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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Johnston, Louis Trunnel 
1888 TX – 1953 AR 
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Left: Louis Trundle Johnston – at age 2 in Paris, Lamar TX –  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-
357464220/media/64c1a91f-1683-4b54-9eb5-

941e5ed3a207?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource – at age 4 in Little Rock AR - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-

357464220/media/a9e3a864-e181-44b4-8576-
569d270c45f1?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-357464220/media/64c1a91f-1683-4b54-9eb5-941e5ed3a207?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-357464220/media/64c1a91f-1683-4b54-9eb5-941e5ed3a207?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-357464220/media/64c1a91f-1683-4b54-9eb5-941e5ed3a207?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-
357464220/media/f9209c55-a378-4416-807e-

648a204160b0?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-357464220/media/f9209c55-a378-4416-807e-648a204160b0?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-357464220/media/f9209c55-a378-4416-807e-648a204160b0?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-357464220/media/f9209c55-a378-4416-807e-648a204160b0?_phsrc=hFB19772&_phstart=successSource


4 
 

 

 
“Paris (TX) Morning News” 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Paris (TX) Morning News” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
This story about a letter home is contradicted by the next story – “Paris (TX) Morning News” 

Tuesday 18 Feb 1919 p 2 
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“Paris (TX) Morning News” Tuesday 5 Mar 1918 p 3 

 
“Paris (TX) Morning News” Tuesday 1 Oct 1918 p 2 
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“Paris (TX) Morning News” Sunday 9 Mar 1919 p 6 

 

 
“Paris (TX) Morning News” Thursday 14 Aug 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Paris (TX) Morning News” Sunday 2 Jan 1921 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2995/images/40457_2421402106_05
31-00516?pId=46978  
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AR death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00217-
03052?treeid=11974820&personid=-

357464220&hintid=&queryId=1a6efd875df46132e0a84b0e3489e015&usePUB=true&_phsr
c=hFB19799&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=660750 



11 
 

 



12 
 

 



13 
 

 

 
Obituary of his father James Henry Johnston – “Paris (TX) Morning News” Friday 20 Feb 

1920 p 3 
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“Paris (TX) Morning News” 20 Aug 1920 p 5 
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Left: father James Henry Johnston – Find A Grave 45318379 – Right: mother Sue Lee Trundle 
Johnston, Find A Grave 45318315 

    

   
Sister Bessie Elizabeth Johnston Ferguson – left:  Find A Grave 6988640 – right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-359501541/media/87bf96b5-
cdbd-4cf2-93d5-4793c73acee0?_phsrc=hFB19788&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-359501541/media/87bf96b5-cdbd-4cf2-93d5-4793c73acee0?_phsrc=hFB19788&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11974820/person/-359501541/media/87bf96b5-cdbd-4cf2-93d5-4793c73acee0?_phsrc=hFB19788&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of his sister Sue Mildred Johnston – a Catholic religious sister in the Ursuline Order whose 
name was Sister Mary Francis – “Odessa (TX) American” 10 Jun 1970 – Find A Grave 62676192  
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Obituary of his sister Bessie Elizabeth Johnston Ferguson – “Paris (TX) News” Monday 9 Oct 1933 p 
5 
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His son Louis T. Johnston Jr. & family “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Sunday 2 Oct 1955 p 43 
 

 
Visit by his daughter Barbara June Johnston Simonds – “Northwest Arkansas Times” (Fayetteville 

AR) Monday 6 Oct 1952 p 9 
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Obituary of his wife Edna I. Cloud Johnston – “San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Thursday 28 Apr 
1983 p 87 
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Name:  Louis Trunnel Johnston 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number: 251,464 
Entered service from: Paris, Lamar TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Louis T. Johnston   
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father J.H. Johnston, Paris TX 
Returned from war on:  "Great Northern" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Louis Trunnel Johnston 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father John H. Johnston, Paris TX (pvt, Co. D, 125th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Louis Trunnel Johnston - b. 14 Jul 1888 Paris TX; res: 
Davenport, Red River TX (indexed with middle name as Trummel). Farmer for myself, Darlington TX. 
Single. Short & stout.  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Louis Trunnell Johnston - b. 14 Jul 1888 Paris TX; res: 
Chester, Crawford AR. NOK Edna Johnston, same address. Employed by W.P.A., Fort Smith AR. 
“scar on right side” Height: 5’2” – 124 lbs. [this figure does not agree with the WWI “stout” 
statement nor his photograph] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 9 Sep 1917 
Discharged 24 May 1919 
Address:  451 Clarksville St., Paris TX 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. D, 125th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 14 Jul 1888 Paris, Lamar TX  
Died: 9 Aug 1953 Fayetteville, Washington Co. AR (Veterans Administration Hospital)  
Find A Grave record:  6219380, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location: Springdale, Washington AR 
Cemetery:  Friendship 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Texas Pvt Co D 125 Inf 2 Div WWI 
 
Father: James Henry Johnston, Sr., 14 Jul 1845 Davenport [then known as Jonesboro], Red River TX 
– 19 Feb 1920 Lamar Co. TX. Son of James Henry Johnston & Martha Lucy Cox, both b. in SC. 
Referred to in newspaper articles as Captain J.H. Johnston; his obituary calls for fellow 
Confederate veterans to attend. Died of influenza, which developed into pneumonia. He had 2 
surviving half-brothers, Butler Caldwell & J.G. Caldwell. Farmer, with large real estate holdings in 
Lamar, Red River & Hunt counties, some property in the city of Paris TX & a large tract of land near 
the Tampico, Mexico, oil fields.  Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Paris, Lamar TX.   
Find A Grave:  45318379 
 
Mother:  Sue Lee Trundle Johnston, 11 Oct 1859 MO – 11 Sep 1899 Lamar Co. TX. Daughter of 
Hezekiah Lewis Trundle & Sarah Ann Lee. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Paris, Lamar TX. 
Find A Grave:  45318315 
Parents’ marriage:   
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Spouse:  Edna I. Cloud Johnston, 29 Apr 1896 TX – 26 Apr 1983 San Bernardino Co. CA. Daughter of 
James C. Cloud & Jessie Elizabeth Lee. Buried in Friendship Cemetery, Springdale, Washington Co. 
AR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  6219381 
Marriage: Aug 1919 
 
Children: 

• Louis Trunnel Johnston, Jr., 13 Jul 1920 TX – 25 Jul 1984 Durant, Bryan OK. SSN 430-20-
4185. Served in the Army from 16 Jun 1941 to 25 Oct 1945 and 7 Aug 1946 to 31 May 1962. 
Married to a woman (Isabelle?) named Maddux, whose parents were James Martin Maddux 
(1885-1963, F: 162376674, obituary in “Southeast Oklahoman” [Hugo OK] 24 Jan 1963 p 1) 
& Carmen Maguffee (1905-1995, F: 162376692). In Carmen’s obituary in the “Paris (TX) 
News” 1 Nov 1995 p 16, there is a daughter Isabella who is married to a Robinson. Louis & 
his wife adopted a son Trunney Johnston when he was stationed in Newfoundland, Canada. 
“Paris (TX) News” Thursday 4 Mar 1943 p 2 – Louis T. Johnston Jr. was promoted to master 
sergeant at Blackland Army Flying School, Waco TX. – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City 
OK) Thursday 26 Jul 1984 p 37 – in Durant OK, Johnston, Louis T., age 65, services Friday 
(Murray). - Buried in Highland Cemetery, Durant, Bryan OK. F: 36131304 

• Virginia Gordon Johnston Lovett, 19 Mar 1924 Paris, Lamar TX -    . Wife of William Mason 
(“Billy”) Lovett (1922-1981) whom she married 30 Oct 1943 in Crawford Co. AR when she 
was age 19 & he was 20. William was a resident of Locke AR. William is buried in Rose Hills 
Memorial Park, Whittier, Los Angeles CA, F: 161586537. - In 1975 she resided in Artesia CA. 

• Barbara June Johnston Simonds, 16 Sep 1931 Brownwood, Brown TX -  Her TX birth record: 
Louis T. Johnston, age 43, b. Paris TX & Edna Cloud, age 33, b. TX.  – At age 19, she married 
John L. Simonds on 24 Mar 1951 in Washington Co. AR. John was age 22; both were 
residents of Springdale, Washington Co. AR. She was living in San Bernardino CA in 1975 
when their daughter Susan D. Simonds was engaged to Paul H. Konarski.  

 
Siblings:  

• Bessie Elizabeth Johnston Ferguson, 2 Nov 1883 [tombstone reads 1883 but she is older 
than James Jr. in the 1900 census] or 16 Dec 1882 [father’s report to US consulate in 
Mexico] or Jul 1883 [1900 census] Lamar Co. TX – 8 Oct 1933 Paris, Lamar TX. Wife of James 
Edward Ferguson (1872-1939). Died at the Paris TX sanitarium, daughter of Capt. J.H. 
Johnston, spent much of time at family plantation at Red River. Survived by brother Louis & 
a sister [unnamed] living in Pecos. Buried in Clarksville Cemetery, Clarksville, Red River Co. 
TX. F: 6988640  

• James Henry Johnston, Jr. 25 Sep 1884 [1884 in 1900 census; cannot be 1883 as on Find A 
Grave because birth too close to that of Bessie. His father reported to the US consulate in 
Mexico that James Jr. was born 1 Sep 1884] Paris, Lamar TX – 27 Aug 1932 Corpus Christi, 
Nueces TX. Husband of Erma Penina Connor (1888-1991) whom he married 26 Dec 1907 in 
Paris, Lamar TX. Died several days after an appendectomy. Buried in Rose Hill Memorial 
Park, Corpus Christi, Nueces TX. F: 62374978  

• Sue Mildred Johnston, 29 Nov 1896 Paris, Lamar TX [father reports birth in Nov 1893 to US 
consulate in Mexico] – 9 Jun 1970 Dallas, Dallas TX. A Catholic religious sister in the 
Ursuline Order, where her religious name was Sister Mary Francis. She was already in the 
convent when her father James died Feb 1920. She died at the Ursuline Academy Chapel in 
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Dallas after a lengthy illness. Served in Pecos for 40 years. Buried in Calvary Hill Cemetery 
& Mausoleum, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 672676192 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Paris [TX] Morning News" 10 Feb 1918 p 4 - son of Captain J.H. Johnston of Paris TX, went to Camp 
Travis from Red River Co. while farming at Davenport TX to fill draft quota, filled in a MI regiment. 
 
“Corsicana (TX) Daily News” 11 Feb 1918 p 10 – among the missing: Louis T. Johnston, Paris TX. 
 
“Paris (TX) Morning News” 20 Feb 1918 p 1 – there were 27 men previously reported missing from 
Tuscania who have been found to be survivors by the Associated Press. Among them Louis T. 
Johnston of Paris TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Paris (TX) Morning News” Friday 6 Jun 1919 p 2 – Louis T. Johnston left yesterday afternoon for 
Austin for a short visit. 
 
Obituary: 
 
AR death certificate: Louis T. Johnston, resident of 909 E. Emma St., Springdale, Washington Co. 
AR, d. 9 Aug 1953 at age 65 years, 0 months, 25 days in the Veterans Administration Hospital, 
Fayetteville, Washington AR, where he had been a patient since 26 May 1953. Laborer. Son of J.H. 
Johnston & Sue Trimmell. Informant: official government records. WWI veteran. SSN unknown. 
Died of myocardial insufficiency (duration of 4 to 6 hours) plus arteriosclerosis, malnutrition (6 to 
12 months) & several other medical conditions. 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 5, Red River Co. TX 
James H. Johnston, 52 TX, Jun 1847, widower, farmer 
Bettie L., 16 TX, Jul 1883 
James H., 15 TX, Oct 1884 
Louis, 11 TX, Mar 1888 
Sue, 9 TX, Nov 1889 
[for the children: both parents b. TX] 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 5, Red River Co. TX 
Louis T. Johnston, 31 TX, father b. TX, mother b. AR, farmer, own farm 
Edna, 23 TX, parents b. TX 
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1930 Paris, Lamar TX, living with his brother James H. Johnston & family: 
Louis T. Johnston, 41 TX, farmer, farming (general), age 31 at 1st marriage, answers he is not a 
veteran [brother of the head of household] 
Edna C., 33 TX, age 23 at 1st marriage [sister-in-law] 
Louis T., 19 TX, company clerk [nephew] 
Virginia Gordon, 16 TX [niece] 
Barbara June, 2 [i.e. 12] TX [niece] 
 
 

 
 
 


