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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

WWI casualty 
Juan, Mathew Bennett / 

Rivers, Matthew Ben 
1892 AZ – 1918 France 
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Mathew B. Juan – 1st Arizonan to die in WWI – some of these statements are questionable -  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_B._Juan 
 

The below is from “The Sinking of the Tuscania” by Marilyn C. Gahm, available at 
www.tuscaniamemorial.org, pages 371-372: 

 
Mathew [or Matthew] Ben or Benjamin or Bennett Juan (alias Matthew Rivers), a Pima Native 
American who survived the sinking, became the first Arizonian killed in World War I; he might also 
be the first Native American killed in the war. Juan was killed on May 28, 1918, in the Battle of 
Cantigny, France. The American Legion Post in Chandler, Arizona, is named the Mathew B. Juan 
Post No. 35. Aboard Tuscania, he was a private in Camp Travis Detachment No. 2. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_B._Juan
http://www.tuscaniamemorial.org/
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Ironically, Native Americans were not considered citizens of the U.S., had no voting rights (only 
granted after World War II in Arizona) and were not required to register for the draft, when Juan was 
arrested in Wichita Falls, Texas, for not having a draft registration card. He had been traveling as an 
employee of the Ringling Brothers Circus since September 1917. Mathew ended up inducted into 
the Army on December 11, 1917, using the name Matthew Ben Rivers. 
 

 
Mathew Juan’s draft registration – in Wichita County, Texas – November 26, 1917 – as Matthew Ben 

Rivers 
 

   
Mathew B. Juan Monument in the Matthew [sic] B. Juan – Ira H. Hayes Veterans Memorial Park, 
Sacaton, Arizona. Hundreds attended the unveiling of this plaque in 1928 by Mathew’s brother, 

Antone B. Juan. Mathew was born a short distance from this monument. Hayes is the Pima Native 
American who was one of the soldiers who helped raise the flag at Iwo Jima in the legendary 

photograph, commemorated in the statue in Arlington Cemetery, near Washington D.C. 
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Above: Juan/Hayes Veterans Memorial Park (left) and Mathew Juan (right) 

 
[end of Gahm excerpt] 

 
 

 
Veteran headstone application 
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Saturday 9 Apr 1921 p 1 
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“Casa Grande (AZ) Valley Dispatch” Friday 15 Apr 1921 p 1 
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“Casa Grande (AZ) Dispatch” Saturday 16 Apr 1921 p 1 
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Executive Office, State House, Phoenix, Arizona.  April 7, 1921 
 
To the Family and Relatives of Mathew B. Rivers, and the Pima Indians of Arizona: 
 
It is a matter of deep regret to me that official duties prevent my being present at the ceremonial 
with which the body of this brave son is laid to rest in the soil of his native land.  Not only is he one 
of those, our glorious dead; who tendered their lives so freely and bravely, yes, even gladly, that this 
nation might continue to live, but his sacrifice stands out more conspicuously by reason of the fact 
that he was a full-blooded American Indian of the Pima tribe, which has ever been noted for its 
friendly association with the white people, and he was the first native son of our fair state to be 
killed in action. 
 
It is therefore eminently fitting that we accord him the highest honors we can bestow.  Unselfishly, 
asking nothing in return, he gave his life that we and those who come after us may live and may 
enjoy the blessings of liberty.  Yet we cannot but feel that the tributes which we today pay his life 
and his heroic sacrifice are but the merest trifles when compared with his gift to us and his country.  
For he gave up all, he gave up his life, with all that made life rich and sweet, in order that Right 
should triumph, and Greed and Oppression be overthrown. 
 
There is universally planted in the human heart the belief in a future life, and especially among us of 
a Christian land there is faith for that those who have passed away the other world has dawned 
with its full day and unclouded brightness, a happy contrast to the light and dark shadows in which 
we live. 
 
The sacred meaning of this hour for us all therefore lies not merely in our outward recognition of his 
supreme sacrifice.  It is not enough that the mortal remains of our hero dead be laid to rest with 
appropriate words and ceremonies.  There also devolve upon us who still enjoy the privileges of life, 
its equally sacred responsibilities.  For one who has given all he had to give for society, and for the 
preservation of free government, there can only be rejoicing.  “We feebly struggle, they in glory 
shine,” yet the cause for which he died and the cause for which we are asked to live, are one and 
the same. 
 
My message to you today therefore is not one of unmixed sorrow.  Sorrow there is indeed for the 
living, for the mother and brothers, in whose lives there is a feeling of emptiness where once there 
was cheer and support.  But for the dead, for him who has made the supreme sacrifice, let us have 
serene confidence that Divine Omnipotence has welcomed him to the greater life, in a sphere in 
which virtue and self-sacrifice have full reward.  May his life speak to us today in the clear tones of 
another and better world, saying “Come up higher.” 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Thomas E. Campbell, Governor. 

Transcription of AZ Governor Thomas E. Campbell’s letter, read at the interment on 9 Apr 1921 
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This telegram of 28 Apr 1924 urging Congress to build the San Carlos Dam on the Gila River is 

signed by Mathew’s brother Antonio B. Juan – and notes “One of our tribe was the first Arizonan 
killed in Europe” – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Wednesday 14 May 1924 p 9 
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Sunday 3 Jun 1928 p 15 
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Sunday 28 May 1933 p 12 
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“Casa Grande (AZ) Dispatch” Friday 5 Jun 1942 p 4 
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Mathew was more forced to enlist than did it voluntarily, and the Tuscania was within sight 

of Scotland and Ireland when it was torpedoed, not in mid-ocean – “Casa Grande (AZ) 
Dispatch” Monday 27 May 1968 page 1 & continued on p 8  
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Death of his 7-year-old nephew (son of his brother Sibley Juan) in accidental shooting, only 
3 months after Mathew died in war – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Thursday 22 Aug 1918 

p 8 
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His brother Sibley Juan drowned (not “downed”) following a car accident – “Arizona 

Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Friday 27 Jan 1928 p 19 
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AZ death certificate of his mother, Mary Juan - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/034_10340482-
00466?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20885&_p

hstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=42236  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/034_10340482-00466?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20885&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=42236
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/034_10340482-00466?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20885&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=42236
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/034_10340482-00466?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20885&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=42236
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AZ death certificate of his brother Sibley Juan - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/036_10360880-

00856?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20887&_p
hstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750047967 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/036_10360880-00856?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20887&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750047967
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/036_10360880-00856?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20887&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750047967
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/036_10360880-00856?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20887&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750047967
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Is this a sister? Juliette Juan – except her father is listed as James Juan – but note overlap in 

birthdates (not possible) with record below for Damian Juan - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/006_10062774-

02692?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20888&_p
hstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750020284 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/006_10062774-02692?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20888&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750020284
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/006_10062774-02692?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20888&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750020284
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/006_10062774-02692?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20888&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=750020284
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Is this a brother? Damian Juan – father’s first name not listed – but not overlap in dates with 

record above for Juliette Juan (not possible) 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8703/images/405_405-2450-

02383?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20892&_p
hstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=300063529 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8703/images/405_405-2450-02383?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20892&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=300063529
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8703/images/405_405-2450-02383?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20892&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=300063529
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8703/images/405_405-2450-02383?treeid=167008318&personid=222168626821&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20892&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=300063529
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AZ death certificate of his brother Antonio B. Juan - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/0228_02281900-
01894?treeid=120924824&personid=261003294460&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20914&_p

hstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=220925  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/0228_02281900-01894?treeid=120924824&personid=261003294460&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20914&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=220925
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/0228_02281900-01894?treeid=120924824&personid=261003294460&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20914&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=220925
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/0228_02281900-01894?treeid=120924824&personid=261003294460&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20914&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=220925
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Birth of Edna [indexed as Cana] Juan to Sibly & Edith Juan - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8703/images/405_405-2340-
02273?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150063531  

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8703/images/405_405-2340-02273?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150063531
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8703/images/405_405-2340-02273?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150063531
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Monument dedicated in 1928 by the American Legion & Auxiliary Department of Arizona 
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Grave of Mathew Bennett Juan 

 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacaton,_Arizona 
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US Veterans Administration Master Index record -  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-63LN-

M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQFM-12ZM 
 

 

 

 
 
US, American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917-1919 – Arizona, page 3 – note Mathew B. Rivers is 

classified as “White” - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9FM-
L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-PNVL 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-63LN-M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQFM-12ZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-63LN-M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQFM-12ZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9FM-L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-PNVL
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9FM-L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-PNVL
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The US Bureau of Investigation report by S. Heyser on 17 Oct 1917 (transcribed below) 

https://www.fold3.com/image/1060225 
 

https://www.fold3.com/image/1060225
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Among privates: 

 
“New York Times” 27 Jun 1918 
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AZ WWI military record, courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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The 1910 census – his brother Sibley Juan & family, brother Antonio B. Juan & family, his parents 

Joseph & Mary Juan & himself (Mathew Juan) – Gila River Indian Reservation -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/31111_4327232-

00295?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=131123018 
 

 
 

Mathew B. Juan American Legion Post No. 35, Chandler AZ - 
https://www.hthproject.com/directory/American-Legion-Chandler-Post-35-listing-12693.aspx   

 

https://www.hthproject.com/directory/American-Legion-Chandler-Post-35-listing-12693.aspx
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American Legion Post No. 35 in Chandler AZ changes its name in 1929 from Sahuaro Post to 

Mathew Juan Post – “Casa Grande (AZ) Dispatch” Friday 3 May 1929 p 5 
 
Name:  Mathew Bennett Juan 
Name variations: alias on Tuscania & WWI draft registration & wartime records: Mathew B. Rivers. 
Middle name found as Ben, Benjamin, Bennett. First name often spelled Matthew.  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 2, 1st Inf. Training Regt., 6th Co. - private 
Serial number: 251,576 
Entered service from: Sacaton, Pinal AZ 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Mathew B. Rivers 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Mary B. Juan, Sacaton AZ 
Body returned from war on:  "Somme" arriving Hoboken NJ 14 Mar 1921 
Body listed on return ship as: Mathew B. Rivers 
Unit & rank:  pvt, Co. K, 28th Inf 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Matthew Ben Rivers - b. 22 Apr 1892 Sacaton AZ; res: 
Sacaton AZ. Single. Not employed. Answers he was a natural-born citizen. [Native 
Americans are not considered citizens in 1917] but then states race is Indian. 
Unemployed. Tall & slender. Registered 26 Nov 1917 in Wichita Co. TX.  
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6482&h=16148098&tid=167008318&pid=222168626571&queryId=4e39
1d2a86fd432bd68ee38dde5a531d&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20904&_phstart=successSource  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Mathew B. Rivers 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed  
Born 22 Apr 1892 
Died 28 May 1918 
Address:  Sacaton AZ 
Rank/unit:  Co. K, 28th Infantry, private 
 
AZ, WWI military record: 
Mathew B. Rivers, serial 251576, race: White. Resident of Sacaton AZ. Inducted into Army at 
Wichita Falls TX on 11 Dec 1917 at age 25 years, 7 months. Born Sacaton AZ. In 6th Co., 1st Infantry 
Engineers Regiment 20 May 1918 – in Co. A, 28th Infantry to death. Rank: private. In engagement at 
Cantiginy [sic/Cantigny]. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to death. Killed in action 28 May 1928. Mother Mrs. 
Mary B. Juan of Sacaton AZ notified of death. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  22 Apr 1892 Sacaton, Pinal AZ  
Died: 28 May 1918 Cantigny, Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France (killed in action, 
by machine gun fire)  
Find A Grave record:  91859034, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location: Sacaton, Pinal AZ 
Cemetery:  C.H. Cook Memorial Church 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Arizona Pvt 28 Inf 
 
 
Father:  Joseph Juan, ca. 1850 AZ (1900 census), in Santan, Pinal AZ according to his son Sibley’s 
AZ death certificate. Newspaper accounts of Mathew’s re-interment in AZ in Apr 1921 describe his 
mother Mary as widowed. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Mary B. --- Juan, 1855 Santan, Pinal AZ – 30 Jan 1927 Santan, Pinal AZ. An erroneous report 
online claims she died in the same car accident as her son Sibley, but he died 25 Jan 1928. Her AZ 
death certificate (copied above) gives no cause of death at age 72; “unattended by physician.” No 
birthdate is listed. She is a widow. Her parents’ names are unknown; they were born in AZ. She was 
born, resided & died in San Tan, Pinal AZ. Buried in Upper Santan Cemetery, Sacaton, Pinal AZ. 
Find A Grave:  91860693 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  apparently not married 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: apparently none 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6482&h=16148098&tid=167008318&pid=222168626571&queryId=4e391d2a86fd432bd68ee38dde5a531d&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20904&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6482&h=16148098&tid=167008318&pid=222168626571&queryId=4e391d2a86fd432bd68ee38dde5a531d&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20904&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6482&h=16148098&tid=167008318&pid=222168626571&queryId=4e391d2a86fd432bd68ee38dde5a531d&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20904&_phstart=successSource
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Siblings:  his brother Antonio states the family consisted of 1 girl and 6 boys 
• Antonio B. Juan, 1870 – 23 Sep 1957 Sacaton Flats, Pinal AZ. A Presbyterian minister. His 

wife is listed as Jennie in the 1910 census & as his deceased wife Jennie D. Juan on his AZ 
death certificate. He was described as the “chief of the Pimas” in Jun 1925. Widowed at 
time of his death at age 87. Buried in Upper Santan Cemetery, Sacaton, Pinal AZ. Find A 
Grave: 91865981 

• Sibley Bennett Juan, Dec 1886 Santan, Pinal AZ – 25 Jan 1928 Tempe, Maricopa AZ. He was 
the head of the Indian police at Sacaton in Aug 1918 when his 7-year-old son accidentally 
shot himself to death. – He registered for the WWI draft (not required of Native Americans] 
on 16 Sep 1918 in Sacaton AZ, nearest relative Edith Juan, employed by the Indian police, 
Pima Agency, Sacaton AZ. - Killed in an automobile accident; he was found underneath his 
overturned car which had gone into a canal. The coroner ruled his death a drowning. His 
wife was listed as Edith in the 1910 census, on his 1918 WWI draft card & on his AZ death 
certificate; she is the administratrix of his estate. “Casa Grande (AZ) Dispatch” Thursday 15 
Aug 1929 p 6 – in Superior Court, Pinal Co. AZ, the estate of Sibley B. Juan, deceased, 
administratrix Edith Juan. Buried in Upper Santan Cemetery, Sacaton, Pinal AZ. Find A 
Grave: 91860226  

 
Notes: 
 
Mathew was the first Arizonan soldier killed in World War I.  He was the first Pima Native American 
killed in World War I. There are also claims that he was the first Native American (of any tribe) killed 
in World War I. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Some dispute the birthdate of 22 Apr 1892. He claimed to be age 25 when he registered for the draft 
on 26 Nov 1917. Some speculate he was underage (less than 18 years old); others wonder how he 
could pass for age 25 if 17 or younger. In the 1910 census, Mathew Juan lists an age of 19. This 
census was conducted 11 May 1910, and he would have been age 18 if the 22 Apr 1892 date was 
accurate. 
 
When Mathew was born in Arizona, it was a territory, and the civil registration of births was not 
required. Arizona became a state on 14 Feb 1912.  
 
Mathew attended the Sherman Institute in Riverside CA where he studied agriculture. This was a 
boarding school operated by the federal government for Native Americans. It is not known if he 
graduated from Sherman.  
 
He then returned to the Pima reservation in Sacaton AZ and worked at the experimental farm for 3 
years. He loved sports, excelling at baseball, but also enjoyed swimming, running and jumping. He 
also participated in rodeo, where he won many prizes; his specialty was calf roping. 
 
On 17 Sep 1917, the Ringling Brothers circus came to Phoenix AZ for a show. After seeing the 
performance, Mathew asked the manager for a job and began traveling with the circus. 
 
Wartime: 
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There are a variety of speculations about how Mathew ended up in the Army, which he entered 
using the name Matthew B. Rivers. Some claim he was underage and the information he provided 
about his birthdate and unemployment status when he registered for the draft on 26 Nov 1917 in 
Wichita County TX was deliberate on his part.  
 
But as a non-citizen, Mathew did not have to register for the draft nor serve in the military. Native 
Americans were not considered citizens until the US Congress enacted the Indian Citizenship Act 
on 2 Jun 1924. 
 
Agent S. Heyser of the U.S. Bureau of Investigation (later to be named the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the FBI) issued a report “In Re: Mathew B. River / Slacker” on 17 Oct 1917 in Wichita 
Falls TX. A slacker was the WWI term for draft evader (draft dodger). He had not registered on the 
national registration day of 5 Jun 1917, when he was living in Sacaton AZ, before he left with the 
circus. This report, using the surname “River” throughout, is copied verbatim: 
 
Mathew B. River, age 24, of the Pima Tribe of Indians, was arrested in Wichita Falls, Texas, by one of 
the local officers. I was called and interrogated River, and he stated that he knew about registration, 
and could read and write little. That on the day for registration he was working on a ranch 25 miles 
north of Phoenix, Ariz., and did not have any way to get to town. That his boss Mr. Etter took some 
other mexicans, and they worked all day, and he did not try to get to Phoenix to register. That he was 
born April 26th 1892. 
 
That he had been working for Wringling [sic/Ringling] Bros. show for the pat [sic/past] month. That 
he went over to Phoenix to see the show, and began work for the show. 
 
That the Pima Tribe was on reservation near Sacaton, Ariz., and he had been reared on this 
reservation.  That he knew of other Indians registering, but no one said any thing to him about 
registration ect. [sic/etc.] 
 
This Indian makes no denial of not registering; says that he had no way to get to town, knew about 
registration ect. [sic] He could not be called shrewd or very ignorant. He is an average Indian in 
intelligence, but seems unconcerned when asked if he would register. 
 
This matter will be held over until we hear from the United States Attorney. I believe that if he was 
registered and permitted to leave, that he would again have to be located and sent to the army. I am 
not familiar with the plans of the Government in handling the Indians, and what steps to take. 
 
It is speculated that, due to the fear that Mathew would not register and would depart, he might 
have been kept in custody in the time between this report on 11 Oct 1917 until he registered on 26 
Nov 1917, and perhaps until he was inducted on 11 Dec 1917. 
 
According to his Arizona WWI service record, Mathew Rivers entered the Army at Wichita Falls, 
Wichita Co. TX on 11 Dec 1917. This is 15 days after he registered for the draft. Various online 
stories (like the Wikipedia article) place his induction in San Antonio, Bexar Co. TX (about 400 miles 
away).  His AZ service card reports he was age 25 years, 7 months old at the time of his induction. 
 
He sent a postcard home to his parents that said, “I have joined the army.” After training at Camp 
Travis TX, he sailed to war aboard “Tuscania” on 25 Jan 1918 from NYC.  
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After surviving the sinking of the “Tuscania” on 5 Feb 1918, he was assigned to the 28th Infantry of 
the US Army’s 1st Division, “The Big Red One.” This regiment later became known as the “Black 
Lions” or the “Lions of Cantigny.” 
 
On 28 May 1918, the US fought the first sustained offensive battle of WWI at Cantigny, France. That 
day, Mathew was killed by machine gun fire. His body was buried in France. 
 
Post-war: 
 
In 1921, his family requested that his body be disinterred in France and returned to the US.  
 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Monday 4 Apr 1921 p 9 – bodies are beginning to arrive from overseas, among 
them that of Pvt. Mathew B. Rivers, Co. K, 28th Infantry. His nearest relative is Mrs. Mary Juan of 
Sacaton AZ. 
 
On 9 Apr 1921, over 1,000 people attended his reburial in the C.H. Crook Church cemetery in 
Sacaton AZ. This was the church Mathew had attended. The governor of AZ, Thomas Edward 
Campbell, who was unable to attend, provided a speech.  Newspaper accounts call him Mathew B. 
Rivers. This usage shifts to the surname Juan as time progresses. At the time of his reinterment, his 
mother & 2 brothers are listed as survivors. 
 
In 1927, the American Legion, Department of AZ, voted at its annual meeting to erect a memorial 
monument to Mathew B. Juan in Sacaton. On Memorial Day 1928, that monument was dedicated in 
what is now Veterans Memorial Park. There were large ceremonies conducted at this monument 
during WWII and on the 50th anniversary (1968) of Mathew’s death (during the Vietnam War).  
 
Namesake of American Legion Post No. 35, in Chandler, Maricopa AZ. It was renamed in Apr/May 
1929; its original name was the Sahuaro Post. 
 
“Casa Grande (AZ) Dispatch” Friday 29 Aug 1941 p 2 – Rev. Antonio B. Juan, retired Pima minister of 
the Presbyterian Church, conducted the Sunday morning church services at Gila Crossing & the 
Sunday evening services at Stotonic.  
 
Obituary: 
  
Censuses: 
 
The 1910 census entries are all on the same page (copied above) 
 
1910 Gila River Indian Reservation, Pinal Co. AZ – conducted 11 May 1910 
Joseph Juan, 60 AZ, Indian, parents b. AZ, in 1st marriage, dependent NG 
Mary, 50 AZ, Indian, parents b. AZ, in 1st marriage 
Mathew, 19 AZ, Indian 
[As part of the special census questions asked about Indians, all are Pima. Their parents were 
Pima. They live in a “civilized” dwelling, designated by the abbreviation Civ. This means they live in 
a house – either log, frame, brick or stone - as opposed to an “Aboriginal” dwelling (tent, tepee, 
etc.) 
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1910 Gila River Indian Reservation, Pinal Co. AZ – for his brother Antonio 
Antonio B. Juan, 29 AZ, Indian, parents b. AZ, born 1871, night watchman 
Jennie, 24 AZ, Indian, parents b. AZ, born 1876 
Alice, 2 AZ, Indian, parents b. AZ, born 1898 
[All family members are Pima, their parents were Pima, they live in a “Civilized” dwelling] 
 
1910 Gila River Indian Reservation, Pinal Co. AZ – for his brother Sibley 
Saplay Juan, 25 AZ, parents b. AZ, in 1st marriage, married 3 years, farming 
Edith, 24 AZ, parents b. AZ, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living 
Richard, 2 AZ, parents b. AZ 
[All family members are Pima, their parents were Pima, they live in a “Civilized” dwelling] 
 
1920 Gila River Indian Reservation, Pinal Co. AZ – for his brother Sibley & mother Mary 
Sibley Juan, 35 AZ, parents b. AZ, farmer, general farm [head of household] 
Edith, 33 AZ, parents b. AZ 
Rose, 4 AZ 
Edna, 1 AZ 
Next entry is for: 
Mary Juan, 75 AZ, widowed [no occupation listed] [head of household] 
 
 


