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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

TUSCANia 

 

Jaeger, William Carl 
1887 WI – 1946 WI 
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Obituary - “Wisconsin State Journal” Monday 21 Jan 1946 p 3 
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Obituary of William Carl Jaeger – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 21 Jan 1946 p 3 

 
 

 
Obituary “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 23 Jan 1946 p 5 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Sunday 22 Nov 1942 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 20 Feb 1946 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” 7 Feb 1918 p ` 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
Obituary of father Christian Jaeger Sr. – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 20 

Nov 1925 p 29 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 19 Nov 1925 p 1 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 16 Sep 1919 p 2 

 



12 
 

 

 
His mother Caroline Hamel Jaeger - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/16518037/person/1884311691/media/b64ef04e-8994-46b9-88b2-
4a73e5c00631 
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Obituary of his brother Christian F. Jaeger Jr. – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 

27 Jun 1951 p 2 
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His brother Christian Frederick Jaeger Jr. - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/16518037/person/461988689/media/16925100-64cf-4f3e-b022-
3d5abd8f492c 
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Obituary of his brother Louis C. Jaeger – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 23 

Nov 1945 p 5 
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Obituary of brother Carl Conrad jaeger – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 2 Sep 
1937 p 8 
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Obituary of his brother Carl Conrad Jaeger – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 
Wednesday 1 Sep 1937 p 1 
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Obituary of his brother Carl Conrad Jaeger – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 
Saturday 4 Sep 1937 p 2 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” Thursday 18 Jun 1925 p 16 

 



20 
 

 

 
Obituary of his mother Caroline Jaeger – “Muscatine (IA) Journal & News-Tribune” Saturday 

16 Sep 1939 p 3 

             
Name: William Carl Jaeger 
Name variations:  Billy Jaeger 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Sanitary #2 (1938 NTSA, 158th Aero Squadron) - corporal  
Serial number:  249,900 
Entered service from: Madison, Dane WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William C. Jaeger 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Carolyn Jaeger, 147 N. Hancock St., Madison WI 
Returned from war on:  "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William C. Jaeger 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Caroline Jaeger, 147 N. Hancock St., Madison 
WI (cpl, 158th Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as William Carl Jaeger - b. 11 May 1887 Madison WI; res: 
321 Main St., Kenosha WI. Single. Watchmaker engraver, Thos. Lockhart, Kenosha. Claims 
exemption from draft: Enlisted Q.M.E.R.C. 25 May 1917. Medium height & build. 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 1939 NTSA: 1621 W. Wells St., Apt. 310, 
Milwaukee WI - 1955 WI Survivors: Milwaukee WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Clark Jaeger - b. 11 May 1887 Madison WI; res: 
1621 W. Wells, #301, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI is written on the main line, but above his 
name is written 925 E. Johnson St. Madison Wi. NOK C.F. Jaeger, 143 N. Hancock St., 
Madison WI. Employed at Estberg & Sons, Waukesha WI.  “scar on back” Height: 5’8” – 190 
lbs. 
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 25 May 1917 [before the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day] 
Discharged 17 Apr 1919 
Address:  160 South St., Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, 10 Co., 161 Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 May 1887 Madison, Dane WI  
Died: 20 Jan 1946 Madison, Dane WI (local hospital)  
Find A Grave record:  86463120, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location: Madison, Dane WI 
Cemetery:  Forest Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Christian Frederick Jaeger Sr., 6 Sep 1846 Germany – 19 Nov 1925 Madison, Dane WI. 
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. 
Find A Grave:  86463113 
 
Mother:  Caroline Hamel Jaeger, 29 Jan 1855 Germany (also found as 9 Apr 1851 Germany) – 15 Sep 
1939 Muscatine, Fruitland IA. Daughter of Christian Hamel & Caroline Greisler. Find A Grave gives 
surname as Flamel. Died of bronchopneumonia. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. 
Find A Grave:  86463112 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  William was the youngest of 4 sons, the only one not born in Germany. 

• Carl Conrad Jaeger, 9 Apr 1876 Germany – 31 Aug 1937 Madison, Dane WI. Clerk at Moseley 
Book Co. Husband of Ella Mueller. His estate was probated in Sep 1937 (“Madison [WI] 
Capital Times” 28 Sep 1937 p 20) & was valued at $6,650. His heirs were his wife Ella C. 
Jaeger, son Conrad C. Jaeger (Madison WI), daughters Harriet M. Jaeger (Sheboygan WI) & 
Mrs. Carolyn Wheeler (Cobb WI). - Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 
86463111 



22 
 

 

• Christian Frederick Jaeger Jr., 14 Aug 1877 Arolson, Germany – 27 Jun 1951 Stoughton, 
Dane WI. Husband of Hilda A. Wagner (1880-1939, F: 86463117) whom he married 15 Nov 
1904 in Sauk Co. WI. Died of a cerebral hemorrhage. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Madison, Dane WI. F: 86463115 

• Louis Christian Jaeger, 1 Sep 1880 Germany – 22 Nov 1945 Elgin, Kane IL. Husband of 
Catherine. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 86463118 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times" 9 Feb 1918 p 2 - son of Mr. & Mrs. Carl Jaeger, 141 S. 
Hancock St., word was received by his parents that he was sailing 23 Jan. 
 
"Madison (WI) Capital Times" 12 Feb 1918 p 3 – son of Mr. & Mrs. Christian Jaeger, 147 N. 
Hancock St.  
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 12 Feb 1918 p 3 – a telegram from Cpl. William 
Jaeger, son of Mr. & Mrs. Christian Jaeger, 147 N. Hancock St., announces he is safe. 
 
"Madison (WI) Capital Times" 2 Mar 1918 p 1 - Will Jaeger's letter to parents Mr. & Mrs. 
Chris Jaeger, 147 N. Hancock St., from Irish training camp. Has been well-treated, waiting 
for tobacco, lost all but toilet articles, sending them local newspaper clipping to keep & 
share  
 
Post-war: 
 
1946 Madison WI city directory 
Optometrists: 
Jaeger, William C., 925 E. Johnson 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) 21 Jan 1946 p 3 - "Jaeger, Tuscania Survivor, Dies 
at 58" - 1 of the few living survivors of the British ship Tuscania, age 58, resident of 925 E. 
Johnson St., Madison (his home & optometry office). Born Madison WI 11 May 1887. WWI 
veteran, 32nd Division, American Legion member. Survived by brother Christ & brother 
Louis who d. Nov 1945 in Chicago IL. Son of Mr. & Mrs. Christian Jaeger, Sr.  There were 
213 casualties on Tuscania. For many years William operated a jewelry & optometry 
business in Milwaukee WI. Returned to Madison WI 3 years ago & opened an optometry 
division. Funeral 23 Jan 1946, with burial in Forest Hill.  
 
Social Security number: 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Madison, Dane WI 
Christian Jaeger, 53 Germany, Sep 1846, parents b. Germany, married 25 years, emigrated 1881, in 
US for 19 years, papers filed, day laborer 
Caroline, 45 Germany, Jan 1855, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1881, in US for 19 years, gave birth 
to 4 children, 4 are living 
Christian, 22 Germany, Aug 1877, emigrated 1890, in US for 10 years, harness maker 
Louis, 19 Germany, Sep 1880, emigrated 1881, in US for 19 years, pharmacist 
William, 13 WI, May 1887, at school 
 
1905 Madison, Dane WI – conducted 1 Jun 1905 
Chris Jaeger, 59 Germany, parents b. Germany, day laborer 
Caroline, 50 Germany, parents b. Germany 
William, 18 WI, student 
 
1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 325 Main (YMCA boarding house) 
William Jaeger, 31 Wi, lodger, single, parents b. WI, jeweler, jewelry store 
Residing with Marie Buhler, 31 divorced, her son Harold E. Buhler (11) & 13 other lodgers 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI  
William C. Jaeger (indexed as Joeger), 42 WI, parents b. Germany, watch maker, jewelry, WWI 
veteran 
Lodger with William W. King (26), wife Loraia (26) & King’s mother Jessie M. King (55) 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 1621 Wells St. – same place in 1935 
Algot Anderson, 45 Wi, machinist 
William C. Jaeger, 53 WI, optometrist, jewler [sic] [friend] 
 
 


