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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kilgore, Leon J. 
1891 MI – 1975 WA 

 
 

 



2 
 

 

 
Leon J. Kilgore – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Leon J. Kilgore – WWI - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/33fcc582-9b1e-46e7-8182-
fd844eb450aa?_phtarg=hFB21929  
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Leon J. Kilgore, 1948 - https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9XVQ-D2Z/leon-james-kilgore-1891-

1975 
 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9XVQ-D2Z/leon-james-kilgore-1891-1975
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9XVQ-D2Z/leon-james-kilgore-1891-1975
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DZ3Y-
7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7ZSV-Y22M 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRPV-
X7S?cc=1878898&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR1-D91P 

 

 
obituary of his father William James Kilgore - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-
996G-2NCC?i=232&cc=2215693&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQK77-LV49 
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obituary of Leon’s sister Fannie (Frances) Jane Kilgore Keeley - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9NB-

KDNH?cc=2215693&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQGPT-HNYF 
 

 
The family in 1935 – 50th wedding anniversary (numbers refer to birth order of children) 
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Standing (left to right): John (#12), Eva (#1), Adelbert (#11), Merle (#2), Henry (#9), James #5, Twins 
Leon & Leon (#3/4) 

Seated (left to right): Frances (#10), Margaret (#6), mother Carrie M. Ayers Kilgore, father William 
James Kilgore, Helen (#8), Louisa #47) 

 

 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9XVQ-D2Z/leon-james-kilgore-1891-1975  

 

 
Daniel Kilgore (Leon’s son) with Dan’s 2nd wife Kay Tribett Kilgore, and Leon J. Kilgore – Colville WA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/38917a43-

aa67-43ad-897e-11203de72504 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9XVQ-D2Z/leon-james-kilgore-1891-1975
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“Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Friday 27 Jun 1919 p 20 
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Marriage to Mrs. Florence Wilson 9 Feb 1934 Spokane Co. WA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608923/media/775e60a6-
2352-44d1-9006-2622536e6a9d  

 

 
William & Carrie Kilgore’s 50th wedding anniversary, presumably Jun 1935 –  

Standing (left to right): 1. Claude Keeley (husband of Frances/Fannie), 2. Henry, 3. Charles Way 
(Eva’s husband, with white hair), 4. Adelbert, 5. Eva, 6. James (dark shirt), 7. Charles Glass (no tie, 
husband of Helen), 8. woman in dark dress (is his Leon’s wife, Florence?), 9. Leon, 10. woman, 11. 
John (dark bowtie), 12. woman, 13. Elmer Bates (hair swept to left, husband of Louisa), 14. woman, 

15. girl, 16. Merle (man in back), 17. girl, 18. boy, 19. Leo (dark zippered jacket), 20. boy 
Seated (left to right): 1. Frances, 2. Margaret (holding girl in dark dress), 3. Louisa (white ruffled 

collar), 4. Celia Bundy Kilgore (wife of Henry, holding child), 5. mother Carrie M. Ayers Kilgore, 6. 
father William James Kilgore, 7. Helen (holding child on lap), 8. Woman holding child, 9. Jessie 

Shaver Kilgore (wife of Merle, ruffled shawl collar), 10. woman with child 
Sitting (left to right): https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608923/media/6130c623-acef-46af-af90-b4c0b6cb1bf7  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608923/media/6130c623-acef-46af-af90-b4c0b6cb1bf7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608923/media/6130c623-acef-46af-af90-b4c0b6cb1bf7
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Leon J. Kilgore on the front steps of his son Kenneth & daughter-in-law Donna (Crippen) Kilgore’s 

house - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/bec8f89f-44dd-4c8f-b9fa-

c5272662379b?_phtarg=hFB21929 
 

        

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/bec8f89f-44dd-4c8f-b9fa-c5272662379b?_phtarg=hFB21929
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/bec8f89f-44dd-4c8f-b9fa-c5272662379b?_phtarg=hFB21929
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/bec8f89f-44dd-4c8f-b9fa-c5272662379b?_phtarg=hFB21929
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Wife Florence Evelyn Breckenridge Kilgore - left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611511/media/a3a071dc-d3ce-474d-aee3-ee6f042b06a1 and 

right:  
Florence - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/19743305/person/252078705831/media/bf0e54a2-a91d-441b-89a6-a5b66e672da4 
 

 
Florence Breckenridge & her 1st husband Richard A. Wilson – she married at age 17 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/19743305/person/252078705831/media/81b69800-13e1-492c-9cbc-c99675d17794  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611511/media/a3a071dc-d3ce-474d-aee3-ee6f042b06a1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611511/media/a3a071dc-d3ce-474d-aee3-ee6f042b06a1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19743305/person/252078705831/media/bf0e54a2-a91d-441b-89a6-a5b66e672da4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19743305/person/252078705831/media/bf0e54a2-a91d-441b-89a6-a5b66e672da4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19743305/person/252078705831/media/81b69800-13e1-492c-9cbc-c99675d17794
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19743305/person/252078705831/media/81b69800-13e1-492c-9cbc-c99675d17794
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Evelyn married Leon Kilgore the day her divorce from Richard A. Wilson was finalized – 9 Feb 1934 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/19743305/person/252078705831/media/de6da391-1f58-41cf-a437-33367580dde9 
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Son Kenneth & father Leon J. Kilgore on the farm, 

1951https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/9XVQ-D2Z/leon-james-kilgore-1891-1975  

 
Son Kenneth Leon Kilgore –  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611512/media/0e6baeb0-
ace7-498c-b301-9d2f0b8be928  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611512/media/0e6baeb0-ace7-498c-b301-9d2f0b8be928
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611512/media/0e6baeb0-ace7-498c-b301-9d2f0b8be928
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marriage license of Kenneth Leon Kilgore & Donna Crippen – married 26 Mar 1955 Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611512/media/m1955-00001358_page_0001  
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marriage of daughter Margaret M. Kilgore to Raymond Rufus Cook on 6 Feb 1953 Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7849/images/m1953-

00000841_page_0001?treeid=748490&personid=24671611513&hintid=&queryId=607a7e00f3cb49
ac90b7d86c88a7e7e0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21987&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=tru

e&pId=384495   
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His daughter Margi Kilgore, ex-wife Florence Breckenridge Kilgore & Margi’s husband Ray Cook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611511/media/8530ebfe-
352f-47a7-9c20-e0facb2ba3a3  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611511/media/8530ebfe-352f-47a7-9c20-e0facb2ba3a3
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611511/media/8530ebfe-352f-47a7-9c20-e0facb2ba3a3
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Divorce of son Daniel Ira Kilgore from Dorothy Morris, married 6 Feb 1957, separated Apr 1962, suit 

brought by Daniel charging extreme cruelty, divorced 8 Dec 1962 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8989/images/48366_b395740-

02573_page_0001?pId=274407  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8989/images/48366_b395740-02573_page_0001?pId=274407
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8989/images/48366_b395740-02573_page_0001?pId=274407
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Daniel Ira Kilgore – from Find A Grave 69398753 

 

 
Obituary of Kay Tribbett, son Daniel Kilgore’s 2nd wife, whom he had divorced - “Spokane (WA) 

Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 19 Dec 2007 p 32  
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Leon J. Kilgore – in the 50th anniversary photograph 

 

   
Father William J. Kilgore – mother Carrie M. Ayers Kilgore https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608942/media/b4a27c0b-0834-4e48-82e5-49eb954ac8f2 
 

      
Left: Eva Kilgore Way - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609183/media/060b52fb-6159-41e5-bc1b-ce8a9d535e0a - 
Right: his twin brother Leo Kilgore https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611300/media/b201f5a5-e48b-4c9a-977e-7996a8cf8a83  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608942/media/b4a27c0b-0834-4e48-82e5-49eb954ac8f2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608942/media/b4a27c0b-0834-4e48-82e5-49eb954ac8f2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609183/media/060b52fb-6159-41e5-bc1b-ce8a9d535e0a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609183/media/060b52fb-6159-41e5-bc1b-ce8a9d535e0a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611300/media/b201f5a5-e48b-4c9a-977e-7996a8cf8a83
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671611300/media/b201f5a5-e48b-4c9a-977e-7996a8cf8a83


25 
 

 

        
Left: brother Merle - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609181/media/bf02a190-b6df-4b3d-8a2d-0bd954d25d48 - to 
the right: James Kilgore - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609185/media/42ad59ee-da57-40e2-8133-bb4cbd903137 - 
then Margaret - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609184/media/ac197c0d-49e0-4af6-ba8b-cfd96321ed23 
 

     
Louisa - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609186/media/d2a82e9a-c251-4005-a9f0-8825b39ce466 - 
Helen https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609187/media/f22e75f4-a041-4348-a8ae-4589e003961e - 
Henry https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609188/media/8ae508b7-4444-46e7-aeca-2b75acd278fb 
 

     

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609181/media/bf02a190-b6df-4b3d-8a2d-0bd954d25d48
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609181/media/bf02a190-b6df-4b3d-8a2d-0bd954d25d48
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609185/media/42ad59ee-da57-40e2-8133-bb4cbd903137
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609185/media/42ad59ee-da57-40e2-8133-bb4cbd903137
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609184/media/ac197c0d-49e0-4af6-ba8b-cfd96321ed23
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609184/media/ac197c0d-49e0-4af6-ba8b-cfd96321ed23
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609186/media/d2a82e9a-c251-4005-a9f0-8825b39ce466
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609186/media/d2a82e9a-c251-4005-a9f0-8825b39ce466
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609187/media/f22e75f4-a041-4348-a8ae-4589e003961e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609187/media/f22e75f4-a041-4348-a8ae-4589e003961e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609188/media/8ae508b7-4444-46e7-aeca-2b75acd278fb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609188/media/8ae508b7-4444-46e7-aeca-2b75acd278fb
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Adelbert - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608872/media/10e27f58-0bf4-43d4-a871-2dbbac4ce509 - 
Frances https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609189/media/eb435e10-d9c1-4a0c-9df6-270c308ef2a2 - John 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609190/media/f05152a7-
018c-4355-9357-ae0908325a78  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/67aa6d5e-
dbb7-44ef-a718-fcb8935091ca  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608872/media/10e27f58-0bf4-43d4-a871-2dbbac4ce509
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671608872/media/10e27f58-0bf4-43d4-a871-2dbbac4ce509
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609189/media/eb435e10-d9c1-4a0c-9df6-270c308ef2a2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609189/media/eb435e10-d9c1-4a0c-9df6-270c308ef2a2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609190/media/f05152a7-018c-4355-9357-ae0908325a78
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609190/media/f05152a7-018c-4355-9357-ae0908325a78
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/78185fff-
4d19-428e-b38a-a32aa964083a   
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/c0894eba-
2bfc-41f8-bc1a-ad3d625d8464  
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/748490/person/24671609180/media/3169e4da-
1f80-482a-ab04-5d0412e0d57d  
 

 

         
Is this his wife? “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 18 Mar 1989 p 32  
    
 

 



32 
 

 

 

 
Wedding of his son Daniel Ira Kilgore to Kay Tribbett – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 

28 Jul 1969 p 8 
 

 
Daughter Margaret Kilgore Cook (Mrs. Raymond R.) – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 

19 Mar 1970 p 21 
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Engagement of son Kenneth Leon Kilgore to Anne (“Nina”) Cozzi -“Spokane (WA) 

Chronicle” Thursday 31 Jan 1946 p 17 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 19 May 1946 p 8 
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Obituary of brother John Whitting Kilgore – “Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Monday 10 Sep 

1973 p 4 
 

Name: Leon J. Kilgore 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,549 
Entered service from:  Marcellus, Cass MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leon J. Kilgore 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. William Kilgore, Marcellus MI  
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as: Leon J. Kilgore 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Carrie M. Kilgore, Marcellius (sic) MI (pvt, 17th 
Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Leon J. Kilgore - b. 20 Sep 1892 Marcellus MI; res: 
Sprague WA. Single. Farmer for self at Sprague WA. Tall & slender. Signed card L.J. Kilgore 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Leon J. (initial) Kilgore -  b. 20 Sep 1891 Marcellus MI; 
res: Route 1, Colville, Stevens WA. NOK Mrs. William Kilgore, Route 1, Colville WA. Self-
employed – farmer, 7 miles S.E. Height: 5’8” – 145 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 5 Nov 1917  
Discharged 19 Jun 1919 
Address:  Lamont WA 
Rank/unit:  private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Sep 1891 Marcellus, Cass MI  
Died: 21 Apr 1975 Spokane, Spokane WA (resident of Colville, Stevens WA)   
Find A Grave record:  148400611, presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  cremated 
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  William James Kilgore, 16 Dec 1862 Marcellus, Cass MI – 12 May 1948 Porter or Marcellus, 
Cass MI. Son of James Kilgore & Maria Sweet.  Buried in Little Fish Cemetery, Cass Co. MI. F: 
133152426 
Find A Grave:  133152386 
 
Mother:  Carrie May Ayers Kilgore, 6 Feb 1865 Newberg town (MI deaths) or Penn (Find A Grave), 
Cass MI – 29 Jun 1944 Marcellus, Cass MI. Her parents were John Ayers & Mary Adelia Minor/Myner 
(1843-1915). Buried in Little Fish Lake Cemetery, Cass Co. MI. 
Find A Grave:  133152386 
Parents’ marriage:  15 Jun 1885 Marcellus, Cass MI 
 
Spouse:  Florence Evelyn Breckenridge Wilson Kilgore, 4 Feb 1909 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – 15 
Mar 1989 San Bernardino, San Bernardino Co. CA. Daughter of James Henry Breckenridge & 
Florence Margaret (“Floria”) Erwin. 
Her first husband was Richard A. Wilson, b. 1904. They were married 17 Jul 1926 in Missoula, 
Missoula MT; Florence was age 17 & Richard was age 22. According to their marriage license, he 
was born in Coffeyville, Montgomery KS & was the son of Charles A. Wilson & Elizabeth Taylor. 
Evelyn was born in Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID, the daughter of J.H. Breckenridge & Florence Irvin.  
Neither had previously been married.  
Their son, James Richard Wilson, was born 23 Jun 1927 Stevensville, Ravalli MT & died 18 Apr 1929 
Ravalli Co. MT of convulsions & mitral regurgitation at age 1 year, 9 months, 25 days. James was 
buried in Stevensville, Ravalli MT but is not on Find A Grave as of 4 Jun 2021. 
Her divorce from Richard Wilson was finalized on 9 Feb 1934, the day she married Leon Kilgore.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
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Marriage: 9 Feb 1934 Spokane, Spokane WA. “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 10 Feb 
1934 p 7 – marriage license: Leon J. Kilgore, 40 & Florence Wilson, 25, both of Lamont WA 
 
 
Children: 

• Daniel Ira (“Dan”) Kilgore, 30 Jan 1932 Lamont, Whitman WA – 11 Mar 2011 Spokane, 
Spokane WA. Daniel is born before Leon & Florence Breckenridge Wilson marry on 9 Feb 
1934 but after his mother divorced Richard A. Wilson that day. No birth certificate has been 
located, so paternity (at least according to records) is not certain. His Find A Grave obituary 
lists his parents as Leon & Florence. Graduate of Colville (WA) High School (1951). Later in 
1951 Dan enlisted in the US Navy & served 4 tours in Korea, being honorably discharged in 
Oct 1955. He moved to Boise ID & married Dorothy Marie Morris on 6 Feb 1957 in Clark Co. 
NV; divorced 8 Dec 1962 Gooding Co. ID. While living in Boise, Daniel & Dorothy had a son 
& daughter. They moved to the Barstow area in 1969 where he became a licensed pilot & 
purchased a plane. Here another daughter was born. He became certified & licensed as a 
naturopathic doctor.  – Married Kay Frances Tribbett (1937-2007) on 21 Jun 1969 Spokane, 
Spokane WA; divorced 2 Jan 2001 Lincoln Co. WA. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Colville, Stevens WA. F: 69398753 

• Kenneth Leon (“Ken”) Kilgore, 8 Jun 1935 Lamont, Whitman WA – 27 Apr 2014 Colville, 
Stevens WA. On his WA birth certificate, his mother Florence says this is the 4th child she 
has given birth to, with 2 now living. Married Donna Crippen 26 Mar 1955 in Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID.  

• Margaret M. (“Margi”) Kilgore Cook,. Wife of Raymond Rufus Cook, whom she married 6 Feb 
1953 in Kootenai Co. ID. Ramond was born 19 Jan 1931 KY & served in the US Air Force.  

 
Siblings:  

• Eva Mae Kilgore Way, 27 Dec 1888 Marcellus, Cass MI – 18 May 1956 Niles, Berrien MI. Wife 
of Charles Marion (“Charlie”) Way (1881-1962, F: 49945729) whom he married 13 Mar 1922 
in Cassopolis, Cass MI. Buried in Edwardsburg Cemetery, Edwardsburg, Cass MI. F: 
49945777 

• Merle Kilgore, 11 Feb 1890 Marcellus, Cass MI – 7 Sep 1953 Penn, Cass MI. Husband of 
Jessie Clair Shaver (1893-1967, F: 133155323) whom he married 17 Dec 1912 in Wakalee, 
Cass MI. Buried in Little Fish Lake Cemetery, Cass Co. MI. F: 133155344 

• Leo Kilgore, 20 Sep 1891 Marcellus, Cass Co. MI – 1 Mar 1959 Marcellus, Cass Co. MI. 
Leon’s twin brother. In 1940 living with the Elizabeth Eaves family in South Bend, St. Joseph 
IN. Railroad station janitor at time of death. Single. Buried in Little Fish Lake Cemetery, 
Cass Co. MI. F: 133152283 

• James Kilgore, 13 Mar 1893 Marcellus, Cass MI – 11 Dec 1977 Cassopolis, Cass MI. Buried 
in Little Fish Lake Cemetery, Cass Co. MI. F: 133151959 

• Margaret (Maggie) Kilgore Fuller, 1 Feb 1895 Marcellus, Cass MI – 21 Jun 1995 Marcellus MI. 
Married 15 Mar 1937 in Lawton, Van Buren MI to Clifford H. Fuller (1908-1986, F: 86386023) 
who married Jessie (Page) Huff after Margaret’s death. Buried in Bly Cemetery, Marcellus, 
Cass MI. F: 148400857 

• Louisa Lois Kilgore Bates, 23 Jun 1896 Marcellus, Cass MI – 14 Aug 1960 Porter township, 
Cass Co. MI. Wife of Elmer Ellsworth Bates (1895-1969, F: 148401312) whom she married 1 
Nov 1916 in Marcellus, Cass MI. Buried in Shavehead Cemetery, Cass Co. MI. F: 148401163 



38 
 

 

• Helen Minerva Kilgore Glass, 8 Sep 1897 Marcellus, Cass MI – 13 Oct 1970 Three Rivers, St. 
Joseph MI. Married 15 May 1918 in Constantine, St. Joseph MI to Charles M. Glass (1896-
1979, F: 148402859). Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Three Rivers, St. Joseph MI. F: 
148402142 

• Henry Miner Kilgore, 23 Jan 1899 Marcellus, Cass MI – 23 Nov 1945 Battle Creek, Calhoun 
MI. Married 25 Feb 1920 in Cassopolis, Cass MI to Celia Marie Bundy (1901-1997, F: 
61376645). Buried in Little Fish Lake Cemetery, Cass Co. MI. F: 133152176 

• Frances (Fannie) Jane Kilgore Keeley, 17 Oct 1902 Marcellus, Cass Co. MI – 16 Nov 1987 
Allegan, Allegan MI. SSN 376-40-3737. Married 14 Sep 1923 in Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI to 
Claude Everett Keeley (1903-1983, F: 148405160). Buried in East Martin Cemetery, Martin, 
Allegan MI. F: 148403341 

• Adelbert Kilgore, 20 Jul 1904 Cass Co. MI – 31 May 1984 Battle Creek, Calhoun MI. Married 
23 Mar 1929 in Battle Creek, Calhoun MI to Bertha Murrell Tenny (Tenney) (1905-1986, F: 
183293027). Buried in Floral Lawn Memorial Garden, Battle Creek, Calhoun MI. F: 
183293020 

• John Whitting Kilgore, 25 Feb 1907 Marcellus, Cass MI – 9 Sep 1973 Battle Creek, Calhoun 
MI. Married 1 Jun 1928 in Angola, Steuben IN to Sarah Edith Williams (1909-2001). Married 
20 Apr 1936 in Battle Creek, Calhoun MI to Phyllis Bernice Lingg (1916-2006), with whom he 
had 3 children. Buried in Floral Lawn Memorial Garden, Battle Creek, Calhoun MI. F: 
199609581  

 
Notes: 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/748490/person/24671609180?_phsrc=hFB21996&_phstart=successSource 
 
Birth registered in MI as Leo Kilgore, son of William J. & Carrie M. Kilgore 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Sebawaing (MI) Blade” 14 Feb 1918 p 2 – Pvt. Leon J. Kilgore of Marcellus MI not yet accounted for 
after sinking 
 
Post-war: 
 
1949 Spokane WA city directory 
Kilgore, Leon J. (Florence), lumberman, resident of 254 Copien Pk.  
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  533-12-0625 
 
Censuses: 
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1900 Marcellus, Cass MI 
William Kilgore, 37 MI, Dec 1862, father b. Ireland, mother b. NY, married 15 years, farmer 
Carrie, 35 NY, Feb 1865, parents b. NY, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
Eva, 11 MI, Dec 1888, at school 
Merle, 10 MI, Feb 1890, at school 
Leon, 8 MI, Sep 1891, at school 
Leo, 8 MI, Sep 1891, at school 
James, 7 MI, Mar 1893, at school 
Maggie, 5 MI, Feb 1895 
Louisa, 3 MI, Jun 1896 
Hellen, 2 MI, Sep 1897 
Henry 1 MI, Jan 1899 
 
1910 Marcellus, Cass MI – his parents & some siblings but not Leon 
William Kilgore, 47 MI, father b. Ireland, mother b. NY, married 27 years, in 1st marriage, farmer, 
general farm 
Carrie, 45 MI, parents b. NY, gave birth to 14 children, 12 are living 
Margaret, 15 MI 
Louisa, 13 MI 
Helen, 12 MI 
Henry, 11 MI 
Fanny, 7 MI 
Adelbert, 5 MI 
John, 3 MI 
Eva, 21 MI, servant, private family 
 
1930 Rock Creek, Whitman WA 
Leon J. Kilgore, 39 MI, single, parents b. MI, farmer, grain farm, WWI veteran 
James A. Sexton, 34 IA, single, parents b. IN, farm laborer, grain farm, WWI veteran 
 
1940 White Lake, Stevens WA - in rural Whitmore (Whitman?) in 1935 
Leon J. Kilgore, 49 MI, farmer, own farm 
Florence A., 31 ID 
Daniel I., 8 WA 
Kenneth L, 4 WA 
Margaret M., 3 WA 
 


