
1 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

TUSCANia 

 

Jensen, Irving Christen/Christian Peter 
1888 Denmark – 1962 MA 
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“Boston Globe” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 
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US passport application 5 Mar 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1099-
0389?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB

=true&_phsrc=hFB18388&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=571968 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1099-0389?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB18388&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=571968
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1099-0389?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB18388&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=571968
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1099-0389?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB18388&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=571968
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Emergency passport application at the US consulate in Hamburg, Germany on 12 Aug 1914 

for the purpose of “protection” – intends to leave for the US as soon as possible – Britain 
had declared war on Germany on 4 Aug 1914 -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/32296_620305173_003
4-

01036?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePU
B=true&_phsrc=hFB18389&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2100266  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/32296_620305173_0034-01036?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB18389&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2100266
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/32296_620305173_0034-01036?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB18389&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2100266
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/32296_620305173_0034-01036?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB18389&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2100266
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/32296_620305173_0034-01036?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB18389&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2100266
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Obituary of Irving Christian Peter Jensen - “Boston (MA) Globe” Tuesday 11 Sep 1962 p 28 

 

 
Obituary of his wife Odette B. Panchaud Jensen – “Boston Globe” Thursday 6 Nov 1986 p 52 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2361/images/m1368_28-
00957?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e0f34be586a1cf56e8b949c6dff2f0ca&usePUB=true&

_phsrc=hFB18386&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=395286 
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Membership card in the Masons (AF&AM) 
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Birth of son Frederick Julius Jensen 7 Oct 1929 in Lausanne, Canton Vaud, Switzerland - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1664/images/32179_645874_0006-
00381?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150006649 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1664/images/32179_645874_0006-00381?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150006649
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1664/images/32179_645874_0006-00381?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150006649
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Boston Latin School yearbook 1948 for son Frederick Julius Jensen -  Boston Latin School, founded 
23 Apr 1635, is the oldest school in the U.S., predating the founding of Harvard University by over a 

year -https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b902393-
00063?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1446631238 

 

 
Obituary of his daughter-in-law Carole Ann Bergstrom Jensen – “Boston Globe” Sunday 11 Oct 

1998 p 108 
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The Edward & Mary Bliss home at 19 Oakland Street, Lexington MA, in the prestigious Meriam Hill 

neighborhood, built in 1870 
 

 
Hotel Westminster, on the SE corner of Copley Square, Boston MA (photograph from 1908) – 

residence of Irving, Odette & Frederick Jensen in 1940 census, along with Mary Bliss – now the site 
of the John Hancock Tower, the tallest building in New England 
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Irving & his employers, Edward P. & Mary Cressy Bliss, are caught in Germany as World War I 

breaks out with Britain declaring war on Germany 4 Aug 1914 – people in MA send requests to their 
senators & Congressmen for news & assistance – “Boston Globe” 7 Aug 1914 p 3 
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“Boston Globe” Friday 7 Aug 1914 p 2 
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Irving & his employers caught in Germany as war is declared, among others caught on the 

Continent & in England – headline: “Stranded Now Set at 35,000” – “Boston Globe” Saturday 8 Aug 
1914 p 8 

 

 
“Boston Globe” Thursday 20 Aug 1914 p 9 
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Irving returns from Europe in 1914, with his employers to follow – “Boston Globe” Friday 4 Sep 1914 

p 12 
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Obituary of his employer Edward P. Bliss – “Boston Globe” Thursday 23 Mar 1916 p 3 
 

\ 
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Mary Cressy MacKay Bliss a resident of Switzerland when the ship named for her father, the 
“Donald MacKay,” is due to be launched. Her father built the largest & fastest clipper ships., 

including the famous “Flying Cloud” which set a speed record from NY to San Francisco of 89 days, 
8 hours, which held 130 years, from 1854 to 1989. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_McKay 

– “Boston Globe” Friday 31 Mar 1939 p 15 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_McKay
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Obituary of his employer, Mary Cressy McKay Bliss – when Irving died, his wife Odette was a 

resident of Hotel Vendome – “Boston Globe” Wednesday 5 Jun 1946 p 9 
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Location of Svebølle, Denmark 
 
 
 
Name:  Irving Christen/Christian Peter Jensen 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 250,178  
Entered service from: Topsfield, Essex MA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Irving C. JENSON 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother N.C. Jenson (sic), Topsfield MA 
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Irving C. JENSON 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  brother Nielson C. Jenson, Topsfield MA (master electrician, 
213th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Irving Christian Peter Jensen – b. 14 Sep 1888 Svebolle, 
Denmark; res: 19 Oakland, Lexington MA. Single. Chauffeur for Mrs. Edward P. Bliss, Lexington MA. 
Claimed exemption from draft? “No except that I assist in my father’s 66 yrs support” 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Irving C.P. Jensen - b. 14 Sep 1888 Svebolle, Denmark: res: 
160 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Suffolk MA. NOK Mrs. Odette B. Jensen, same address. 
Employed by Mrs. Edward P. Bliss at same address. Height: 5’5 ¾” – weight: 165 lbs. [This address 
is in Boston’s Back Bay area.] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Irving Christen Jensen 
Enlisted 12 Dec 1917 
Discharged 10 Jun 1919 
Address:  19 Oakland St., Lexington MA 
Rank/unit:  master electrician, AS 213 Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 14 Sep 1888 Svebølle, Denmark  
Died: 9 Sep 1962 Boston, Suffolk MA  
Find A Grave record:  no interment noted in obituary: "Boston Globe" [MA] 11 Sep 1962 p 28 
Burial location:  
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Frederick Julius Jensen, 2 Jul 1859 Bregninge, Skippinge, Holbaek, Denmark - was alive on 
5 Jun 1917 & apparently 66 years old, as Irving provided partial support 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Ane Katrine Nielsen Jensen, 9 Apr 1859 Denmark-  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Odette Berthe Panchaud Jensen, b. 13 Feb 1904 near Morges, Canton Vaud, Switzerland - 
d. 3 Nov 1986 Boston, Suffolk MA at age 82. 
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Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 15 Jan 1927 Lausanne, Vaud, Switzerland 
 
Children: 

• Frederick Julius Jensen, 7 Oct 1929 Lausanne, District de Lausanne, Vaud, Switzerland – 12 
May 2009 Weymouth, Norfolk MA (in South Shore Hospital).  SSN 029-24-8733. He was an 
American citizen by birth because his father Irving was a naturalized citizen. He moved to 
Boston MA as a young boy. In 1962 he moved to Hingham MA; moved to Quincy MA 10 years 
prior to his death. Retired as a pharmacist from the Professional Pharmacy of Norwell MA. 
Graduated Boston Latin School 1948, then attended the MA College of Pharmacy. Army 
veteran of the Korean War. Past president & life member of the Society of American 
Magicians. He & his wife Carole traveled the world. Preceded in death by wife Carole Ann 
(“Kay”) Bergstrom Jensen & daughter Susan Jensen. – His wife’s obituary (copied above) in 
the “Boston Globe” Sunday 11 Oct 1998 p 108 gave Carol’s birth date as 22 Sep 1934 
Concord NH & death date of 9 Oct 1998 Concord MA. Daughter of Elmer Bergstromg & Ruby 
Bartlett. Husband listed as Frederick J. Jensen of Hingham MA. Carol was buried in 
Blossom Hill Cemetery, Concord, Merrimack NY; not on Find A Grave as of 12 Apr 2021. - 
Buried in Massachusetts National Cemetery, Bourne, Barnstable MA. F: 72759839  

 
Siblings:  

• Carl Jensen, who was in the Army at Fort Myers MA when Irving sailed on Tuscania 
• Nielsen or Nelson C. Jensen, who lived in Topsfield MA when Irving sailed on Tuscania 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Emigrated to US aboard “Saxonia” arriving 3 Apr 1908 in Boston MA.  
 
Irving spent time before and after WWI as a chauffeur for Edward P. Bliss & his wife Mary Cressy 
MacKay Bliss, and seemed to live with them from at least the 1910 census (one year after he 
immigrated) through 1940, and apparently with them in Europe. He accompanied them on ocean 
voyages to and from Europe. 
 
The three of them had the misfortune of being in Germany when Britain declared war on Germany 
on 4 Aug 1914 and Boston MA newspapers featured stories about their whereabouts and safety 
being unknown. Irving sailed home before they did.  
 
Irving’s employers are buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Middlesex MA. Edward P. 
Bliss, F: 134374172 – Mary Cressy MacKay Bliss, F: 134374204. She was the daughter of famous 
clipper ship designer & builder, Donald MacKay (1810-1880). 
 
His wife Odette and son Frederick also found themselves in Europe when Hitler’s Germany invaded 
Poland on 1 Sep 1939, launching WWII.  They quickly sailed to the U.S. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Boston Globe” 9 Feb 1918 p 5 – Pvt. Irving C. Jensen of Topsfield MA was on board 
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"Boston Globe" 10 Feb 1918 p 3  - Mrs. Edward P. Bliss, 19 Oakland St., Lexington MA, received a 
cable from her former chauffeur, Irving C.P. Jensen, that he was safe. Irving enlisted about 2 months 
ago in the 213th Aero Squadron. He was at Hazelhurst Field, Hempstead NY. Irving worked for Mrs. 
Bliss for 9 years, and was a chauffeur for her & her late husband on a tour of Europe just before the 
war. Irving has 2 brothers: Carl Jensen (in the Army at Camp Devens, Ayer MA) & N.C.  Jensen 
(Topsfield MA).  
 
Post-war: 
 
1920 – sailing aboard “Imperator” leaving Southampton, England 6 Nov 1920, arriving NYC 13 Nov 
1920. Irving C.P. Jensen, 39 married, naturalized in District Court, Boston MA, 9 Nov 1914. Resident 
of 19 Oakland St., Lexington MA.  
 
1925 – sailing aboard “Scythia” from Liverpool, England, 19 Sep 1925 to Boston MA, arriving 23 Sep 
1925. Irving Christen Jensen, age 36, single, US passport 448784, naturalized in Boston MA in Nov 
1914. Resident of Lexington MA. Also sailing: Mary C. Bliss, age 69, widow, b. 4 Jan 1856 Boston 
MA, resident of Lexington MA. 
 
1929 Birth certificate for son Frederick Julius Jensen, whose birth was registered at the US 
Consulate, Lausanne, Switzerland, on 21 Nov 1929. 
Frederick was born 7 Oct 1929 in the Maternity Hospital, Lausanne, Switzerland. His father: Irving 
Christian Peter Jensen, age 41, automobile chauffeur. Born Svebolle, Denmark. Naturalized as a 
US citizen in District Court, Boston MA, on 9 Nov 1914, #518034. Mother: Odette Berthe Panchaud, 
citizen of Switzerland, born near Morges, Canton of Vaud, Switzerland. Not naturalized; she 
married an American husband abroad. Neither father  nor mother registered as a US citizen at the 
Consulate. Odette had not given birth previously. Both were residents of #3 Avenue Glayre, 
Lausanne, Switzerland. 
 
1930 – sailing on “Laconia” which left Liverpool, England, 4 Oct 1930 –  
Irving C. Jensen, 41m married, can read & write French & English, US citizen, resident of Lexington 
US. PP No. 635129 
Odette B. Jensen, 26, married, can read & write French & English, Swiss citizen, b. Lausanne, 
Switzerland, travel papers issued 18 Aug 1930 
& traveling on his father’s passport: 
Frederick J. Jensen, infant, 8 months, b. Lausanne, Switzerland, US citizen, travel papers issued 18 
Aug 1930 
 
1931 – “Boston Globe” 8 Jun 1931 p 17 – The Anchor liner “Transylvania” left Cunard Pier in East 
Boston yesterday for Londonderry, Ireland & Glasgow, Scotland, its departure enlivened by the 
Caledonia Club Pipers Band. Among those on board: Irving C.P. Jensen 
 
1934 – sailing aboard “Scythia” 29 Sep 1934 from Liverpool, England, arriving in Boston MA on 8 
Oct 1934. Irving Christen Peter Jensen, age 45, married, PP 6491, naturalized US District Court, 
Boston MA on 8 Nov 1914. Resident of Hotel Brunswick, Boston MA.  
 
1935 – sailing aboard “Britannic” from Liverpool, England, 30 Nov 1935, arriving in Boston MA on 8 
Dec 1935 – 
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Irving Christen Peter Jensen, 47 married, naturalized in District Court, Boston MA on 9 Nov 1914, 
residence Hotel Westminster, Boston 
Mary Cissy Bliss, 79 widowed, b. 4 Jun 1856 Boston MA, residence Hotel Westminster, Boston 
 
1939 – sailing aboard “Kungsholm” from Gothenburg, Sweden, on 5 Oct 1939. Odette Berthe 
Jensen, age 35, married, wife, can read & write English & Danish. Citizen of Switzerland. Born 
Colocheuez, Switzerland. Immigrant visa 4 NQ1 issued in Copenhagen, Denmark, on 26 Jul 1939. 
Last residence: Lausanne, Switzerland. Also traveling: son Frederik Julius Jensen, US citizen, age 
10, single, b. Lausanne, Switzerland, passport issued by US Consulate in Geneva, Switzerland 13 
Jan 1938 No. 40. 
 
1964 Boston MA city directory 
Jensen, Odette (widow of Irving), 222 Commonwealth 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Boston Globe" 11 Sep 1962 p 28 - as Irving C.P. Jensen - survived by wife Odette B. Jensen of the 
Hotel Vendome & son Frederick J. of Lexington MA, funeral from Eastman Funeral Home 12 Sep 
1962 
 
Social Security number: 029-26-5835 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Lexington, Middlesex MA – 19 Oakland St. 
Christen Jensen, 21 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, laborer odd jobs, residing with: 
Edward P. Bliss, 58 MA, parents b. MA, in 1st marriage, married 25 years, manufacturer, plush 
factory 
Mary C. Bliss, 52 MA, parents b. Scotland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to zero children 
Emmet J. Doane, 40 NY, chauffeur 
Ellen McCarty, 54 Ireland, cook 
 
1940 Boston, Suffolk MA – St. James Ave. (Hotel Westminster) – the Jensen family resided in 
Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1935 
Among the lodgers: 
Irving Christen Jensen, 51 Denmark, chauffeur 
Odette Bertha Jensen, 36 Switzerland 
Fredrick J. Jensen, 10 Switzerland 
Mary Cressy Bliss, 84 MA, widow, in the same house in 1935 
 


