DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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Jordan, Lewis
1894 TX -1954 TX
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Marfa, Texas Funeral services '
£ Louls Jordan, who died here ‘
Sunday, Thursday were pending
the arrival of & son, August Jordan
a Marine en route from Korea

i The services will be conductrd]
| by American Legion Post Romand ,
Morales here with full military ,
honors. Mr. Jordan was a World ,
War 1 veteran (
In addition to his son, other sur- 1
ivivors include a brother Juan P. ¢
Jordan of Crane, Texas, and his
mother, Mrs. Josefa Perez Caserez
of Marfa ‘
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“El Paso (TX) Times” 9 Apr 1954 p 36 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/429713535/?terms=%22august%20jordan%22&mat

ch=1
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TX death record of wife Tommie, identifying her as Negro -


https://www.newspapers.com/image/429713535/?terms=%22august%20jordan%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/429713535/?terms=%22august%20jordan%22&match=1

Note TX death certificate of Lewis Jordan lists his race as Negro (Black) -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3357-9Y14-
9SFL?i=270&cc=1983324&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK37L-47B
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Joxdan, Lewis ; \251,536 *White .L
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Wounds or other injuries received in action: None,

Served overseas from . Y81 ﬁz. ......... ..Q....ﬁ/l&n f to t

Ionorably discharged on demobilization , 19, 19

In view of occupation he was, on date of discharge. reported Q. per cent disabled.
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Form No. 7241, A. G.O.  « Striko ont words not applicable. 1 Dates of departare from and arrival in the U. 8.
Nox, 22, }é}g. P

TXWWI military record — Lewis identified as white -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-49C9-
2?i=1141&cc=2202707&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-X6S3



WWI draft card shows the registrar believed him to be Black from his appearance but lists
him as Spanish American -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBN-
R5R?i=211&cc=1968530&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXJ-9KF



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBN-R5R?i=211&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXJ-9KF
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBN-R5R?i=211&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXJ-9KF
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death of Santos Jordan at age 20 years, on 25 Jul 1940 - Is he the nephew of Lewis, the son
of his brother Juan/John Jordan? Or a half-brother? Or full
brother?https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b06218
6-008637?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pld=23797790



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062186-00863?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=23797790
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062186-00863?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=23797790
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U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Flles 1861 1934 fc-r John Jordan

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/4654/images/32959_032915-
03679?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20734&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=1
151475
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Thls appears to be LeW|s s brotherJuan P. Jordan here listed as John - Convict number
35639 Huntsville TX-John Jordan, age 23, height 5’11 %” - 136 lbs., light brown
complexion, medium dark brown eyes, black hair, 2 scars on left index finger, upper
forearm, 2 scars back of left hand, size 9 shoes, not married, uses tobacco, temperate
habits, limited education, able to read, able to write, 2 years of school, born 1891, place of
birth left blank, father born TX
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Mother born Mexico, occupation: laborer, convicted 7 Jan 1914 of manslaughter, term of
imprisonment 2 years, from Jeff Davis County, resident of Fort Davis, guilty plea, received
in prison 7 Feb 1914, sentence expiration 7 Jan 1916, discharged 10 Nov 1915




Texas, U.S., Convict and Conduct Registers, 1875-1945 for John Jordan

B 032061-03T000

Convict Record Ledgers » Huntsville »
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2143/images/33039_258574-
00193?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryld=028cc7ce31ee4ef72¢c118992d89681d0&useP
UB=true&_phsrc=hFB20735&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=205548

o5 M itV

| T;i Tl {iﬁ‘\‘.

i :j‘\ﬁ“r‘m

National Historic Site
Texas

Fort Davis

Born at Fort Davis, Jeff Davis County TX- https://www.nps. gov/foda/index. htm
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1900 census - Justice Precinct 4, Caldwell Co. TX-Tommie Lawsha not listed but Lottie is

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4111992_006127?usePU
B=true&_phsrc=hFB20781&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=43115530
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https://www.nps.gov/foda/index.htm
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4111992_00612?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20781&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=43115530
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4111992_00612?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20781&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=43115530
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1910 census - Austin, Travis Co. TX, 2004 E. 14 St. — family is now listed as mulatto -
Tommie Lawsha not listed but Lottie is -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/4455037_003847?usePU
B=true&_phsrc=hFB20782&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=28675329

Name: Lewis Jordan

Name variations: Louis Jordan

Military:

On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private

Serial number: 251,536

Entered service from: Marfa, Presidio TX

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Lewis Jordan

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Josepha Perez, Marfa TX

Returned from war on: "Agamemnon" Jun 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Lewis Jordan

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Jordan, Marfa TX (PFC, 3rd Co., Ser. C. Bn. 1st
RD)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Lewis Jordan - b. 1891 Fort Davis TX; res: Fort Davis TX.
Single. Laborer, Spanish-American race. Private in the infantry for 2 months in Mexico. He
made an X mark (and there is no signature by the registrar)."from appearance he is of
African descent although swears to the contrary" — the bottom left-hand corner on the 1%t
page was cut off the card to indicate he was Black (colored).

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Marfa TX

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Lewis [middle name: none] Jordan - b. May 1892 Fort
Davis TX, res: Marfa, Presidio TX, NOK Mrs. Tommy Jordan, Marfa TX. Employed by P.A.
Jackson, Marfa, Presidio TX. Race: white. Height: 5’9” — 185 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted 19 Nov 1917

Discharged 23 Jul 1919

Address: Marfa TX

Rank/unit: private, Cas Co 5473

TX, WWI military record:

Lewis Jordan, race: white, serial 251536. Resident of Marfa, Jeff Davis Co. TX. Born Ft.
Davis TX. Inducted into the Army on 31 Oct 1917 at age 26. In 3 Co. Serv Bn ASC to
discharge. Rank: private. Overseas 6 Jan 1918 to 18 Jan 1919. Discharged 30 Jun 1919. 0%
disabled.

Birth & death:

Born: 20 Jul 1894 Fort Davis TX [WWI draft: 1891] [WWII draft: May 1892] [Social Security: 9
Jun 1893]

Died: 4 Apr 1954 Marfa, Presidio TX

Find A Grave record:

Burial location: Marfa, Presidio TX


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/4455037_00384?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20782&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=28675329
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/4455037_00384?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20782&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=28675329
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Cemetery: Cementario de la Merced (“Merced Cemetery”) according to TX death certificate
Tombstone:

Father: John Jordan, listed as born in Fort Davis, Jeff Davis Co. TX. Presumably dead by Aug 1932.
His widow Josefa Perez Jordan applies for his Army pension on 23 Aug 1932 in TX. John had served
in the Indian Wars as part of the 9" US Cavalry, F Co. The bounty land was at Fort Davis TX. A note
said he had died. Found aJohn W. Jordan (1858 TX — 1908) buried in Marfa TX, F: 205480824,
whose wife was Ida lee Kerr (1870-1942). Might he have been born 19 Mar 1878, d. 21 May 1947,
SSN 551-30-78477?

Find A Grave:

Mother: Josefa/Josepha Perez Jordan Casarez, b. ca. 1876 or 1879 Mexico — 1 Oct 1960 Presidio
Co. TX. Was 1 married at age 13, she claimed. She was married to Serapis Casarez (whose
surname appears spelled in several variations).

Find A Grave:

Parents’ marriage:

Spouse: Tommie L. (apparently Lottie) Lawsha --- Jordan, 8 Apr 1892 Austin, Travis TX - 25 Feb
1952 Marfa, Presidio TX. Daughter of Thomas Lawsha (Lasha) & Clara Jones. Reported she was age
13 at her 1**marriage. Seems to appear as Lottie Lawsha in the 1900 & 1910 censuses. In the 1910
census for Austin, Travis TX, Lottie Lawsha resides with her family at 2004 E. 14" St. They are
identified as mulatto.

Ancestry.com TX death certificates account for several of Tommie’s siblings. They are all identified
on their death certificates as Negro (Black). Her siblings include Andrew Jackson Lawsha (1882-
1959, F: 80108032), Lula B. Lawsha Jones (1887-1982, F: 172899518), James Lawsha (1898-1951),
Caroline Frances Lawsha Jones (1906-1971), Thomas Carl Lawsha (1907-1963), Lida M. Thompson
Dillworth (1910-1974), Robert L. (Lasha) Lawsha (1910-1971, F: 180063206), Susie Lasha (1913-
1965). Many of her family members are buried in Lincoln Memorial Cemetery, Dallas, Dallas TX.
Her TX death certificate lists her parents’ birthplace as MS. “No attending physician. Patient was
asthmatic. Inquest held.” Race: Negro. Married. Died at age 59 years, 1 months, 17 days.
Housewife. Buried in Marfa TX, with body removed on 28 Feb 1952 at Austin TX.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage: ca. 1925 (according to his response in the 1930 census)

Children:

e Gustavo Victor (August) Jordan, 29 Apr 1931 Marfa, Presidio TX — 13 Apr 1997 San Diego Co.
CA. SSN 450-50-7676. Social Security lists his race as white. Son of Lewis Jordan & Tommie
Lasha. Was a corporal in the US Marine Corps 13 Jul 1951 to 12 Jul 1954. Married Juna M.
Heneka 30 Dec 1954 in San Diego Co. CA. In the 1973 San Diego, San Diego Co. CA city
directory, Gustavo V. Jordan & wife June M. live at 3587 Monroe Avenue. He is a
maintenance man for the Stardust Motor Hotel. — Buried in Fort Rosecrans National
Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. F: 854978

Relative: is Santos the son? Brother? Half-brother? of Lewis?
e Listed as a grandson of Josefa Perez Jordan Casarez in the 1940 census (13 Apr 1940) is
Santos Jordan. In the 1930 census listed as the son of Josefa. He died on 25 Jul 1940 at age
20 years, 8 months, 24 days, in the San Antonio State Hospital of hypostatic pneumonia,
with epilepsy as a contributing factor. He had been hospitalized from 1 Jul 1940 to 25 Jul
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1940. Santos was born 1 Nov 1919 in Marfa, Presidio TX, son of John Jordan (b. Fort Davis
TX) and Casimara Estrella (b. US). He was buried in Marfa TX. Santos’s race was listed as
Mexican/Negro.

Siblings:

e Juan P. (John)Jordan, 12 Apr 1890 Fort Davis, Jeff Davis Co. TX - Seems to be TX convict
35639 who was an inmate at the Huntsville TX prison from 1914 to 1915 for manslaughter.
Identified as Black in the 1940 census. — On his WWI (1917) draft card, he is single, a
laborer, age 27, tall & slender, registered in Jeff Davis Co., birthdate of 12 Apr 1890 Fort
Davis TX. - He may be the Juan Jordan who obtained a marriage license with Maria Pilar
Saenzin 1925 (“El Paso Times” Tuesday 17 Feb 1925 p 5).

Notes:
This family has proved challenging.

In regard to race, family members have been identified as White, Negro (Black), mulatto and Latino
(Spanish-American).

According to his WWI (1917) draft registrar, Lewis looked African-American although he claimed he
wasn’t. His wife Tommie and her family are always identified as Negro (Black). Since the Texas
laws against interracial marriage were not struck down until the US Supreme Court ruling in 1967 in
Loving v. Virginia, had Lewis identified himself as white after he married Tommie, he would have
been in violation of Texas miscegenation laws. Inthe 1940 census, his Latino mother Josefa
identifies herself as White while her two sons are identified as Black.

Use this data with caution as it requires more research.

Pre-war:

Wartime:

“Austin (TX) American” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 —among the survivors: Lewis Jordan of Marfa TX
Post-war:

Obituary:

"EL Paso (TX) Times" 9 Apr 1954 p 36 - "Jordan Rites Pending" as Lewis’s son August Jordan,
US Marine Corps, is en route home from Korea. Lewis died in Marfa TX. Services to be
conducted by American Legion (Marfa). Other survivors are his brother Juan P. Jordan
(Crane TX) & mother Mrs. Josefa Perez Caserez (Marfa). WWI veteran.

TX death certificate — Lewis Jordan, b. 20 Jul 1894 Fort Davis TX. Resident of Marfa, Presidio TX; died
in Marfa, Presidio TX at age 59 years, 11 months, 14 days on 4 Apr 1954. Race: Negro. Carpenter.
Son of John Jordan (b. Fort Davis TX) & Josefa Perez (b. Fort Davis TX). Widowed. Died of a heart
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attack, probably coronary occlusion. Buried in Merced Cermetery 10 Apr 1954, with undertaker
from Marfa TX.

Social Security number: 466-07-5591. Social Security records list him as White.
Censuses:

1900 Justice Precinct 1, Jeff Davis Co. TX - is this his father?
JohnJordan, 56 TN, parents b. VA, Black, partner, general store. Single. Birthplaces of his parents
are unknown.

1910 Justice Precinct 1, Jeff Davis Co. TX —is this his father?
John Jourdan, 60 TN, parents’ birthplaces unknown, single, Black, cook for private family

1930 Justice Precinct 1, Marfa, Presidio TX

Louis Jordan, 36 TX, Negro, parents b. TX, carpenter, building, age 31 at 1t marriage, WWI
veteran

Tommie, 34 TX, Negro, father b. Mexico, mother b. OK, age 13 at 1** marriage

1930 Marfa, Presidio TX — his mother & stepfather

Srapis Casarez, 55 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, age 40 at 1** marriage, carpenter, lumber
company

Josepha M. Casarez, 55 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, age 16 at 1 marriage

Santos J. Casarez, 11 TX, parents b. Mexico

[all are of the Mexican race]

1940 Marfa, Presidio TX - all lived in the same house in 1935 - conducted 13 Apr 1940
Serapio Casaras, 62 Mexico, white, naturalized [head of household]

Josepha P. Casaras, 62 Mexico, white, naturalized [wife] [she is the mother of Louis & Juan]
Louis Jordan, 47 TX, Negro, cement worker [son]

Tommie Jordan, 42 TX, Negro [daughter-in-law]

Santos Jordan, 21 TX, Negro [grandson]

August Jordan, 9 TX, Negro [grandson]

Juan Jordan, 49 TX, Negro, laborer, W.P.A. project, US Army Camp [son]



