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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

TUSCANIA 
 
 
 

Jordan, William Fringer 
1897 IL – 1954 OH 
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William Fringer Jordan - “Decatur (IL) Herald” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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William Fringer Jordan - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KNHF-CZ1  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KNHF-CZ1
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In the American Legion, Alliance OH - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KNHF-

CZ1 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/KNHF-CZ1 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/KNHF-CZ1
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son Stanley Collins Jordan returns from WWII – “Alliance (OH) Review” Saturday 4 May 1946. 
William & Edna lived above the Jordan’s Dairy Store; Stan will join them as a partner. -

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KNHF-CZ1  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KNHF-CZ1
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Will runs away from home – “Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 3 Sep 1913 p 11 
 

 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Tuesday 16 Sep 1913 p 11 
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“Decatur (IL) Daily Review” Tuesday 16 Sep 1913 p 9 

 

 
Will’s attempt to stop a runaway wagon - “Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Thursday 27 Aug 1914 p 10 
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“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Monday 11 Mar 1918 p 10  
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“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Sunday 3 Mar 1918 p 15 
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William’s lifeboat landed on the shores of Islay, and 7 of the 20 men aboard died - The Tuscania 
was only one in a line of Will’s troubles – his heart was “displaced” in a baseball game, mastoid 

bone trouble kept him in bed for 16 weeks, one of his hands was almost cut off installing a window, 
one of his arms was almost cut off by a playmate, he had typhoid fever for 8 weeks, his leg was at 

the point of amputation – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Friday 5 Apr 1918 p 12 
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“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 12 Jun 1918 p 7 
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“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 21 Aug 1918 p 2 

 

 
Armistice – “Pana Recovers as From Dream” – “Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 13 Nov 

1918 p 4 
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“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Sunday 9 Mar 1919 p 24 

 
  

 
 

 

 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Monday 2 Jun 1919 p 10 
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“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Monday 2 Jan 1922 p 8 

 

 
Sep 1921 – source unknown, courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
The family moves to St. Paul MN in 1924, transferred by S.S. Kresge company - “Decatur 

(IL) Herald & Review” Monday 18 Aug 1924 p 10 
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His parents Will F. Jordan & Lillie Mae Jordan – Find A Grave 81404591 

 

 
William Fringer Jordan (right) in 1904 with sister Irene Lee Ellen Jordan (left) & mother Lillie 
Mae Murray Jordan (center) - https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/MNLR-XC7/irene-lee-

ellen-jordan-1893-1982 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/MNLR-XC7/irene-lee-ellen-jordan-1893-1982
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/MNLR-XC7/irene-lee-ellen-jordan-1893-1982
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William Fringer Jordan & son Stanley Collins Jordan – ca. 1947/1948 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KNHF-CZ1 
 

 
William Fringer Jordan, 1930, Uniontown PA - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/KNHF-CZ1 
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Edna Francis Proctor Jordan - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K6S2-

V6Q  
 
 

 
Obituary of wife Edna Francis Proctor Jordan Davis – “Uniontown (PA) Morning Herald” 

Tuesday 13 Sep 1977 p 3 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51741/images/News-PE-MO_HE-

51741_1977_09_13_0003?pId=512537603 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K6S2-V6Q
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K6S2-V6Q
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Obituary of his father Will F. Jordan, who outlived his son William Fringer Jordan – “Decatur (IL) 

Daily Review” Tuesday 16 Jun 1959 p 15 
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Obituary of his father Will F. Jordan – “Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 17 Jun 

1959 p 12 
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His parents’ 56th wedding anniversary – “Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Friday 25 Feb  1949 

p 20 
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His father arrested standing for freedom of the press – “Decatur (IL) Daily Review” Wednesday 22 

Feb 1899 p 2 
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Expelled from the Baptist Seminary in 1891, William Fringer Jordan’s father Will (whose 

own father was a minister) is buried from the Catholic Church - 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/K4RH-DZY 

 
 

 
From left: unnamed man (partial view), his wife Edna Proctor Jordan, William Fringer 

Jordan, his mother Lily Mae Murray Jordan, his father William Frank Jordan, ca. 1950 -  
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/K4RH-DZY 
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Washington University School for Nurses 1918 (St. Louis MO) 

 https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b919393-
00123?treeid=68414774&personid=38178791558&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20809&_phs

tart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1373754456 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b919393-00123?treeid=68414774&personid=38178791558&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20809&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1373754456
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b919393-00123?treeid=68414774&personid=38178791558&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20809&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1373754456
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b919393-00123?treeid=68414774&personid=38178791558&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20809&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1373754456
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Obituary of his sister Irene Lee Ellen Jordan Johnson – “The Californian” (Salinas CA) 

Monday 4 Jan 1982 p 14 
 
 
 

 
 William’s oldest child, daughter Virginia Jeanette Jordan Zimmerman -  

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/9N8J-B79 
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William’s youngest child, son William Proctor Jordan, in the Alliance (OH) High School 

yearbook 1951 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_580_1951_0030?us

ePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20816&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3964 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_580_1951_0030?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20816&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3964
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_580_1951_0030?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20816&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3964
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Obituary of his son William Proctor Jordan in the “Sedona (AZ) Red Rock News” 2 Apr 2008 

p 2A - http://srr.stparchive.com/Archive/SRR/SRR04022008p02.php 
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Obituary of William Fringer Jordan - “Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Tuesday 9 Nov 1954 

p 14 
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The S.S. Kresge store on Main Street in Alliance OH, 1937 (to the left, with awnings) - 

https://www.alliancememory.org/digital/collection/places/id/1569/  
 

Name:  William Fringer Jordan 
Name variations: Will Fringer Jordan – signed letters as Fringer 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 5th Squad - private 
Serial number: 249,889 
Entered service from:  Pana, Christian IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William F. Jordan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father William Jordan, 407 E. 3rd St., Bana [sic/Pana] IL 
Returned from war on:   "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William F. Jordan 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Lily Jordan, 507 E. 3rd St., Pana IL (chauffeur 
1st class, 100th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942): as William Fringer Jordan – b. 27 May 1897 Pana IL; res: 1052 
Parkside Dr., Alliance, Stark OH. NOK Edna F. Jordan, same address. Employed by S.S. Kresge Co. 
of Detroit MI at 346 E. Main St., Alliance, Stark OH. “scar on right elbow” Height: 5’9” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 
Discharged 14 Jun 1919 
Address:  320 W. Main St., Madison WI 
Rank/unit:  chauffeur 1st class, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  27 May 1897 Pana, Christian IL  

https://www.alliancememory.org/digital/collection/places/id/1569/
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Died: 7 Nov 1954 Alliance, Stark OH (Alliance Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 73525340, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Alliance, Stark OH 
Cemetery:  Fairmount Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William Frank Jordan, 2 Aug 1871 Shelbyville, Shelby KY – 18 Jun 1959 Pana, Christian IL. 
Son of Henry Franklin Jordan (F: 80968906) & Susan Lee (S.L.) Beard (F: 80968953). His father 
Henry was a Baptist minister, who founded two seminaries. William was expelled from a Baptist 
seminary, along with others, due to “drunkenness.” Newspaper journalist & editor. Buried in 
Mound Cemetery, Pana, Christian IL. 
Find A Grave:  81404630 
 
Mother:  Lillie (Lily) Mae Murray Jordan, 17 Nov 1873 Hoopeston, Vermilion IL – 24 Nov 1963 Pana, 
Christian IL. Daughter of William John Murray (1854-1927, F: 55333424) & Mary Ellen Sisler (1857-
1892, F: 198202774).  
Find A Grave:  81404591 
Parents’ marriage:  25 Feb 1893. W.F. Jordan, age 22, b. KY, resident of Pana IL, journalist, son of 
H.F. Jordan & Sue Beard, married Miss L.M. Murray, age 20, b. IL, daughter of W.J. Murray & M.E. 
Sisler. The couple were married in the Antlers Hotel, Taylorville, Christian Co. IL by William’s father, 
the Rev. H.F. Jordan.  
  
Spouse: Edna Francis Proctor Jordan, 20 Aug 1900 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 2 Sep 1977 
Salem, Stark OH. Daughter of George Sanders Proctor & Julia Jeanette MacDonald.  
After William’s death, she married Price Anthony (Albert?) Davis (1885-1967, F: 51280074) on 30 Jul 
1960. 
Buried in Fairmount Memorial Park, Alliance, Stark OH. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  189507713 
Marriage:   20 Jun 1919 Danville, Vermilion IL. 
 
Children: 

• Virginia Jeanette Jordan Zimmerman, 29 Jan 1921 Flint, Genesee MI – 21 Feb 1997 
Columbiana Co. OH. Her middle name has been found spelled Janet and Jenette. SSN 459-
36-1944. Wife of Michael G. Zimmerman (1919-1999, F: 189712119). Died at age 76, a 
registered nurse by occupation. She was married at the time of her death. Buried in 
Fairmount Memorial Park, Alliance, Stark OH. F: 189712136 

• Stanley Collins Jordan, 28 Jul 1924 Madison, Dane WI – 29 Jun 2002 Bakersfield, Kern CA. 
Tuscania researcher believes he was named for his father’s Tuscania comrade, Stanley 
Collins; both men had landed on the isle of Islay, Scotland. - Husband of Lois Florence Roe 
(1925-2006, F: 13814645). Marriage: “Ithaca (NY) Journal” Wednesday 21 Jun 1944 p 4 – 
Miss Lois Roe, daughter of Mrs. Florence Roe of Newfield NY, married Pvt. Stanley Collins 
Jordan, son of Mr. & Mrs. W.F. Jordan, 1052 Parkside Dr., Alliance OH, on Tuesday 20 Jun 
1944 in the Newfield Methodist Church. The matron of honor was Mrs. Michael Zimmerman 
of Alliance OH [Stanley’s sister Virginia]. She is in the US Nurse Corps & Stanley, a graduate 
of Alliance (OH) High School, will return to his base at Camp Shelby MS. - Lived in 
Uniontown PA as a young boy, then moved with his family to Alliance OH where he 
graduated from high school. Stanley served in the US Army in WWII. In 1943 while in Army 
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training, he met Lois Florence Roe, whom he married 20 Jun 1944. After the war, Stanley & 
Lois settled in Alliance OH where Stan worked with his father at Jordan’s Dairy. American 
Legion member. In 1958 he moved his family to Granada Hills CA to being a career as a 
State Farm Insurance adjuster, becoming a superintendent in 1971 in Bakersfield CA. He 
was survived by his wife Lois & 4 children. Buried in Ivy Lawn Cemetery, Ventura, Ventura 
Co. CA. F: 19446694 

• Infant male Jordan, b. & d. 6 Mar 1931 Uniontown, Fayette PA. Stillborn, to William F. Jordan 
(b. IL) & Edna Proctor (b. CA). Buried as “Baby Boy Jordan” in Sylvan Heights Cemetery, 
Oliver, Fayette PA. F: 205380455 

• William Proctor (“Bill”) Jordan, 29 Oct 1932 Uniontown, Fayette PA – 15 Mar 2008 
Cottonwood, Yavapai AZ.  Married 20 Jun 1951 in Stark Co. OH to Shirley Jean Kuntzman, 
daughter of Lester G. Kuntzman & Corinne Ramsey. Both were age 18. He was a salesman, 
she a bookkeeper. – At the time of his death, he had lived in the Verde Valley for 18 of his 45 
years in AZ. He retired from the US Air Force after 20 years. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Elizabeth (“Sissy”) Jordan. Survived by 2 sons, 2 stepsons (surname Wilson) & 2 
stepdaughters (their hyphenated surnames include Wilson). Resident of Sonoma, Yavapai 
AZ. – Served in the US Air Force 2 Oct 1967 & 30 Nov 1971 (among other times). 

 
Siblings:  

• Irene Lee Ellen Jordan Johnson, 18 Dec 1893 Pana, Christian IL – 1 Jan 1982 Monterey Co. 
CA (Monterey Pines Skill Nursing Convalescent Hospital). SSN 533-24-9990. Wife of Oscar 
Johnson (1891-1953, F: 124429804, a cook in the Medical Department in WWI). Illinois 
newspapers recount the visits of her mother when Irene & Oscar lived in Duluth MN. – 
Studied at the Washington University (St. Louis MO) School of Nursing. - At the time of her 
death, Irene lived at 1501 Skyline Dr., Monterey CA. She had lived in the Monterey Bay area 
for 38 years. Survived by 2 daughters & 2 sons.  - Buried in Garden of Memories, Salinas, 
Monterey CA, with a veteran tombstone noting her service as a nurse in the Army Nurse 
Corps, WWI. F: 124429757  

• Ancestry.com family trees list a male, born circa 1895 who died in 1895. William’s mother 
states in the 1900 and 1910 censuses that she had given birth to 2 children (Irene & 
William), both of whom were living.  

 
Notes: 
 
It is believed by Tuscania researcher Steven Schwartz that William Fringer Jordan named his son 
Stanley Collins Jordan after Tuscania casualty, Stanley Collins, of Knights Ferry CA. Both men were 
in lifeboats (the same lifeboat?) that crash-landed on the rocky shore of the isle of Islay, Scotland.  
 
William preceded his parents & only sibling in death. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – it is reasonably certain that Will Fringer Jordan of 
Pana IL, who is in the 100th Aero Squadron, was aboard Tuscania. 
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"Decatur (IL) Herald" 10 Feb 1918 p 3 – a telegram was sent from Sen. James Hamilton 
Lewis to William’s parents Mr. & Mrs. Will F. Jordan, Pana IL on 9 Feb 1918 which said Will 
Fringer Jordan was safe. One hour later, his parents got a telegram from the Army Adjutant 
General. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
William & his family moved frequently due to job transfers by his corporate employer, the S.S. 
Kresge Company, a discount department store chain, which in 1977 was renamed the Kmart 
Corporation. 
 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Saturday 16 Apr 1921 p 12 – Mrs. Will Fringer Jordan & little daughter 
Virginia left Friday noon for Peoria IL to join Will Fringer Jordan, where the 3 will make their new 
home. She & Virginia were guests of Will Fringer’s parents, Mr. & Mrs. Will F. Fringer, and other 
Pana IL relatives for several weeks.  
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Thursday 31 Jul 1924 p 13 – Mr. & Mrs. Will F. Jordan received a 
pleasant surprise early Monday morning when they got a telegram from their son Will Fringer Jordan 
of Madison WI who informed them that 6-pound Stanley Collins Jordan had arrived at his home. 
 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Tuesday 27 Jan 1925 p 8 – Mrs. Will Fringer Jordan, daughter Virginia 
& son Stanley Collins, who had been guests of her in-laws Mr. & Mrs. Will F. Jordan at their home at 
507 E. 3rd St., left for the family’s new home in Elgin IL, where her husband Will was transferred by 
the Kresge company from St. Paul MN.  
 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Wednesday 5 Aug 1925 p 12 – now the family resided in Canton OH 
 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Tuesday 1 Feb 1927 p 7 – a telegram was received at 5 p.m. 
Saturday by Will F. Jordan, editor of the “Palladium” newspaper, sent from hgis wife, who has 
staying at Flint MI, announcing the birth of Virginia Janet Jordan, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Will Fringer 
Jordan. 
 
“Decatur (IL) Herald & Review” Friday 29 Jun 1928 p 6 – Mr. & Mrs. Will Fringer Jordan & children of 
Uniontown PA & Will’s mother Mrs. Will F. Jordan drove to Belleville IL & St. Louis MO on 
Wednesday to visit old-time friends. 
 
“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Sunday 22 Jul 1934 p 5 – The temperature reached 108 degrees in Pana IL, 
resulting in several cases of heat prostration, among them that of Col. Will F. Jordan, veteran 
newspaper editor & “leader of the downstate Democracy.” His condition is serious. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Uniontown [PA] Morning Herald" 8 Nov 1954 p 13 & "Uniontown Evening Standard" 8 Nov 
1954 p 6 - age 57, resident of 1052 Parkside Dr., Alliance OH. Had a stroke 2 weeks ago. 
Was formerly the manager of the S.S. Kresge Co. store, Uniontown OH, then went to 
Alliance OH to manage the Kresge store there 1935-1945. Owner/operator of Bill & Stan's 
Dairy Store (Alliance OH). Member of the American Legion and 40 & 8. Was to receive a 
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lifetime membership in the Legion on 11 Nov 1954. Survived by wife Edna, 2 sons: Stanley 
Jordan (North Georgetown OH) & Staff Sgt. William P. Jordan (US Air Force, Anchorage AK), 
1 daughter Mrs. Virginia Zimmerman (Salem OH), sister Mrs. irene Johnson (Salinas CA) & 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Will F. Jordan, Pana IL. 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Belleville, St. Clair IL – 415 N. Walnut St. 
William F. Jordan, 28 KY, Aug 1871, father b. VA, mother b. LA, married 7 years, editor 
Lillie, 26 IL, Nov 1873, parents b. IL, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Irene L., 6 IL, Dec 1893 
William F., 3 IL, May 1897 
 
1910 Belleville, St. Clair IL  
William Jordan, 39 KY, father b. VA, mother b. LA, married 17 years, editor, news paper 
Lily, 36 IL, parents b. IL, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
W. Fringer, 12 IL 
Irene, 16 IL 
& roomer George Millet, 31 IL, parents b. France, stenographer, law office 
 
1920 Flint, Genesee MI – 2610 N. Saginaw St. 
Will F. Jordan, 22 IL, father b. KY, mother b. IL, manager, department store 
Edna, 19 CA, father b. Canada, mother b. MI, stenographer, spark plug factory 
& 3 female lodgers, all age 21, all stenographers at the spark plug factory 
 
1930 Uniontown, Fayette PA – Woodlawn Ave. 
William F. Jordan, 32 IL, father b. KY, mother b. IL, age 21 at 1st marriage, manager, chain stores, 
WWI veteran 
Edna F., 29 CA, father b. Canada, mother b. MI, age 18 at 1st marriage 
Virginia J., 9 MI 
Stanley C., 5 WI 
 
1940 – cannot locate 
 


