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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Jenkins, Clyde Gibson 

1895 CA – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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From Find A Grave 32560971 
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US, WWI, American Expeditionary Forces, 1917-1919 – California page 17 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JS-
C?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHC-ZM6F 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:HG7L-JSN2  
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JS-C?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHC-ZM6F
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JS-C?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHC-ZM6F
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
“San Francisco Chronicle” Tuesday 12 Mar 1918 p 9 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Hanford (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 9 – this confusion about the identify of the correct 

Jenkins is probably likely for this report in the “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Tuesday 13 Aug 1918 p 8 – Lt. 
J.L. Mary of Chico wrote home that he met Clyde Jenkins in France – but had thought him to be a 

Tuscania victim. 
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Left: “Oroville (CA) Daily Register” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 3 – Right: “Feather River Bulletin” (Quincy 

CA) Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 12 Mar 1918 p 3 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Monday 26 Jul 1920 p 8 
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His funeral was not held as planned – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Friday 19 Nov 1920 p 10 

 

 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 20 Nov 1920 p 20 

 

 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 27 Nov 1920 p 20 

 



11 
 

 



12 
 

 

 
“He loved life. He loved Chico. Why did he have to go? It’s hard, oh so hard,” grieved his mother at 

his CA funeral – “Chico (CA) Enterprise” Tuesday 20 Nov 1920 p 8 
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The earlier funeral report said few attended – this says almost 150 members of the American Legion 

attended Clyde’s funeral – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Tuesday 30 Nov 1920 p 8 
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Obituary on his father Louis B. Jenkins’s Find A Grave 202390017 
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Obituary of his mother Carolyn (Carrie) Olive Pursell Jenkins Barber – “Hanford (CA) Sentinel” 

Tuesday 6 Sep 1949 p 1 
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Clyde was lost on the troopship Tuscania, not the passenger liner Lusitania, which was sunk before 

the US entered the war – “Chico (CA) Enterprise-Record” Tuesday 4 Oct 1949 p 16 
 

 
Marriage of parents Louis B. Jenkins & Carrie Olive Pursell – “Santa Cruz (CA) Surf” Friday 6 Dec 

1889 p 3 
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Pursell 60th wedding anniversary in 1911 – Clyde’s mother Caroline is seated on the ground at far 

left, front row.  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/32425798/person/18255601141/media/f027f4d7-e8a3-403b-958b-

c8333fe7453d?_phsrc=hFB18265&_phstart=successSource 
          

 
“Hanford (CA) Kings County Sentinel” Thursday 12 Jun 1902 p 7 
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Wedding of his sister Stella Jenkins to Bernard Lawrence (Bunnie) Wyllie – “Hanford (CA) Kings 

County Sentinel” Thursday 12 Jun 1902 p 7 
 

 
Lost brother Howard Jenkins – “Hanford (CA) Kings County Sentinel” Thursday 31 Oct 1912 p 10 
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Death of brother Howard Jenkins in Casper WY in Sep 1924 – Left: “Fresno (CA) Morning 

Republican” Wednesday 1 Oct 1924 p 7 – Right: “Fresno (CA) Bee” Tuesday 30 Sep 1924 p 6 
 

 
Name:  Clyde Gibson Jenkins 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Engineers, Co. E - private 
Serial number:  18,085 
Entered service from: Coalinga, Fresno CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Clyde G. Jenkins 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Carrie Olive Barber, Coalinga CA 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: 1st buried in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 25, as 
Clyde G. Jenkins 
Body returned on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as:  C.J. Jenkins 
Unit & rank: pvt, Co. F, 6th Bn, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Clyde Gibson Jenkins - b. 7 Jul 1895 Tulare CA; res: R D No. 
4, Rock Creek, Chico, Butte, CA. Single. Farm laborer for C.L. Crowder, near Pine Creek. Tall height, 
medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 5 Dec 1917 
Discharged 5 Feb 1918 
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Died 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Tulare CA 
Rank/unit:  private, 20th Engineers, Co. E, 6th Battalion 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Jul 1895 Tulare, Butte CA  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave record:  32560971, presence on Tuscania noted in text  
Burial location: Chico, Butte CA 
Cemetery:  Chico 
Tombstone: tombstone: Pvt Co. E 20th Eng. Tuscania  
 
 
Father:  Louis Bradley/Beasley Jenkins, 1859 Stockton or Hanford, San Joaquin Co. CA – 19 Feb 
1900 Salinas, Monterey CA. Son of John Gibson & Marilla A. Jenkins.  His obituary describes him as 
“One of the most familiar and well known figures of Salinas.” Commonly known as “Judge” Jenkins. 
Died of pneumonia at age 40. Born in Stockton CA; came in Salinas in the winter of 1886.A farmer 
and lawyer, elected justice of the peace for Alisal township in 1885 for 2 terms. Crippled from a fall 
from a high stool while an infant “and had great difficulty in moving around.” He was married with 2 
daughters & 2 sons, from age 4 to 10 years. He left his family “in destitute circumstances.”  Buried 
in Garden of Memories, Salinas, Monterey CA. 
Find A Grave:  202390017 
 
Mother:  Carolyn Olive (“Carrie”) Pursell Jenkins Barber, b. 12 May 1871 Lemoore, Kings CA – 4 Sep 
1949 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA.. Daughter of James Pursell (1831-1915) & Rachel Rice Coshow 
(1835-1922).  
Married George Wilson Barber (1872-1960, F: 58939962) who is buried in Chico CA with his wife, 
Florence M. Barber (1880-1969, F: 58939937). In a newspaper article after Clyde’s death, George 
Barber said he was enlisting in the Army. According to his veteran headstone application, George 
enlisted 12 Mar 1918 & was discharged 18 Apr 1919. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  Nov or Dec 1889 Buena Vista, Amador CA, at the home of Carolyn’s parents.  
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Stella Lorraine Jenkins Wyllie Locke Langenhovel, b. 23 Nov 1890 Salinas, Monterey CA – 25 
May 1979 Alamo, Contra Costa CA.  SSN 555-12-1330. Graduate of Hanford (CA) High 
School. Graduate of San Jose State Normal in 1910. Taught school in Coalinga CA. Resident 
of Coalinga CA in Feb 1918 when Clyde died. Married Bernard Lawrence (“Bunnie”) Wyllie 
(18 Jun 1886 Fresno Co. CA – 5 Jan 1918 Fresno Co.  CA, of influenza) whom she married 29 
Nov 1911 in Fresno CA. Married to Steven LeRoy Locke (1895-1975). Their daughter Barbara 
Locke was b. 4 Sep 1921 CA & daughter Carol Locke ca. 1924. Listed as Mrs. Stella Locke of 
Fowler CA in her brother Howard’s obituary of Oct 1924. – Status of Stella Locke was 
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divorced in the 1940 census. -  Married to Wilbur E. Langenhovel (3 Mar 1893 – Apr 1974, 
SSN 549-24-3580), the son of Edward A. Langenhovel (d. 1945, F: 22313713) & Mattie 
Clarke (d. 1950, F: 22313739).  Her CA death certificate uses the surname Langenhovel.  

• Ella Inez Jenkins Bennett Wetmore, 3 Nov 1891 CA – 28 Nov 1980 Arnold, Calaveras CA. 
SSN 549-10-5930. Married Allan McLean Bennett between Nov 1908 & Nov 1909. Their child 
Allan McLean Bennet Jr. was b. 15 Apr 1910 in Fresno Co. CA. – Married Franklin Edward 
Wetmore (1888-1968). Resident of Los Angeles CA in Feb 1918 when Clyde died, listed as 
Mrs. Whitmore. Listed as Mrs. F.E. Wetmore of Long Beach CA in Oct 1924 obituary of her 
brother Howard Jenkins. Buried in Columbia Public Cemetery, Columbia, Tuolumne CA. F: 
65697271 

• Howard Palan Jenkins, 17 Jul 1893 – Sep 1924 Casper, Natrona WY. Husband of Ruth 
Florence Coleman (1899 CA – 1972 NV) whom he married 16 Sep 1916 in Fresno Co. CA. 
Resident of Coalinga CA in 1918 when Clyde died. His wife Ruth later married William G. 
Notley (1895-1949) on 7 Oct 1929 in Curry Co. OR.  Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Fresno, Fresno CA but not on Find A Grave as of 11 Apr 2021.  

 
Notes: 
 
According to his obituary from the “Chico (CA) Record” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – Clyde was born 
on Rock Creek, 8 miles north of Chico CA & lived in the Chico area practically all his life. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Chico (CA) Enterprise” Monday 16 Jul 1917 p 3 – in the list of draft serial numbers, #2199 is held by 
Clyde Gibson Jenkins. 
 
“Chico (CA) Enterprise” Tuesday 11 Dec 1917 p 4 – among those enlisted in Dec 1917: Clyde G. 
Jenkins 
 
"Petaluma (CA) Daily Morning Courier" 14 Feb 1918 p 1 - stepson of Mrs. Christine Kennedy Jenkins 
& son of Will Jenkins of Chicago, listed as Coalinga resident but had left Chico & may have enlisted 
in Coalinga, relative of Mr. & Mrs. E.J. Dole. 
 
“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – buried in Scotland: Clyde G. Jenkins of Coalinga 
CA 
 
"Placer Herald" (Rocklin CA) 23 Feb 1918 p 3 - Mrs. Thomas Gamlin, Mount Vernon district, lost her 
nephew Clyde, a Coalinga resident, age 25 
 
"Feather River Bulletin" (Quincy CA) 28 Feb 1918 p 4 - 1st Chico casualty, buried on Islay, well-
known in Chicago as worked several years for C.L. Crowder on Clayton ranch. "The boy was 
unafraid, gritty and would take a chance with all things equal and survive, where another would 
forfeit his life." (quote from Crowder), mother Mrs. M.G. Barber at Coalinga (article was copied from 
"Chico Record')  
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"San Francisco Examiner" 12 Mar 1918 p 3 - Frank J. Thomas lost a friend he had made on Angel 
Island: Clyde Jenkins of Chico    
 
"San Francisco Chronicle" 12 Mar 1918 p 9 - George W. Barber of Coalinga CA, stepfather of Clyde, 
who enlisted 11 Mar at 660 Market St., age 40. Oil well driller, enlisted in unit doing similar work in 
France. "When I heard of Clyde's death I saw red. I've been seeing red ever since." 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Chico (CA) Record” 17 Sep 1938 p 1 – 2 more names were added to the list of Chico men who died 
in WWI. Already on the list: Clyde G. Jenkins. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 544-09-7896 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 township 6, Fresno Co. CA –  
George W. Babber [sic/Barber], 38 PA, parents b. PA, married 8 years, in 1st marriage, driller, oil 
lease 
Carrie O. Babber, 39 CA, father b. IL, mother b. IA, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are 
living 
& George’s stepchildren: 
Stela L. Jenkins, 19 CA 
Howard P. Jenkins, 17 CA, tool dresser, oil lease 
Clyde G., 14 CA 
& servant George Beston, 39 PA, driller oil lease 
[for the children: father b. PA, mother b. CA] 
 
 


