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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

King, Nera Don 
1893 KS – 1947 KS 

 
 

 
Nera Don King – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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“Western Star (Coldwater KS) Friday 29 Mar 1918 p 8 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/421078915/?terms=%22nera%20don%20king%22&match=
1 
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German submarine on February 5; he was among the fortunate ones who escaped drowning and 

who was rescued on the west coast of Ireland. 
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“Western Star” (Coldwater KS) Friday 4 Oct 1918 p 5 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/421080351/ 
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“Coldwater (KS) Talisman” Thursday 31 Oct 1918 p 1 



12 
 

 

 
 

 



13 
 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2955/images/40851_620305176_0899-
00580?pId=27101 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2955/images/40851_620305176_0899-00580?pId=27101
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2955/images/40851_620305176_0899-00580?pId=27101
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZQG-
J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQR32-XG2M 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZQG-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQR32-XG2M
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZQG-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQR32-XG2M
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News from Camp Travis, Waco TX – “Harper County Journal” (Buffalo OK) Friday 11 Jan 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Coldwater (KS) Talisman” Thursday 22 Aug 1918 p 1 
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“Dodge City (KS) Daily Globe” Friday 25 Oct 1918 p 3 
 

 
“Protection (KS) Post” Thursday 31 Oct 1918 p 4 
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The “Dutch” enemy are the “Deutsch” (Germans) – “Buffalo (OK) Republican” Thursday 23 Jan 
1919 p 1 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/586054881/?terms=%22nera%20d%20king%22&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/586054881/?terms=%22nera%20d%20king%22&match=1
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“Coldwater (KS) Talisman” Thursday 9 Jan 1919 p 7 
 

 
“Harper County Journal” (Buffalo OK) Friday 11 Apr 1919 p 3 
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Marriage of Nera Dona King & Helen Roehr – “Protection (KS) Post” Thursday 11 Nov 1920 p 1 –  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/421094448/?article=5d187855-ca01-4f42-8a9f-
ee59112822ee&focus=0.49582806,0.38146147,0.6425599,0.5248513&xid=3398  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/421094448/?article=5d187855-ca01-4f42-8a9f-ee59112822ee&focus=0.49582806,0.38146147,0.6425599,0.5248513&xid=3398
https://www.newspapers.com/image/421094448/?article=5d187855-ca01-4f42-8a9f-ee59112822ee&focus=0.49582806,0.38146147,0.6425599,0.5248513&xid=3398
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Obituary of wife Helen Anna Roehr King – “Wichita (KS) Eagle” Monday 21 Sep 1987 p 16 
 

 
Brother James? – “Dodge City (KS) Globe” Thursday 4 Aug 1904 p 8 
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Obituary of brother Robert Frank King – “Harper County Journal” (Buffalo OK) Thursday 16 Jan 1947 

p 6 
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Marriage of sister Louie Verta King to Jesse Black Poulton – “Western Star” (Coldwater KS) Saturday 

11 Dec 1897 p 4 
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Marriage of brother Foy Edward King to Gertrude Evans on 24 Dec 1916 in Olathe, Johnson KS – 

“Atchison (KS) Weekly Globe” Thursday 1 Mar 1917 p 6 
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Brother Foy Edward King was employed at the Kingan meat plant in 1942 when he registered for the 

WWII draft – “Orlando (FL) Sentinel” Thursday 12 Jul 1951 p 9 
 

   
Left: Daughter Neva Pauline King Brown Markham - https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L2WH-

8L6/neva-pauline-king-1924-2010  - son Richard Keith King – Find A Grave 125596443 
 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L2WH-8L6/neva-pauline-king-1924-2010
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L2WH-8L6/neva-pauline-king-1924-2010
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Left: Sister Effie Beatrice King McBride - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/6002498/person/6787139828/media/f65de0b6-4113-48b9-8c0e-4e1c2cd2e268 - 
Right: Effie with her husband George Wadoms McBride - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/33560967/person/18517505075/media/89998467-dab5-44d0-83e9-
5041e70180ae?_phsrc=hFB22303&_phstart=successSource  
 

  
Obituary of sister Ada’s 1st husband (?), John S. Gilkison – “Kanopolis (KS) Journal” Thursday 25 Feb 
1909 p 5 
 
 
Name: Nera Don King 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6002498/person/6787139828/media/f65de0b6-4113-48b9-8c0e-4e1c2cd2e268
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6002498/person/6787139828/media/f65de0b6-4113-48b9-8c0e-4e1c2cd2e268
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/33560967/person/18517505075/media/89998467-dab5-44d0-83e9-5041e70180ae?_phsrc=hFB22303&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/33560967/person/18517505075/media/89998467-dab5-44d0-83e9-5041e70180ae?_phsrc=hFB22303&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/33560967/person/18517505075/media/89998467-dab5-44d0-83e9-5041e70180ae?_phsrc=hFB22303&_phstart=successSource


28 
 

 

Name variations: Don King, Donnie King 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private   
Serial number:  251,471 
Entered service from:  Buffalo, Harper OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Nera D. King  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother R.F. King,  Buffalo OK 
Returned from war on:  Leviathan" Dec 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Nera D. King 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Robert F. King, Coldwater KS (pvt, Co. F, 165th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Nera Don King (indexed as Wera Dan) - b. 9 Jan 1893 
Comanche KS; res: Charleston, Harper OK. Farming for self, farm near Charleston KS. 
Single. Claimed exemption from draft: “physical disability” – medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Coldwater KS 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Nera Don King - b. 9 Jan 1893 Comanche City KS; res: 
Coldwater, Comanche KS. NOK Frank King, Buffalo OK. Self-employed at Coldwater, 
Comanche KS. Card signed N.D. King. Height: 5’10 ½” – weight: 176 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 9 Sep 1917 
Discharged 3 Jan 1919 
Address:  Coldwater KS 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. 4, 2nd Battalion, 164th Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Jan 1893 Coldwater, Comanche City KS (born on the day his mother died)  
Died: 17 Jun 1947 Coldwater, Comanche KS (at his home, of cancer)  
Find A Grave record:  68917479, presence on Tuscania indicted in flower   
Burial location:  Coldwater, Comanche KS 
Cemetery:  Crown Hill 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma Pvt 165 Inf 42 Div WWI  
    
 
Father:  Robert (“Bob”) King, 22 Aug 1847 Estill Co. KY – 4 Sep 1936 Comanche Co. KS. Son of Allen 
King & Margaret Duncan Cooper (according to Find A Grave) or Samuel King & Rachel Margaret 
Lowe (according to an Ancestry.com family tree). Buried in Avilla Cemetery, Protection, Comanche 
KS.  
Find A Grave:  68917479 
 
Mother:  Nancy D. Jarnigan King, 16 Nov 1859 Ohio Co. KY – 9 Jan 1893 Comanche Co. KS. Daughter 
of William Howard Jarnigan & Mary Bell Jones. Although obituaries place Robert & Nancy in Avilla 
Cemetery, her Find A Grave record notes she also has a tombstone in Crown Hill Cemetery next to 
her son, Nera. Died from complications of childbirth; died the day Nera was born. Buried in Avilla 
Cemetery, Protection, Comanche KS – or – Crown Hill Cemetery, Coldwater, Comanche KS. 
Find A Grave:  68652188 (Avilla) and 141861858 (Crown Hill) 
Parents’ marriage:  11 Nov 1875 McLean Co. KY 
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Spouse:  Helen Anna Roehr King,  23 Jul 1901 Bushton, Rice KS – 20 Sep 1987 Coldwater, 
Comanche KS. Daughter of Henry E. Roehr (1876 WI – 1950) & Lillie A. Charles (1876 IL – 1954). Her 
parents came in a covered wagon to Comanche Co. KS in 1913, settling on land 6 miles northwest 
of Coldwater. She had 9 siblings. After Nera’s death, she became a practical nurse, even delivering 
babies if necessary. When Comanche Hospital opened 14 Aug 1950 she began working the night 
shift there. She retired 1 Dec 1971, the only hospital employee who had worked there since it 
opened. Buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, Coldwater, Comanche KS. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  68917443 
Marriage:  3 Nov 1920 Greensburg, Kiowa KS. Officiant was probate judge A.N. Reed. They had a 
double wedding ceremony, with Maude Winn marrying William C. Butler.  
 
Children: 

• Herbert Floyd King, 31 Jul 1921 Coldwater, Comanche KS – 13 Oct 1997 St. Petersburg, 
Pinellas FL. Served in US Air Force in WWII. Buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, Coldwater, 
Comanche KS. F: 68917702 

• Neva Pauline King Brown Markham, 20 Jan 1924 Coldwater, Comanche KS – 17 Jun 2010 
Wilmore, Comanche KS. Married 12 Apr 1943 to Joseph August Brown (1922-1995, F: 
51471871). He is buried with his wife Dolores Elaine Wampole (1937-2018) whom Joseph 
married in 1979. Neva & Joseph had a son, Joseph A. Brown III. – Resident of Coffeyville KS 
in Jun 1947. - Married Amos Edward (“Bud”) Markham (1934-1991, F: 49133136) in 1970. – 
Died at Lakewood Senior Living of Pratt. Buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, Coldwater, 
Comanche KS. F: 130305091  

• Nada Darlene King Hilt, 28 Mar 1931 KS - . Resident of Coldwater KS in Jun 1947. With 
surname Hilt, resident of Coldwater KS in Mar 2014.  

• Richard Keith (“Rich”) King, 21 Nov 1932 Coldwater, Comanche KS – 5 Mar 2015 Wichita, 
Sedgwick KS. Married in Buttermilk, Comanche KS on 1 Jan 1953 to Paula Arnette McCay 
(1934-2004, F: 68917096). Lived in WY, Pueblo CO & OK before returning to Coldwater KS, 
where he had been born on a farm, in 1973. Served in the US Army in the Korean War from 
1951-1951. Rancher & cowboy; owner/operator of King’s Boot Repair (Coldwater KS). 
Buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, Coldwater, Comanche KS. F: 125596443 

 
Siblings:  Nera was the youngest of 8 children. His mother Nancy died on the day he was born. 

• Louie Verta (“Lou”) King Poulton, 27 Nov 1875 KY – 23 Sep 1899 Comanche Co. KS. Married 
6 Dec 1897 in Comanche Co. KS to Jesse Black Poulton (1869 IL – 1930 KS). Buried with her 
infant son (F: 68843613), who died the same day. Buried in Avilla Cemetery, Protection, 
Comanche KS. F: 68843591 

• James P. King, Aug 1876 (or 1875?) KY – 3 Aug 1904 Comanche Co. KS. The 1880 census 
records him as James P. King, age 5. But appears to be from Ancestry.com & obituary James 
N. (“Bud”) King, 1874 KY – 1904 Bucklin, Ford KS. Husband of Ella B. Baker (1872-1960, F: 
21542940), daughter of Andrew & Martha Baker, whom he married 11 May 1896 in 
Comanche Co. KS. The Baker family is the 1900 census entry prior to the entry of James N. 
(25 KY, Aug 1874) & wife Ella B. (28 KS, Jun 1872) & sons Roy (3 KS, Feb 1897 & Lee (2 KS, 
May 1898) in Valley, Comanche KS where James is a farmer.  In his death notice, James is 
listed as the father of 4 children. Buried in Protection Cemetery, Protection, Comanche KS. 
F: 21542947 
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• Effie Beatrice King McBride, 30 Mar 1878 Hartford, Ohio Co. KY – 15 Mar 1961 Los Angeles 
Co. CA. – Effie married George Wadoms McBride (1876-1939) on 30 Sep 1897 in Wichita, 
Sedgwick KS. - In the 1910 census, Effie (32 KY, parents b. KY) lived with husband George 
McBride (33 OH, father b. OH, mother b. MD), their 2 daughters & 1 son in Odee, Meade KS. 
They had been married 12 years; Effie had given birth to 3 children, 3 of whom were living. - 
Resident of Los Angeles CA in Jun 1947.  

• Rufus Andrew King, 10 Oct 1880 Buford, Ohio Co. KY – 22 Nov 1939 Coldwater, Comanche 
KS. Husband of Pauline Harriet Saunders (1889-1971, F: 14107313) whom he married in 
1914. Pauline later married Simon Hayes (1874-1955) & is buried with him. – In 1915, Rufus 
becomes a lumberyard manager in Grenville, Union NM; he visits from Grenville NM in Feb 
1923 when his father is ill. - Rufus is buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, Coldwater, Comanche 
KS. F: 68917611 

• Robert Frank King, May 1883 KY – 8 Jan 1947 Buffalo, Beckham (Harper?) OK. Married Reba 
W. Graham (1889-1984) on 24 May 1908 in Buffalo OK. A resident of Buffalo OK in 
WWI.Buried in High Point Cemetery, Buffalo, Harper OK according to his obituary but not on 
Find A Grave as of 8 Jun 2021 (cemetery is 61% photographed).  

• Ada D. King Gilkison Kearns, Mar 1885 KS – 1960 Pratt Co. KS. Resident of Hopewell KS in 
Jun 1947.  – Married 19 Jun 1907 in CA to John S. Gilkison (also found as Gilkinson). “Los 
Angeles (CA) Evening Post” Wednesday 19 Jun 1907 – marriage license: John S. Gilkinson, 
40 & Ada D. King, 22, both of Los Angeles CA. They had a daughter Edna Grace Gilkison 
(later Mrs. Benjamin Hodson Jr.), born 9 Aug 1908 Kanopolis, Ellsworth KS & died 12 Feb 
1997. John Gilkison, 28 Jan 1867 OH – 19 Feb 1909 KS, is buried in Buckeye Cemetery, 
Kanopolis, Ellsworth KS, F: 59344479.  – Married 13 Mar 1912 to Amos Moody Kearns (1880-
1947, F: 10704939). “Kinsley (KS) Graphic” Thursday 21 Mar 1912 p 6 – A.M. Kearns & Mrs. 
Ada Gilkinson, both of Haviland KS, were married by Judge Blanchard at the courthouse on 
Wednesday last week. -  Buried in Hopewell Cemetery, Hopewell, Pratt KS. F: 10704937 

• Foy Edward King, 15 Feb 1890 (also found as 1889) Coldwater, Comanche KS – 27 Aug 1960 
Polk Co. FL. Husband of Gertrude Evans (1890-1981). Resident of Indianapolis, Marion IN 
when he registered for the WWII draft (1942). Resident of Bartow FL in Jun 1947. Buried in 
Wildwood Cemetery, Bartow, Polk FL. F: 37741291 

 
 
Notes:  https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/L6QH-BDR  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Although he claimed on his WWI draft registration on 5 Jun 1917 that he had a “physical disability,” 
Nera went to war anyway. 
 
Nera said he was in a life raft with 30 others for several hours before they were rescued. 
 
Wounded 16 Jul 1918 at Champagne, Marne, France, being gassed & wounded in the chest. As of 
29 Aug 1918 he still had shrapnel in his lung; doctors were debating about removing it. By 17 Sep 
1918 Nera reported home that a bullet had been taken out of his lung the previous week. On 5 Oct 
1918 he was still hospitalized, but doing K.P. duty in the kitchen.   

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/L6QH-BDR
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He was wounded again on 12 Oct 1918. 
“Miami (OK) Daily Record-Herald” Tuesday 29 Oct 1918 p 2 – Pvt. Nera D. King, Buffalo OK, 
wounded severely 
 
Post-war: 
 
In 1936 Nera & his family moved into the town of Coldwater KS from the farm.  
 
At the time of his death, Nera was the owner/operator of a recreation parlor where he did not allow 
profanity, gambling or drinking. He was a member of the American Legion & VFW of Coldwater.  
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Bartlett, Ohio Co. KY 
Robert King, 31 KY, farm land, parents b. TN 
Nancy D., 21 IN, keeping house, parents b. KY 
James P., 5 KY, at home 
Luverta V., 3 KY, at home 
Effie B., 2 KY, at home 
 
1900 Alva, Woods KS 
Robert King, 53 KY, Mar 1847, widow, parents’ birthplaces unknown, day labor 
Ruphus P., 19 KY, Apr 1881 
Frank R., 17 KY, May 1883 
Foi E., 10 KS, Feb 1890 
Nero D., 8 NS, Jan 1892 
[for the sons: father b. KY, mother’s birthplace unknown] 
 
1910 Sitka, Clark KS – appears to be him, but parents’ birthplaces are wrong 
Donnie P. King, 17 KS, single, father b. OH, mother b. IL, servant, farm laborer, general farm 
On farm of: 
Phillip V. Randall, 31 IA & wife Sibyl L. Randall, 22 IL & their infant daughter 
 
1905 KS state census – Comanche Co. – as of 1 Mar 1905 
Frank King, 21 
Foy King, 14 
Don King, 12 
 
1920 Coldwater, Comanche KS 
Donnie King, 27 KS, single, parents b. IN, hired man, laborer, farm 
On farm of: 
Perry A. Johnston (58 OH) & Mary M. Johnston (48 IA), the son (18) & daughter (16), farmer, general 
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1925 KS state census – Avilla, Comanche KS 
Don King, 32 KS, farmer, farm 
Helen, KS, housewife 
Herbert, KS 
Neva, KS 
[the ages for Helen, Herbert  & Neva – which are on the next page after Don’s entry – are 
obscured/faint. A “3” can be read after Helen & Herbert, but not the initial number. 
 
1930 Coldwater, Comanche KS 
N.D. King, 37 KS, father b. KY, mother b. IN, age 27 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farm, WWI 
veteran 
Helen A., 28 KS, father b. WI, mother b. US, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Herbert, 8 KS 
Neva, 6 KS 
& father-in-law Henry Rohr, 53 WI, parents b. US 
 
1940 Coldwater, Comanche KS – in east Comanche Co. in 1935 
N.D. King, 47 KS, farmer 
Helen, 38 KS 
Neva, 16 KS 
Darlene, 9 KS 
Richard, 7 KS 
& father-in-law H.E. Raehr, 63 WI, city marshall, city 
 


