TX 
 
Spouse:  Zella Lenora (“Babe”) Taylor Kingham, 25 Jul 1902 OK – 2 Nov 1993 Fresno Co. CA. 
Daughter of Robert Edwin Lee (“Bob”) Taylor (1871-1957) & Amelia Ann (“Mealie”) Kinard (Kinnaird) 
(1872-1924). Buried in Fresno Memorial Gardens, Fresno, Fresno CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  145115638 
Marriage: 25 Nov 1922 Bernalillo Co. NM 
 
Children: 

• Amelia Susan Kingham Little Gillenwaters, 17 Dec 1923 NM – 4 Jun 2009 Fresno, Fresno CA. 
SSN 445-22-7767. Wife of Earnest Edgar Little (1928-2003).  Had been a cafeteria food 
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service worker for 31 years. Buried as Gillenwaters in Fresno Memorial Gardens, Fresno, 
Fresno CA. F: 157110353 

• Doyle Vernon Kingham, 31 Jan 1928 OK – 22 Feb 2005 Clovis, Fresno CA. SSN 448-26-
7241.Divorce: “Fresno (CA) Bee” Saturday 29 Sep 1956 p 15 – Jessie Lucille Kingham, 1219 
W. Saginaw Ave., asks for custody of their child, the house & lot on Saginaw & $150 in 
monthly support from Doyle Vernon Kingham. The couple married 15 Mar 1950 in Fresno 
CA. She charges him with cruelty. -  Doyle was a retired mechanic from Fresno Auto 
Transmission at the time of his death. 

• Helen LaVerne Kingham Stotts Putica, 17 May 1933 Erick, Beckham OK – 14 Jul 1979 Fresno 
Co. CA. SSN 104-27-0833. - Married 10 Mar 1952 in Alameda Co. CA to Charles Donald 
Stotts. – Married Feb 1955 to Robert John Putica. Divorce action: “Fresno (CA) Bee” 
Thursday 23 Jan 1964 p 17. Another record says she married 20 Jul 1968 Fresno Co. CA to 
Robert John Putica (1928-1974, F: 104270859) but their daughter Anna Louise Putica was 
born 6 Sep 1957 Fresno Co. CA, so they presumably remarried. Divorced Oct 1970 in 
Fresno Co. CA. But their tombstone reads “together forever.” – Was a vocational instructor 
at ABC College at the time of her death. She is murdered (shot in the right chest) by Richard 
G. Hernandez, a married man with whom she had broken off a relationship. Hernandez also 
shoots her 2 children, Yvonne & John Putica, who try to intervene. A wounded John drives to 
the hospital; Helen dies 12 hours later. Buried in Sanger Cemetery, Sanger, Fresno CA. F: 
104270833 

 
Siblings: In the 1900 census, Jasper’s mother reports she has given birth to 4 children, 4 of whom 
are living. Listed are James, Jasper, Henry [Lewis Henry] & Melvin. In the 1910 census she reports 
giving birth to 8 children, 6 of whom are living. Jasper, Lewis, Melvin, Rufus & Oliver are listed; 
presumably James has left home. 

• James Ralph Kingham, 11 Dec 1891 Cale, Indian Territory – 7 Sep 1968 Sayre, Beckham OK. 
- Husband of Anna Caralina Barnes (1901-1988, F: 37540479). She was the widow of his 
brother Melvin. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, he is a farmer in Sweetwater OK with 
Jasper as his NOK. Buried in Mulberry Cemetery, Rogers Mill Co. OK. F: 37540480 

• Lewis Henry Kingham, 25 Sep 1896 Cole, McClain OK – 31 Jan 1964 Milliken, Weld CO. He 
sailed home from WWI on “Caronia” in Jan 1919, listing his father Frank Kingham as his 
NOK. Serial number 3816414, private, Co. G, 331st Infantry, 83rd Division. - Husband of Oma 
Leona Betts (Battis) (1906-2000, F: 163524691) whom he married 26 Dec 1923 in Wheeler 
Co. TX. – Resident of 325 Josephine, Milliken OK at the time of his death. Survived by wife, 2 
sons, 2 daughters. Buried in Sunset Memorial Gardens, Greeley, Weld CO. F: 163524678 

• Melvin Edward Kingham, 16 Feb 1899 Calera, Bryan OK – 8 Aug 1930 Perry, Noble OK. 
Married Annie Caralina Barnes (1901-1988, F: 37540479) on 13 Feb 1920 Okfuskee Co. OK. 
A truck driver employed by Texas Oil Co. he had a heart attack while delivering a barrel of oil 
to the Norton-Lacy Buick Co. He had suffered a heart attack 3 years earlier. - His widow 
Caralina then married Melvin’s brother Lewis. Buried in Alva Municipal Cemetery, Alva, 
Woods OK. F: 79799979. 

• Rufus Frank Kingham, 16 Nov 1900 Cale, Indian Territory – 11 Nov 1980 Yountville, Napa 
CA. SSN 531-10-7729. On his WWII draft card (1942), he says he was born in Durante OK. 
Served in the Army 11 Sep 1942 to 19 Mar 1943. – His 1st wife was Mildred Pearl Ruddick 
LaFleur Kingham Saurer Fansler (d. 1992, buried Chico CA, F: 131607390 as Fansler. 
Mildred Ruddick (18 Nov 1911 Roy, Pierce WA – 22 Feb 1992 Citrus Heights, Sacramento 
CA, F: 131607390) was the daughter of Thomas F. Ruddick (F:37934198) & Margaret Mabel 
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Wilson (F:37973157). On 18 May 1929 in Pierce Co. WA Mildred married Albert Gordon 
LaFleur (1909 MT – 1990 CA, F: 222195229). – Ca. Apr 1931, Mildred married Rufus 
Kingham. Their daughter Frances Pearl Kingham was born 3 Mar 1933 in Roger Mills Co. OK, 
died 3 Jan 2001, F: 155332878. Mildred then married Virgil Leroy Saurer (F: 63194815) on 7 
Apr 1939 in Kitsap Co. WA. Mildred is buried with Edward Fansler (d. 1972, F: 131607350). -  
Husband of Mary Lorena (“Lorraine”) Action (1896-1973. F: 115680112). She had previously 
been married in 1912 to Raymond Alphonsus Arvin (1894-1936).  Buried in Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery, Yountville, Napa CA. F: 115680135. 

• Oliver Eugene Kingham, 22 Jun 1902 Denison, Grayson TX (this city lies on the TX-OK 
border) – 14 Aug 1944 Miami, Roberts TX. SSN 443-18-9008. Husband of Adalee (Addie Lee) 
Robinson (1909-1975, F: 21596619) who married Chester Lee Griffey (1921-1997) in 1954, 
after Oliver’s death. – His TX death certificate reports he died of a coronary embolism 12 
miles southwest of Miami, Roberts TX. He was a carbon plant worker. His father is listed as 
Frank Kingham, his mother as Villair Stickley. Buried in Buffalo Cemetery, Sayre, Beckham 
OK. F: 21605491 

• An Ancestry.com family tree claims Ruben Kingham was born 23 Jul 1907 in Lexington, 
Cleveland OK.  This is not documented. 

 
 
Notes:  https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/4562500/person/6038580267/facts?_phsrc=hFB22344&_phstart=successSource  
and https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/86171206/person/42534095508/facts do 
not agree 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Jasper attended Oklahoma Agricultural & Mechanical College in Sweetwater OK & is mentioned 
during wartime in its student newspaper, the “Orange and Black.” 
 
“Orange & Black” (Sweetwater OK) Saturday 13 May 1916 p 4 – there were 16 given honorable 
discharges in the last 3 weeks by the commandant. Nearly all were required at home due to illness 
there. One was Jasper Kingham.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the saved from Tuscania: 
Jasper A. Kingham, Sweetwater OK 
 
“Orange & Black” (Sweetwater OK) Saturday 16 Mar 1918 p 1 – there are 640 stars on the Oklahoma 
A&M service flag, one of them for Jasper Kingham.  
 
After surviving Tuscania, Jasper is reported missing in action in Oct 1918 on the War Department 
casualty list, which is changed to wounded severely. 
 
“Miami (OK) Daily Record-Herald” Friday 11 Oct 1918 p 1 – Jasper A. Kingham, Sweetwater OK, 
appears on the missing in action list issued today by the War Department.  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4562500/person/6038580267/facts?_phsrc=hFB22344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4562500/person/6038580267/facts?_phsrc=hFB22344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/86171206/person/42534095508/facts
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“Lawton (OK) News” Friday 11 Oct 1918 p 3 – Pvt. Jasper A. Kingham, Sweetwater OK, reported as 
wounded severely. 
 
“Orange and Black” (Sweetwater OK) Saturday 12 Oct 1918 p 4 and Saturday 19 Oct 1918 p 1 –
Jasper Kingham of Stillwater OK is reported as missing in action. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Lived in New Mexico for a time. His Veterans Administration Master Index card places him there; 
his oldest child is born there in Dec 1923. Jasper is appointed postmaster of Cabezon, Sandoval 
NM on 27 May 1927. 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 440-22-0843    
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 census Township 6-7S, Ranges 7-8E, (that part not in the Choctaw Nation)  Cumberland & Silo 
towns, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory [later Oklahoma] 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WJQ-
9WJ?i=2&cc=1325221&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMSRP-RYN 
Frank Kingham, 23 IL, Apr 1877, parents b. England, married 9 years, farmer 
Valaria N., 24 IA, Oct 1876, parents b. VT, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
James R., 8 Indian Territory, Dec 1892 
Jasper A., 7 Indian Territory, Aug 1893 
Henry L., 4 Indian Territory, Sep 1896 
Melvin E., 1 Indian Territory, Feb 1899 
& boarder William Carter, 21 TX, Oct 1879, farm laborer 
 
1910 Meridian, Roger Mills Co. OK 
Frank Kingham, 43 IL, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, farmer, home farm 
Nancy V., 43 IA, parents b. VT, in 1st marriage, house keeping, at home, gave birth to 8 children, 6 
are living 
Jasper A., 16 OK, farmer, home farm 
Lewis H., 13 OK,, farmer, home farm 
Melvin E., 11 OK, farmer, home farm 
Rufus F., 9 OK, farmer, home farm 
Oliver E., 7 OK, farmer, home farm 
 
1920 Meridian, Roger Mills Co. OK – Section Line Road 
Frank Kingham, 52 IL, parents b. England, farmer & stockman 
Nancy, 53 IA, parents b. VT 
James H., 28 OK, farmer, general farm 
Jasper A., 26 OK, farmer, farm labor 
Lewis H., 23 OK, farm labor 
Melvin E., 20 OK, farm labor 
Oliver O., 17 OK, farm labor 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WJQ-9WJ?i=2&cc=1325221&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMSRP-RYN
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WJQ-9WJ?i=2&cc=1325221&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMSRP-RYN
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Myrtle Stickney, 13 OK, father b. MA, mother b. US [niece] 
Arby Lee Stickney, 11 OK, father b. MA, mother b. US [nephew] 
Nettie V. Stickney, 8 OK, father b. MA, mother b. US [niece] 
Frankie F., 7 OK, father b. MA, mother b. US [niece 
[census taker misspells niece as neice] 
i 
1930 Meridian, Roger Mills Co. OK 
Jasper A. Kingham, 36 OK, father b. IL, mother b. IA, age 28 at 1st marriage, laborer, farm, WWI 
veteran 
Zella L., 27 OK, parents b. MO 
Amellia S., 6 NM 
Doyle V., 2 OK 
 
1940 Berlin, Roger Mills Co. OK – same house in 1935 
Jasper A.T. Kingham, 46 OK, farmer, farm 
Zella L., 37 OK 
Amelia S., 16 NM 
Doyle V., 12 OK 
Helen L., 6 OK 
 
 


