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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Johnson, Joseph Richard 
1894 TX – 1962 TX 
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Photograph of John Franklin Johnson (left) & his brother Joseph Richard Johnson - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5969037/person/-1276858873/media/4ca2767b-
26d2-44d0-9a1e-50ef0c9e8fbb 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5969037/person/-1276858873/media/4ca2767b-26d2-44d0-9a1e-50ef0c9e8fbb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5969037/person/-1276858873/media/4ca2767b-26d2-44d0-9a1e-50ef0c9e8fbb
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Obituary of Joseph Richard Johnson – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Sunday 15 Jul 1962 p 4 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YB2-
BQK?i=296&cc=1983324&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK3XD-Y22 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-700926-
16?pId=963344122 
 
 

 
Sister Josephine https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5969037/person/-
958544963/media/fea16e13-291f-4fdb-9e62-52eec5fed132  
 

  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-700926-16?pId=963344122
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-700926-16?pId=963344122
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5969037/person/-958544963/media/fea16e13-291f-4fdb-9e62-52eec5fed132
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5969037/person/-958544963/media/fea16e13-291f-4fdb-9e62-52eec5fed132
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Joseph’s two daughters Nellie Johnson Kelly & Evelyn Johnson Brackett & 2 granddaughters Dorla 
Sue Brackett & Eva Y. Drennan died in the same car accident on 4 Jan 1956 in Milpitas, Santa Clara 
Co. CA – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Saturday 7 Jan 1956 p 16 
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Joseph lost his two daughters & 2 granddaughters in the same accident – “Los Gatos (CA) Times-

Saratoga Observer” Thursday 5 Jan 1956 p 1 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D31Y-

R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPBV-LG15 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D31Y-R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPBV-LG15
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D31Y-R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPBV-LG15
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“Nowata OK) Weekly Star-Times” 14 Feb 1918 p 5  

 
Name:  Joseph Richard Johnson 
Name variations: Richard Johnson, J.R. Johnson 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number: 251,466 
Entered service from: Cedar, Nowata OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph R. Johnson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother W.H. Johnson, RFD 3, Ceddar (sic/Cedar) OK 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph R. Johnson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  brother William Johnson, Rte. 3, Caddo OK (cook, Co. L, 23rd Inf) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Joseph Richard Johnson - b. 1 Mar 1893 Hutchins TX; res: 
Fillmore OK. Single. Dependent mother. Section laborer, CRS&P Railroad. Medium height & build. 
Caucasian. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Joseph Richard Johnson - b. 28 Feb 1893 Hutchens County 
TX; res: Caddo, Bryan OK. NOK J.F. Johnson, General Delivery, Durant OK. “scars on left leg, and on 
back” Height: 5’8” – 130 lbs. Found at:  
https://www.fold3.com/image/591631990?terms=caddo,joseph,johnson,wwii,world,war,ii  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 3 Oct 1917  
Discharged 16 Aug 1919 
Address:  Kennefick OK 
Rank/unit:  cook, Co. L., 23rd Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Feb 1894 (tombstone) (WWI draft: 1 Mar 1893 (WWII draft: 28 Feb 1893) Hutchins, Dallas 
TX (perhaps born 29 Feb? as 29 Feb 1894 is written on headstone app & crossed off in favor of 1 Mar 
1894 but 1894 was not a leap year)  
Died: 14 Jul 1962 Seymour, Baylor TX (Baylor County Hospital) (Veterans Administration Military 
Index: 14 Feb 1962)  
Find A Grave record:  43215092, presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Seymour, Baylor TX 
Cemetery:  Riverview 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Texas Cook Co I 23 Infantry WWI 
 
Father:  William W. Johnson, 1850 Redland township, Hempstead AR – 1899 TX. His parents might 
possibly be James T. & Nancy Johnson. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Sally (Sarah) Kathleen York Johnson, Sep 1851 Hempstead Co. AR – d. OK. Daughter of 
John Smith York & Margarite Ann (Mary) Wilson.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  21 Mar 1872 Navarro Co. TX. Marriage license found both for Sarah Duncan & 
Sally York on the same day to William. 
 
Spouse:  Dovie Lee Alexander Johnson, 5 Feb 1904 Folsom, Johnston OK – 3 Jul 1938 Durant, Bryan 
OK. Daughter of James Elliot Alexander (1862-1949, F: 5100507) & Eliza Ann Powers (1863-1948, F: 
5100509). Her parents are buried in Gethsemane Cemetery, Caddo, Bryan Co. OK.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 19 Jul 1921 Bryan Co. OK 
 
Children: 

• Nellie Mae Johnson Drennan Kelly, 7 May 1922 OK – 4 Jan 1956 Santa Clara Co. CA. 
She died along with her 14-year-old daughter Eva Y. Drennan (1941-1956, F: 
154198923) and with her sister Evelyn Johnson Brackett & Evelyn’s daughter Dorla 
Sue Brackett.  Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda Co. CA with her 
daughter Eva sharing her tombstone; the adjacent tombstone is for Evelyn & Dorla. 
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Wife of Charles Kelly, whom she married 11 Jun 1942 in Grayson Co. TX. F: 
154198941 

• Evelyn Wyretta Johnson Brackett, 11 May 1924 OK – 4 Jan 1956 Santa Clara Co. CA. 
Wife of James Calvin (J.C.) Brackett II (1924-2000, F: 38987403). Died along with her 
daughter Dorla Sue Brackett (F: 153782466), her sister Nellie Johnson Kelly & 
Nellie’s daughter Eva Drennan in a car accident near Milpitas CA. Buried next to 
Nellie & Eva in Evergreen Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA. F: 153782454 

• Estey Lee (EsteyLee) Johnson Garrett, 29 Apr 1926 Durant, Bryan OK – 6 May 1986 
San Francisco CA. SSN 441-24-6749. Wife of Theo Olen Garrett (1923-2004, F: 
209208612) whom she married 5 Sep 1946 in TX. Buried in the Chapel of the Chimes 
Memorial Park, Hayward, Alameda CA. F: 209208900 

• Joseph Delbert Johnson, 26 Jul 1928 Folsom, Johns OK – 21 Mar 1991 Seymour, 
Baylor TX. SSN 444-22-5427. Used the name “Delbert.” Resident of Walnut Creek CA 
(as was his father John) in Jan 1956 when his 2 sisters were killed in a car accident. 
Husband of Edna Josephen Pace (1931-2007). WWII veteran. Gave Mrs. Mable Smith 
as his NOK on his WWII draft card.  

• Joseph Richard (“Jerry”) Johnson, Jr. Apr 1933 OK. A resident of San Leandro CA in 
Jan 1956 when his 2 sisters were killed in a car accident. 

 
Siblings:  Although Sarah is found as a sibling, she has a different father who is buried in LA ( 

• Mary Elizabeth Johnson Skaggs, 7 Nov 1875 Navarro, Navarro TX – 22 Nov 1953 
Vinita, Craig OK. Wife of Charles Edward Skaggs (1869-1910) whom she married in 
1891. 

• Nannie Johnson Shugart, May 1877 TX –   Name listed as Sugart in the 1900 census; 
she is listed as a widow, age 23 TX, living with her daughter Pearl Sugart (age 3, b. TX, 
father b. KS, mother b. AR), her widowed mother Sallie & her other 5 siblings. Did 
Nannie die before the 1910 census – as Pearl Shugart, age 13, b. TX, parents b. TX, is 
an inmate in the Buckner (spelling?) Orphans Home in Justice Precinct 3, Dallas Co. 
TX? Or is Nannie the wife of Lee Nation of Caddo OK in 1962? 

• Josephine (Josie) Johnson Wilson, 19 Apr 1881 TX – 1 Jan 1948 Durant, Bryan OK. 
Listed as Josie Wilson, 18 TX, married, b. Apr 1882, gave birth to 2 children but zero 
are living, living with her widowed mother Sallie & her other 5 siblings. Wife of 
Thomas Franklin (Frank) Wilson (1870-1954, F: 40524554). Buried in Highland 
Cemetery, Durant, Bryan OK. F: 40524561 

• William H. (“Willie”) Johnson, Nov 1883 TX – . An Ancestry.com family tree claims he 
died in 1965.  

• James Alister/Alster Johnson, 22 Jan 1886 Paris, Lamar TX [his WWII draft 
registration uses the middle name Alster & lists his birthplace as Huttican TX] –   . On 
his WWII (1942) draft card he listed John F. Johnson of Durant OK as his next-of-kin 

• John Franklin (“Frank”) Johnson, 22 Apr 1890 TX – 19 Oct 1965 Durant, Bryan OK. 
Husband of Nellie May Riter (1891-1973, F: 36121092). Buried in Highland 
Cemetery, Durant, Bryan OK. F: 36131082 

• Edward (Eddie) Johnson, Jun 1894 TX –  1903 TX. 
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• ? One of his surviving sisters is Mrs. Lee Nation of Caddo, Bryan OK in 1962. Would 
this be Nannie, as Mary & Josie have died? 

 
Notes: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5969037/person/-1276858873/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Found listed as a sibling, but this appears inaccurate. Sarah Jane (Janie/Jennie) Johnson Owens, 
1873 Navarro, Navarro TX – 1946 Shafter, Kern TX. Wife of Wilburn Burton Owens. Although her 
mother is found on Ancestry.com family trees as Sarah Cathleen York, her father is listed as 
William Merriday Johnson. He died in 1919 & is buried in LA (F: 88888460) The Sallie he is married 
to: F: 88888429  https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/45537097/person/232020942975/facts?_phsrc=hFB19427&_phstart=successSo
urce 
 
The Pearl Shugart noted in the 1900 census as born in Sep 1896 in TX appears to have married at 
age 18 on 19 Jan 1914 in Hill Co. TX to W. King. In the 1910 census,  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the saved: Joseph R. Johnson, 
Cedar OK 
 
Post-war: 
 
A resident of Walnut Creek CA in Jan 1956 when his two daughters & 2 granddaughters were killed 
in the same car accident. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Abilene [TX] Reporter-News" 15 Jul 1962 p 14 - retired farmer, b. 29 Feb 1894 Hutchins TX, funeral 
16 Jul in Seymour TX, with burial in Riverside. Survived by sons Joseph D. & Jerry R. & daughter 
Esleylee Garrett. Survived by 2 brothers Frank & Jimmy (he of Caddo) & sister Mrs. Lee Nation 
(Caddo OK) 
 
TX Death Cert: WWI veteran. Names of mother & father not known. Informant Jerry Johnson. SSN 
448-16-8806, d. Seymour, Baylor TX (Baylor County Hospital), b. 29 Feb 1894, age 68, widowed. 
Died of pneumonia, emphysema, bronchitis. Resident of Seymour for 5 years. Burial in Riverview. 
  
Social Security number: 448-16-8806 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Ellis Co. TX 
Sallie Johnson, 48 AR, Sep 1851, father b. IL, mother b. AL, widow, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are 
living [this child information is actually written on the line for her daughter Nannie], farmer 
Nannie Sugart, 23 TX, May 1877, widow [daughter] 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45537097/person/232020942975/facts?_phsrc=hFB19427&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45537097/person/232020942975/facts?_phsrc=hFB19427&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/45537097/person/232020942975/facts?_phsrc=hFB19427&_phstart=successSource
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Willie Johnson, 16 TX, Nov 1883 [son] 
Jimme Johnson, 14 TX, Jan 1886 [son] 
Frank Johnson, 10 TX, Apr 1890 [son] 
Richard Johnson, 8 TX, Mar 1892 [son] 
Josie Wilson, 18 TX, married, gave birth to 2 children, zero are living [daughter] 
Pearl Sugart, 3 TX, Sep 1896, father b. KS, mother b. AR  
[For Sallie’s children, both parents b. AR] 
[all members of the family are listed as being of the white race] 
 
1930 Myric, Johnston OK – all members of the family are listed as being Indians] 
Joseph R. Johnson, 36 TX, father mixed blood, mother Cherokee, age 27 at 1st marriage, farmer, 
general farm, reported he was not a veteran 
Dovie L., 26 OK, father mixed blood, mother Choctaw, age 17 at 1st marriage 
Nellie M., 7 OK 
Evelyn J., 6 OK 
Estylee, 3 years 11 months OK 
Joseph D., 1 year 11 months OK 
 
1940 Durant, Bryan OK – 201 NE 2nd – same place in 1935 
J.R. Johnson, 48 TX, widow, farmer 
Nellie May, 17 OK 
Evelyn, 15 OK 
Estey Lee, 13 OK 
Delbert, 11 OK 
J.R. Jr., 7 OK 
 
 


