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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

Johnson, James 
1897 CA – 1971 CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61257/images/41383_1521003239_0
856-00762?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=98726 
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Obituary “San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 26 Dec 1971 p 51 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/460194167/?terms=%22james%20johnson%22&match=1 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 5 Mar 1918 p 3 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/460194167/?terms=%22james%20johnson%22&match=1
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“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Wednesday 6 Mar 1918 p 2 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-D3G8-
H?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPBK-ZPJD 
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Funeral record - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019445-

00311?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19116&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=250788  
 

 
Drowning death of his sister Susie Johnston & her fiancé De Witt Livingston – “Fresno (CA) Morning 

Republican” Friday 7 Nov 1913 p 8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019445-00311?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19116&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=250788
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019445-00311?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19116&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=250788
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 6 Oct 1913 p 1 
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“Long Beach (CA) Telegram & Long Beach Daily News” Monday 6 Oct 1913 p 5 
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“San Francisco Call” Tuesday 7 Oct 1913 p 5 
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“Napa Weekly Journal” Friday 10 Oct 1913 p 2 
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The tombstone of his brother Henry Johnson, as shown on the Find A Grave website of his mother, 
Maria Anne Donlon Johnson – Find A Grave 107718979 
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Obituary of his brother Henry Johnson – “San Francisco Examiner” Monday 4 Dec 1922 p 4 
 

 
Obituary of his sister Anne K. Johnson Hogan – “San Francisco Examiner” Friday 9 Oct 1970 p 52 
 

 
Is this his wife? “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 24 Aug 1957 p 57 
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Suicide of his father Otto Johnson on 28 Mar 1909 in Marin Co. CA – “San Francisco Call” 
Wednesday 31 Mar 1909 p 8 
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All this fits – age, carpenter, 4 children, Sausalito – but not that his wife died a year ago – “Santa 
Rosa (CA) Republican” Tuesday 30 Mar 1909 p 8 
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Probate of the estate of his brother Henry Johnson - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8639/images/007602352_01092?usePUB=tru
e&_phsrc=hFB19168&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=946446  
 
 
Name:  James Johnson 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,991 
Entered service from: Sausalito, Marin CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James Johnson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Marie Johnson, 630 Locust St., Sausalito CA 
Was to return from war on: was to sail to "Connecticut" Jan 1919 - name crossed off, "transferred to 
base hospital #33, Brest, Fr." 
Listed as: James Johnson 
Listed on “Connecticut” with: NOK mother Mrs. Marie Johnson.650 Locust St., Sausalito CA (PFC, 
162nd Aero Sq) 
Returned from war on:  "George Washington" Mar 1919 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8639/images/007602352_01092?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19168&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=946446
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8639/images/007602352_01092?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19168&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=946446
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Sailed on return ship as:  James Johnson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Otto Johnson, 650 Locust St., Sausalito CA (PFC, 
162nd Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as James Johnson - b. 6 Jun 1896 Sausalito CA; res: 650 
Locust, Sausalito, Marin CA. Single. Has dependent mother. Employed as a mess boy by Alaska 
Packers Association, on the ship “Star of Russia.” Claimed exemption from the draft: “yes, sole 
support of mother. Registered later than the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day – in Kussiloff, 
Alaska [perhaps on board ship on 5 Jun?] 
World War II draft registration (1942): as James Johnson - b. 6 Jun 1897 Sausalito CA; res: 2702 
California St., San Francisco CA. NOK V. Johnson, same address. Employed at Waterftont 
Employers Ass’t, Federal Reserve Building, San Francisco CA. “tatoo = arms” Height: 5’7” – 160 
lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 24 Nov 1917 
Discharged 25 Apr 1919  
Address:  3036 – 22nd St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit:  private, 162nd Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 6 Jun 1897 Sausalito, Marion CA (CA Death Index, obituary & WWII draft) (WWI draft card: 6 
Jun 1896) (Veterans Administration Military Index: Jun 1896)  
Died: 22 Dec 1971 Hayward, Alameda CA  
Find A Grave record:  interment listed in obituary: "San Francisco Examiner" 26 Dec 1971 p 51 
  
Burial location:  Colma, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Cypress Lawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Otto Johnson, Sep 1860 Germany. Died between 1900 & 1910 censuses. Believe he is the 
Otto Johnson who committed suicide by drinking strychnine on 28 Mar 1909 in Marin Co. CA. See 
newspaper reports copied above.   
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Maria Anna Donlon Johnson, Mar 1862 Ireland - 11 Apr 1920 Marin Co. CA. She is found 
listed in CA voter registration in Marine Co., a housewife, resident of Sausalito, Republican. 
Interred 13 Apr 1920 in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA. Her Find A Grave 
record pictures the tombstone of her son Henry. 
Find A Grave:  107718979 
Parents’ marriage:  20 Jun 1891 Marin Co. CA 
 
Spouse:  Viola --- Johnson. Listed as his wife in the 1930 & 1940 censuses, as V. Johnson on his 
1942 WWII draft registration & in San Francisco CA city directories. Believe she may be Viola 
Wolford Johnson, b 30 May 1895 CA – 22 Aug 1957 Sacramento, Sacramento CA. Her obituary in 
the “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 24 Aug 1957 p 57 notes she had lived in San Francisco CA for 
25 years before moving to Sacramento. Daughter of Absolom W. Wolford (1832 OH – 1904 CA, 
buried in Wolford Cemetery, Siskayou Co. CA, F: 166192067), an 1854 settler of the Etna CA area. 
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Her mother’s maiden surname was Short. Buried in East Lawn Memorial Park, Sacramento, 
Sacramento CA but not on Find A Grave as of 27 Apr 2021. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: ca. 1920 (based on responses in the 1930 census) 
 
Spouse:  Edith ---- Johnson. Named as his surviving widow in his Dec 1971 obituary. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  James was the youngest of 4 children. 

• Anna K. Johnson Hogan, 23 Mar 1892 CA – 7 Oct 1970 San Francisco, San Francisco CA. 
Wife of John F. Hogan. Was she previously married to a McFarland? As John F. Hogan 
married Annie McFarland on 20 Apr 1903 in Alameda Co. CA. In the 1920 census living on 
Locust Rd. in Sausalito, Marin CA with husband John Hogan. In the 1930 census, Annie K. 
Hogan (38) lived in Sausalito, Marin CA with daughters Marian F. (17), Katherine A. (15) & 
Helen M. (11). Listed as married, but no husband listed. In the 1940 census living in 
Oakland CA, divorced, had resided in Sausalito CA in 1935. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic 
Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA, F: 105562251 

• Susie Johnson, Feb 1893 CA -  28 Nov 1956 drowned in San Francisco Bay CA along with her 
fiancé De Witt Livingston. Believe her fiancé is De W Livingston, d. 27 Oct 1913, buried in 
Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA, F: 105440546.  

• Henry Johnson, 19 Jun 1894 Sausalito, Marin CA - 2 Dec 1922 San Francisco, San Francisco 
CA. Registered for the WWI draft in 1917 as a resident of 650 Locust, Sausalito CA. He was 
a book binder for F. Malloge Co. at 261 Bush St., single, the support of his widowed mother. 
Served in WWI, entering the Army on 30 Mar 1918 & discharged 5 May 1919. Was a private 
1st class in Co. L, 361st Infantry, 91st Division. Serial number 2,288,822. Buried in Holy Cross 
Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA. His tombstone is pictured on his Find A Grave 
record as well as that of his mother’s. He died intestate (without a will) & his probate 
proceedings are copied above, filed 22 Dec 1922, with brother James Johnson named to 
administer his estate & letters of administration issued 3 Jan 1923. His only other heir listed 
is his sister, Mrs. J.F. Hogan [Anna]. F: 13798861 

 
Notes: 
 
 
https://divenewzealand.co.nz/the-star-of-russia-the-grand-old-lady/  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 9 Feb 1918 – was a Sausalito resident  
 
“Los Angeles Times” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the survivors: James Johnson, 650 Locust St., 
Sausalito CA. 
 

https://divenewzealand.co.nz/the-star-of-russia-the-grand-old-lady/
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"San Francisco Examiner" 5 Mar 1918 p 3 - letter to his mother at 158 Locust St., Sausalito - from 1 
Balneum Terrace, Bay Rd., - "blown up at 6 o'clock last night" - censorship, wants to kill every 
German, "We had a fine trip but for that." Signed Jimmie. Copied above. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Appears in numerous San Francisco CA city directories, such as: 
 
1930 San Francisco CA city directory 
Johnson, Jas (Viola), laborer, residence: 3036 – 22nd [the same address on his Veterans 
Administration Master Index card] 
 
In the 1940 census, indicates he is a stevedore. On his funeral record, his occupation is listed as 
stevedore/longshoreman.  
 
1945 San Francisco CA city directory  
Johnson, Jas (Viola), laborer, CT Braun, residence: 2702 California 
 
Obituary: 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 22 Dec 1971 p 51, age 74, d. in Hayward CA, wife Edith, native of 
Sausalito, member ILWU Union 10, funeral 23 Dec 1971 
  
Social Security number: 558-05-3018 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Sausalito, Marin CA – 248 Bo---it [Locust?] 
Otto Johnson, 39 Germany, Sep 1860, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1880, in US for 20 years, 
alien, married 9 years, carpenter 
Marie, 37 Ireland, Mar 1862, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1888, in US for 12 years, gave birth to 4 
children, 4 are living 
Anna, 8 CA, Mar 1892, at school 
Susie, 7 CA, Feb 1893, at school 
Henry, 6 CA, Jun 1893 [actually Jun 1894] 
James, 3 CA, Jun 1896 
& visitor Madeline Fortado, 4 CA, father b. Portugal, mother b. CA 
 
1910 Sausalito, Marin CA – Locust Rd. 
Marie Johnson, 46 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, widow, emigrated 1889, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are 
living 
Annie, 18 CA, book binder 
Susie, 17 CA, operator, telephone 
Henry, 15 CA, shipping clerk, dry goods 
[for the children: father b. Germany, mother b. Ireland] 
 
1920 Sausalito, Marin CA – census conducted 5 Feb 1920, Maria dies 11 Apr 1920 
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Henry Johnson, 26 CA, single, bookbinder [head of household] 
Maria, 58 Ireland, widow, emigrated 1887 [mother] 
James, 22 CA, single, fireman, marine [brother] 
& 2 male lodgers 
[For Henry & James: father b. Germany, mother b. Ireland] 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – California St. – same place in 1935 
James Johnson, 42 CA, stevedore, shipping 
Viola, 44 CA, house wife, home 
 
 


