
1 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

King, James Asher 
1894 MT – 1975 OR 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 11 
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“Bismarck (ND) Tribune” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” 16 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

     
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 29 Aug 1927 p 5 
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Marriage of James Asher King, age 32, 1st marriage, to Mary Ruth Waldron, age 25, 2nd 
marriage – on 23 Nov 1927 in Portland, Multnomah OR -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610
_0337-01566?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB22248&usePUBJs=true&pId=121981201  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0337-01566?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB22248&usePUBJs=true&pId=121981201
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0337-01566?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB22248&usePUBJs=true&pId=121981201
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Left; Mrs. James A. King of Sheridan OR, treasurer of the Oregon Congress of Parents & 
Teachers – “Bend (OR) Bulletin” Tuesday 22 Apr 1958 p 1 – Center: “Medford (OR) Mail 
Tribune” Sunday 26 Apr 1953 p 18 – vice president, Section 10, Oregon Congress of Parents 
& Teachers – Right: “Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Friday 16 Mar 1962 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/82662/person/182002036071/media/ca1b7710-ca80-4c40-
9ebb-40dd288d42b4?_phsrc=hFB22248&usePUBJs=true  
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/82662/person/182002036071/media/1cd6f2a5-bb03-4d85-
98d4-d3be6ee55434?_phsrc=hFB22248&usePUBJs=true 
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Accidental death of mother Lillian Weaver King Nordeman/Mann – “Los Angeles Times” 19 
Nov 1953 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/88e23ab6-9d2a-49e1-9d25-
bb1dfa8e3bc3?_phsrc=hFB22257&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Death of mother – “Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” 27 Nov 1953 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/4fa0e2af-25a0-4e73-a71b-
984bd6f6ed2c?_phsrc=hFB22260&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/88e23ab6-9d2a-49e1-9d25-bb1dfa8e3bc3?_phsrc=hFB22257&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/88e23ab6-9d2a-49e1-9d25-bb1dfa8e3bc3?_phsrc=hFB22257&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/88e23ab6-9d2a-49e1-9d25-bb1dfa8e3bc3?_phsrc=hFB22257&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/4fa0e2af-25a0-4e73-a71b-984bd6f6ed2c?_phsrc=hFB22260&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/4fa0e2af-25a0-4e73-a71b-984bd6f6ed2c?_phsrc=hFB22260&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/4fa0e2af-25a0-4e73-a71b-984bd6f6ed2c?_phsrc=hFB22260&_phstart=successSource
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“Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 20 May 1915 p 8  - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/98f9d0a7-0504-49a4-961f-
9c7060bd56e9?_phsrc=hFB22261&_phstart=successSource and 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/348987553/?terms=%22james%20william%20king
%22%20nordeman&match=1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/98f9d0a7-0504-49a4-961f-9c7060bd56e9?_phsrc=hFB22261&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/98f9d0a7-0504-49a4-961f-9c7060bd56e9?_phsrc=hFB22261&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/180028871136/media/98f9d0a7-0504-49a4-961f-9c7060bd56e9?_phsrc=hFB22261&_phstart=successSource
https://www.newspapers.com/image/348987553/?terms=%22james%20william%20king%22%20nordeman&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/348987553/?terms=%22james%20william%20king%22%20nordeman&match=1
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Then again, the next day William King changes his story about his wife, who will marry 
Philip Nordeman, however – “Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 21 May 1915 p 4 
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“Design from Door Knob” - “Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 18 Jan 1917 p 3 
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From the U of MT student newspaper, “Montana Kaiman” 26 Oct 1916 p 1-  
 

 
From the U of MT student newspaper, “Montana Kaiman” 8 Jan 1918 p 4 - 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1444&context=studentnewspa
perhttps://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=studentnew
spaper 
 

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1444&context=studentnewspaperhttps://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=studentnewspaper
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1444&context=studentnewspaperhttps://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=studentnewspaper
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1444&context=studentnewspaperhttps://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=studentnewspaper
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Page 4: 
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U of MT student newspaper, “Montana Kaiman” 15 Feb 1918 p 1, continued on p 4 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1454&context=studentnewspa
per  

  

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1454&context=studentnewspaper
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1454&context=studentnewspaper
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 1 Feb 1917 p 
1https://www.newspapers.com/image/348996838/?terms=%22james%20a%20king%22&
match=1  
 

 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” 15 Feb 1918 p 10 
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Was the devout woman believer James’s mother Pauline Weaver King? “Daily Missoulian 

(Missoula MT) Thursday 26 Nov 1914 p 5 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/168547410/?terms=nordeman%20missoula&match

=1 
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Stepfather Philip Nordeman – “Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 8 Dec 1914 p 3 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/168553867/?terms=nordeman%20missoula&match
=1 
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MT birth record of sister Ruth Marie King 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/61591_1220706333_1
092-00016?pId=123103  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/61591_1220706333_1092-00016?pId=123103
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/61591_1220706333_1092-00016?pId=123103
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1193/images/30627_151177-
00488?pId=4512615 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2157/images/41661_320214636_000
7-00533?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=85103  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5QD-L518  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DCK9-
S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPY5-CHYF   
 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) – Friday 17 May 1918 p 2 
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Sister Naomi Julia King Grantz – Find A Grave 176602492 
 

  
Errors in the obituary of his sister Naomi Julia King Deardorff Grantz: her father was William King & 
her mother’s unmarried surname was Weaver, her married surname Mann. “Reno (NV) Gazette-
Journal” 1 Jun 1999 p 17 
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Death of brother Paul Samson King, 1932 – “Coos Bay (OR) Time” Monday 8 Feb 1932 p 1 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82662/person/182002022961/media/14230dec-a462-4710-8d7b-
cf68747eb133 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/182002022961/media/14230dec-a462-4710-8d7b-cf68747eb133
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/182002022961/media/14230dec-a462-4710-8d7b-cf68747eb133
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82662/person/182002022961/media/14230dec-a462-4710-8d7b-cf68747eb133
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Death certificate of brother Paul Samson King – Find A Grave 226083742 
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Obituary of father James William King – “Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 28 Mar 1954 p 
9 
 
 
Name: James Asher King 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,552 
Entered service from:  Denver, Denver CO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James Asher King 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Pauline Lillian Marderman, 1415 Fox St., Denver CO 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James A. King 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Pauline Nordeman, 609 Osceola St., Denver 
CO (PFC, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as James Asher King - b. 16 Dec 1894 Missoula MT; res: 
437 N. 2nd St., Missoula, Missoula MT. Single. Clerk, US government, Missoula MT. Single, 
with dependent brother. Medium height, slender build. Registered on 4 Jun 1917, one day 
before national registration day. 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 200 Phoenix Bldg., Portland OR 
World War II draft registration (1942): as James Asher King - b. 16 Dec 1894 Missoula MT; res: 
1606 NE Buffalo St., Portland, Multnomah OR. NOK Mrs. Mary R. King, same address. Has 
own business at that address. Height: 5’8” – 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged 10 Jun 1919 
Address:  163 – 1st St., Portland, Multnomah OR 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 16 Dec 1894 Missoula, Missoula MT  
Died: 20 Apr 1975 Portland, Multnomah OR  
Find A Grave record:  probably Finley-Sunset Hills Memorial, along with his wife  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  James William King, 24 Apr 1870 Sweet Chalybeate [also known as Red Sweet Springs], 
Alleghany VA – 27 Mar 1954 Superior, Mineral MT. Son of James Alpheas King & Elizabeth Jane 
Smith. 
James Asher King was the son of James William King by his 1st wife, Pauline Lillian Weaver. 
In Oct 1938 in Superior, Mineral MT, James married Alice Berneice Stone, 23 Jan 1881 Tontogany, 
Wood OH – 4 Nov 1969. She was the daughter of Alice is buried in Wasatch Lawn Memorial Park, 
Millcreek, Salt Lake Co. UT, F: 121030866. She had a daughter Madelyn Calkins (later Yensen) by 
her 1st husband, Robert Calkins, whom she married in 1913 in Toledo OH. He died in 1959, so they 
were obviously divorced, but she is buried as Calkins.  
In 1943 in Superior, Mineral MT, James married Julia Brassow, 3 Jul 1876 Middlebury, Addison VT – 
16 Dec 1965 Superior, Mineral MT. She is buried in Missoula Cemetery, Missoula, Missoula MT. F: 
84561698.  
James is buried in Missoula Cemetery, Missoula, Missoula MT. 
Find A Grave:  84561696 
 
Mother:  Pauline Lillian Weaver King Nordeman/Mann, 14 Jul 1871 Graves Co. KY – 19 Nov 1953 Los 
Angeles Co. CA. Daughter of Asher Joseph Weaver & Harriet Jane Stone. CA Death Index lists her 
surname as Mann. As a pedestrian, she was hit by a car. 
Her second husband was Philip Adolph David Nordeman (5 May 1885 Stockholm, Sweden – 19 Jan 
1964 Los Angeles Co. CA).  Pauline married Philip Nordeman on 24 Sep 1915 in Denver, Denver CO. 
When Philip registered for the WWI draft (1917), he lived with Mrs. Lilly Mann at 315 – 23rd St., 
Denver CO & was a baggageman for the Union Pacific Railroad Co. He was an alien, non-declarant. 
He registered on 12 Sep 1918. 
Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. 
Find A Grave:  58385165 
Parents’ marriage:  in 1894. James filed for divorce on 20 May 1915 in MT, charging Pauline with 
desertion & being unfaithful with Philip Nordeman, who had come to Missoula MT in 1914 claiming 
he could talk to God and who started a temple. He did not dispute custody of their 6 children 
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(although they had 7 of them). The next day, the same newspaper has James declaring his 
attorneys misunderstood him, that Pauline was not unfaithful. But on 24 Sep 1915 in Denver, 
Denver CO Pauline married Philip Adolph David Nordeman (1885-1964).  
 
Spouse:  Mary Ruth Waldron Sihler King, 5 Jun 1902 Sioux City, Woodbury IA – 1 Apr 1977 
Multnomah Co. OR. Daughter of Harry Jerome Waldron & Pearl Craven. Mary Ruth Waldron 
had obtained a marriage license with Carl A. Sihler, 67 E. 11th St., legal age; she was a 
resident of 411 Hall St. “Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Thursday 23 Jun 1921 p 18. 
She reports on her marriage license with James King that it is her 2nd marriage.  
Her brother was Harry Waldron (1898 MO – 1984 OR, F: 30870789).  
Buried in Finley-Sunset Hills Memorial Park, Portland, Multnomah OR but not on Find A 
Grave as of 7 Jun 2021. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: Engaged Aug 1927. Married 23 Nov 1927  
 
Children: 

• Infant boy King, b. & d. ca. 1930 (according to an Ancestry.com family tree 
• William J. King. Listed as son in his mother’s obituary. 

 
Siblings:  James was the oldest child. 

• Dora Hetty King Robinson Gray Emery, 16 Aug 1896 Quartz, Mineral MT – 20 Mar 1964 Los 
Angeles Co. CA. 562-42-2022. Married to Fred LeRoy Robinson (1898-1973 on 22 Sep 1933 
in Los Angeles Co. CA by whom she had 2 sons. – Married on 7 Jul 1938 in Los Angeles Co. 
CA to Harry A. Gray. Her stepfather Philip Nordemann [sic] was 1 of the witnesses. In the 
1940 census for Montebello, Los Angeles CA, Harry A. Gray (52 ND), Dora (43 MT) & Harry’s 
stepsons, George V. (19) & Fred A. (15) Robinson, live at 4539 E. 6th St. He may be the Harry 
A. Gray, b. 31 Oct 1888 – 5 Jan 1970 CA. - Married 20 Jul 1952 to Esco Elmer Emery (1888-
1972). – CA Death Index records her surname as Gray.  

• Paul Samson King, 8 Mar 1902 MT – 6 Feb 1932 Brookings, Curry OR. He was driving his car 
without lights following a car driven by Jack Clark, who had lights. Paul lagged behind the 
Clark car and so missed the curve taken by Clark & his car plunged down an embankment, 
overturning twice. He died en route to a hospital in Brookings OR. Buried in Smith River 
Cemetery, Smith River, Del Norte CA. F: 226083742 

• Naomi Julia Deardorff Grantz, 18 Aug 1904 Missoula, Missoula MT – 29 May 1999 
Winnemucca, Humboldt NV. Died at Humboldt General Hospital in Winnemucca NV. First 
married to Frank Edward Deardorff (1892 CA – 1948 CA, F: 176768488) in Sep 1924 
(although no record has been found for this date & he was unsuccessfully, it appeared, 
trying to divorce his 1st wife. Edward had previously been married, on 24 May 1913 in 
Tucson, Pima AZ to Anita C. Leyva (1893-1963).  Edward & Anita had 3 children, born 1914 
to 1918. His unsuccessful divorce actions against Anita were filed in 1921, 1922, 1927 & 
1929. The divorce was granted in Maricopa Co. AZ on 22 Sep 1939. - Second husband was 
Leon Walter Richard Grantz (1905-1986) whom she married 16 Jan 1949 in Winnemucca, 
Humboldt NV . Moved to Winnemucca NV in 1950, coming from Torrance CA. Had worked 
as a clerk for the state of NV. Survived by a daughter Laura (1928); son Paul Deardorff 
(1926) preceded her in death. Cremated. F: 176602492 

• Mark King, 2 Jan 1907 Missoula, Missoula MT – 14 Jan 1907 Missoula, Missoula MT. 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Tuesday 15 Jan 1907 p 11 – the 11-day-old son of Mr. & Mrs. J.W. 
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Wing died at his home, 1101 Vine St., Missoula MT. Buried in Missoula Cemetery, Missoula, 
Missoula MT. F: 84561702 

• Ruth (Beulah? Marie?) King Livesay Pasternack, 3 Dec 1910 Missoula, Missoula MT – 6 Feb 
1995 Portland, Multnomah OR. In the 1920 census, she is listed as Ruth Nordeman. 
Attended schools in Portland OR & was the 1st girl to join the Jefferson High School band. 
She represented the state of OR in a 38-state band that played the “Stars & Stripes Forever” 
under the direction of John Philip Sousa. - Married on 7 May 1933 in Multnomah Co. OR to 
Charles Wallace Livesay (1909-1995). -  On 21 Jun 1964 in Portland, Multnomah OR, Ruth 
Livesay married William Pasternack (also identified as in her obituary as Howard) 
Pasternack died in 1975. William, the son of Israel Pasternack, had been born 1897 in 
Russia & was a salesman; divorced. - Employed as a secretary at several Portland OR 
churches. Moved to Vancouver WA in 1993. Died in a Portland nursing home. Survived by a 
son & daughter. Burial place unknown. F: 176769588 

• Arthur Silas King, 11 Jun 1912 Missoula, Missoula MT – 30 Sep1984 Whittier, Los Angeles 
CA.  SSN 430-07-6018. In the 1920 census he is listed as Arthur Nordeman. He attended 
Belmont High School in Los Angeles in 1931 using the name Arthur Nordeman. Husband of 
Kristine Marie Nielsen (1914 CA – 1999 CA), daughter of Laurits Theodore Nielsen & 
Johanna Jorgensen, whom he married 2 Sep 1939 in Orange Co. CA. On his WWII (1942) 
draft registration, Arthur & Kristine lived at 4055 S. Denker Ave., Los Angeles CA.  

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Bismarck (ND) Tribune" 6 Feb 1918 p 1 - father W.J. King of Missoula receives word that 
James is in the hospital & survived (father lived on Montana Ave., Missoula)  
 
“Casper (WY) Star-Tribune” 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: James Asher King, 1415 
Fox St., Denver CO.  
"Daily Missoulian" (Missoula MT) 15 Feb 1918 p 1 -  parents got postcard he was safe with 
the "nullifying" accompanying letter so not sure, he age 23, Missoula HS graduate, at U of 
MT active in art work, created Missoula slogan "Together We Will"  
 
"Billings [MT] Gazette" 16 Feb 1918 p 1 – at firstt his father J.W. King was told by the War 
Dept. son James Asher was dead, but now the Committee on Public Information sent 
notice he had survived 
 
Post-war: 
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His company James King Co. (www.jameskingco.com) is in operation at 19939 SW Cipole Rd., 
Sherwood OR as of Jun 2021. 
 
 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Tuesday 22 Apr 1958 p 1 – Mrs. James King is the treasurer of the OR Congress 
of Parents & Teachers. 
 
“Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Thursday 27 Apr 1961 p 11 – Mrs. James King of Sherwood OR is 
president of the OR Congress of Parents & Teachers, a member of the Tualatin Grade School PTA & 
a former member of the Sherwood Union High School board. 
 
“Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Friday 16 Mar 1962 p 13 – Mrs. James King of Tualatin OR was named 
the 1962 Oregon Education Association Citizen of the Year. She is president of the OR Congress of 
Parents & Teachers & a member of the Tualatin School Board. 
 
“Salem (OR) Captain Journal” Wednesday 22 May 1974 p 14 – in the OR gubernatorial race, one of 
the major contributors to Republican candidate Clay Myers are Mr. & Mrs. James King of Tualatin 
OR. 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Missoula, Missoula MT – Toole Ave. 
James W. King, 39 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage [no occupation listed] 
Pauline L., 38 KY, parents b. KY, in 1st marriage, give birth to 8 children, 8 are living [according to 
index summary, but both numbers are illegible] 
James A., 15 MT 
Dora H., 13 MT 
Paul S., 8 MT 
Neoma J., 8 MT 
& 8 male lodgers, ages 20 to 50, most of whom work for the railroad 
 
1920 Denver, Denver CO – 609 Osceola St. 
Phillip A. Nordeman, 34 Sweden, truckman, railroad, emigrated 1910, naturalized 
Pauline L., 34 KY, parents b. KY [she is listed as an alient] 
Ruth B., 9 MT, father b. Sweden, mother b. KY 
Silas A., 7 MT, father b. Sweden, mother b. KY 
[this records Ruth B. & Silas A. Nordeman as the children of Phillip & Pauline Nordeman] 
 
1930 Portland, Multnomah OR – 1448 E. 17th St. – living with his wife & in-laws 
Harry J. Waldron, Sr., 66 MI, parents b. NY, age 35 at 1st marriage, salesman, engraving firm 
Pearl Waldron, 63 MO, father b. MO, mother b. KY, age 29 at 1st marriage 
James A. King, 34 MT, father b. MT, mother b. MO, age 32 at 1st marriage, proprietor, engraving firm, 
WWI veteran [son-in-law] 
Mary R. King, 27 IA, parents b. MO, age 25 at 1st marriage [daughter] 

http://www.jameskingco.com/
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1940 Portland, Multnomah OR – 1606 NE Buffalo St. – same house in 1935 
James A. King, 46 MT, salesman, fire extinguishers 
Mary R., 38 IA 
 
 


