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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Jones, Chester Harold 
1894 PA – 1961 PA 
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About to sail on Tuscania - “Titusville (PA) Herald” Friday 25 Jan 1918 p 2 
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“Titusville (PA) Herald” Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 6 
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PA death certificate of Chester Harold Jones - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0859-
03503?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=a23ed4747f7ebd32f6a7a71c5347a2c3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=

hFB20183&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6716755 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0859-03503?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=a23ed4747f7ebd32f6a7a71c5347a2c3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20183&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6716755
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0859-03503?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=a23ed4747f7ebd32f6a7a71c5347a2c3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20183&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6716755
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0859-03503?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=a23ed4747f7ebd32f6a7a71c5347a2c3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB20183&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6716755
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Left: Obituary of father John Jay Jones – “Oil City (PA) Blizzard” Wednesday 15 Sep 1954 p 9 – Right: 

Obituary of mother Isabelle Shaffer Jones – “Warren (PA) Times Mirror” Tuesday 11 May 1937 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_320214636_1125-

01223?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1822515 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_320214636_1125-01223?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1822515
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_320214636_1125-01223?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1822515
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PA death certificate for wife Florence Mapes Jones - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0872-
01352?pId=6646434 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0872-01352?pId=6646434
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0872-01352?pId=6646434
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Oil City PA news: marriage of Chester Harold Jones & Florence Mapes, with his sisters Virginia & Gertrude as 

bridesmaids - “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 4 Jul 1920 p 53 
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PA death certificate of sister Virginia E. Jones, died 9 Oct 1947 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0833-

00529?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=6917720 
 

 
Obituary of sister Virginia E. Jones – “Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Friday 10 Oct 1947 p 11 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0833-00529?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=6917720
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_646933_0833-00529?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=6917720
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Marriage of niece Margaret Elizabeth King, daughter of his Gertrude Valerie Jones and William Ignatius King – 

3 Jul 1954 Fairfax Co. VA 
 

 
Obituary of Chester Harold Jones - “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Monday 30 Oct 1961 p 9 
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Obituary of daughter-in-law Marion LaTrelle Harden Jones - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2120/images/32282_B035865-
JonesMarion2006?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=9643 

           

   
Plesantville PA news: Left: “Titusville (PA) Herald” Tuesday 29 Nov 1960 p 6 – Right: “Titusville (PA) 

Herald” Saturday 16 Jan 1960 p 7 
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Pleasantville PA news – Left: “Titusville (PA) Herald” Tuesday 29 Nov 1960 p 6 – Right: “Titusville (PA) Herald” 

Saturday 9 Jul 1960 p 10 
 

 
“Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Friday 8 Oct 1943 p 11 
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“Warren (PA) Times-Mirror” Friday 20 Jul 1951 p 2 

 

 
“Oil City Derrick” Thursday 23 Jan 1958 p 14 
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“Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Monday 23 Nov 1925 p 13 
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“Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Tuesday 22 Dec 1925 p 15 

 
 

 
“Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Saturday 24 Nov 1928 p 11 

 

 
“Warren (PA) Times-Mirror” Thursday 12 Mar 1931 p 11 

 

 
“Warren (PA) Times-Mirror” Monday 13 Jun 1932 p 7 
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Name:  Chester Harold Jones 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - sergeant 
Serial number: 250,336 
Entered service from: Endeavor, Forest PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Chester H. Jones 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father J.J. Jones, Endeavor PA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Chester H. Jones 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father John J. Jones, Endeavor PA (pvt, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Chester H. Jones, b. 7 Jan 1894 Endeavor, Forest Co. PA; 
res: YMCA, Spring St., Titusville PA. Single. Clerk at Howard and Beaver, Titusville PA. Medium 
height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Endeavor PA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Chester Harold Jones - b. 7 Jan 1894 Endeavor PA; res: 
State St., Pleasantville, Vanengo PA. NOK Florence Jones, Pleasantville PA. Employed by self, 
hardware dealer, Pleasantville, Vanengo PA. “crooked right wrist” Height: 5’8” – 145 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 18 Sep 1917 
Discharged 12 Jun 1919 
Address:  West Hickory PA 
Rank/unit:  private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Jan 1894 Endeavor, Forest PA  
Died: 26 Oct 1961 Titusville, Crawford PA  
Find A Grave record:  85231597, presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location: Pleasantville, Venango PA 
Cemetery:  Fairview 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Jay Jones, 22 Jul 1859 Wallaceville, Venango PA – 14 Sep 1954 Pleasantville, Venango 
PA. Son of Isaac Jones & Marilla Hunter. Died at Chester’s home, where he had lived for the past 8 
years, of arteriosclerotic heart disease & senility. Was a lumber mill inspector. Buried in Fairview 
Cemetery, Pleasantville, Venango PA. 
Find A Grave:  85230293 
 
Mother:  Isabelle L. (“Belle”) Shaffer Jones, 26 Jun 1869 Church Hill, Forest PA – 10 May 1937 
Endeavor, Forest PA. Daughter of Jacob Shaffer & Mary Ellen Church. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, 
Pleasantville, Venango PA. 
Find A Grave: 85231032   
Parents’ marriage:  9 Oct 1889 
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Spouse:  Florence Mapes Jones, 9 Apr 1893 Pleasantville, Venango PA – 19 Dec 1963 Titusville, 
Crawford PA. Daughter of Harrison C. Mapes & Martha Lock Carpenter. Buried in Fairview 
Cemetery, Pleasantville, Venango PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 85231938   
Marriage: 26 Jun 1920 Pleasantville, Venango PA 
 
Children: 

• William Gordon Jones, 22 Jan 1923 Warren, Warren PA – 7 May 1988. SSN 182-12-7883. 
Ancestry.com family tree claims his wife was Adeline Whitney (1882-1962). On his 1942 
WWII draft registration, a resident of Pleasantville PA, NOK Chester H. Jones of 
Pleasantville, employed at Struthers-Wells-Titusville Iron Works. On 5 May 1950 applies for 
veterans compensation as a resident of Ladd Field, Fairbanks AK, in the 5001st Maintenance 
Squadron. Began military service 31 Oct 1942 & discharged 2 Mar 1946.  Another record 
says entered the Air Force 2 Nov 1945 & left 31 May 1955. Serial number 13155742. Buried 
in Fairview Cemetery, Pleasantville, Venango PA. F: 89028393 

• James Harrison Jones, 9 Oct 1927 Titusville, Crawford PA – 23 Jul 2015 Jacksonville, Duval 
FL. Married on 19 Mar 1953 to Marion LaTrelle Harden (1931-2006, F: 130980494), the 
daughter of Jessie Thomas Harden & Lillian Olee Chitty. She is buried in Oaklawn Cemetery, 
Jacksonville, Duval FL. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, John is a resident of 
Pleasantville PA where his next-of-kin Chester H. Jones also resides. He is employed at 
Cities Service Oil Co. in Titusville PA. Becomes a lieutenant colonel in the US Air Force, 
serving in WWII, Korean War & Vietnam. Buried in Jacksonville National Cemetery, 
Jacksonville, Duval FL. F: 179546384 

 
Siblings: Chester was the 2nd-oldest of the 4 surviving children; an additional sibling had died by 
the 1900 census. 

• Virginia E. Jones, 18 Jun 1892 Fagundas, Forest or Warren County, PA – 9 Oct 1947 Hickory, 
Forest PA. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Pleasantville, Venango PA. F: 91480646 

• Heber Marion Jones, 11 Dec 1895 Endeavor, Forest PA – 7 Nov 1988 Noblesville, Hamilton 
IN. Husband of Lillian Adele Vosburgh (1894-1976, F: 85229292) whom he married on 6 Jun 
1925 in Oil Creek township, Crawford Co. PA. Lillian Vosburgh had been the maid of honor 
at his brother Chester’s wedding to Florence Mapes. Married on 22 Apr 1978 to Lois Ellen 
Whitehill Mong (1912-2005, F: 75567178). Lois had previously married Walter Eugene Mong 
(1909-1964) on 22 Jun 1934.  Buried in Union Cemetery, Titusville, Crawford PA. F: 
153068939 

• Gertrude Valerie Jones King, 13 Aug 1898 PA – Aug 1987. SSN 194-40-3048. Wife of William 
Ignatius King (F: 93748211) whose obituary appears in the “Warren (PA) Times-Mirror” 
Saturday 9 May 1970 p 2. Marriage license: “Potter Enterprise” (Coudersport PA) Thursday 
26 Jun 1930 p 10 – between William I. King, West Hickory PA & Gertrude V. Jones, Endeavor 
PA, on Friday. - Both Gertrude & William are buried in Mount Collins Cemetery, Tionesta, 
Forest Co. PA. F: 93748234 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
1914 Warren PA city directory: 
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Jones, Chester H., bookkeeper, W.N. Bank, boards at 239 Penn’a Ave. W. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Titusville (PA) Herald” Monday 6 Aug 1917 p 5 – there are 92 draftees reporting for their physical 
examinations, among them man 72, number 1705, Chester H. Jones of Titusville 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those reported safe on Tuscania: Chester H. 
Jones, Endeavor PA 
 
"Titusville (PA) Herald" 15 Mar 1918 p 6 - was thrown into sea & picked up later & taken to shore in 
lifeboat, 1 of 3 Endeavor PA men aboard  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
There are numerous articles on Newspapers.com for Chester. 
 
Chester became a 32nd-degree Mason: 
“Potter Enterprise” (Coudersport PA) Thursday 14 Feb 1924 p 1 – among those attained the 32nd 
degree in Masonry at the Coudersport Consistory was Chester H. Jones of West Hickory PA. 
 
“Oil City (PA) Derrick” Friday 16 Aug 1929 p 10 – Mr. & Mrs. John Jones & daughter Virginia spent 
Saturday evening with their son & family, Mr. & Mrs. Chester Jones. 
 
“Warren (PA) Times-Mirror” Friday 16 Oct 1931 p 2 – Mr. & Mrs. Mapes of Pleasantville PA spent 
Sunday with their daughter Mrs. Chester Jones & family. 
 
“Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Friday 7 Aug 1942 p 11 – the Oil City Rationing Board reported on tire 
certificates issued July 27-30, among them awarding 2 truck retreads to merchant Chester H. 
Jones. 
 
Chester & Florence were active in the Presbyterian Church, such as: 
“Titusville (PA) Herald” Saturday 17 Jan 1959 p 7 – elders were elected in the Presbyterian 
Westminster Guild, among them Chester H. Jones. 
 
1959 Titusville PA city directory 
Jones, Chester H. (Florence) retired, 146 E. State St., 9-7623 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Pittsburgh Post-Gazette" 30 Oct 1961 p 9 – died at age 67. Hardware store owner for many years in 
Pleasantville. Died in Titusville 27 Oct 1961.  
 
“Oil City (PA) Derrick” Tuesday 29 May 1962 p 10 – Venango County has lost 97 veterans since last 
Memorial Day, among them Chester Harold Jones of Pleasantville PA. 
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Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Hickory, Forest PA 
John J. Jones, 40 PA, Jul 1859, parents b. PA, married 10 years, lumber inspector 
Isabella, 30 PA, Jun 1869, parents b. PA, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Virginia E., 7 PA, Jun 1892 
Chester H., 6 PA, Jan 1894 
Heber M., 4 PA, Dec 1895 
Gertrude V., 1 PA, Aug 1898 
 
1910 Hickory, Forest PA 
John G. Jones, 50 PA, in 1st marriage, parents b. PA, foreman, lumber yard 
Isabell, 40 PA, in 1st marriage, parents b. PA, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Virginia, 17 PA 
Chester, 16 PA, salesman, retail groc. 
Heber, 14 PA 
Gertrude, 11 PA 
 
1920 Warren, Warren PA – 304 Liberty St. 
Roomers with Edwin S. Africa (physician), his wife Elizabeth B. Africa, their 2 sons & numerous 
other roomers: 
Heber M. Jones, 24 PA, parents b. PA, bookkeeper, hardware business 
Chester H. Hones, 26 PA, parents b. PA, salesman, wholesale groc. 
[their names are widely separated on the page, with Heber’s listed first] 
 
1930 Harmony, Forest PA 
Chester H. Jones, 36 PA, parents b. PA, age 26 at 1st marriage, merchant, general store, WWI 
veteran 
Florence M., 37 PA, father b. NY, mother b. NH, age 27 at 1st marriage 
William G., 7 PA 
John H., 2 PA 
 
1940 Pleasantville, Venango PA – same house in 1935 – School St. 
Chester H. Jones, 46 PA, owner/manager hardware company 
Florence M., 46 PA 
Gordon, 17 PA 
John H., PA 
 


