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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Johnson, John Andrew 
1888 LA – 1968 LA 
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John Andrew Johnson – standing in the back at far left, photograph courtesy of Steven Schwartz of 
Renton WA 
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The Johnson siblings in June 1949: (back row) Mattie Josephine Johnson Beall, Eula Florence 
Johnson Simmons – 2nd row from back: (brothers) Wiley Deville Johnson, John Andrew Johnson, 
Benjamin Homer Johnson, William Oliver Johnson – 3rd row from back: Maggie Eugenia Johnson 
Gray, Nellie Cornelia Johnson Adams, Lolus Johnson Boswell Russell, Thelma Johnson Gates. 
Front row: Mickey (?) Johnson, Doyle David/Dawton Johnson, Melonea Albright Johnson Geyer. 
Since the siblings are standing in birth order, “Mickey” must be the youngest child (a bit out of 
order), whose name is actually H’Omera Vaughn Johnson Webber - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26793326/person/13945145720/media/ddac8a35-b1f4-45b3-9975-2a754fb0d0b7 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/13945145720/media/ddac8a35-b1f4-45b3-9975-2a754fb0d0b7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/13945145720/media/ddac8a35-b1f4-45b3-9975-2a754fb0d0b7
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The Johnson brothers ca. 1908 in Pollock, Grant Parish LA. From left: John Andrew Johnson, William 
Oliver Johnson, Doyle D. Johnson, Benjamin H. Johnson, Wiley Deville Johnson - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20266984/person/1444568541/media/78fb0808-
d902-4023-89c9-d374dc60497f?_phsrc=hFB19277&_phstart=successSource  
 

 
In news from Monday – “Alexandria (LA) Weekly Town Talk” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20266984/person/1444568541/media/78fb0808-d902-4023-89c9-d374dc60497f?_phsrc=hFB19277&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20266984/person/1444568541/media/78fb0808-d902-4023-89c9-d374dc60497f?_phsrc=hFB19277&_phstart=successSource
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There were 215 casualties – “Colfax (LA) Chronicle” 16 Feb 1918 p 3 
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John’s “beautiful” red hair is noted in this article & on his WWI (1917) and WWII (1942) draft 

registrations - “Alexandria (LA) Weekly Town Talk” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 4 
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John’s photograph appeared in the New Orleans (LA) “Times-Picayune” newspaper on 26 Mar 1918 

- “Alexandria (LA) Weekly Town Talk” Saturday 30 Mar 1918 p 6 

 
Obituary in “Shreveport (LA) Times” Wednesday 24 Jul 1968 p 24 
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Obituary of his father William Lovett Johnson – from his Find A Grave 30110795 

 
 

 
Marriage of Clarice Pringle & John Andrew Johnson on Tuesday, 30 Dec 1924 in Lecompte, Rapides 

Parish LA – “Shreveport (LA) Times” Monday 5 Jan 1925 p 9 
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“Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Wednesday 24 Jul 1968 p 27 
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“Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Thursday 25 Jul 1968 p 18 
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Obituary of wife Clarice Pringle Johnson – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Wednesday 5 Jan 1966 p 7 
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Funeral of wife Clarice Pringle Johnson – “Shreveport (LA) Times” February 7 Jan 1966 p 26 
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Obituary of brother Wiley Johnson – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Saturday 25 Apr 1970 p 7 
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Obituary of sister Eula Johnson Simmons – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Thursday 30 Jul 1981 p 8 
 

     
Left: Obituary of sister Mattie Johnson Beall – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Tuesday 15 Apr 1980 p 3 
– Right: Obituary of sister Maggie Johnson Gray – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Sunday 2 Oct 1983 p 
23 
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Obituary of sister Lolus Johnson Russell – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Tuesday 20 Feb 1973 p 2 
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Lolus https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26793326/person/26037687627/media/a0288bef-0f9f-41b1-bb67-3e98f627a8b3 - 
Thelma https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26793326/person/26037687629/media/95b8ffc7-e938-4b3a-bd35-e7bab2692c3f  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/26037687627/media/a0288bef-0f9f-41b1-bb67-3e98f627a8b3
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/26037687627/media/a0288bef-0f9f-41b1-bb67-3e98f627a8b3
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/26037687629/media/95b8ffc7-e938-4b3a-bd35-e7bab2692c3f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/26037687629/media/95b8ffc7-e938-4b3a-bd35-e7bab2692c3f
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Melonea - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26793326/person/26144405266/media/ecd186ed-3b3d-414a-89d1-c166c145a67d - 
H’Omera - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26793326/person/13945145743/media/3d717906-2906-4c78-a8e4-ff8ac2f0fdbd  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/26144405266/media/ecd186ed-3b3d-414a-89d1-c166c145a67d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/26144405266/media/ecd186ed-3b3d-414a-89d1-c166c145a67d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/13945145743/media/3d717906-2906-4c78-a8e4-ff8ac2f0fdbd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26793326/person/13945145743/media/3d717906-2906-4c78-a8e4-ff8ac2f0fdbd
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Left: Obituary of sister Melonea Johnson Geyer – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Thursday 19 Oct 1995 
p 33 – Right: Obituary of sister Thelma Johnson Gates – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Saturday 22 Oct 
1988 p 34 
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Left: Obituary of sister Nellie Johnson Adams – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Sunday 20 Sep 1987 p 
16 – Right: Obituary of brother William Oliver Johnson – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Monday 4 Jun 
1979 p 3 
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Obituary of brother Ben Homer Johnson – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Wednesday 6 Jul 1966 p 12 
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Obituary of brother Doyle D. Johnson – “Shreveport (LA) Journal” Saturday 6 Aug 1960 p 4 
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Obituary of sister H’Omera Vaughn Johnson Webber – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Friday 1 Dec 
2000 p 4          
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Name:  John Andrew Johnson 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,544 
Entered service from: Pollock, Grant Parish LA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John A. Johnson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father William L. Johnson, Pollock LA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John A. Johnson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father William L. Johnson, Pollock LA  (cpl, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John A. Johnson - 1 Apr 1888 Pollock LA; res: Glenmora, 
Rapides Parish LA. Single. Lumber checker, La Saw Mill Co., Glenmora LA. Medium height & build. 
Red hair. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Pollock LA (listed as John A.) & Longview WA 
(listed as John K.) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as John Andrew Johnson - b. 1 Apr 1888 Pollock LA; res: 661 – 
16th Ave., Longview, Cowlitz WA. NOK Mrs. Clarice P. Johnson, same address. Employed by Long 
Bell Lbr. Co., Longview, WA at mill site, Longview, Cowlitz WA. “scar on top of head / hernia scar on 
rt. side” Height: 5’6 ¾” – 135 lbs. Red hair.    
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged 12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Glenmor LA 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Cas Det 2 Demob Gp 
 
Birth & death: 
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Born: 1 Apr 1888 Pollock, Grant Parish LA   
Died: 23 Jul 1968 Pollock, Grant Parish LA (at his home)   
Find A Grave record:  30110789, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Pollock, Grant Parish LA 
Cemetery:  Pollock 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Louisiana CPL 20 Engineers WWI 
 
 
Father:  William Lovett Johnson, 10 Nov 1856 MS – 31 May 1930 Grant Parish LA. Son of Martin 
Robert Johnson & Kisanna Wells Turnage.  Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. 
Find A Grave:  30110795 
 
Mother: Amanda Josephine Walker Johnson, 31 Jan 1866 LA – 21 Feb 1918 LA. She died 16 days 
after the “Tuscania” sunk. Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA.   
Find A Grave:  30110777 
Parents’ marriage:  13 Nov 1882 Grant Parish LA 
 
Spouse:  Clarice Bell Pringle Johnson, 2 Jun 1895 Rapides Parish LA – 4 Jan 1966 Alexandria, 
Rapides Parish LA. Daughter of Samuel William Pringle & Anna Corine Penninger. Buried in Pollock 
Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  30110782 
Marriage: 30 Dec 1924 Lecomte, Rapides Parish LA 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  John was born after Wiley. 

• Mattie Josephine Johnson Beall, 28 Sep 1883 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 15 Apr 1980 
Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA. Wife of James Edward Beall (1881-1949). Buried in Pollock 
Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 98824157  

• Eula Florence Johnson Simmons, 15 Aug 1885 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 29 Jul 1981 
Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA. Wife of Bennie Sylvanus Simmons (1884-1943) whom she 
married 25 May 1903 in Rapides Parish LA. Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant 
Parish LA. F: 31843066 

• Wiley Deville Johnson, 6 Nov 1886 LA – 24 Apr 1970 Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA. Husband 
of Carrie Vanie Fox (1888-1943), by whom she had at least 4 children.  Husband of Frankie 
A. Price (1905-1998). Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 30110798 

• Benjamin (Ben) Holmes/Homer Johnson, 10 Jul 1889 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 3 Jul 1966 
Pineville, Rapides Parish LA. Husband of Amanda Almeda Gates (1891-1915, F: 30110776) 
whom he married 16 Dec 1909 in Rapides Parish LA. Amanda’s sister Sarah will marry 
Benjamin’s brother William & Amanda’s brother John Bunyan Gates will marry Benjamin’s 
sister Thelma. Husband of Louise Lee (1903-1987, F: 30110791). Buried in Pollock 
Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 30110778 

• William Oliver (“Obb”) Johnson, 10 Mar 1891 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 4 Jun 1979 
Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA. Husband of Georgia Lee Richardson (1891-1959) whom he 
married 26 May 1916 in Ruston, Lincoln Parish LA. Around 1959 William married Sarah 
Cordelia (Delia) Gates Tracey Smith. Sarah’s brother John Bunyan Gates had married 
William’s sister Thelma & Sarah’s sister Amanda had married William’s brother Benjamin. 
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Sarah had 1st married James Franklin Tracey Jr. (1886-1930) on 20 Apr 1913, then married 
either in 1932 or 1940 to Clyde Puckett Smith (18974-1953). Buried in Pollock Cemetery, 
Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 30110799 

• Margaret (Maggie) Eugenia Johnson Gray, 5 Jan 1893 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 1 Oct 1983 
Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA. Wife of James Henry Gray Sr. (1894-1936). Buried in Pollock 
Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 30110669 

• Nellie Cornelia Johnson Adams, 25 Apr 1894 Pollock, Grant LA – 18 Sep 1987 Pollock, Grant 
Parish LA. Wife of Albert Lonnie (Lonzo) Adams Sr. (1886-1979) whom she married 21 Aug 
1910. Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 30110268 

• Lolus Johnson Boswell Russell, 9 Mar 1896 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 19 Feb 1973 
Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA. Wife of Walter Lee Boswell Sr. (1895-1932), whom she 
married 12 Feb 1915 in Pollock, Grant Parish LA. Wife of (John) Surville Russell (1889-1959) 
whom she married 19 Mar 1943. Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 
96526102 

• Thelma Johnson Gates, 20 Jul 1897 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 21 Oct 1988 Pineville, 
Rapides Parish LA. Wife of John Bunyan Gates Sr. (1897-1953) whom she married 5 Apr 
1917 in LA. John was the son of Rev. Elijah Morgan Gates & Alice Amanda/Adeline Brian. 
John’s sister Sarah will marry Thelma’s brother William & his sister Amanda will marry 
Thelma’s brother Benjamin. Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 
30110613 

• Doyle Dawton/David Johnson, 24 Apr 1899 LA – 5 Aug 1960 Grant Parish LA. Husband of 
Utha Mae (“Mug”) Moffett (1895-1990). Served in the US Navy in WWI. Mail carrier. Buried in 
Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 30110783 

• Melonea Albright Johnson Geyer, 16 Jul 1901 Pollock, Grant Parish LA – 17 Oct 1995 
Pineville, Rapides Parish LA. Wife of Frank Louis Geyer (1901-1974). Was a longtime 
resident of Houston TX. Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 30110622 

• H’Omera Vaughn Johnson Webber, 26 Jan 1904 LA – 29 Nov 2000 Pineville, Rapides Parish 
LA. Article in “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Thursday 8 Apr 1993 p 19, with her photo, 
describes how, at age 89, she is the oldest nurse at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 
Graduate of the Baptist Hospital Training School for Nurses, she married Charles Webber, 
who was at Pearl Harbor when it was bombed 7 Dec 1941. She entered the Army Nursing 
Corps in 1941 at age 42 & worked in Honolulu, Spokane WA & Pasadena CA hospitals. She 
left the Army in 1946 & retired in 1969. Wife of Charles Frederick Webber (1902-1969) whom 
she married 18 Oct 1927 in Harrison Co. TX. Her military tombstone indicates she was a 2nd 
lieutenant in the US Army, WWII. Buried in Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, Grant Parish LA. F: 
67978961 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Shreveport (LA) Journal” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – on board Tuscania, but not yet accounted for: John A. 
Johnson, father W.S. Johnson, Pollock LA. 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
"Shreveport [LA] Times" 24 Jul 1968 p 24 - funeral 24 Jul in Pineville LA, age 80, of Pollock LA, d. 23 
Jul at his home there. WWI veteran,  "one of the only survivors USS Tuscanie" (there were almost 
2,000 survivors, not a US ship so was SS Tuscania, not USS Tuscanie) torpedoed 1918. Survived by 
2 brothers & 8 sisters.  
  
Social Security number: 533-05-5613 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pollock, Grant Parish LA 
Wm. L. Johnson, 43 MS, Nov 1856, father b. GA, mother b. MA, married 18 years, farmer 
Amanda, 34 LA, Jan 1866, father b. MS, mother b. LA, gave birth to 11 children, 11 are living 
Mattie J., 16 LA, Sep 1883 
Eula F., 14 LA, Aug 1885 [listed as son, but female] 
Wiley D., 13 LA, Nov 1886 
John A., 12 LA, Apr 1888 
Benjamin H., 10 LA, Jul 1889 
Wm. O., 9 LA, Mar 1891 
Maggie E., 6 LA, Jan 1893 
Nellie C., 6 LA, Apr 1894 
Lolus, 4 LA, Mar 1896 
Selma, 2 LA, Jul 1897 [i.e. Thelma] 
Doyle, 1 LA, Apr 1899 
 
1910 Pollock, Grant Parish LA 
W.L. Johnson, 53 MS, father b. GA, mother b. MS, married 27 years, in 1st marriage, farmer, truck 
farm 
Amanda, 44 LA, parents b. MS, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 13 children, 13 are living 
Wiley D., 23 LA, cleaning shop, own shiop 
John, 22 LA, salesman, drug store 
Ben H., 20 LA, in 1st marriage, married zero years, druggist, drug store 
Amanda, 19 LA, in 1st marriage [W.L.’s daughter-in-law] 
Oliver, 17 LA, trader, public 
Maggie, 17 LA [age?] 
Nellie, 15 LA 
Lolis, 14 LA 
Thelma, 12 LA 
Doyle, 10 LA 
Mellonee, 8 LA 
Homera, 6 LA 
 
1930 Longview, Cowlitz WA – 1329 – 20th Ave. 
John A. Johnson, 41 LA, father b. MS, mother b. LA, age 36 at 1st marriage, yard foreman, lumber 
mill 
Clarice P., 34 LA, parents b. LA, age 29 at 1st marriage 
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1940 Longview, Cowlitz WA – 661 – 16th Ave. – same place in 1935 
John A. Johnson, 52 LA, order clerk, lumber mill 
Clarice, 44 LA 
 
 


