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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Johnson, Thomas Alexander 
1888 TN – 1947 
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“Knoxville (TN) Journal & Tribune” Sunday 19 Jan 1919 p 11 
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“Maryville (TN) Times” Wednesday 4 Jun 1919 p 1 
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Is this Atlanta GA instead of Atlantic GA? - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1R-DQC2-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-L2VP 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-
4B8V?i=784&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XZP6  

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DQC2-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-L2VP
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DQC2-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTJ-L2VP
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Obituary of his mother, Julia Pilleaux Johnson – “Knoxville (TN) Journal & Tribune” Sunday 19 Dec 
1915 p 7 – is he the T.A. Johnson of Texas?  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/584757612/?terms=%22mattie%20johnson%22%20maryvill
e&match=1  
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/584757612/?terms=%22mattie%20johnson%22%20maryville&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/584757612/?terms=%22mattie%20johnson%22%20maryville&match=1
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Obituary of his father Matthew H. Johnson, died 4 Dec 1914 – “Knoxville (TN) Sentinel” Thursday 10 
Dec 1914 p 14 

 
 

 
Obituary of his sister Mattie Bell Johnson, died 4 Mar 1925 – “Knoxville (TN) Journal” Thursday 5 Mar 
1925 p 4 
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Obituary of his brother Charles H. Johnson, died 13 Apr 1939 Miami FL – “Knoxville (TN) Journal” 
Saturday 15 Apr 1939 p 8 
 

 
Obituary of his brother Prior L. Johnson – died 5 Jun 1934 Charleston SC – “Knoxville (TN) Journal” 

Thursday 7 Jun 1934 p 8 
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SC death certificate of brother PRYOR Lee Johnson – from Find A Grave 54644930 
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His brother Rev. John Edward Johnson comes home to preach – “Knoxville (TN) Sentinel” Saturday 

20 May 1916 p 7 
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“Nashville (TN) Baptist & Reflector” Thursday 8 Aug 1912 p 4 
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Obituary of John Edward Johnson’s wife Isabelle McBath Johnson – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 

Tuesday 8 Jul 1952 p 8  
 

 
“Nashville (TN) Baptist & Reflector” Thursday 28 Jun 1917 p 13 

 
Name: Thomas Alexander Johnson  
Name variations:  
Military: 
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On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number: 251,468 
Entered service from: Waxahachie, Ellis TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Thomas A. Johnson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  friend J.R. Erwin, 400 W. Marvin Ave., Waxahachie TX 
Returned from war on:  "Maui" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Thomas Johnson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  sister Miss Mattie Johnson, 1723 E. Main St. , Marysville 
[Maryville?] TN (cpl, Camp Bowie Det. 146th Inf) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Thomas Alexander Johnson - b. 27 Apr 1888 Knoxville TN; 
res: 515 W. Main, Waxahachie, Ellis TX. Single. Book keeper, Texas Dairy & Elco Creamery, 
Waxahachie TX. Claimed exemption from draft: food producer. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 17 Apr 1919 
Address:  51 Arnold St., Atlantic GA 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. 46, Dem Cont Cp  
 
TX, WWI military record: 
Thomas A. Johnson, resident of 515 W. Main St., Waxahachie, Ellis TX. b. Knoxville TN (around Apr 
1888). Inducted at Waxahachie TX on 19 Sep 1917 at age 29 years, 5 months. In Co. C, 146th 
Infantry to discharge. Rank: corporal. Overseas 25 Jan 1918 to 31 Mar 1919. Discharged 17 Apr 
1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 Apr 1888 Knoxville, Knox TN (tombstone: 1880, F: 27 Apr 1880)  
Died: 23 Jun 1947 TN (GA death record reports he is a resident of DeKalb Co. GA but died in TN at 
age 58)  
Find A Grave record:  23464266 (believe this is him) 
Burial location: Knoxville, Knox TN 
Cemetery:  Greenwood 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Mathew Hillman Johnson, 30 Aug 1848 TN – 4 Dec 1914 Knoxville, Knox TN. Son of Stephen 
Hale Johnson (1806-1888, F: 128114685) & Nancy Hillman (Hillsman) (1821-1902). His funeral was 
held at the home of his son, Charles H. Johnson, 1127 Hannah Ave., Knoxville TN. Buried in Third 
Creek Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN. His grave is unmarked. 
Find A Grave: 114987841   
 
Mother:  Julia Pilleaux Johnson, 18 Feb 1846 Switzerland - 18 Dec 1915 Knoxville, Knox TN.  
Resident of Knoxville TN since childhood. Buried in Third Creek Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN.  
Find A Grave:  115025691 
Parents’ marriage:  1868 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
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Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: family of 8 surviving children.  Thomas was the youngest child. 

• Charles H. Johnson, 6 Feb 1869 Knox Co. TN – 13 Apr 1934 Miami, Dade FL. Resident of 
Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when his father died & in Dec 1915 when his mother died & in Mar 
1925 when his sister Mattie died. Died at age 70, a retired foundry operator. Buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN but not on Find A Grave as of 4 May 2021.  

• John Edward Johnson, ca. 1871 TN. Often found as J. Edward Johnson. Listed as Reverend 
J.E. Johnson in TX in Dec 1914 when his father died & in Waxahachie TX in Dec 1915 when 
his mother died. Resident of Miami FL in Jun 1934 when his brother Prior Johnson died & in 
Apr 1939 when his brother Charles died. Well-known evangelist/minister in Knoxville TN & 
Waxahachie TX. His wife was Isabelle (Isabel, Bell) McBath (1871-1952, buried in Laurel 
Land Memorial Park, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX,  F: 71263832). J.E. Johnson married Bell 
McBeth 16 Jul 1890 in Knox Co. TN. In the 1920 census, J. Edward Johnson, 49 TN, father b. 
TN, mother b. France, minister, evangelist, lied in Waco, McLellan TX with Isabel (47 TN, 
parents b. TN), Rupert M. (27 TN), Leona (16 KY) & Isabel (15 KY). His daughter Gwendolyn 
Johnson Hill (4 Feb 1903 La Grange KY – 10 May 1969 Austin TX, wife of Robert Burgess Hill) 
is buried in Forest Oak Memorial Park, Travis Co. TX, F: 189348543. In the 1940 census, 
Isabell Johnson, 67 TN, widow, resides with her daughter Isabelle (34 KY) in Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX.  

• Prior/Pryor Lee Johnson, 7 Feb 1872 Knoxville, Knox TN – 5 [obituary] or 6 [Find A Grave] Jun 
1934 Charleston, Charleston SC. Resident of Tellico TN in Dec 1914 when his father died & 
in Dec 1915 when his mother died. Resident of Charleston WV [sic/would appear to be SC] 
in Mar 1925 when his sister Mattie died. Resident of Lenoir City TN when his brother Charles 
died in Apr 1939. Survived by his widow [not named in his obituary], 3 daughters, 2 sons, 4 
brothers & 1 sister. Funeral & burial in Charleston SC.  – Husband of Emma Nelson Redden 
(1878-1952). – Buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Wilmington, New Hanover NC. F: 54644930 

• William F. Johnson, 18 Dec 1873 Knox Co. TN – 26 Aug 1961 Maryville, Blount TN. Resident 
of Lenoir City TN in Dec 1914 when his mother died & Dec 1915 when his father died & Mar 
1925 when his sister Mattie died. Resident of Waco TX in Mar 1925 when his sister Mattie 
died. Married Bessie Thomson on 31 Dec 1906 in Wilson Co. TN. Buried with wife Nattie 
Hayes (1885-1967). Buried in Lenoir City Cemetery, Lenoir City, Loudon TN. F: 24149880 

• Lula Annie Johnson Tillery, 23 Dec 1876 TN – 14 Jul 1950 Statesville, Iredell NC. Wife of John 
Thomas (J.T.) Tillery (1873-1960, F: 202692833). Resident of Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when 
her father died & in Dec 1915 when her mother died. Resident of Statesville NC in Apr 1939 
when her brother Charles died. NC death certificate: died at her residence, 322 E. Broad 
St., Statesville, Iredell NC on 13 Jul 1950. Born 23 Dec 1876 TN; died at age 73. Occupation: 
domestic. Daughter of Mathew Hillman Johnson & Julia Pellaux. Informant: Mrs. John Knox, 
same address. Died of cirrhosis of the liver; had disease for 2 years.  Buried in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Statesville, Iredell NC. F: 202692807 

• Edward J. Johnson, Apr 1879 TN –   Resident of Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when his father 
died & of Lenoir City TN in Dec 1915 when his mother died. Listed as an invalid in the 1900 
census. In the 1930 census, Edward J. Johnson, 49 TN, single parents b. US, is an inmate in 
the Eastern State Hospital for the Insane, District 8, Knoxville, Knox TN. In the 1940 census, 
Edward J. Johnson, 58 TN, single, is an inmate in the same institution.  
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• Mattie Bell Johnson, 2 Apr 1882 TN – 4 Mar 1925 Statesville, Iredell NC. Thomas’s 1919 
next-of-kin, a resident of Marysville (Maryville), Blount TN. Maryville is a suburb of Knoxville 
TN.  Resident of Knoxville TN in Dec 1914 when her father died & in Dec 1915 when her 
mother died. Employed at Newcomer’s Department Store in Maryville TN (“Maryville Times” 
Wednesday 30 Apr 1919 p 1 & “Maryville Times” Wednesday 28 Apr 1920 p 1). Died at age 
44 at the home of her sister, Mrs. J.T. Tillery in Statesville NC, where she had lived for the 2 
years prior to her death. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox TN. F: 76923755 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Resident of TX when his mother Julia died in Dec 1915.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Austin (TX) American” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: Thomas A. Johnson, Waxahachie TX. 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: Johnson, Thomas A., 
Waxahachie TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Resident of Atlanta GA when his sister Mattie Johnson died in Mar 1925. Resident of Knoxville TN in 
Apr 1939 when his brother Charles H. Johnson died. 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 District 7, Knox Co. TN 
Mathew H. Johnson, 31 TN, sawyer 
Julia, 32 Switzerland, keeping house 
Charles, 11 TN, at school 
John E., 9 TN 
Prior L., 7 TN 
William F., 5 TN 
Lula A., 4 TN 
Edward J., 1 TN 
 
1900 Knoxville, Knox TN – 307 Kern Pl. 
Mathew H. Johnson, 50 TN, Aug 1847, parents b. TN, married 32 years, sawyer 
Julie, 54 Switzerland, Feb 1846, parents b. Switzerland, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living 
Edward, 21 TN, Apr 1879, invalid 
Thomas A., 14 TN, Apr 1886, at school 
 



17 
 

 

1910 Knoxville, Knox TN  
Matthew H. Johnson, 63 TN, parents b. TN, in 1st marriage 
Julia, 64 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, emigrated 1852, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 10 
children, 8 are living 
Mattie B., 26 TN, single, saleslady, department store 
Thomas A., 22 TN, single, cutter, pants factory 
 
1930 Knoxville, Knox TN – 1016 Oak 
C.L. Johnson, 34 TN, parents b. TN, foundry man, stove repair store [head of household] 
Josephine, 36 TN, parents b. TN, music teacher, home [sister] 
Ann, 30 TN, parents b. TN, teacher, school [sister] 
Margaret, 26 TN, parents b. TN [sister] 
Clarence, 24 TN, parents b. TN, senior clerk, oil company [brother] 
David, 21 TN, parents b. TN [brother] 
Thomas A., 42 TN, parents b. TN, salesman, department store, WWI veteran 
& roomer Dora Caldwell, 50 TN, saleslady, department store 
 
1940 Knoxville, Knox TN – 122 Grandview Ave. – same place in 1935 
Charles L. Johnson, 46 TN, machine operator, iron foundry 
Josephine M., 48 TN, music teacher, at home [sister] 
Thomas A., 50 TN, salesman, department store [uncle] 
 


