DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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Obituary “San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 26 Dec 1971 p 51 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/460194167/?terms=%22james%20johnson%22&match=1

" Johnson Had Fine Trip
But For That One Thing

From James Johnson to his mother,
' 158 Locust street, Sausalito: /

One Balneum Terrace, Bay Road.

Dear Ma:

Here I am at this address, myself

Love to all. JIMMIE,

“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 5 Mar 1918p 3


https://www.newspapers.com/image/460194167/?terms=%22james%20johnson%22&match=1

“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Wednesday 6 Mar 1918 p 2
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Funeral record - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019445-
00311?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19116&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=250788

GIRL'S BODY RECOVERED

SAUSALITO, ov, 8.—The body of
Misg Susie Johnson, who with her
flance, De Witt Livingston, was
drowned at Tennessee Cove on October
8, was recovered today at the sand
spit near Bolinas, about twelve miles
from the scene of the tragedy, Liv-
ingston's body was taken from the
water a few days ago near the Golden
Gate, It is believed he tried to save
Miss Johnson when she fell in tha
water and both met death. Miss
Johnson was the daughter of Mrs,
Mary Johnson of Sausalito.

Drowning death of his sister Susie Johnston & her fiancé De Witt Livingston — “Fresno (CA) Morning
Republican” Friday 7 Nov 1913 p 8



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019445-00311?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19116&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=250788
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019445-00311?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19116&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=250788

NAVY-YARDATTACHE
AND FIANCEE DRIFT
TOWARD THE GATE

SEARCHERS
FEAR FOR
NES

RocKks or Waves
Have WrecKed Frdl
Craft.

Miss Susie Johnson ‘nl
Dewitt i'.lvllmol .
Are muln[, 15,

»
‘
‘.J‘ ¥ D.

" The couple, who wers soon to wed, B
left thelr homes yesterday for an out.
Ing, and were seen entering the boat

AN mmmoo. Oct. 6. at Mare Island. This morning they
—Aﬂﬂ’ dllfh had not returned, and a .u:e.h 1
: organized. It was learned that l&ﬂ
lh L had been seen In the bay, drifting in
ing tu. gm the tide, 1t In bellaved possible that
Gate, Miss thelr boat may have been dashed on

the rocks or carried awag in the head. .
waters, elther of which means death,
Launches, manned by friends of the
couple and attaches of the navy
are combing the bay for traces of the
couple. They were traced to Tennes-
sed Cove. wherg the tide s dangerous,
It Is belleved that search in hopeless
by the sallors of lh. bay.

Sausalito IM DeWitt Uvb
stone, an attache of the Mare
Island Navy Yard, are today be-
lieved drowned In the waters of
the Pacific. No trace of them
has been discovered by search-
ing parties who, In launches, are
patrollh: the m

“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 60ct1913p 1




SEARCHERS
atER BO0IES

0f Young People Thought fo
Have Drowned

(U.P. Leased Wire to Telegram)

| SAN FRANCISCO, Oct & —Search.
o were drageing Tennessee Cove,
Marin county. today for the bodles

D. Livingston

Island, and his

itam Helm of
strugeling in t}

of

an employe st Mare
fiancee, Miss Susie
{Johtuson of Sausalito, belleved to have
i.lrcmnvd Sunday afternoon. Mrs. Wi
Kentfleld saw  them

¢ water, but they b

disappenred belore he'p arrived. |
[theory was that Miss Johnson slipped
from a rock into deep water and that
Livingston perished trying to save her

[ = S e

“Long Beach (CA) Telegram & Long Beach

Daily News” Monday

ad

Eald

60ct1913p5



“San Francisco Call” Tuesday 7 Oct 1913 p 5



11

. MARIN SHORE

R!MISS Susie Johnson of Sausalito
- Slips Off Reef; Daniel Livingston
| Goes to Rescug; Both Drown.

HAN RAFAEL, October 8. —Headed | eompanions could return to the spot
by anxious relatives, search parties to- ' They found no trace when they reach-

1 day nre searching the waters of Tu.a- | #0-the c0ve of Ihe youRy women ey
e ue had peen a few minutes eariter,
According to Mrs. Helm the man
Bodies of Miss Suste Johueon of Bausa- ' she saw struggiing in the water wore
Danlel Livingston o khaki suit. As soon as this news
of Mare Island, who are believed lo! was communicnted to Mrs. Johnson
huve been swept off a reef by the tide. she erfed: “That was my dnughter's
Mris. Mary Johnson, widowed moth. flance. That was Livingston, She
er of the missing girl, telephoned o must have been drowned, too.
Coromer Sawyer at Ban Rufael chis'  Miss Johnson, who was 20 years
' morning that her daughtor had failed old, wns engaged to be married on
| to return home las®@night and that, as Christmas day., Her @ance, Living-
| the girl and her sweetheart had gone ston, who was formerly an enlisted
[ for & stroll along the beach ;utoﬂhy, man at Fort Buker, has retired from
she feurced they had been drowned., | the army and obtained a civll service
A few hours enrller che Coroner had posit'on ot <he Mare Island Navy
recelved a report from Mrs, Johu' Yard, Ile was 25 years old and, ac-
Helm of Kentfield, who declared mu’mrdlng to Mrs. Johnson, was de-
she had seen a young man and wo- voled go her doughter.

nessce cove, Marin coumy,

Hto and her flance,

!

| mun, fAtting the descriptions of Living-
'ston and Miss Johnson, In Tennessee
cove and that & few moments after
passing thm'm had heard screams
for help and had seen a young man
struggling in the water. He sank be-
fore Mrs. Heim, her hushand and’two

Ll B e e eaa

Tt Is the thepry of the Coroner that
Miss Johngon slipped off the reef lnto‘
deep water and was  swept away
quickly by the swif: tide, and that
her sweetheart plunging in to  her
rescuo became o victim himself of the
treacehrons waters,

“Napa Weekly Journal” Friday 10 Oct 1913 p 2
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The tombstone of his brother Henry Johnson, as shown on the Find A Grave website of his mother,
Maria Anne Donlon Johnson - Find A Grave 107718979
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Obituary of his brother Henry Johnson - “San Francisco Examiner” Monday 4 Dec 1922 p 4

Obituary of his sister Anne K. Johnson Hogan - “San Fl:ancisco Examiner” Friday 9 Oct 1970 p 52

Is this his wife? “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 24 Aug 1957 p 57
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Suicide of his father Otto Johnson on 28 Mar 1909 in Marin Co. CA - “San Francisco Call”

Wednesday 31 Mar 1909 p 8

P+ ~———
ENDS HIS LIFE WITH

' DOSE OF STRYCHNINE

SAUSALITO, March 30—Otto John-
son, 48 years old, once a prosperous
contractor, but for the last two years
a victim of i1l health and unfortunate
circumstances, committed suicide last
night by taking strychnine at a local
lodging house. He leaves four chil-
dren, His wife died a year ago.




16

All this fits — age, carpenter, 4 children, Sausalito — but not that his wife died a year ago — “Santa
Rosa (CA) Republican” Tuesday 30 Mar 1909 p 8

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF IHE SYTATE OF CALIPORENIa, IXN AND 2CR
THE COUNTY OF MuRIN,

RS o | ——

IN THE MATTER O THE ZSTATR

HOo.
P
PETITION POR LETTERS OF
HENRY JOHKSON, ALMINISTRATICN

Deceased,

e S i i it o i i

Tne petition of James Johnson respectfully shows
%o said Courl: .

That Henry Sohneon dled inteatate in the County
of ¥arin, State of Jalifornie, 2nd dsy of Decembey, 191€, and
left estete therein conslsting of real snd perecnsl property,
the exsot charscter and value of which sre unknown at this time
te your petiticner,

Thai due seerch andinguiry have been made to &scer-
tain 1f =eid deccrsed Jeft n will and none has been found, and
according to “he beat knowledge, informstion and belief cof

vour petitioner szaid decenszed disd intestate.

Thet the rext of kin of ssid decessed who are his
only heirs ot law, are the follewing:

¥rs. J. F. Hogan, alater of aaid decessed, who
residez at 642 Jocuni Strect, Seussliso, California, and
your Fetltioner, James Joknson, a brother of saidé deceazed,
wiho rezides as Seuszalito,Msrir County,”alifornis; ftat your
petitioner is s fit and proper person to sct as administrator
of the satele of snid decesaed,

WEEREFCFE, Your Fetitioner, after due procecdings for that

purpose tpd, preys for sn order of this court appointing him the
administretor of the estate of Wenry Johnson, Deceraed, and for

suchi ulbor and furller order as v the COUrt MARY 36k WEET &na

propéer, o L s
LG .:9{.
ATterney oner.
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I THx SUPENIOn COURT (F THE 3TaTR OF CAaLIPORKIA, I¥ AlD #Gw
THE COUNTY CF BamIN.

DRSNS, ¥ SRR

X NS MATIER OF THE SSYATE
&
WiRhY Jomisew,

Fo.
ORUGH APTIINTINO ATHINISTRATOR,
Deowsnaed,

The petision of Jasmas Johnsoo paying for Letters of
Moelidxtrabion of She Batabe of lenvy Johmmon, Uscxaxwd,
éoming ot regularly to Be besrd, and dus proof having Sesn wede
to the sptisfaotion of tais cours thes the flark Wad given notice
12 21l pecpeotd aecording to lav, &nd 0l) end sinjuler the les
apd the avidenoe Seing Ly the gourt undarstacd anl fully con-
#lderad, vhereugeom, 15 48 by tim Court bere CHDENIEG and ALSUDAGHD
tin% snid Nenry Johason dicd 1atestnie Lu the Cowmity of Mervin,
State cf Sxitfornis, lwcomber £, 1P0E, cnd he Wee a yusidens of
4214 County ot Lkte Sise of s death, and sha: he loft cetate
thoreln within the Jurisdfiotics of thid Zourt.

IT IS (RDEASD tlet Leliers of adatolstrition of the

Uxtate af aia Sency Jobmaop, Decsssed, faxus Lo antd Tetlltiorer,
and C1idy




18

TS ewmh MJ.W:‘M“

Iz the mmatter of the astate ol
Henrr Johnson, decensed. " |
' Notlee 15 heveby given by the un-
ldersignod, James Johneon, adminis-| 724
trator of the estwie of Hegpry John-| gy
sol, cecsased, to the creditors of and I
all parsonz having clalms azainst the .
said decadent, to file them, with the ti
aeeesinry  voucoors, within  fou 0
montis after the firsl publiestion of |
1kis notice, In the office of the clerk-
of the Suparior Court of the State of L
Califernia In and for the County of
Warie, or to axhibit thom, with the
Lecemary vouchers,  within four .
montas after (e first publication of |
‘thiz poiicé 1o the sald administrator |
‘at tha office of Thou. P. Boyd, Es«
guira, Attorney for said Adminlazra.
tor, ot Room 7, Freitas Bullding, San
Raofael, California, the same being
iy lace of business in all matters
|opnn.éu¢'wxgh eaid estate of Henry
Johnson, decexged, 4
P Dued, Sen Rafael, Calif, Janmu-
ary ¢, 1923,
| JAMES JOHNSON,
Admoaistrator of ke eatate of Henry

Jolinson, decensed.

THO3, P. BOYD, Frellsa Hullding,
~ 2an Rafasl, Altoymey for Admin-

{strator.
‘Date first publication Jan. 6, 1923

= ' T

Probate of the estate of his brother Henry Johnson -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8639/images/007602352_010927?usePUB=tru
e&_phsrc=hFB19168&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=946446

Name: James Johnson

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private

Serial number: 249,991

Entered service from: Sausalito, Marin CA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James Johnson

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Marie Johnson, 630 Locust St., Sausalito CA

Was to return from war on: was to sail to "Connecticut" Jan 1919 - name crossed off, "transferred to
base hospital #33, Brest, Fr."

Listed as: James Johnson

Listed on “Connecticut” with: NOK mother Mrs. Marie Johnson.650 Locust St., Sausalito CA (PFC,
162nd Aero Sq)

Returned from war on: "George Washington" Mar 1919


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8639/images/007602352_01092?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19168&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=946446
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8639/images/007602352_01092?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB19168&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=946446
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Sailed on return ship as: James Johnson

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Otto Johnson, 650 Locust St., Sausalito CA (PFC,
162nd Aero Sq)

World War | draft registration (1917): as James Johnson - b. 6 Jun 1896 Sausalito CA; res: 650
Locust, Sausalito, Marin CA. Single. Has dependent mother. Employed as a mess boy by Alaska
Packers Association, on the ship “Star of Russia.” Claimed exemption from the draft: “yes, sole
support of mother. Registered later than the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day - in Kussiloff,
Alaska [perhaps on board ship on 5Jun?]

World War Il draft registration (1942): as James Johnson - b. 6 Jun 1897 Sausalito CA; res: 2702
California St., San Francisco CA. NOK V. Johnson, same address. Employed at Waterftont
Employers Ass’t, Federal Reserve Building, San Francisco CA. “tatoo = arms” Height: 5°7” - 160
lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted 24 Nov 1917

Discharged 25 Apr 1919

Address: 3036 - 22" St., San Francisco CA
Rank/unit: private, 162" Aero Squadron

Birth & death:

Born: 6 Jun 1897 Sausalito, Marion CA (CA Death Index, obituary & WWII draft) (WWI draft card: 6
Jun 1896) (Veterans Administration Military Index: Jun 1896)

Died: 22 Dec 1971 Hayward, Alameda CA

Find A Grave record: interment listed in obituary: "San Francisco Examiner" 26 Dec 1971 p 51

Burial location: Colma, San Mateo CA
Cemetery: Cypress Lawn Memorial Park
Tombstone:

Father: Otto Johnson, Sep 1860 Germany. Died between 1900 & 1910 censuses. Believe he is the
Otto Johnson who committed suicide by drinking strychnine on 28 Mar 1909 in Marin Co. CA. See
newspaper reports copied above.

Find A Grave:

Mother: Maria Anna Donlon Johnson, Mar 1862 Ireland - 11 Apr 1920 Marin Co. CA. She is found
listed in CA voter registration in Marine Co., a housewife, resident of Sausalito, Republican.
Interred 13 Apr 1920 in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA. Her Find A Grave
record pictures the tombstone of her son Henry.

Find A Grave: 107718979

Parents’ marriage: 20 Jun 1891 Marin Co. CA

Spouse: Viola --- Johnson. Listed as his wife in the 1930 & 1940 censuses, as V. Johnson on his
1942 WWII draft registration & in San Francisco CA city directories. Believe she may be Viola
Wolford Johnson, b 30 May 1895 CA - 22 Aug 1957 Sacramento, Sacramento CA. Her obituary in
the “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 24 Aug 1957 p 57 notes she had lived in San Francisco CA for
25 years before moving to Sacramento. Daughter of Absolom W. Wolford (1832 OH - 1904 CA,
buried in Wolford Cemetery, Siskayou Co. CA, F: 166192067), an 1854 settler of the Etna CA area.
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Her mother’s maiden surname was Short. Buried in East Lawn Memorial Park, Sacramento,
Sacramento CA but not on Find A Grave as of 27 Apr 2021.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage: ca. 1920 (based on responses in the 1930 census)

Spouse: Edith ---- Johnson. Named as his surviving widow in his Dec 1971 obituary.
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: James was the youngest of 4 children.

Notes:

Anna K. Johnson Hogan, 23 Mar 1892 CA -7 Oct 1970 San Francisco, San Francisco CA.
Wife of John F. Hogan. Was she previously married to a McFarland? As John F. Hogan
married Annie McFarland on 20 Apr 1903 in Alameda Co. CA. In the 1920 census living on
Locust Rd. in Sausalito, Marin CA with husband John Hogan. In the 1930 census, Annie K.
Hogan (38) lived in Sausalito, Marin CA with daughters Marian F. (17), Katherine A. (15) &
Helen M. (11). Listed as married, but no husband listed. In the 1940 census living in
Oakland CA, divorced, had resided in Sausalito CA in 1935. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic
Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA, F: 105562251

Susie Johnson, Feb 1893 CA - 28 Nov 1956 drowned in San Francisco Bay CA along with her
fiancé De Witt Livingston. Believe her fiancé is De W Livingston, d. 27 Oct 1913, buried in
Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA, F: 105440546.

Henry Johnson, 19 Jun 1894 Sausalito, Marin CA - 2 Dec 1922 San Francisco, San Francisco
CA. Registered for the WWI draft in 1917 as a resident of 650 Locust, Sausalito CA. He was
a book binder for F. Malloge Co. at 261 Bush St., single, the support of his widowed mother.
Served in WWI, entering the Army on 30 Mar 1918 & discharged 5 May 1919. Was a private
1tclass in Co. L, 361°" Infantry, 91 Division. Serial number 2,288,822. Buried in Holy Cross
Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA. His tombstone is pictured on his Find A Grave
record as well as that of his mother’s. He died intestate (without a will) & his probate
proceedings are copied above, filed 22 Dec 1922, with brother James Johnson named to
administer his estate & letters of administration issued 3 Jan 1923. His only other heir listed
is his sister, Mrs. J.F. Hogan [Anna]. F: 13798861

https://divenewzealand.co.nz/the-star-of-russia-the-grand-old-lady/

Pre-war:

Wartime:

"San Francisco Examiner" 9 Feb 1918 —was a Sausalito resident

“Los Angeles Times” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 — among the survivors: James Johnson, 650 Locust St.,
Sausalito CA.


https://divenewzealand.co.nz/the-star-of-russia-the-grand-old-lady/
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"San Francisco Examiner" 5 Mar 1918 p 3 - letter to his mother at 158 Locust St., Sausalito - from 1
Balneum Terrace, Bay Rd., - "blown up at 6 o'clock last night" - censorship, wants to kill every
German, "We had a fine trip but for that." Signed Jimmie. Copied above.

Post-war:
Appears in numerous San Francisco CA city directories, such as:

1930 San Francisco CA city directory
Johnson, Jas (Viola), laborer, residence: 3036 — 22nd [the same address on his Veterans
Administration Master Index card]

In the 1940 census, indicates he is a stevedore. On his funeral record, his occupation is listed as
stevedore/longshoreman.

1945 San Francisco CA city directory
Johnson, Jas (Viola), laborer, CT Braun, residence: 2702 California

Obituary:

"San Francisco Examiner" 22 Dec 1971 p 51, age 74, d. in Hayward CA, wife Edith, native of
Sausalito, member ILWU Union 10, funeral 23 Dec 1971

Social Security number: 558-05-3018
Censuses:

1900 Sausalito, Marin CA - 248 Bo---it [Locust?]

Otto Johnson, 39 Germany, Sep 1860, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1880, in US for 20 years,
alien, married 9 years, carpenter

Marie, 37 Ireland, Mar 1862, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1888, in US for 12 years, gave birth to 4
children, 4 are living

Anna, 8 CA, Mar 1892, at school

Susie, 7 CA, Feb 1893, at school

Henry, 6 CA, Jun 1893 [actually Jun 1894]

James, 3 CA, Jun 1896

& visitor Madeline Fortado, 4 CA, father b. Portugal, mother b. CA

1910 Sausalito, Marin CA - Locust Rd.

Marie Johnson, 46 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, widow, emigrated 1889, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are
living

Annie, 18 CA, book binder

Susie, 17 CA, operator, telephone

Henry, 15 CA, shipping clerk, dry goods

[for the children: father b. Germany, mother b. Ireland]

1920 Sausalito, Marin CA - census conducted 5 Feb 1920, Maria dies 11 Apr 1920



22

Henry Johnson, 26 CA, single, bookbinder [head of household]
Maria, 58 Ireland, widow, emigrated 1887 [mother]

James, 22 CA, single, fireman, marine [brother]

& 2 male lodgers

[For Henry & James: father b. Germany, mother b. Ireland]

1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - California St. — same place in 1935

James Johnson, 42 CA, stevedore, shipping
Viola, 44 CA, house wife, home



