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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 
 

Johnson, Edmund Palmer 
1895 WI – 1957 WI 

 
Edmund Palmer Johnson - “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 7 Feb 1955 p 3 
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Edmund is seated at the far right in the front row 
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Obituary of Edmund Palmer Johnson – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 22 Nov 1957 p 8 
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Obituary of Edmund Palmer Johnson - “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Saturday 23 Nov 1957 p 8 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 29 Nov 1957 p 8 
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These headstones are shown at Find A Grave 132978440, which records Edmund’s burial in Our 
Savior Lutheran Cemetery, Iola, Waupaca WI. His burial is also listed at Find A Grave 113801717, in 

Concordia Cemetery, Rosholt, Portage WI. BUT – his veteran headstone application asked for the 
tombstone to be sent to the Concordia Cemetery.  

 

 
False information that Edmund Johnson had left the ship with the other ill soldiers in Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, Canada – he was indeed on board & earned the Purple Heart for his injuries as he left the 
ship – “Wausau (WI) Daily News” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 29 Jan 1934 p 2 

 

 
Candidate for the WI state senate on the Progressive Party ticket – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” 

Tuesday 19 Jun 1934 p 5 
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Receives his Purple Heart from the War Department – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 17 Nov 

1939 p 12 
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Attended a 1954 reunion – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 5 Feb 1954 p 3 
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Obituary of his mother Gunhild Peterson Johnson – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 26 Jan 1940 
p 3 
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Obituary of his wife Ruth Brekke Johnson Olson – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 18 Apr 

1988 p 15 
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Marriage of his widow Ruth Brekke Johnson to Clarence Norman Olson – “Stevens Point (WI) 

Journal” Saturday 3 Mar 1962 p 6 
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Obituary of his sister Rose Johnson Moore – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 24 Mar 1939 p 3 
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Obituary of his daughter Mary Ruth Johnson Jorgensen – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Wednesday 25 Aug 2004 p 20 
 

 

 
Although the story clearly states US Navy Ensign Edmund Brekke Johnson married Margaret Kellie 

Barnum in Corpus Christi (Nueces Co.) TX, the headline states they married in Wisconsin – 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 26 Sep 1943 p 54 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/360759102:7545 
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Obituary of his daughter-in-law Margaret Barnum Johnson, wife of son Edmund Brekke Johnson – 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 17 Feb 2019 p C6 
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Name:  Edmund Palmer Johnson 
Name variations: Edmond Palmer Johnson (WI Veterans Museum & return voyage) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. A - private 
Serial number: 250,979 
Entered service from: Iola, Waupaca WI 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Edmund Palmer Johnson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Hansl. Johnson, Iola WI [i.e. Hans L.] 
Returned from war on:  "Leviathan" Apr 1919 - "walking cases requiring no dressings" 
Sailed on return ship as: Edmond P. Johnson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Nellie Johnson, Iola WI (pvt, 107th Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edmund Palmer Johnson - b. 10 Feb 1895 Iola WI; res: Iola 
village, Waupaca WI. Single. Motor work, J I Case Plow Works, Racine WI. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Rosholt WI (1939 NTSA & 1955 WI Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Edmund P. Johnson - b. 10 Feb 1895 Iola WI; res: Rosholt, 
Portage WI. NOK Mrs. Ruth Johnson, same address. U.S. Gov’t Postal Dept., Main St., Rosholt, 
Portage WI. Height: 5’8” – 174 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 7 May 1919 
Address:  412 – 4th Ave. S., Wausau WI 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 10 Feb 1895 Iola, Waupaca WI  
Died: 21 Nov 1957 Stevens Point, Portage WI (St. Michael's Hospital, obituary: “Stevens Point (WI) 
Journal” 22 Nov 1957 p 8) 
Edmund has 2 Find A Grave records, recording burials in two different cemeteries:  
Find A Grave record:  113801717  
Burial location: Rosholt, Portage WI 
Cemetery:  Concordia 
Tombstone:  
Find A Grave record: 132978440 
Burial location: Iola, Waupaca WI 
Cemetery: Our Savior Lutheran 
Tombstone: military & regular. Military reads Wisconsin / Pvt Co A 1007 Sup Tn 32 Div / WWI PH 
[Purple Heart] 
 
Father:  Hans L. Johnson, 6 Sep 1869 Scandinavia, Waupaca WI – 24 Aug 1943 Iola, Waupaca WI. 
Son of Elias Hansen & Sina Hansdatter Kolden (1847-1912). Buried in Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
Iola, Waupaca WI. 
Find A Grave: 132978457   
 
Mother:  Gunhild (“Nellie”) Peterson Johnson, 9 Jun 1869 Iola, Waupaca WI – 23 Jan 1940. Daughter 
of Peter & Ranghild Peterson. Buried in Our Savior Lutheran Church Cemetery, Iola, Waupaca WI. 
Find A Grave:  132978456 
Parents’ marriage:  7 Oct 1891. 
 
Spouse:  Ruth Inga Brekke Johnson Olson, 12 Jan 1900 Alban, Portage WI – 16 Apr 1988 Waupaca, 
Waupaca WI. SSN 399-30-9081. Daughter of Anders (Andrew) Amundsen Brekke (1850-1910, F: 
38718254) & Synneva Karine (Susan) Anderson (1855 WI – 1937 WI, F: 38661950). Ruth was 1 of 8 
children.  
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Following Edmund’s death, Ruth married Clarence Norman Olson (1900-1971, F: 115495345) on 3 
Mar 1962 in Concordia Lutheran Church, Rosholt, Portage WI. Clarence is buried in Immanuel 
Lutheran Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI with his 1st wife, Sylvia M. Vanderhoff (1902-1961), whom 
he married in 1919.  
She is buried as Ruth Olson, sharing the tombstone with Edmund Johnson. Buried in Our Savior 
Lutheran Church Cemetery, Iola, Waupaca WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  132978853 
Marriage: 10 Oct 1920 Rosholt, Portage WI. In Concordia Lutheran Church, Rosholt, Portage WI. 
 
Children: 

• Edmund Brekke Johnson, 22 Sep 1921 Galloway, Marathon WI – 11 Dec 2014. Baptized on 
the day of his birth (22 Sep 1921) at Faith Lutheran Church, Rosholt, Portage WI. When he 
registered for the WWII draft in 1942, he was a student at the U of WI. Husband of Margaret 
Kellie (“Peg”) Barnum (1922 MN -1970 FL, F: 197289828), the daughter of Cyrus & Nettie 
Barnum. Edmund & Margaret married in Corpus Christi, Nueces TX on 25 Sep 1943 when he 
was an ensign in the US Navy. They were married by USNR chaplain Bruce W. Evans. They 
obtained their marriage license the previous day.  They were married 71 years when 
Edmund died. Survived by 3 sons: Brekke Paine Johnson (a star wrestler at the U of WI), 
Bruce Milroy Johnson & Hans Anderson Johnson. Edmund & Margaret divided their time 
between their homes in Middleton WI & Nokomis FL. Buried in Sarasota National Cemetery, 
Sarasota, Sarasota FL. F: 142265926 

• Mary Ruth Johnson Jorgensen, 17 Apr 1926 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 22 Aug 2004 Eden 
Prairie, Hennepin MN. Baptized in 1926 at Faith Lutheran Church, Rosholt, Portage WI. 
Married 26 May 1945 to Walter Grey Jorgensen (1921- 2000, F: 81428479) in Rosholt, 
Portage WI. – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Saturday 21 Jan 1922 p 5 – word was received of 
the marriage of Miss Rose Johnson of Iola, former resident of Wausau, to Archie Moore of 
Ogdensburg WI, at her home on 11 Jan 1922. The couple will live in Ogdensburg WI. - The 
couple operated J & J Laundry and Dry Cleaners. When they retired, they spent time in FL 
golfing during the winter & in Iola Pines in the summer. Survived by 4 daughters & 2 sons, 
plus brother Edmund B. & his wife Margaret Johnson of Middleton WI. Buried in Farmington 
Lutheran Cemetery, Waupaca, Waupaca WI. F: 81428478  

 
Siblings: Edmund was the middle of 3 children & the only male. 

• Rose Susanna Johnson Moore, 10 Jul 1893 Iola, Waupaca WI – 22 Mar 1939 WI. Baptized 13 
Aug 1893 in Hitterdahl Lutheran Church, Iola WI. Attended Iola High School & graduated 
from Wausau Business College. Worked for several years as bookkeeper & reporter for the 
weekly “Wausau Pilot” newspaper. Later worked for Farmers State Bank at Iola WI for 3 
years. Married Archie Moore of Ogdensburg WI on 11 Jan 1922 at Iola, Waupaca WI. The 
couple lived at Oshkosh WI until she returned to her parents’ home due to illness & lived for 
several years until her death. Survived by her husband, brother Edmund Johnson (Rosholt 
WI) & sister Gladys (Mrs. Clarence) Johnson Herbert (Waukesha WI). Buried in Our Savior 
Lutheran Church Cemetery, Iola, Waupaca WI. F: 132978490 

• Gladys E. Johnson Herbert, 22 Oct 1897 Iola, Waupaca WI – 12 Oct 1985. Wife of Clarence 
Elmer Herbert (1893-1972, F: 132978367). Gladys is buried with Clarence in Our Savior 
Lutheran Church Cemetery, Iola, Waupaca WI. F: 132978368 

 
Notes: 
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The woman identified as the “daughter” of Ruth Brekke Johnson Olson – Gladys V. Olson Frome - is 
her stepdaughter, the daughter of Ruth’s 2nd husband, Clarence Norman Olson.  She was born 3 Jul 
1919 & married Willard August Frome (1914-1998, F: 115495231) on 1 Jun 1940 in Zion Lutheran 
Church, Colby WI. Her shared tombstone with Willard (“Bill”) Frome has no death date for her, only 
a birth date, inscribed on his Find A  Grave record.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – “Trempealeau County Boys Among Probable Dead” – 
including Edmund Palmer Johnson, Iola WI (news of his death a bit premature) 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 13 Jan 1933 p 7 – at the Rosholt Civic Club meeting on Tuesday, 
Edmund P. Johnson, Rosholt WI merchant, a Tuscania survivor, spoke about his war experiences. 
He enlisted in the 32nd Division from Iola WI & was severely injured when caught between a lifeboat 
& the Tuscania. He spoke about his convalescence in Ireland & England & later in France.  
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal" 29 Jan 1934 p 3 - at NTSA reunion, held in Kenosha WI, Johnson, a 
Rosholt merchant, said he had had slid down a rope to a lifeboat hurting his arm & injuring his back. 
The boat capsized & he was thrown against the ship hull & broke his arm in 3 places. In the dark 
with high waves, he saw an oar being pushed to him & heard the voice of Nathan McIntyre 
(Chippewa Falls WI) who pulled Edmund to his lifeboat. The men dipped water out of the lifeboat 
with hats & an old tin pail. Picked up by "Grasshopper" at 9 p.m. Says Tuscania sank 7 hours earlier 
(but the ship was not hit by the torpedo until 3+ hours earlier).  
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 7 Sep 1934 p 1 – Progressive Party candidate for WI state 
senator, Edmund P. Johnson, called for check-ups by the Public Service Commission of the 
accounts of the WI Highway Department, to be done annually. A Tuscania survivor, he said “money 
lenders, war lords and war merchants are the only ones who profit by war.” 
 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune 9 Feb 1942 p 10 - NTSA reunion held. Edmund Johnson, the 
Rosholt WI postmaster, has crippled fingers on left hand & had 2 fractures when his lifeboat 
collapsed upon launching & he was crushed between his descending lifeboat & the Tuscania hull, 
smashing his arm. He was picked up by the destroyer “Grasshopper” without any clothes, arriving 
in Ireland with no clothes on. He said “Grasshopper” was sunk at Dunkirk (not true).  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Stevens Point (WI) Journal" 22 Nov 1957 p 8 & 29 Nov 1957 p 8 – died at age 62. Resident of Rosholt 
WI. Was in ill health for 8 years, being hospitalized the day before his death. Born Iola WI. 
Obituaries list list military attendees, relatives & friends, pallbearers. Tuscania survivor, got Purple 
Heart for wounds received on the ship. Landed in Ireland, hospitalized in England. Was in 4 major 
battles in France & served in the Army of Occupation in Germany, Born in Iola WI 10 Feb 1895, the 
son of Mr. & Mrs. Hans L. Johnson. Married Ruth Brekke of Rosholt WI on 10 Oct 1920. From 1930-
36 operated the Johnson Coffee Kitchen in Rosholt WI, then served as the Rosholt WI postmaster 
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for the next 11 years, then as a rural mail carrier for 9 years. Retired due to ill health 1 Nov 1956. He 
lived in Iola until 1923, when he moved to Wausau WI. Lived from 1925-1930 in Appleton WI, then 
returned to Rosholt WI for the rest of his life. Enlisted in the Army at Waupaca WI in Jun 1917. 
Member of Disabled American Veterans, American Legion, NTSA. Survived by wife, daughter & son, 
with 1 sister predeceasing him.  
 
  
Social Security number: 396-38-7350 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Iola, Waupaca WI 
Hans L. Johnson, 33 WI, Oct 1866, parents b. Norway, married 8 years, hardware clerk 
Nellie, 31 WI, Jun 1868, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Rosa S., 6 WI, Jul 1893 WI 
Edmund P., 5 WI, Feb 1895 
Gladdis E., 2 WI, Oct 1897 
& 3 boarders: Hans Norby (36 WI), Adolph Torbinson (22 WI) & Loy Larson (21 WI) 
 
1905 WI state census – Iola, Waupaca WI 
Hans L. Johnson, 36 WI, parents b. Norway, clerk (store) 
Nellie, 35 WI, parents b. Norway 
Rose, 11 WI 
Edmund, 10 WI 
Gladys, 7 WI 
 
1910 Iola, Waupaca WI – Main St. 
Hans L. Johnson, 40 WI, parents b. Norway, married 17 years, salesman, implements 
Gunhild, 40 WI, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Rosa, 16 WI 
Edmund, 15 WI 
Gladys, 12 WI 
 
1930 Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Edmund JOHNSTON, 35 WI, parents b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage, supply clerk, tag (?) & farm (?) 
co., WWI veteran 
Ruth, 30 WI, parents b. WI, age 20 at 1st marriage 
Edmund B., 9 WI 
Mary Ruth, 3 WI 
 
1940 Rosholt, Portage WI – same house in 1935 
Edmund P. Johnson, 45 WI, postmasters, second class US Post Office 
Ruth B., 40 WI 
Edmund B., 18 WI 
Mary Ruth, 14 WI 
 


