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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Kennedy, Wilbur Hamilton 
1894 WI – 1965 MI 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 21 Dec 1965 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_05_00021-
02926?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21662&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2583382  
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DCM3-
3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-HM6Q  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_05_00021-02926?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21662&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2583382
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_05_00021-02926?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21662&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2583382
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DCM3-3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-HM6Q
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DCM3-3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-HM6Q
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2nd marriage – to Bernice R. Millious Lamont – 24 Jun 1945 -   
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342138-
02317?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1285350 
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Obituary of his son Robert John Kennedy – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sunday 24 Dec 2006 p 25 
 

 
His daughter Mary Eileen Kennedy Verrette - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/75622585/person/40400638917/media/e49f86ca-04d1-44f0-9bca-24190cae754f 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75622585/person/40400638917/media/e49f86ca-04d1-44f0-9bca-24190cae754f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75622585/person/40400638917/media/e49f86ca-04d1-44f0-9bca-24190cae754f
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Wedding of his daughter Mary Eileen Kennedy to Verrette - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/75622585/person/330042066837/media/33d87dfd-91e5-4bbd-aba0-8f0f8c34a2e4 
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Obituary of his daughter Eleanor Margaret Kennedy Weitkunat - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/jsonline/name/eleanor-weitkunat-obituary?id=3258930 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/jsonline/name/eleanor-weitkunat-obituary?id=3258930
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Remarriage in MI to his 3rd wife, Mae Dionne Brabant; these are her family members  – “St. Joseph 

(MI) Herald-Press” Tuesday 3 Mar 1959 p 5. His wife had a daughter (Mrs. Earl Peterson) from a 
former marriage & was the sister of Mrs. Onofrio Morelli & Mrs. Raymond Wantz. 

 

 
“St. Joseph (MI) Herald-Press” Thursday 5 May 1960 p 16 
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“Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium” Thursday 5 May 1960 p 3 

 

 
Mrs. Wilbur Kennedy is the daughter of William Dione/Dionne – “Benton Harbor (MI) News-

Palladium” Wednesday 11 May 1960 p 9 
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“Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium” Thursday 12 Aug 1971 p 6 
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Left: Obituary of his sister Kathleen E. Kennedy Rolph – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Saturday 21 Apr 
1962 p 12 – Right: Obituary of his sistser Margaret E. Kennedy Kozlovsky – “Wausau (WI) Daily 
Herald” Thursday 11 Nov 1993 p 9 
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Wedding of his sister Kathleen Kennedy to Alda T. Rolph – “Petoskey (MI) News-Review” Friday 12 

Jun 1942 p 2 
 



14 
 

 

 
 

 
His sister at college – Mary Alwilda Kennedy, University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh, yearbook, 1923 - 

Ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b878966-
00049?treeid=169311027&personid=132196520867&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB21681&_phstart=s

uccessSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1442992187 
 
Name:  Wilbur Hamilton Kennedy 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - sergeant 
Serial number: 250,705 
Entered service from: Soperton, Forest WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Wilbur H. Kennedy 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father P.J. Kennedy, Soperton WI 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 



15 
 

 

Sailed on return ship as: Wilbur H. Kennedy 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Patrick J. Kennedy, Soperton WI (sgt, 18th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Wilbur Kennedy - b. 15 Feb 1894 Marinette WI; res: 
Soperton, Forest WI. Single. Shipping clerk, Menominee Bay Shore Lumber Co., Soperton WI. 
Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 1955 WI Survivors: 844 Cass Ave., Kingsford 
MI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Wilbur H. Kennedy - b. 15 Feb 1894 Marinette WI; res: 844 
Cass Ave., Dick. [sic/Dickinson] MI. NOK Miss Mary Kennedy, same address. Employed by Ford 
Motor Co., Detroit MI, at Kingsford MI. Height: 5’6” – 145 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  422 East “E” St., Iron Mountain MI 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, Hob Cas Co 602 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  15 Feb 1894 Marinette, Marinette WI  
Died: 19 Dec 1965 MI (resident Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI)   
Find A Grave record:  100310642, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI 
Cemetery:  Iron Mountain Cemetery Park 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wisconsin Sgt 18 Co 20 Engineers WWI 
 
Father:  Patrick Joseph Kennedy, 17 Mar 1869 County Limerick, Ireland – 23 Mar 1949 Kingsford, 
Dickinson MI. Son of Thomas Kennedy & Mary Honera Kirby. Buried in Iron Mountain Cemetery 
Park, Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. 
Find A Grave:  134332087 
 
Mother:  Margaret Eunice Hamilton Kennedy, 15 May 1871 Menominee, Menominee MI – 25 Mar 
1950 Kingsford, Dickinson MI. Daughter of Jesse Lee Hamilton & Mary Devine. Buried in Iron 
Mountain Cemetery Park, Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. 
Find A Grave:  134332010 
Parents’ marriage:  2 Nov 1891 Peshtibo, Marinette WI 
 
Spouse:  Eleanor M. Fontaine Kennedy, 1889 WI – 23 Jun 1924 Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. 
Daughter of Alexander Fontaine (1864-1943, F: 182672713) & Esther Harndis (1863- 11 Jun 1924, F: 
182672729). Eleanor died 2 weeks after her mother did. She had moved to Iron Mountain MI in Dec 
1923 & died at her home, 422 East “E” St. She was survived by her husband Wilbur, 3 children: Mary 
Eileen, Robert John & Eleanor Margaret, a sister & brother. Buried in Iron Mountain Cemetery Park, 
Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  100310629 
Marriage: unmarried as of 1920 census for Antigo, Langlade WI (10 Jan 1920). Her first child was 
born 21 May 1921. 
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Spouse: Bernice Elizabeth Millious Lamont Kennedy, 28 Nov 1899 Rib Lake, Taylor WI – 1 Mar 1957 
Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. Daughter of Albert Crist Millious & Emma Augusta Kobin. First married 
to William Albert Lamont. “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sataurday 13 Sep 1924 p 5 – marriage 
license issued to William A. Lamont of Appleton WI & Bernice E. Millious of Crandon WI. – At age 
49, Wilbur H. Kennedy, b.They were listed as Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Kennedy of 844 Cass St., Iron 
Mountain MI in May 1945 when his daughter Mary married Edward Verrette. In the 1940 census, 
Wilbur claims to be widowed, but Bernice is still alive.  Buried in Crandon Lakeside Cemetery, 
Crandon, Forest WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 129741017 
Marriage: 24 Jun 1943 (license & marriage) to Wilbur H. Kennedy, age 49, b. Marinette WI, son of 
Patrick Kennedy & Margaret Hamilton, married once before, resident of Iron Mountain MI, clerk, 
Ford Motor & Bernice R. Lamont, 51, married once before, daughter of Albert C. Millious & Noma (?) 
Tobin, resident of Holland MI, school teacher. Married by a Catholic priest.  
 
Spouse:  Mae R. Dionne Brabant Kennedy, 28 Feb 1897 – 5 Feb 1983. Daughter of William Dionne 
(1873-1960, F: 100154530) & Irene Langlois (1876-1930, F: 100154330).  She married Frank Edward 
Brabant (1888-1955, F: 100041086) in 1924. There are two children mentioned on Find A Grave, a 
baby born & died 1926 & Robert Francis Brabant (1927-1933). Buried in Iron Mountain Cemetery 
Park, Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  100310669 
Marriage: 1958/1959 (“recently married” in Mar 1959) 
 
 
Children: by his 1st wife, Eleanor Fontaine 

• Mary Eileen Kennedy Verrette, 25 May 1921 MI – 7 Sep 2007. Married to Staff Sergeant 
Edward A. Verrette (1917-1975) on 14 May 1945 in Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI.  Edward 
was home on a 20-day furlough after serving 25 months in the FEAF in the Philippines, New 
Guinea & Australia, having been in the US military for 3 years. Buried in Iron Mountain 
Cemetery Park, Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. F: 103426531 

• A record was found for Eleanor Kennedy, born & died 25 May 1921 MI, which would 
presumably make her Mary Eileen’s twin – unless the two records are confused & Mary 
Eileen was the only child born that day.  

• Robert John (“Bob”) Kennedy, 17 Sep 1922 Antigo, Langlade WI – 22 Dec 2006. Married 9 
Sep 1946 to Maybelle J. Counihan (1918-1988, F: 140442793). Served in the US Marine 
Corps in WWII. “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 4 Feb 1942 p 2 – among those 
enlisted in the US Marine Corps & leaving for San Diego CA is Robert J. Kennedy, age 19, son 
of Wilbur H. Kennedy, Iron Mountain MI. -  Buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. F: 140546073 

• Eleanor Margaret Kennedy Weitkunat, 1924 – 9 Jan 2014. Wife of Alfred Harold Weitkunat 
(1927-1999, F: 211861881). Buried in Highland Memorial Park, New Berlin, Waukesha WI. F: 
211857807 

 
Siblings:  Wilbur was the 2nd child. 

• Ralph Patrick Kennedy (Sr.), 1893 Forest Co. WI – 1967. Buried in Iron Mountain Cemetery 
Park, Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. F: 134332762 
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• Kenneth John Kennedy, 26 Jun 1897 Menominee, Menominee MI – 27 Apr 1980 Iron 
Mountain, Dickinson MI. Husband of Lillian M. Coveau (1897-1993). Buried in Iron Mountain 
Cemetery Park, Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. F: 134332322 

• Margaret Eunice Kennedy Kozlovsky, 26 May 1900 Menominee, Menominee Co. MI – 9 Nov 
1993 Wausau, Marathon WI. Apparently the Lisetta listed as 1 month old in the Jun 1900 
census. Married 27 Jun 1931 in Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI to William A. Kozlovsky (1899-
1958, F: 158327150). Buried in Restlawn Memorial Park, Wausau, Marathon WI. F: 
158327140 

• Mary Alwilda Kennedy, 2 Oct 1903 MI – 21 Jun 1998. SSN 361-16-6793. She is referred to as 
“Mary” in her sister Margaret’s obituary. Buried in Iron Mountain Cemetery Park, Iron 
Mountain, Dickinson MI. F: 134332580  

• Thomas Emmet Kennedy, 1 Jun 1907 Menominee, Menominee MI – 18 Dec 1980 Los 
Angeles Co. CA. SSN 372-12-8601. In the 1910, 1920, 1930 & 1940 censuses, he is single & 
living with his parents. His WWII (1942) registration card is blank except for his full name, 
address at 307 E. Spruce St., Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa MI & birth date of 1 Jun 1907. A 
handwritten note seems to say “non – father” (?). He served in the US Navy 15 Jan 1942 to 
12 Oct 1945. Might he be the Thomas E. Kennedy, age 46, who married Mary A. 
Kimball/Woodbridge (unclear which is unmarried surname), age 45 in Los Angeles Co. CA 
on 28 May 1954?  

• Kathleen (Kathelyn) Kennedy Rolph 1915 WI – 1962. Wife of Alda T. Rolph (1917-1990, F: 
171636721). Married on 11 Jun 1942 in Petoskey, Emmet MI. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Mount Pleasant, Isabella MI. F: 171636789 

 
Notes: 
His obituary mentions two surviving step-sisters (unnamed). Have not identified them. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 12 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the WI Tuscania survivors: Wilbur H. 
Kennedy, Soperton WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent" 21 Dec 1965 p 4 - resident of Iron Mountain MI, age 71, father of 
Robert J. Hamilton (Appleton), d. 19 Dec 1965. Survived by wife, son, 2 sisters, 3 stepsisters, burial 
Iron Mountain MI 22 Dec 1965. 
  
Social Security number: 370-09-1460 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Menominee, Menominee MI – 907 Marinette Ave. – conducted 8 Jun 1900 
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Patrick Canada [actually written as Canada, but must have been a “sounds-like” interpretation of 
Kennedy], 31 WI, Mar 1869, parents b. WI, married 9 years, scaler, saw mill 
Margret, 30 MI, May 1870, father b. ME, mother b. Canada, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Ralph, 7 MI, Feb 1892, at school 
Wilbur, 6 MI, Feb 1894, at school 
Caneta, 2 MI, Jun 1897 
Lisetta, 1 month MI, May 1900 
 
1910 Menominee, Menominee MI – 1202 Saima (?) St. 
Patrick Kennedy, 40 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1875, naturalized, in 1st marriage, 
married 18 years, inspector, lumber 
Margaret, 38 MI, father b. ME, mother b. Canada, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Ralph P., 17 WI 
Wilbur H., 16 WI 
Kenneth J., 12 MI 
Margaret E., 9 MI 
Alwilda M., 6 MI 
Thomas E., 2 MI 
 
1920 – cannot locate 
 
1930 Kingsford, Dickinson MI – 844 Cass 
Wilbur Kennedy, 36 WI, widowed, father b. US, mother b. MI, lumber inspector, Ford Motor Co., 
WWI veteran 
Mary A., 26 MI, father b. Irish Free State, mother b. MI, teacher, public school [sister] 
Mary E., 8 WI [daughter] 
Robert J., 7 WI [son] 
Eleanore M., 5 MI [daughter] 
& housekeeper Alice Granback, 20 WI, parents b. Finland, housekeeper, private home 
[note that Wilbur lists his father as born in the US & his sister Mary lists him as born in the Irish Free 
State] 
 
1940 Kingsford, Dickinson MI – 844 Cass Ave. – same house in 1935 
Wilbur H. Kennedy, 46 WI, widowed, lumber inspector, Ford Motor plant 
Mary, 18 WI, clerk, retail novelty store [then unintelligible word] 
Robert, 16 WI 
Eleanor, 15 MI 
 


