DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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CORPORAL JOHNSON
NOT DEAD, AS REPORTED

Maryville, Tenn.,, Jan. 18It has
been r rted In the papers that Cor-
poral Thomas A. Johnson was m
in action. His sister, Miss Mattie John-
son, of Maryville, recelved a telegram
from the war office saying that Cor-
poral Johnson had been uﬂ:ﬁn
October 13th, but Miss Johnson re-
ceilved weveral letters since that date.
Her brother has been in a hospital In
southern France, is well, and expecting
to come home soon.

Corporal Johnson is with the 15th In-
fantry, First division. He enlisted In
Waxahachle, Texas, and is a Knoxville
boy, but has ltved in Texas for several
years. He malled for France last Feb-
ruary on the Tuscania. the vessel that
was torpedoed off the Irish coast.

“Knoxville—(TN) Journal & Tribune” Sunday 19 Jan 1919 p 11




WAS ABOARD
THE TUSCANIA

'T. A. JOHNSON SPENT SEVERAL
HOURS IN THE WATER BE-
FORE HE WAS PICKED UP

T. A. Johnson, of Texas, who was
the guest of his sister, Mrs. J. T.
Tillery in Maryville last week, was
of the soldjers aboard the
Tuscania which was sunk by a Ger-
man torpedo vessel on Feb, 5, 1018,
| Mr. Johnson glves a vivid account of

one

the torpedoing of the big transport | |

' which earried about 2,000 men. He
| said that the officérs of the vessel had
been dodging submarines, . having
been advised of their presence near-
by. It was about dark that the fatal
shot came. Mr. Johnson said that as
'he left the vessel the ship was stand-
ing about on its side,

Because of
lthe excitement among some of thex;
men, a number of the bonp were lost il

' | and some fatalities occurred through
' mishandling of the life boats, while
' others perished in the water before

" 8ix or seven hours on a raft before
" he was picked up by a tug boat and
' carried to the shores of Ireland.

; Mr. Johnson was a member of the
* thirty-second division, and was in the
' battles of Soissons, St. Mihiel and the
‘" Argonne,

another one like it

|

“Maryville (TN) Times” Wednesday 4 Jun 1919 p 1

I , relief could come to them. Mr. John-‘
 son suid he was in the water about

He said he had a great ex-
- perience but he did not hope to have

|
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Is this Atlanta GA instead of Atlantic GA? - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CS1R-DQC2-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-L2VP

————— :
-—

i
.Tnhrism,.ﬂmm&.ko..m-mﬁﬁla&ﬁ&__* White * Coloredi—

(Surname) (Chrstinn nag (Army serinl number)

Residence: B516.W lain 3t laxahachia iu'—v 5 IHXAS
(Strect and houss nutaber) (Town orcity) (County) (State)
*Inducted at Mxahachia Bax. . onapt. 19 17
Place of birth: ... Knoxville. Tenn Age or date of birth: ._29.-.5&2_:;&‘.&__

Organizations served in, with dates of assignments and transfers:
Lo C. 1446 Inf. ta...disch

Grades, with date of appointment: ... Al E T
l‘nr;;

Engogements:

Wounds or other injuries received in action: Nane,

Served overseas from T,Jﬂmﬂﬁllﬂm -2 , from 1 tot 2
Honorably discharged on demobilization .. DY l’LZ_Q , 19

In view of occupation he was, on date of discharge, reported 9] per cent disabled.
Remarks:

Form blf\o '? i“‘dl‘; G+« 0. #8triko out words not applicable. { Dates of departure from and arrival in the U. S.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-
4B8V?i=784&cc=2202707&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XZP6



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DQC2-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-L2VP
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DQC2-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-L2VP

Obituary of his mother, Julia Pilleaux Johnson - “Knoxville (TN) Journal & Tribune” Sunday 19 Dec
1915 p 7 -is he the T.A. Johnson of Texas?
https://www.newspapers.com/image/584757612/?terms=%22mattie%20johnson%22%20maryvill
e&match=1



https://www.newspapers.com/image/584757612/?terms=%22mattie%20johnson%22%20maryville&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/584757612/?terms=%22mattie%20johnson%22%20maryville&match=1

Obituary of his father Matthew H. Johnson, died 4 Dec 1914 - “Knoxville (TN) Sentinel” Thursday 10
Dec1914p 14

JOHNSON — Miss Mattie Bell
Johnson, 44, dled yesterday mor lnf
at the home of her sister, Mrs. J.
T. Tillery, Btatesville, N. C, ere
she had been residing for the t
twd years. The remains wlil be
brought to Knoxville this after n
and will be taken to the residence
of . J. Johnson, a brother, at 311
Clark streest. . |

Surviving Miss Johnson are five
brothers, J. E.. of Waco, Texas; C.
H., of Kpoxville: T. L., of Atlanta:
H. L., of Charleston, W. Va, and
W. F. Johnson, of Lenolr City. °

Funeral announcement will be

made later,

N

Obituary of his sister Mattie Bell Johnson, died 4 Mar 1925 - “Knoxville (TN) Journal” Thursday 5 Mar
1925p4
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CHARLES H. JOHNSON

The body of Charles H, John-
son, 70, retired foundry operator,
who died unexpectedly 'l'huzﬂn
night in Miami, Fla., will
in Knoxville at 11:10 p. m. today
over the L&N :
| Railroad. It will
be removed to
Mann's where |
funeral ' services
will be at 3:30
p. m. tomorrow,

The Rev. Jud- =
sén Taylor and =
the Rev. Samuel =
P. White, pastor
of Deadergck
Avenue Baptist
Church will of-
ficiate. Burial in JOHNSON
Greenwood. :

Active pallbearers: Woodrow
Ward, W, E. Edmondson, W. B.
| Bartlett, Roy Harrell, Clarence
| Cannon and A. H. Rhodes.

Mr. Johnson was a member of
Powell Baptist Church and a
teacber of Men's Bible class.

In addition to survivors previ-
ously mentioned, he also is sur-
vived by three brothers, Thomas
A., Knoxville, F. L., Lenoir City
and J. E. of Miami, Fla., and one
sister, Mrs. J. T. Tillery, States-
ville, N. C.; two step-children,
'Mrs, Archer Prortitt of Mississippi
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Obituary of his brother Charles H. Johnson, died 13 Apr 1939 Miami FL — “Knoxville (TN) Journal”
Saturday 15 Apr 1939p 8

? £ S S <
Obituary of his brother Prior L. Johnson —died 5 Jun 1934 Charleston SC - “Knoxville (TN) Journal”
Thursday 7 Jun 1934 p 8
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0 BE N PULPIT

Hl5 BOYHOOD

Rev. J. E. Johnson Comes
From Texas to Preach at
Deaderick Avenue.

HAS GAINED SUCCESS

Twenty-Four Years, He Was
Leader of a Bible Class at
This Church,

—

" mon Clty, and at the Southern Baptist

e

Rev. J. Edward Johnson, of 'rexu.'
and Rev. C. O, Johnson, of Loulsville,

Ky, will preach at the Deaderick Ave-
nue Baptist church Bunday. Rev. J.'E.
Johnson began his active religlous life
with the Centennlal, now the deaderick
Avenue Baptist church, twenty-four
yoears ago, He united with this church
nnd taught & large Bible class in the
Sabbath school. He was for several
years one of the most active members
of this church. He was educated at
Carson and Newman ocollege at Jeffar

theologica) seminary at Loulsville, K)'.‘
Bince completing his education, Rev,
Mr. Johnson has occupled some or the

!

| loading pulpits of the south, and has

l
;

been eminently successful in all of his
work. He was for several years pastor
of First. Baptist church of La Grange,
Ky. nlso the First church of Hubhad
City, Texas, the Seventh Street churca |
of Waco, Texas, and the First Haptist
church of Waxahatchie, Texns. From
thix pastorate he recently resigned 1o
pccept the educational secretaryship of |
te Foreign Mission board, which posi-
tion he now holds, which Is one of great !
fmportance. His many friends are de-
lighted with the privilege of hearing
him again, He wil] speak at the Doad-
erlek Avenue church at the morning
rervies; and at the Hell Avenue Baptist'
church at the evening service. Rev,
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Mr. Johnson has been attending the!
Bouthern Baptist convention In Ashe-
Ville, and after spending a fow daye
with old friends and relatives will re- - — —— e~ _—
turn to his fleld of labor In Texas

Rev. (. O. Johnson, who Is to fill the
pulpit of the Deaderiek Avenue cnuren
Rt the evening service, was also n for-
mer member of this chureh He wua
pducnted at Carson and Newman col-
Irge. Immediately after he graduated
from this college, he was called to the
Deaderick Avenue church as an nasist -
ant pastor, and served the church in a
most acceptable manner  He resigne!
from this position to accept a call to
the pastorate of one of the leading
phurches of Los Angeles. He recently
resigned this pastorate In order to tnke
B apecial course of study at Bapust|
Theological seminary ut ‘nulnﬂlo. Ky

Heo has a host of friends In Knoxville
who will ba delighted 10 hear him
pgain. Ha will spoak at'the Faell Ave- |
nue Baptist church at the morning hour
nd at the Deaderick Avenue chureh at
he evening servica

W. W. Shannon, of the Stough party,
will speak to the Barnea colass gt the
Deaderiek avenus Sabbath  wschoo! at
§:30 o'clock. Gen. R. A. Mynatt, who
Is the teacher of the Barnoa class nat
Deaderick nvenue, is expecting a large |
attehdnnce of the men to hear Mr | s A
Shannon. A special Invitation Is ex.
tended the men of the city ta meet
tended the men of the city to meei| REV, ), EDWARD JOHNSON.

His brother Rev. John Edward Johnson comes home to preach — “Knoxville (TN) Sentinel” Saturday
20May 1916 p 7
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SOME TENNESSEANS IN TEXAS.

There are those who will remember J. Edward
Johnson of Knoxville and O. I.. Hailey, who was pas-
tor there. When 1 was pastor I had the privilege of
baptizing J. Edward Johnson. We did not know
then the value of that service to the denomination.
After a splendid career, Johnson reached Hubbard
City, Texas, where he did a splendid work. He was
then called to the care of Seventh and James Street
church, Waco. That is near Baylor University.
There he had a phenomenal success. Then Waxa-

hachie wanted him. They were more successful than
many other places, for he located there. It was
thence 1 called him to help me in Corsicana. He
came July 15. The weather was up about the 100
degree mark, and did not fall. There was a most
vigorous political campaign on, and we had many
who could not attend. But we needed the meeting.
Johnson set the standard high and sounded the ral-
ly. The ranks closed up. He was with me ten days.
There were nearly fifty professions. So far, 23
have joined the church. Many more are confidently
expected. The church is greatly edified.

I have had many preachers help me in meetings,
but 1 do not think I have ever had so good preaching
all the way through. It was just right. Not a single
adverse word has reached me,.

When you consider that 1 have been pastor here
for three years and seven months, and that we have
received 178 by letter and statement and 196 by bap-
tism, making a total of 374, that is a pretty encour-
aging meeting. It was a great joy to have Brother
Johnson come and help us. He is a splendid gospel
preacher. Of course we talked Tennessee. And you
may say that I am planning to spend a part of
August in Tennessee, perhaps the third and fourth
Sundays. A greeting to Tennessee Baptists.

0. L. HAILEY.

“Nashville (TN) Baptist & Reflector” Thursday 8 Aug 1912 p 4
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Obituary of John Edward Johnson’s wife Isabelle McBath Johnson - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram”

MRS. ISABELLE JOHNSON,

Rev. H. Guy Moore will con-

duct funeral services for Mrs.
Isabelle McBath Johnson, 83, of
2736 Lubbock, at 3 p. m. Wed-
nesday at Broadway Baptist
Church. Burial will be in Laurel
Land.
Mrs. Johnson, a resident of
Fort Worth for 20 years, died
early Monday in a hospital from
injuries suffered in a fall at her
home last week.

A native of Knoxville, Tenn,
she was the widow of Rev. John
Edward Johnson, Baptist minister
who held pastorates at Seventh
and James Street Baptist Church
in Waco and at First Baptm‘
Church in Waxahachie. |

She is survived by a son, Rup-‘
ert M. Johnson of St. Petersburg,
Fla., and three daughters, Miss |
Isabelle Johnson and Mrs. P. M.
Cordell Sr., both of Fort Worth,
and Mrs. Robert Hill of Austin

Tuesday 8 Jul 1952 p 8

———— e

Evangelist J. Edward Johnson of
Waxahachie, Texas, lately assisted Rev.
J. W, Loving in a revival with the First
church, Cleburne, Texas. The results
Were  very gracious. These beloved

brethren are well known in Tennessee.
“Nashville (TN) Baptist & Reflector” Thursday 28 Jun 1917 p-1 3

Name: Thomas Alexander Johnson
Name variations:

Military:
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On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private

Serial number: 251,468

Entered service from: Waxahachie, Ellis TX

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Thomas A. Johnson

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: friend J.R. Erwin, 400 W. Marvin Ave., Waxahachie TX
Returned from war on: "Maui" Mar 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Thomas Johnson

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Miss Mattie Johnson, 1723 E. Main St. , Marysville
[Maryville?] TN (cpl, Camp Bowie Det. 146th Inf)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Thomas Alexander Johnson - b. 27 Apr 1888 Knoxville TN;
res: 515 W. Main, Waxahachie, Ellis TX. Single. Book keeper, Texas Dairy & Elco Creamery,
Waxahachie TX. Claimed exemption from draft: food producer. Medium height & build.
World War Il draft registration (1942):

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917

Discharged 17 Apr 1919

Address: 51 Arnold St., Atlantic GA
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. 46, Dem Cont Cp

TX, WWI military record:

Thomas A. Johnson, resident of 515 W. Main St., Waxahachie, Ellis TX. b. Knoxville TN (around Apr
1888). Inducted at Waxahachie TX on 19 Sep 1917 at age 29 years, 5 months. In Co. C, 146"
Infantry to discharge. Rank: corporal. Overseas 25 Jan 1918 to 31 Mar 1919. Discharged 17 Apr
1919. 0% disabled.

Birth & death:

Born: 27 Apr 1888 Knoxville, Knox TN (tombstone: 1880, F: 27 Apr 1880)

Died: 23 Jun 1947 TN (GA death record reports he is a resident of DeKalb Co. GA but died in TN at
age 58)

Find A Grave record: 23464266 (believe this is him)

Burial location: Knoxville, Knox TN

Cemetery: Greenwood

Tombstone:

Father: Mathew Hillman Johnson, 30 Aug 1848 TN —4 Dec 1914 Knoxville, Knox TN. Son of Stephen
Hale Johnson (1806-1888, F: 128114685) & Nancy Hillman (Hillsman) (1821-1902). His funeral was
held at the home of his son, Charles H. Johnson, 1127 Hannah Ave., Knoxville TN. Buried in Third
Creek Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN. His grave is unmarked.

Find A Grave: 114987841

Mother: Julia Pilleaux Johnson, 18 Feb 1846 Switzerland - 18 Dec 1915 Knoxville, Knox TN.
Resident of Knoxville TN since childhood. Buried in Third Creek Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN.
Find A Grave: 115025691

Parents’ marriage: 1868

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
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Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: family of 8 surviving children. Thomas was the youngest child.

Charles H. Johnson, 6 Feb 1869 Knox Co. TN — 13 Apr 1934 Miami, Dade FL. Resident of
Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when his father died & in Dec 1915 when his mother died & in Mar
1925 when his sister Mattie died. Died at age 70, a retired foundry operator. Buried in
Greenwood Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN but not on Find A Grave as of 4 May 2021.

John Edward Johnson, ca. 1871 TN. Often found as J. Edward Johnson. Listed as Reverend
J.E. Johnson in TXin Dec 1914 when his father died & in Waxahachie TXin Dec 1915 when
his mother died. Resident of Miami FL in Jun 1934 when his brother Prior Johnson died & in
Apr 1939 when his brother Charles died. Well-known evangelist/minister in Knoxville TN &
Waxahachie TX. His wife was Isabelle (Isabel, Bell) McBath (1871-1952, buried in Laurel
Land Memorial Park, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, F: 71263832). J.E. Johnson married Bell
McBeth 16 Jul 1890 in Knox Co. TN. In the 1920 census, J. Edward Johnson, 49 TN, father b.
TN, mother b. France, minister, evangelist, lied in Waco, McLellan TX with Isabel (47 TN,
parents b. TN), Rupert M. (27 TN), Leona (16 KY) & Isabel (15 KY). His daughter Gwendolyn
Johnson Hill (4 Feb 1903 La Grange KY — 10 May 1969 Austin TX, wife of Robert Burgess Hill)
is buried in Forest Oak Memorial Park, Travis Co. TX, F: 189348543. In the 1940 census,
Isabell Johnson, 67 TN, widow, resides with her daughter Isabelle (34 KY) in Fort Worth,
Tarrant TX.

Prior/Pryor Lee Johnson, 7 Feb 1872 Knoxville, Knox TN - 5 [obituary] or 6 [Find A Grave] Jun
1934 Charleston, Charleston SC. Resident of Tellico TN in Dec 1914 when his father died &
in Dec 1915 when his mother died. Resident of Charleston WV [sic/would appear to be SC]
in Mar 1925 when his sister Mattie died. Resident of Lenoir City TN when his brother Charles
died in Apr 1939. Survived by his widow [not named in his obituary], 3 daughters, 2 sons, 4
brothers & 1 sister. Funeral & burial in Charleston SC. — Husband of Emma Nelson Redden
(1878-1952). — Buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Wilmington, New Hanover NC. F: 54644930
William F. Johnson, 18 Dec 1873 Knox Co. TN - 26 Aug 1961 Maryville, Blount TN. Resident
of Lenoir City TN in Dec 1914 when his mother died & Dec 1915 when his father died & Mar
1925 when his sister Mattie died. Resident of Waco TX in Mar 1925 when his sister Mattie
died. Married Bessie Thomson on 31 Dec 1906 in Wilson Co. TN. Buried with wife Nattie
Hayes (1885-1967). Buried in Lenoir City Cemetery, Lenoir City, Loudon TN. F: 24149880
Lula Annie Johnson Tillery, 23 Dec 1876 TN — 14 Jul 1950 Statesville, Iredell NC. Wife of John
Thomas (J.T.) Tillery (1873-1960, F: 202692833). Resident of Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when
her father died & in Dec 1915 when her mother died. Resident of Statesville NC in Apr 1939
when her brother Charles died. NC death certificate: died at her residence, 322 E. Broad
St., Statesville, Iredell NC on 13 Jul 1950. Born 23 Dec 1876 TN; died at age 73. Occupation:
domestic. Daughter of Mathew Hillman Johnson & Julia Pellaux. Informant: Mrs. John Knox,
same address. Died of cirrhosis of the liver; had disease for 2 years. Buried in Oakwood
Cemetery, Statesville, Iredell NC. F: 202692807

Edward J. Johnson, Apr 1879 TN — Resident of Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when his father
died & of Lenoir City TN in Dec 1915 when his mother died. Listed as an invalid in the 1900
census. In the 1930 census, Edward J. Johnson, 49 TN, single parents b. US, is an inmate in
the Eastern State Hospital for the Insane, District 8, Knoxville, Knox TN. In the 1940 census,
Edward J. Johnson, 58 TN, single, is an inmate in the same institution.
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e Mattie Bell Johnson, 2 Apr 1882 TN — 4 Mar 1925 Statesville, Iredell NC. Thomas’s 1919
next-of-kin, a resident of Marysville (Maryville), Blount TN. Maryville is a suburb of Knoxville
TN. Resident of Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when her father died & in Dec 1915 when her
mother died. Employed at Newcomer’s Department Store in Maryville TN (“Maryville Times’
Wednesday 30 Apr 1919 p 1 & “Maryville Times” Wednesday 28 Apr 1920 p 1). Died at age
44 at the home of her sister, Mrs. J.T. Tillery in Statesville NC, where she had lived for the 2
years prior to her death. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN. F: 76923755

H

Notes:

Pre-war:

Resident of TX when his mother Julia died in Dec 1915.

Wartime:

“Austin (TX) American” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 — among the survivors: Thomas A. Johnson, Waxahachie TX.

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 —among the survivors: Johnson, Thomas A.,
Waxahachie TX.

Post-war:

Resident of Atlanta GA when his sister Mattie Johnson died in Mar 1925. Resident of Knoxville TN in
Apr 1939 when his brother Charles H. Johnson died.

Obituary:
Social Security number:
Censuses:

1880 District 7, Knox Co. TN
Mathew H. Johnson, 31 TN, sawyer
Julia, 32 Switzerland, keeping house
Charles, 11 TN, at school
JohnE.,9TN

PriorL., 7 TN

William F., 5 TN

LulaA.,4TN

EdwardJ., 1 TN

1900 Knoxville, Knox TN — 307 Kern PL.

Mathew H. Johnson, 50 TN, Aug 1847, parents b. TN, married 32 years, sawyer

Julie, 54 Switzerland, Feb 1846, parents b. Switzerland, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living
Edward, 21 TN, Apr 1879, invalid

Thomas A., 14 TN, Apr 1886, at school
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1910 Knoxville, Knox TN

Matthew H. Johnson, 63 TN, parents b. TN, in 1°* marriage

Julia, 64 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, emigrated 1852, in 1° marriage, gave birth to 10
children, 8 are living

Mattie B., 26 TN, single, saleslady, department store

Thomas A., 22 TN, single, cutter, pants factory

1930 Knoxville, Knox TN - 1016 Oak

C.L.Johnson, 34 TN, parents b. TN, foundry man, stove repair store [head of household]
Josephine, 36 TN, parents b. TN, music teacher, home [sister]

Ann, 30 TN, parents b. TN, teacher, school [sister]

Margaret, 26 TN, parents b. TN [sister]

Clarence, 24 TN, parents b. TN, senior clerk, oil company [brother]

David, 21 TN, parents b. TN [brother]

Thomas A., 42 TN, parents b. TN, salesman, department store, WWI veteran

& roomer Dora Caldwell, 50 TN, saleslady, department store

1940 Knoxville, Knox TN - 122 Grandview Ave. — same place in 1935
Charles L. Johnson, 46 TN, machine operator, iron foundry
Josephine M., 48 TN, music teacher, at home [sister]

Thomas A., 50 TN, salesman, department store [uncle]



