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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kennerly, Jerome 
Calf Takes A Seat (in Piegan Native American) 

1888 MT – 1963 MT 
 

photographs 
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Jerome Kennerly, around 6 years old, about the time he enrolled at the Carlisle Indian 

School 
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Jerome Kennerly playing in the backfield of the 1910 Carlisle Indian School football team – 
front, far left: https://carlisleindian.historicalsociety.com/images/steckbeck-backfield-of-

1910/ 
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Football star 1909 - “Baltimore (MD) Sun” Monday 25 Oct 1909 p 10 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/372558024/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&
match=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/372558024/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/372558024/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
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https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L5NX-PLC/jerome-kennerly-1888-1964  

 
 

ss 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L5NX-PLC/jerome-kennerly-1888-1964
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Jerome Kennerly on the 1909 Carlisle Indian School football team, with legendary coach 

Glenn S. (“Pop”) Warner standing, back row, far right & Jerome standing in 2nd row, 2nd from 
left - https://carlisleindian.historicalsociety.com/images/steckbeck-1909-football-team/ 

 
 

https://carlisleindian.historicalsociety.com/images/steckbeck-1909-football-team/
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“Washington (DC) Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668225/ 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668225/
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“Washington (DC) Times” Friday 8 Feb 1919 p 11 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668251/ 

 
 

 
 
 

Birth: 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668251/
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Delayed MT birth record documentation – 12 Jul 1941  - indicates his mother is Good Killer -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_302022005556_1817-
00125?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=884422 
 

 
Piegan heritage: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_302022005556_1817-00125?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=884422
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_302022005556_1817-00125?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=884422
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99W4-

GLZ3?cc=2761958&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A74ZV-27N2 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99W4-GLZ3?cc=2761958&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A74ZV-27N2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99W4-GLZ3?cc=2761958&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A74ZV-27N2
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His uncle Mountain Chief 2 (Ninastoko), the last hereditary leader of the Blackfeet, the half-brother 

of his mother Margurite – from the Lamar website - 
http://blackfeetfamily.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2008-12-19T13:05:00 

 
 
 

Carlisle Industrial Indian School: 
 

http://blackfeetfamily.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2008-12-19T13:05:00
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15 
 

 



16 
 

 

 
Jerome is a “deserter” from the Carlisle Indian School - 
http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/sites/all/files/docs-

documents/NARA_RG75_CCF_b031_f18_20571.pdf 
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CA) Times-Delta” Monday 8 Apr 1940 p 5 
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“Butte (MT) Daily Post” Thursday 24 Sep 1908 p 6 – Jerome Kennerly’s name appears in the 

10th row from the bottom in this clipping - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/348809553/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&

match=1 
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Jerome Kennerly’s name appears on the Carlisle Indian School squad (10th line from 

bottom on the left-side clipping) “Los Angeles Times” Friday 25 Sep 1908 p 11 
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“Carlisle (PA) Sentinel” Saturday 30 Oct 1909 p 6 

 
Pre-war troubles with the law: 
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Arrested for forgery – check he forged was that of his mother’s 3rd husband, Joseph Kipp –  

“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 21 Jun 1911 p 6 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/238045207/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&

match=1 
 

 
“Butte (MT) Miner” Monday 26 Jun 1916 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/348794695/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&
match=1  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/238045207/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/238045207/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/348794695/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/348794695/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
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“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Thursday 6 Jul 1916 p 10 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/525049493/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&
match=1  

 

 
“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Saturday 8 Jul 1916 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/525049506/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&
match=1 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/525049493/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/525049493/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1


32 
 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Friday 15 Sep 1916 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/237992567/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&
match=1 

 

 
World War I, military & Tuscania: 
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“Washington (DC) Times” 8 Feb 1918 p 11 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668251/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&m
atch=1  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668251/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668251/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
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letter home with full Tuscania details printed in "Helena [MT] Independent-Record" 28 Apr 1918 p 
15 - he went below 6 or 7 times to get lifebelts, didn't find out for 2-3 days after landing in Ireland 

that the ship had sunk - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/524513762/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/524513762/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1
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 the rest of the story is as quoted in the Helena MT 
newspaper above 

“Washington (DC) Times” Friday 19 Apr 1918 p 6 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80681884/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&m

atch=1 
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https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/american-indians-in-ww1-branches-of-
service/american-indians-in-ww1-branch-navy.html 

 
 

 
His US Veterans Administration Military Index card has a correct serial number & death date. He 

was NOT discharged 23 Jan 1918, the day before he sailed on Tuscania. His birth date is 6 Jul 1888 
on most records. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DCFN-

6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTV-4SNC 
 

 

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/american-indians-in-ww1-branches-of-service/american-indians-in-ww1-branch-navy.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/american-indians-in-ww1-branches-of-service/american-indians-in-ww1-branch-navy.html
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DCFN-6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTV-4SNC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DCFN-6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTV-4SNC
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MT, WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M1-RS2V-

2?cc=3010075&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPKR-PP4B 
 
 
 

Family: 

 
From his father Henry Atkinson Kennerly’s Find A Grave 141622396 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M1-RS2V-2?cc=3010075&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPKR-PP4B
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M1-RS2V-2?cc=3010075&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPKR-PP4B
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The story continues with more details about Kipp  

Jerome Kennerly’s father Henry is at bottom left (seated) while his mother’s 3rd husband, 
Joseph Kipp, is at left, front, seated  - Conrad (MT) Independent” Thursday 19 Jul 1917 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/353908184/?terms=%22henry%20kennerly%22&ma
tch=1 
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Death of relative Bertrand Kennerly – Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Kennerly reside in Bremerton WA – 

“Wichita (KS) Eagle” Wednesday 3 Sep 1947 p 1 
 
 

Post-war: 
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“Visalia (CA) Times-Delta” Monday 8 Apr 1940 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/530034798/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22%2
0visalia&match=1  

 
 

Marriage – Fannie Charley in KS, 1913 
 

ss 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/530034798/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22%20visalia&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/530034798/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22%20visalia&match=1
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Marriage to Fannie Charley 19 Jul 1913 – “Galena (KS) Evening Times” Monday 21 Jul 1913 p 1 
 

ss 

 
http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/student_files/fannie-charley-student-file 

 

http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/student_files/fannie-charley-student-file
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Divorce action by Fannie Charley Kennerly – “Galena (KS) Weekly Republican” Friday 18 

Jun 1920 p 7 
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Left: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/L5NX-PGR/fannie-rhueamy-charley-kennerly-

thorne-1891-1986 – Right:  
Fannie Charley Kennerly & son George Bertrand Kennerly - 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/L5NX-PGR/fannie-rhueamy-charley-kennerly-thorne-
1891-1986 

 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/L5NX-PGR/fannie-rhueamy-charley-kennerly-thorne-1891-1986
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/L5NX-PGR/fannie-rhueamy-charley-kennerly-thorne-1891-1986
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/L5NX-PGR/fannie-rhueamy-charley-kennerly-thorne-1891-1986
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/L5NX-PGR/fannie-rhueamy-charley-kennerly-thorne-1891-1986
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“Henry County Democrat” (Clinton MO) Thursday 17 Sep 1959 p 1 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/494024342/?terms=%22fannie%20charley%20kenn

erly%22&match=1 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/494024342/?terms=%22fannie%20charley%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/494024342/?terms=%22fannie%20charley%20kennerly%22&match=1
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“Miami (OK) News-Record” Sunday 16 Aug 1959 p 21 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/596090820/?terms=%22fannie%20charley%20kenn
erly%22&match=1 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Tuesday 22 Nov 1977 p 33 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/451917678/?terms=%22fannie%20kennerly%22&m
atch=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/451917678/?terms=%22fannie%20kennerly%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/451917678/?terms=%22fannie%20kennerly%22&match=1
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 23 Aug 1959 p 88 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/449556451/?terms=%22fannie%20kennerly%22&m
atch=1 

               
   
 

Marriage to Margaret Blanche Gunnell – first in VA in 1919 & next in WV in 1920 
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Marriage in Alexandria VA on 24 Nov 1919 to Margaret Blanche Gunnell - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:DZ4D-156Z 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:DZ4D-156Z
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Margaret Blanche Gunnell Kennerly brings court action on 13 May 1920 to annul her marriage to 

Jerome Kennerly  - “Alexandria (VA) Gazette” Monday 24 May 1920 p 3 
 
 

 
Then Jerome Kennerly & Margaret Blanche Gunnel remarry, this time in Harper’s Ferry (or Jefferson 

Co. WV) on Thursday, 25 Nov 1920 – “Shepherdstown (WV) Register” Thursday 2 Dec 1920 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/466269527/?terms=%22margaret%20gunnell%22%20kenne

rly&match=1 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/466269527/?terms=%22margaret%20gunnell%22%20kennerly&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/466269527/?terms=%22margaret%20gunnell%22%20kennerly&match=1
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WV marriage in 1920 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/927765:2538?tid=&pid=&queryId=699f262ed95f0d4bff65a833add1cdd1&_phsrc=hF
B21729&_phstart=successSource 

  
Marriage to Therian Viola Panther in WA, 1942 & 1956 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/927765:2538?tid=&pid=&queryId=699f262ed95f0d4bff65a833add1cdd1&_phsrc=hFB21729&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/927765:2538?tid=&pid=&queryId=699f262ed95f0d4bff65a833add1cdd1&_phsrc=hFB21729&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/927765:2538?tid=&pid=&queryId=699f262ed95f0d4bff65a833add1cdd1&_phsrc=hFB21729&_phstart=successSource
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First married to Therian Viola Panther on 3 Dec 1942 in King Co. WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/84246688_f6656633-3fa9-
4eba-b3eb-

712af4707a71?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=95dec4b17fb7ef4aa79932ada4bbdde5&useP
UB=true&_phsrc=hFB21735&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=785054 
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Marriage to Therian Viola Panther on 21 Feb 1956 in Mason Co. WA –  
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=2378&h=4434903&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=62116 
 

Children: 
 

 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=2378&h=4434903&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=62116
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=2378&h=4434903&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=62116
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His son George Bertrand Kennerly, 1914-2011, by Fannie Charley - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6795186/person/6113688364/media/d598190f-

13af-4bb1-ba11-678b87063f86 
 

 
Birth of son George Bertrand Kennerly – “Miami (OK) Record-Herald” Friday 21 Aug 1914 p 4 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/606585535/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1  
 

 
Jerome’s son George Bertrand Kennerly with his wife Elizabeth Brown Kennerly & daughter Reta - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6795186/person/6113688364/media/d4870b62-
6bf1-4f66-85aa-951af15d1f10 

 
Obituary & death 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6795186/person/6113688364/media/d598190f-13af-4bb1-ba11-678b87063f86
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6795186/person/6113688364/media/d598190f-13af-4bb1-ba11-678b87063f86
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606585535/?terms=%22jerome%20kennerly%22&match=1


68 
 

 

 
Obituary of Jerome Kennerly, a resident of Pawhuska OK for 1 year before he died in 

Bowring MT on a business trip - “Bartlesville (OK) Examiner-Enterprise” Friday 14 Jun 1963 
p 5 
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He was buried in the Browning (MT) Catholic Cemetery, i.e. St. Michael’s, where his family is also 

buried - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_05_00006-
00205?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2551213 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_05_00006-00205?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2551213
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_05_00006-00205?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2551213
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His MT death certificate lists his mother as his father Henry Kennerly’s 1st wife, Good Killer. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0483-
00339?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=993b49338c4a0f22c01359dddb064e49&usePUB=tru

e&_phsrc=hFB21703&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=896483 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Name:  Jerome Kennerly – in Piegan: Calf Takes A Seat 
Name variations: Uni-stya-copi (“Calf Takes a Seat”) in Piegan  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 249,994 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0483-00339?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=993b49338c4a0f22c01359dddb064e49&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21703&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=896483
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0483-00339?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=993b49338c4a0f22c01359dddb064e49&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21703&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=896483
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0483-00339?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=993b49338c4a0f22c01359dddb064e49&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21703&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=896483
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Entered service from:  Washington DC [may be Bureau of Indian Affairs address or that of his 
brother] 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jerome Kennerly 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother Perry Kennerly, 913 Jefferson St. NW, Washington DC 
Returned from war on:  "Von Steuben" Apr 1919, "cases requiring no dressing" - Convalescent 
Detachment #170   
Sailed on return ship as: Jerome Kennerly 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  brother Leo Kennerly, Browning MT (pvt, C 39 A Squad) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Jerome Kennerly - b. 6 Jul 1888 Blackfoot Reservation MT; 
res: Browning MT. Single. Blacksmith. Military experience: 4 years Indian School, Carlisle PA, 2nd 
lieutenant. Race: Indian. Medium height, stout build. [This record is indexed as “Kennedy” but that 
is a misreading of his name]  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Jerome Kennerly [middle name: none] - b. 6 Jul 1888 
Browning MT; res: National Military Home, Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. NOK US Veterans’ 
Administration, Los Angeles CA. Not employed.  Race: Indian. “scar above right and left eyes” 
Height: 5’11” – 185 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: Serial 249,994 
Enlisted 21 Nov 1917 
Discharged 23 Jan 1918 [error, as this was the day BEFORE he sailed on Tuscania] [he was 
discharged 26 May 1919] 
Address:  438 W. 116th St., New York NY 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. C, 39th Aero Squadron 
 
MT, WWI military record: Jerome Kennerly, serial 24,994 [error, 249,994], Resident of Browning, 
Glacier MT. Born Browning MT. Entered Army at Fort George Wright WA on 21 Nov 1917 at age 28 
years 4 months. In 158th Aero Squadron to 3 Aug 1918; in 638th Aero Squadron to discharge. Rank: 
private. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 19 Apr 1919. Discharged 26 May 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 6 Jul 1888 Browning, Glacier MT (Blackfoot Indian Reservation)  
Died: 12 Jun 1963 Browning, Glacier MT (or in Beaverhead Co.?) 
Find A Grave record:   
Burial location:  Browning, Glacier MT 
Cemetery:  St. Michael's Cemetery (according to his veteran tombstone application, his obituary 
indicates his funeral was to be in “Bowring” MT & his MT death certificate reports burial in Browning 
MT) 
 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Henry Atkinson Kennerly, 2 Dec 1835 Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis Co. MO – 9 Jul 1913 Cut 
Bank, Glacier MT. Son of George Hancock Kennerly & Modeste Alzire Menard. Henry came to Fort 
Benton MT in 1855 & was 1 of the oldest White pioneer residents of northern MT. He worked for the 
federal government & assisted in effecting a treaty with the Native Americans of northern MT in 
1857 at the mouth of the Judith River. He helped construct the Mullen wagon road, served 2 terms 
in the territorial legislature & was assessor of Chouteau County in the early 1880s. He was also a 
trader, a rancher & a county treasurer. He became blind a few years before his death. Henry was 
White. A biography of Henry appears in the "Great Falls Tribune" 27 Apr 2014 P L1&L3. 
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His first wife was Mary Successful Kill (Good Killer) Wright (1847-1935 Glacier Co. MT), whom he 
married in 1874. She was the daughter of Spotted Eagle & Bead Woman. Her 3 husbands were 
William Wright, Henry Kennerly & Chief Split Ears.  Her burial location, on private property, is 
unknown. F: 219618901 
Find A Grave:  141622396. 
 
Mother:  Margurite Neat-A-Sin-Ne (“Maggie”) Blackweasel Moutain Chief Gobert Kennerly Kipp, 2 
Jan 1855 Fort Benton, Chouteau MT – 14 Jan 1925 Browning, Glacier MT. Margurite’s nicknames 
were Maggie & Masie. She was the daughter of Mountain Chief 1 & Mary Blackbear. 
Margurite’s 1st marriage was to Roche Gobert in 1869 in Fort Benton MI. Roche, also known as Rock 
or John Rock Gobert, who had immigrated from Switzerland in 1858, owned a prosperous brewery 
business in Fort Benton & later a prosperous farm. He was earlier married to Mary Ahkahtah, who 
died Dec 1870. Margurite’s children by Gobert included Mary (Mollie), Joseph, Edward Rock, 
Catherine Martha, Agnes & Annie. Roche Gobert (1836 Switzerland – 1888 MT) is buried in St. Peter 
Mission Cemetery, Saint Peter, Cascade MT. F: 106050553 
Following her marriage to Henry Atkinson Kennerly, while he was still alive, Margurite married 
Joseph Raven Quiver Kipp on 17 Mar 1911 in Fort Benton, Chouteau MT. Joseph Kipp (1849-1913) 
was born in Dakota, near the Heart River according to accounts, which is near Mandan & Bismarck 
ND. He was the son of James Kipp, a “legendary fur trader” & Marita (Mary, also found as Martha) 
Earth Woman Garno (Garneaux) of the Mandan people. Joseph was age 40 & Maggie Kennerly age 
45 when they married in 1911. Joseph’s full biography can be found on his Find A Grave website, F: 
108739378. He is buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery, Browning, Glacier MT. Joseph had married 
Martha Heavy Runner on 14 May 1898 & had 3 children. On 9 Jan 1902 Joseph Kipp married 
Margaret (Maggie) Simon Wetzel (1856-1904) in Spokane WA; she died in 1904. Then he married 
Margurite Kennerly in 1911 & he died in 1913. 
In her later years Margurite lived with her sons James Otis Kennerly & Leo Menard Kennerly.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  in Fort Benton, Chouteau MT. 
 
Spouse:  Fannie Rhueamy Charley Kennerly Thorne (Kish-e-koh-ke-quah), 18 Jul 1891 – 14 Jan 1986 
Galena, Cherokee KS. SSN 445-22-7786. Daughter of James Charley Jr. (1860-1908) & Alice Manley 
(1854-1896). A member of the Wea tribe, which had confederated with the Peoria in 1876. A 
student at the Carlisle Indian School in PA, which she entered 20 Sep 1901 & left 21 Jun 1909. She 
recounted sitting in class in front of famous Native American athlete, Jim Thorpe. She was 
employed as a movie & television “extra” portraying a Native American, although she confessed to 
a reporter in Nov 1977 that she was only one-fourth Native American. She appeared in the movie 
“Cheyenne Autumn” and on TV in “Gunsmoke,” “Wagon Train” and  “Daniel Boone.” She became 
almost blind in the 1970s.  
Had a son found listed as James O. Thorne or Jim Thornton, who allegedly died in Miami, Ottawa 
KS. Buried in the Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, Miami, Ottawa KS but not on Find A Grave 
as of 2 Jun 2021.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  Married 19 Jul 1913 in Galena, Cherokee KS, at the home of Edgar Sneed, 8th & Wood 
streets, by justice of the peace H.C. Dale. Fannie sued Jerome Kennerly for divorce in Jun 1920. 
They had 1 child listed in the action, Bertrand Kennerly. 
 
Spouse:  Margaret Blanche Gunnell Kennerly, ca. 1882 Richmond VA -   . Daughter of Henry & 
Marion Gunnell.  
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Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 24 Nov 1919 Alexandria VA. Jerome Kennerly, age 29, son of Henry & Marion Kennerly, b. 
Teton MT – Margaret Gunnell, age 37, daughter of William & Mary Gunnell, b. Richmond VA.  
Margaret brought suit to annul this marriage in Dec 1919. Then they apparently remarried on 25 Nov 
1920 in Jefferson Co. WV in 1920. 
 
Spouse:  Therian Viola Panther, ca. 1915 Skiatook, Osage or Tulsa County OK - who survives him & 
appears on his veteran headstone application. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: Jerome Kennerly & Therian Viola Panther were first married on 3 Dec 1942 in Foy, King Co. 
WA by a justice of the peace. Then they married again – with a license obtained 21 Feb 1956 Mason 
Co. WA. Jerome Kennerly, age 65, of Route 6, Box 296, Bremerton WA, divorced, painter, b. 
Browning MT & Therian Viola Panther, age 41, of 4108 – 14th St. Oklahoma City OK, housewife, 
single, b. Skiatook OK 
 
 
Children: by Fannie Charley 

• George Bertrand Kennerly, 18 Aug 1914 Miami, Ottawa OK – 6 Jun 2011 Barnsdall, Osage 
OK. SSN 447-03-5205. Enlisted in the US Army on 25 Feb 1941 in Oklahoma City OK; listed 
as divorced. Husband of Ina May Purvis (1922-1997). Husband of Elizabeth Brown (1908-
1985). Member of the Blackfoot & Peoria tribes. US Army veteran of WWII. Died in the 
Barnsdall Nursing Home. Survived by a daughter & son. His brother, who preceded him in 
death, is listed as Jim Thornton (married to Evelyn). Buried in Wiggins Cemetery, Wiggins, 
Stone MS. F: 71141327 

• George Brite Kennerly – resident of Kansas City MO – or is this George Bertrande? 
 
Siblings:   Had 2 brothers, 2 sisters, adopted sister Sarah Wright (Allison). Family is buried in St. 
Michael's Cemetery, Browning, Glacier MT 

• Perry Hancock Kennerly, 9 Jul 1879 MT – Jun 1949 District of Columbia. Husband of Ada A. 
Lowry (1873-1959). He had lived in Washington DC for the 30 years preceding his death, 
serving as legal counsel to the Blackfeet tribe & employed by the US Department of 
Commerce. He was educated at the Carlisle Indian School & a business college in MN 
before passing the bar to become an attorney in the state of WA. Buried in Rock Creek 
Cemetery, Washington DC. F: 181771580 

• Harriett Kennerly, ca. 1883 Glacier Co. MT – 24 Feb 1896. Her listing on the Piegan rolls 
show her to be 5 years older than Jerome. Listed in the 1910 She was Henry Kennerly’s 
oldest daughter. She died at Henry’s residence of consumption. Presumably buried in Saint 
Michaels Cemetery, Browning, Glacier MT. F: 141080917 

• James Otis Kennerly (Sr.), 27 Mar 1896 MT– 10 Sep 1946 Seattle, King WA. Married Ora/Orrie 
R. Cobell (1908-1953), daughter of Joe Cobell & Eliza McGowan, on 27 Mar 1936 in Great 
Falls, Cascade MT when he was 38 years old & Ora was 27. He married Catherine Kittson, 
daughter of Mike Kittson & Mary Magee, on 14 Nov 1938 in Browning, Glacier MT when he 
was age 42 & she was age 26. He was a private 1st class in the US Army in WWI.  Buried in 
Saint Michaels Cemetery, Browning, Glacier MT. F: 107194613 

• Leo Menard Kennerly, 1 Jun 1899 Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Browning, Glacier MT – 30 
Sep 1981 Kalispell, Flathead MT. Husband of Sadie Hagan (1895-1988). His MT death 
certificate lists him as a consultant for the Blackfeet Indian Tribe. Buried in Fisher 
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Cemetery, St. Mary, Glacier MT but not on Find A Grave as of 2 Jun 2021. Also buried in 
Fisher Cemetery is his nephew, son of his brother James – James Otis Kennerly Jr. (1940-
2011, F: 78646227) 

• Mrs. Lorenzo White.  
• Carrie Kennerly 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Margurite’s 1st marriage, to Roche Gobert 

• Mary (Mollie) Gobert, 28 Dec 1874 Blackfoot, Glacier MT -  Age 6 in 1880 census 
• Joseph Gobert, born 1876 MT. Age 4 in 1880 census 
• Edward Rock Gobert, 28 Apr 1880 Fort Shaw, Cascade MT – 18 Dec 1967 Browning, Glacier 

MT. Married Mary Johnson on 25 Dec 1901 in Fort Shaw MT at the Fort Shaw Indian School, 
officiated by Rev. Little of Great Falls MT. “Eddy” Gobert was age 22; Mary was age 21. She 
was the daughter of Ma-Chew-Ne-Ka (“nice kill”).  They had at least 2 children.  On 28 Nov 
1910 in Kalispell, Flathead MT, Edward, a widower, age 30, “half-Indian,” married Abigail 
(“Abby”) M. Devereaux , age 19, single, half-Indian, daughter of E.J. Devereaux & Mary 
Englichilde. They had at least 3 children.  

• Catherine Martha Gobert, 30 May 1883 Fort Shaw, Cascade MT 
• Agnes (“Round Face”) Gobert, 13 Jul 1885 Fort Shaw, Cascade MT 
• Annie Gobert, 1887 Fort Shaw, Cascade MT 

 
Notes: 
 
Jerome’s mother, Margurite Neat-A-Sin-Ne Blackweasel Mountain Chief was the daughter of 
Mountain Chief 1 & Mary Blackbear. His maternal grandmother Mary Blackbear’s mother was Black 
Bear, who was born ca. 1765. Black Bear, Jerome’s maternal great-grandmother, saw the Lewis & 
Clark Expedition, the first time anyone in her camp had seen a White man. Even decades later, in 
1875 & afterwards, Black Bear would tell this story. In the 1880 census, Black Bear was listed as 
age 115. 
 
His mother Margurite’s brother was the famed Mountain Chief 2, the last hereditary chief of the 
Blackfeet.  
 
“Our Blackfeet Family” website by Walter Lamar, the grandson of Edward Rock Gobert. 
http://blackfeetfamily.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2008-12-19T13:05:00  

 
Jerome was enrolled at age 6 at the Carlisle Industrial Indian School in Carlisle PA. This was the 

flagship Native American boarding school, where the motto was “Kill the Indian – Save the Man.” 

It operated from 1879 to 1918, with over 10,000 students from 140 tribes who attended during 

that time. Children spoke English, had their long hair cut and their Indian names changed. When 
Jerome was in attendance, the Carlisle Indians were a national football powerhouse, playing 

games against the Ivy League and the Naval and Military academies. The coach was coached by 
the legendary Glenn S. (“Pop”) Warner. The team is credited as “the team that invented football” 

with the introduction of the forward pass & the spiral throw. Jerome played on the line.  

 

http://blackfeetfamily.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2008-12-19T13:05:00
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Jerome was a fellow student of famous athlete & Olympics star, Jim Thorpe.  The 1910 Indian 
Census Rolls show Jerome Kennerly, age 22, Piegan, as a student. Also listed is James Thorpe, age 
24, Sac & Fox. Some sources say he played on the football team with Jim Thorpe. 
 
Jerome left the school twice, once on 13 May 1908 for a few weeks, and then on 27 Dec 1910. He 
was termed a “deserter” for these departures. The school informed his father on 11 Mar 1911 that 
Jerome had been located, gainfully employed, as a blacksmith at the Pennsylvania Railroad Co. in 
Enola PA.  His record includes drinking intoxicating beverages & influencing other young men in 
such conduct. 
 
“Wilkes-Barre (PA) Evening News” Friday 11 Feb 1910 p 9 – The Carlisle Indian School will award its 
letter “C” tonight. One of those receiving a letter award in football is Jerome Kennerly. A talk will be 
given by Athletic Director Glenn S. Warner. 
 
On 21 Aug 1913, the school superintendent wrote Jerome at 2561 N. 11th St., Philadelphia PA that 
“under no circumstances would I consider an application from you for a position at Carlisle.” 
[Applying for a job?] 
 
Jerome got in trouble before the war in MT – forgery in 1911, horse theft & bootlegging in 1916. 
 
Jerome's paternal grandfather was a nephew (by marriage) of William Clark (of the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition). His maternal great-grandmother Black Bear actually saw the Lewis & Clark Expedition.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 20 Nov 1917 p 11 – Enlisted yesterday in the Army:  
Jerome Kennerly, age 28, machinist, Browning MT, 23rd Engineers 
 
"Washington (DC) Times" 8 Feb 1918 p 11 – Jerome Kennerly is the brother of Perry Kennerly, a 
lawyer, 913 Jefferson St. NW, Washington DC.  Jerome is a "half-breed Blackfoot Indian." His 
mother a full-blooded Blackfoot. He was born in 1887 in Browning MT. At age 6, he entered Carlisle 
University, the youngest student there for 2 years. Then he left school for a few years at his 
mother’s ranch. Returned to Carlisle in 1898 but stayed only 1 year, returning to "the plains." In MT 
Jerome was a cowboy, forest ranger, national park guide. Was 1 of the first to enlist, leaving MT for 
Spokane. Trained at Ft. Sam Houston TX, taking only 1 short furlough. His brother Perry last saw 
him Dec 1917 when Perry & his wife visited his mother's ranch at Browning MT.  Perry tried to see 
him when his unit came through Washington DC but could not. Perry has not yet wired mom that 
Jerome is on ship. 
 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – With the arrival of 2 more names, it has 
been determined that all Washington DC men on board Tuscania are safe. One of the two last 
names was that of Jerome Kennerly, 913 Jefferson St. NW, Washington DC.  
 
 
Post-war: 
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When his brother Perry Kennerly died in Jun 1949, Jerome was a resident of Bremerton WA. 
 
Biographies list him as a Hollywood stuntman named “Chick Davis.” That man is assigned in movie 
databases to Chief Thundercloud or Chief Thunderbird. Chief Thundercloud, the chief being a self-
applied honorary title, perhaps Cherokee, was born Victor Daniels (1899 OK – 1955 CA).  
 
Both the 1954 & 1955 Bremerton WA city directory 
Kennerly, Jerome (Therian), painter, Bremerton Federal Housing Administration, resident of 805 
Poindexter Ave. 
 
1959 Bremerton WA city directory 
Kennerly, Jerome (Therian V.), painter Union 801, resident of 1203 Poindexter Ave. 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  568-09-4473 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Teton Co. MT – his parents & siblings  

 
Henry A. Kennerly, 64 MO, Dec 1835, father b. VA, mother b. LA, white, blind [no occupation] 
Margrate (her name is blurred at the top entry & in the lower “Indian questions” section], 45 MT, Jan 
1855, parents b. MT, gave birth to 10 children, 7 are living, ration Indian [wife] 
Agnes Gobert, 15 MT, Jul 1884, ration Indian [stepdaughter] 
Otis Kennerly, 4 MT, Mar 1896, under age – R [the form to enter a “ration Indian” under age 10] [son] 
Leo Kennerly, 1 MT, Jun 1899, under age – R [son] 
Eddy Gobert, 21 MT, Apr 1879, ration Indian [stepson] 
Catherine Gobert, 17 MT, May 1883, ration Indian [stepdaughter] 
In the expanded Indian section below: 
Henry A. Kennerly, white, parents white, lives in a taxed dwelling 
Margrate, Blackfeet, parents Blackfeet 
& for all the children: father white, mother Blackfeet, all ½ Indian 
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Next door lives Margurite’s future husband, Joseph Raven Quiver Kipp, whom she marries the next 
year (1911): 
Joseph Kipp, 49 Dakota, Nov 1859, single, stock grower, with his daughter & 2 sons. Race of all: 
Indian 
 
 
1900 Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Teton Co. MT – he is at boarding school, Holy Family Mission – 
conducted 18 Jun 1900 
Jerome Kennerly, 12 MT, Feb 1888, father b. MO, mother b. MT, Indian, pupil 
 
1910 Middlesex, Cumberland PA – Boys Dormitory No. 21 [indexed as No. 2] 
Jerome Kennerly, 22 MT, parents b. MT, race: Indian, “ration Indian” (An Indian totally dependent on 
the US government for support) 
 
1930 Jersey City, Hudson NJ – Ogden Ave. 
Jerome Kennerly, 38 MT, single, race: Indian, ranchman, racher [sic/rancher], WWI veteran, lodger 
with: 
Elise Mayer, 33 NY, divorced, mended [sic], factory – her son Vincent Vicori (9 NY) - her stepbrother 
Ernest Schiess, 30 Switzerland, salesman, electric. They are White. 
 


