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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 

James, Hiram 
1890 England – 1976 CT 
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Obituary “Racine (WI) Journal-Times” Wednesday 14 Jan 1976 p 27 
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Hiram is teaching French lessons in TX – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 11 Dec 1917 p 8 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Saturday 21 Nov 1931 p 6 
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Obituary of his mother-in-law Mary Wadhams Thomen - “Hartford (CT) Courant” Thursday 26 Jun 

1958 p 14 
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Obituary of his mother Amy James – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 20 May 1946 p 4 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 12 Jul 1972 p 10 
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Obituary of sister Ernestine James Vaughan – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 10 Feb 1964 p 21 

 
Obituary of his sister Nellie James Mauger – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 19 Jan 1982 p 26 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118193-
08604?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4358652 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1272-
0849?pId=591671 

 



11 
 

 

 
Marriage “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 12 Apr 1938 p 12 
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50th wedding anniversary of Alfred A. & Edith (Mauger) James – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 

23 Jun 1975 p 10 
 

o     
obituary of brother Alfred Andrew James – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 2 Jan 1979 p 25 
 
Name:  Hiram James 
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Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Sanitary #1 - private 
Serial number:  18,187 
Entered service from: Racine, Racine WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Hiram James 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Amy James, Morton Ave., Racine WI   
Returned from war on:  "Rhode Island" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Hiram James 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Amy James, 1605 Norton Ave., Racine WI (pvt, San. 
Sq. 7) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Hiram James - b. 18 Oct 1890 Dartmouth, England; res: 
1243 (1273?) Grand Ave., Racine WI. Single. Alien, English subject. Metal pattern maker, Nelson 
Christinson, Racine WI. Has a dependent mother. Served as a private for 5 weeks in Guernsey. 
Claimed exemption from draft due to his mother. Short in height, medium build. “1st joint on thumb 
of left hand gone” 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Hiram James - b. 18 Oct 1890 Devonshire, England; res: 
12 Barrow St., Apt. 3C, NY, NY. NOK wife Mrs. H. James, same address. Employed at Bloomfield 
Pattern Works, 111 Orange St., Bloomfield NJ. “joint on left thumb missing” Height: 5’4” – 145 lbs. 
  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917  
Discharged 26 May 1919 
Address:  712 E. High St., Detroit MI 
Rank/unit:  private, 2nd Co., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Oct 1890 Dartmouth, Devonshire, England (obituary: Island of Guernsey, Channel 
Islands)  
Died: 11 Jan 1976 Middletown, Middlesex CT   
Find A Grave record:  180583060, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Goshen, Litchfield CT 
Cemetery:  East Street 
Tombstone: inscribed: Veteran World War I  
 
Father:  Andrew James, ca. 1858 Exeter, Devon, England – Apr 1891 Totnes, Devon, England. Son of 
Hiram & Amelia James. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Amy Langlois James Boskin James, 8 Nov 1862 St. Sampson’s, Guernsey, Channel Islands 
– 18 May 1946 Racine, Racine WI .Daughter of James Langlois (1820-1879) & Marie Ingrouille (1820-
187  6). After her marriage to Andrew James, her daughter Ernestine was born in Belgium in 1897. 
Ernestine’s father is listed as Desire Boskin in Ancestry.com family trees. He was born 1859 Liege, 
Belgium & died 1902 in Nancy, Belgium. The 1901 Channel Island census places Ernestine in 
Guernsey. Buried in Mound Cemetery, Racine, Racine WI. She used the surname James when she 
immigrated & while residing in WI. 
Find A Grave:  170267149 
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Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  May/Mary Thomen James, 12 May 1900 Goshen, Litchfield CT – 22 Aug 1994 Clinton, 
Middlesex CT. Daughter of Emile Francis Thomen & Mary Ellen Wadkins (Wadham in obituary). A 
dietitian. She applied for a US passport on 17 Jun 1920 from New Haven CT, intending to sail from 
NY on “Touraine” on 10 Aug 1920 to travel in France & Switzerland for recreation. She listed herself 
as an assistant dietitian. One dollar of her $2 fee was returned to her, while the State Department 
considered if it should issue a passport. She was 5’6”, 120 pounds, wore glasses. – An online 
document showed Mary Thomen had resided in Neuenberg (Neuchatel), Switzerland. – On her CT 
death record, she is listed as a dietitian, had been employed in NYC Schools. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 19 Mar 1938 Manhattan, NYC, NY, at the Little Church Around the Corner. After a 
honeymoon trip to Bermuda, they resided at 308 W. 82nd St., NYC. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Hiram was born after Alfred, presumably the last child of Andrew & Amy. 

• Thomas Martel James, ca. 1881 St. Sampson’s, Guernsey, Channel Island – A resident of 
Guernsey in May 1946. 

• Amy James Renouf, 1883 St. Sampson’s, Guernsey, Channel Islands  –  Ancestry.com lists 
1 of her husbands as Martin John Renouf (b. 1878). Not mentioned in her mother’s May 
1946 obituary.  

• Mary James Sauvary, 1885 -   . Wife of Abram Sauvary. Alive in May 1946, a resident of 
Guernsey.  

• Nellie James Mauger, 1886 (or 1887) Portsmouth, England – 16 Jan 1982 Racine, Racine WI. 
She, like her brother Hiram, was a singer. “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Thursday 16 Oct 
1919 p 7 – Hiram James & Mrs. Nellie Mauger were vocalists at the Arabella R. Horlick 
Society, Daughters of St. George [a group for women of British descent]. Wife of William J. 
Mauger (1883-1939, F: 170268265). Nellie is buried in Mound Cemetery, Racine, Racine WI. 
F: 170268229 

• Alfred Andrew James, 11 Nov 1888 Dartmouth, Devon, England – 31 Dec 1978 Racine, 
Racine WI. SSN 396-10-2710. Andrew sailed to the US aboard S.S. “New York” with Edith 
Mauger, the sister of his sister Nellie’s husband. - Naturalized 23 Sep 1919. Marriage: 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 9 Jun 1915 p 7 – marriage license for Alfred James 
& Edith Mange [sic], both of Racine WI. – Anniversary: “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 
23 Jun 1975 p 10 – photo - Celebrated his 60th wedding anniversary with Edith Mauger (1875-
1978) in Jun 1975. – Edith Mauger (9 Jun 1894 England – 24 Jun 1978 Racine, Racine WI) is 
buried in West Lawn Memorial Park, Mount Pleasant, Racine Co. WI, F: 223548791. Alfred is 
not on Find A Grave as of 7 Apr 2021. 

 
Half-sister: by his mother Amy’s relationship with Desire Boskin 

• Ernestine (Boskin) James Vaughan, 1897 Charleroi, Hainaut Belgium – 8 Feb 1964 Racine, 
Racine WI. Married 14 Jun 1928 to Herbert Marshall Vaughan (1902-1965, F: 140096513) in 
Gorton Hall. Buried in Mound Cemetery, Racine, Racine WI. F: 140096492 
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Notes: Hiram was born on the island of Guernsey, which is off the coast of France, and is a 
British crown dependency, not part of the United Kingdom itself. The island has a mixed 
population of English & French ethnic backgrounds. It is the second-largest of the Channel 
Islands & has 10 parishes. Some of Hiram’s siblings have a birthplace in St. Sampson 
parish, which lies in the northeast part of the island.  
 
In the 1891 census of England & Wales, Hiram resides in Dartmouth, Devon, England. 
 
In the 1901 Channel Islands census, the family is residing on Corvee Road in Vale parish, 
Guernsey, which is the parish adjacent to St. Sampson. His mother’s surname and the 
surnames of her parents are of French origin; Hiram taught French when he was stationed 
in TX.  
 
An article in the “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 12 Jul 1972 p 10 (copied above) 
said that Racine WI was home to many people from the Channel Islands, citing the names 
Mauger & Langlois as examples of names from the area. 
 
 
Pre-war: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_1383-
0590?treeid=167889215&personid=132181099776&hintid=&queryId=c4a4556deb9ad7f74
39de9856548ba3f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB17958&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs
=true&pId=4008026673 
On board the S.S. “New York” which left Southampton, England on 27 Nov 1909 & arrived 
in NYC on 5 Dec 1909 were: 
Nellie Mauger, 23, wife, resident of Guernsey 
Edith Mauger, 16, single, a domestic [sister-in-law] 
John Thomas Mauger, 19, single, quarryman [brother-in-law] 
Alfred Andrew James, 21, single [brother]  
Relative: (mother) Mrs. James, Vale Castle, Guernsey. Destination: Racine. 
Note: Alfred marries Edith Mauger.  
 

 
Hiram James immigrated from England to Racine WI with mother Amy & sister Ernestine 
aboard S.S. "Philadelphia" from Southampton, England, on 18 Jun 1910, arriving to Ellis 
Island NYC. Amy James, 48, appears to read widowed – Hiram 19, single, clerk, son – 
Ernestine, 14, single, scholar, daughter. Contact: friend Mr. Langlois, Delancey Hill, 
Guernsey. Heading to Racine WI. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_1507-
0136?treeid=167889215&personid=132181099775&hintid=&queryId=76d7ee74c150e691
a9eb29d01569b5c0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB17960&_phstart=successSource&usePUB
Js=true&pId=4037116368 
  
Wartime: 
 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 8 Feb 1918 p 7 – on board: Hiram James, 1st Sanitary 
Square, private M.D., Racine WI 
 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – Hiram James was rescued 
 
Post-war: 
 
Naturalized 17 Nov 1919 Racine WI because he had served as a soldier. 
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Hiram seems to have had a good singing voice and performed and organized entertainments in 
Racine WI post-war. He belonged to the Sons of St. George (for men of British descent) and at least 
1 of his sisters belonged to the women’s group, the Daughters of St. George. Some of the citations: 
 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” 14 Nov 1919 p 9 – Hiram James performed a solo at the Sons of St. 
George. 
 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 17 Nov 1919 p 7 – there was a British invasion last Saturday 
when the Isaac Taylor lodge of the Sons of St. George hosted the lodges of the Illinois district, 
which includes Chicago, Milwaukee, Kenosha & Racine. The community singing was directed by 
Hiram James, a “well known vocalist of Racine” who was in excellent voice. Among those receiving 
gold service pins for service in Allied forces in the war was Hiram James. 
 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 7 Jan 1920 p 7 – Hiram James was in charge of 
entertainment for the Sons of St. George & Daughters of St. George & also performed.  
 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Thursday 5 May 1921 p 9 – Holy Innocents Church held a variety show 
Tuesday. Appearing in “Dolly Dollars” was Hiram James as the suitor; he also appeared in a playlet. 
Mr. James & Miss James deserve credit for the fine event. 
 
In the early 1920s he was president of the Horlick Soccer Club of Racine WI.  
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” 21 Oct 1920 p 8 – Hiram James, president of the Horlick Soccer Club of 
Racine, and player Jack Tarro were arrested for trespassing in Zion when they showed up on the 
field to play the Lacemakers. They were fine $5 & costs. The chief of police & mayor [city not 
named] had said they should not go to Zion.  
 
Then Hiram seemed to become a religious speaker. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 6 Feb 1933 p 4 – Hiram James will speak at the Baha’i Community 
Hall tonight in the 1st of a series of letters explaining the Baha’i faith & its 12 basic principles. [there 
are several subsequent articles about these speeches] 
 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Sunday 5 Feb 1933 p 1 – there were 3 men from Racine on Tuscania. 
One was Hiram James of 3600 Wright Ave., who lived at 1605 Morton Ave. when he enlisted.  
 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” 6 Aug 1940 p 8 – Mr. & Mrs. Hiram James of NYC returned home 
yesterday about a week’s visit with Hiram’s relatives. 
 
After retiring, Hiram appeared often in the Hartford CT newspaper for his frequent appearances at 
Clinton CT political & school board meetings in the 1970s. He is described as the retiree who 
opposed all spending proposals, the “most outspoken critic,” “obviously a veteran of many New 
England Town Meetings” and “a perennial ‘Nay Sayer’.”  
 
“Meriden (CT) Journal” Saturday 22 Feb 1975 p 8 – a testimonial dinner for Department 
Commander Hiram James is being planned by the Silver City Barracks #2479 Veterans of WWI.  
 
Obituary: 
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"Racine (WI) Journal Times" 14 Jan 1976 p 27 – resident of 19 N. High St., Clinton CT, formerly of 
Racine, age 85, b. Island of Guernsey, Channel Islands, 18 Oct 1890. Past state commander WWI 
Veterans of CT. Survived by wife May James (Clinton CT), sister, brother. Funeral at Swan Funeral 
Home (Clinton). Interment 15 Jan in Goshen CT.  
 
Social Security number: 147-10-7191 
 
Censuses: 
 
1920 Racine, Racine WI – 2117 ½ - 16th St. 
William J. Manger [Mauger], 36 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1909, alien, machinist, farm 
implement 
Nellie Mauger, 33 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1909, alien [wife] 
Amy James, 58 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1910, alien [mother-in-law] 
Ernestine James, 22 Belgium, parents b. England, emigrated 1910, alien, auditor, office [sister-in-
law] 
Hiram James, 29 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1910, naturalized 1919, pattern maker, 
automobile [brother-in-law] 
Arthur Rattle, 30 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1909, naturalized 1919, grinder, farm 
implement [boarder] 
 
1930 Detroit, Wayne MI – Porter St. (Loraine Apartment) 
Hiram James, 37 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1900, naturalized, salesman, automobile, 
WWI veteran, boarding with: 
Richard J. Moore, 22 & 2 other boarders 
 
1940 New York, NY – 72 Barrow St. – same place in 1935 
Hiram James, 44 England, pattern maker 
May, 39 CT, dietician 
 
 


