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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Katz, Michael 
1895 NY – 1933 MA 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DHSM-

Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-1T62 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_03

22-00249?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=158354 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0322-00249?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=158354
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0322-00249?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=158354
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9281/images/43214_1120704930_2893-

00513?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=12954  
   

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9281/images/43214_1120704930_2893-00513?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=12954
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9281/images/43214_1120704930_2893-00513?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=12954
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His death in the sea – “Port Chester (NY) Daily Item” Monday 3 Jul 1933 p 1, continued on p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/714126258/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/714126258/
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In 1927 – and new-fangled tinted car windows -  “Port Chester (NY) Daily Item” Wednesday 12 Nov 

1947 p 6 
 
 

  
His wife Esther Bell Katz - “Port Chester (NY) Daily Item” Tuesday 28 Jan 1936 p 8 
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http://www.hale-collection.com/408-65-fairfield-greenwich-jewish.htm 
 

http://www.hale-collection.com/408-65-fairfield-greenwich-jewish.htm
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=1411&h=280266&tid=&pid=&queryId=b2c5cf0df568146e4e62daf502d0d
d29&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21090&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of his mother Ethel Katz – “Port Chester (NY) Daily Item” Monday 1 Mar 1920 p 4 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/713942385/?terms=%22mrs%20nathan%20katz%2
2&match=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/713942385/?terms=%22mrs%20nathan%20katz%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/713942385/?terms=%22mrs%20nathan%20katz%22&match=1
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Obituary of his brother Benjamin Katz, 5 Jun 1892 NY – 8 Nov 1966 FL – “Fort Lauderdale 

(FL) News” Wednesday 9 Nov 1966 p 20 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=1411&h=280251&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2442  
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Obituary of brother Jacob Katz – “Port Chester (NY) Daily Item” Thursday 24 Jan 1946 p 14 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=1411&h=279850&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6061  
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Benjamin Katz drafted - “Port Chester (NY) Daily Item” Friday 12 Jul 1918 p 1 

 
Name:  Michael Katz 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 250,182 
Entered service from: Port Chester, Westchester NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Michael Katz 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Ethel Katz, 43 Townsend St., Port Chester NY 
Returned from war on:  "Argentina" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Michael Katz 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Ethel Katz, 43 Tompson St., Port Chester NY 
[there are 2 passenger records; one record is indexed as Kisel Katz, 43 Tomfson St., Fort 
Cerster NY] (cpl, 213th Aero Sq)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Michael Katz - b. 4 Apr 1896 Port Chester NY; res: 43 
Townsend St., Port Chester, Westchester NY. Single. Auto driver & mechanic, R.A. Cowles, 
420 Park Ave., NYC. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 29 Oct 1917 
Discharged 9 Jun 1919  
Address:  26 S. Regent St., Port Chester NY 
Rank/unit:  corporal, St. Aig Cas Co 4460 
 
NY, WWI Army Card: 
Michael Katz, serial 250182, resident of 43 Townsend St., Port Chester, Westchester NY. Enlisted at 
Mineola, Long Island NY on 29 Oct 1917 at age 22 years, 6 months. Born Port Chester NY. In 15th 
Aero Squadron to 1 Dec 1917 – in Mineola Long Island HQ 213th Aero Squadron to discharge. 
Promoted to private 1st class 30 Sep 1918, to corporal 1 Feb 1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 2 Jun 
1919. Discharged 9 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  12 Apr 1895 [4 Apr 1896 on WWI draft card] Port Chester, Westchester NY. When 
sailing in Nov 1925 from England to NY, listed 12 Apr 1895 Port Chester NY as birth date. 
His WWI NY Army card would indicate a birth ca. Apr 1895. Also found as 1894.  
Died: 1 Jul 1933 Harwich, Barnstable MA (heart attack while swimming at a West Harwich 
Beach, Cape Cod) 
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Find A Grave record: records of Greenwich, Fairfield CT Jewish Cemetery show burial of 
Michael (1894-1933), Nathan 1849-1930 (father) & Ethel, wife of Nathan, d. 1920 at age 59 
(mother) 
Burial location: Greenfield, Fairfield CT. Obituaries say his family members are buried in Riversville 
Cemetery, Greenwic, Fairfield Co. CT while others say they are buried in the Westchester Workers 
Alliance – Big Cemetery. This is an alternative name for the Westchester Jewish Center Cemetery, 
Greenwich, Stamford CT, as is the name “Glenville Cemetery.” The cemetery is only 6% 
photographed on Find A Grave as of 24 May 2021.  
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Nathan Katz, 1849 – 1930. His name is given as Nisan Hacohen in his children’s burial 
records. Buried in Westchester Jewish Center Cemetery, Greenwich, Fairfield CT.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Ethel Silverman (Zimmerman?) Katz, d. 29 Feb 1920 Port Chester, Westchester NY at age 
59. Her obituary says she died at her home, 43 Townsend St., Port Chester NY after a long illness, 
aggravated by pneumonia. Had lived in Port Chester NY for 28 years preceding her death, but did 
not mingle much socially due to her illness. Survived by 2 daughters & 4 sons & buried (it says) in 
Riversville.  Buried in Westchester Jewish Center Cemetery, Greenwich, Fairfield County CT. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  ca. 1880, apparently in Romania 
 
Spouse:  Esther Bell Katz, d. 29 Feb 1920 at age  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 31 Jan 1926 Greenwich, Fairfield CT 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Harry Barney/Barnard Katz, 15 Jul 1884 [4 Jul 1882] Romania – 29 Mar 1943 Kings Co. NY. In 
the 1910 Port Chester NY city directory, Harry Katz is listed under “Billards & Pool” at 11 
Lewis in Greenwich CT.  On his 1917 WWI draft record, he resides at 43 Townsend St., Port 
Chester NY, is age 34, manager of Sofa Ponty (spelling?), 157 Greenwich Ave., Greenwich, 
Fairfield CT. His NOK is Nathan Katz of the same address. The card says he is “native born” 
[i.e. in the US] & his middle name is Barney. His birthdate is listed as 15 Jul 1884. On his 
WWII (1942) draft card, his middle name is Barnard, he resides at 393 Rye Beach Ave., Rye, 
Westchester NY, NOK is his brother Jacob Katz, Columbus Ave., Port Chester NY. He is 
retired.  

• Jennie Katz Kaslowsky (Kazlowsky/Kaslowski), 26 Jun 1885, NY, NY – 24 Apr 1967 Broward 
Co. FL. SSN 262-74-2644. Her Social Security record lists her as the daughter of Nathan 
Katz & Ethel Silverman. Married 5 Jun 1898 in Port Chester, Westchester NY to Samuel 
Kazlowsky (as spelled on record). Samuel was a junk dealer in Port Chester NY.  According 
to the Jewish burial record copied above, which gives a birth year of 1883 and lists her name 
as Jeannie, she died 24 Apr 1967 & was buried in Westchester Workers Alliance Cemetery – 
Big Cemetery, Greenwich, Fairfield CT. Her husband is listed as Yekotiel and her father as 
Nisan Hacohen.  
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• Alice Katz Silverman, 22 Sep 1889 Manhattan NY – 8 Jul 1965, a resident of Stamford, 
Fairfield CT.  Her NY birth record lists her name as Elias Cahtz, daughter of Netan Cahtz & 
Adela Salbieman. Wife of Robert Silverman, whom she married 10 Mar 1907 in Rhode 
Island.  Her CT death record indicates her death at age 74, widowed, husband had been 
“Robe” (presumably shortened on form from Robert).  In the 1910 census for Stamford, 
Fairfield CT, Alice is age 19, parents b. Romania, married to junk “pedler” Robert Silverman. 
– In 1917 on his WWI draft card, Robert Silverman resides at 85 Hawthorne, Stamford CT 
with Alice at the same address. He is a junk dealer, self-employed. His birth date is 18 Mar 
1876 & he registered on 12 Sep 1918. - In 1920, Robert Silverman (42, Romania) & Alice (30 
NY) live in Stamford, Fairfield CT where he is a junk dealer, yard. In the 1930 census, Alice 
Silverman, 42 NY, is a widow, living in Stamford, Fairfield CT.  

• Benjamin Katz, 5 Jun 1892 Port Chester, Westchester NY – 8 Nov 1966 Hollywood, Broward 
FL [died 8 Nov 1966 according to 9 Nov 1966 obituary or 15 Nov 1966, according to Social 
Security]. SSN 266-76-7375. Married Sabina Guber 14 Oct 1917 Port Chester NY. On his 
WWI (1917) draft card, he was a postal clerk for the US government. He was draftd in 1918. 
In 1942, on his WWII card, he lived at 234 Columbus Ave., Port Chester NY, with his wife 
Sabina & was employed at the Port Chester US Post Office. Moved to Hollywood FL 10 
years before his death. Survived by daughter Ethel Katz & sister Mrs. Jennie Kaslowski, both 
residents of Hollywood FL. - Buried with Sabina (1896-1960, F: 75951478) in Fred Hunter’s 
Hollywood Memorial Garden East, Hollywood, Broward FL. F: 75951472 

• Jacob Katz, 16 Feb 1901 Port Chester, Westchester NY – 23 Jan 1946 Port Chester, 
Westchester NY. Also known as Jack. A florist in Port Chester NY. Husband of Anita 
Levinsky. In 1942, on his WWII draft card, he lived at 91 Adams Ave., Port Chester NY with 
Anita & was employed by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., 1 Atlantic St., Stamford, 
Fairfield CT.  Buried in “Westchester Workers Alliance Cemetery” – the alternative name for 
the Westchester Jewish Center Cemetery, Greenwich, Fairfield CT – in burial plot N19.  His 
obituary says he is buried in Riversville Cemetery.  

 
Notes: 
 
http://www.hale-collection.com/408-65-fairfield-greenwich-jewish.htm  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Sun” 8 Feb 1918: chauffeur in Port Chester, enlisted Dec 1917 
 
“New York Tribune” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – on board Tuscania: Michael Katz, private, mother Mrs. 
Ethel Katz of Port Chester NY 
 
"New York Tribune" 10 Feb 1918 p 14 - 1 cable was sent to Greenwich CT from Michael Katz 
to his brother Harry giving the news that 6 men aboard were safe & asking Harry to notify 
their relatives. -  "Arrived safe. Notify Harp, O'Toole, Donnelly, Mead, Floyd." The men were 
Leo M. Harp, Frank O'Toole, George Donnelly, Charles Mead & Oliver Floyd. 
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Post-war: 
 
1925 – aboard “Mauretania” which left Southampton, England, 14 Nov 1925 & arrived in 
NYC 20 Nov 1925. Katz, Michael. Age 30, single, Born Port Chester NY 12 Apr 1895. US 
address: 26 S. Regent St., Port Chester NY.  
 
1932 Port Chester NY city directory: 
Michael J. (Esther), autos (Port Chester), resident of 24 Manursing Ave., Apt. C21 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Ithaca (NY) Journal" 3 Jul 1933 p 8 - Michael Katz, age 38, Munsuring Lodge, Rye NY, an 
automobile agent, died of a heart attack while bathing at West Harwich Beach MA. His wife 
Esther collapsed. His body found on 1 Jul 1933 at a location 800 yards up the Herring River, 
where it had been carried by the strong current.  
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Port Chester, Westchester NY – S. Main St. 
Nathan Katz, 51 Romania (Yiddish), parents b. Romania (Yiddish), in 1st marriage, married 30 years, 
emigrated 1885, naturalized, merchant, vegetable store 
Ethel, 49 Romania (Yiddish), parents b. Romani (Yiddish), in 1st marriage, emigrated 1886, gave 
birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Harry, 25 Romania, emigrated 1886, naturalized, keeper, pool parlor 
Benjamin, 18 NY, clerk, store 
Michael, 14 NY 
Jacob, 9 NY 
 
1915 NY state census – Rye, Westchester NY 
Nathan Katz, 65 Roumania, merchant 
Ethel, 54 Roumania, housework 
Harry, 30 Roumania, salesman 
Benjamin, 23 US, letter carrier 
Mickeal, 19 US, chauffer [sic/chauffeur] 
Jacob, 14 US, school 
 
1920 Port Chester, Westchester NY – Townsend St. 
Nathan Katz, 74 Russia (Yiddish), parents b. Russia (Yiddish), emigrated 1888, naturalized 1892 
Ethel, 60 Russia (Yiddish), parents b. Russia (Yiddish), emigrated 1889 
Harry, 36 Russia, salesman, grocery store, emigrated 1889, naturalized 1892 
Michael, 23 NY, mechanic, garage 
Jacob, 19 NY, letter carrier, post office 
[all the sons are single] 
 
1925 NY state census – Rye, Westchester NY 
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Nathan Katz, 78 Romania, no occupation 
Harry, 35, US, florist 
Mike, 28 US, garage 
Jacob, 24 US, florist 
 
 


