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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 
Hinkel, Leroy 

1900 PA – 1945 Washington DC 
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From Find A Grave 194884190 
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PA, WWI military record 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040

_0906-
02062?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=f89322de25ed846274a9a9cf481e37e7&useP

UB=true&_phsrc=hFB14794&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=932876 
 
 

 
“Reading (PA) Times” 11 Aug 1911 p 7 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040_0906-02062?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=f89322de25ed846274a9a9cf481e37e7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB14794&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=932876
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040_0906-02062?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=f89322de25ed846274a9a9cf481e37e7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB14794&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=932876
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040_0906-02062?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=f89322de25ed846274a9a9cf481e37e7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB14794&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=932876
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_182029006040_0906-02062?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=f89322de25ed846274a9a9cf481e37e7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB14794&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=932876
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Additional names follow - “Reading (PA) Times” 16 Aug 1917 p 9 

 

 
Leroy’s surname misspelled as HINKLE - “Reading (PA) Times” 12 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Reading (PA) Times” 18 Mar 1918 p 5 
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Deserter? Prison escapee? Except Leroy was discharged 9 Jun 1919 – but he lives at 1167 

Cotton St., Reading in 1934  – “Reading (PA) Times” 27 May 1921 p 10 
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“Reading (PA) Times” 1 Jun 1921 p 1 

 

 
Obituary of his father Silas Hinkel – “Reading (PA) Times” 6 Nov 1939 p 20 
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Obituary of his mother Catherine E. Beard Hinkel, who died when his newborn brother 
Mervin Hinkel was 26 days old. The obituary omits daughter Florence. – “Reading (PA) 

Times” 9 Aug 1915 p 4 
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Name: Leroy Hinkel 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 13th Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,886  
Entered service from: Reading, Berks PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leroy Hinkel 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Silas Hinkle [sic/Hinkel], 1167 Cotton St., Reading PA 
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Leroy Hinkel 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Silas Hinkel, 1167 Cotton St., Reading PA (pvt, 100th 
Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Leroy Hinkel - b. 16 Mar 1899 Reading PA; res: 2 typed 
addresses in Washington DC (1259 Owens Place NE – which is struck through - and 1706 
Virginia Ave. NE) with 2 addresses in Washington D.C. struck through (529 – 17th Place & 
1366 Kenyon St. NW) and one in Maryland (1405 N. Bond St.) struck through. The valid 
address appears to be the one on Virginia NE. NOK Joseph Martin, 115 E. Lafayette Ave., 
Baltimore MD. Employed by Federal American Cement Tile Co., Dearborn St., Chicago IL. 
“small scar over left eye” – Height: 5’6” – weight: 145 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 
Discharged 9 Jun 1919  
Address:  1663 N. 9th St., Reading PA 
Rank/unit:  private, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
PA, WWI military record: 
Leroy Hinkel, serial 249886, resident of 1145 Muhlenbach St., Reading, Berks PA. Entered Army at 
Columbus Barracks OH on 16 Aug 1917 at age 18 years 5 months. [He was 17 years & 5 months 
old.] Private in 100th Aero Squadron. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 31 May 1919. Discharged 9 Jun 1919. 
 
PA, Veterans Compensation Application – 
Leroy Hinkel, resident of 1167 Cotton St., Reading, Berks PA. Enlisted in Reading PA on 16 Aug 
1917. Born Reading PA 16 Mar 1899 [i.e. 1900] His wife is Mable Brooker, address unknown. He has 
no minor children. His mother (deceased) was Kate Beard. His father is Silas Hinkel, 1145 
Muhlenberg St., Reading PA. Rank: private. Served in “defencive [sic] sector Lorraine.” Was not 
wounded. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 31 May 1919. Discharged 9 Jun 1919 at Mitchel [sic/Mitchell] 
Field, Long Island NY. Requesting compensation for 20 months at $10 per month for a total of $200. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 16 Mar 1899 (Veterans Administration Military Index) or 1 Mar 1900 (Find A Grave, 
which agrees with 1900 census, being 2 months old as of 1 Jun 1900) Reading, Berks PA   
Died: 6 Jul 1945 Washington D.C. (of heart attack, in Casualty Hospital)   
Find A Grave record:  194884190, presence on Tuscania noted in flower   
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Silas Hinkel, 19 Oct 1871 Maiden Creek, Berks PA – 3 Nov 1939 Reading, Berks PA. Son of 
Peter Hinkel & Anna Kummerer. Metal polisher, last employed at Earl Hardware Co. before death. 
Buried in Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, Berks PA. 
Find A Grave:  112720901 
 
Mother:  Catherine Ellen (“Kate”/”Katie”) Beard Hinkel, 13 Aug 1875 Reading, Berks PA – 8 Aug 1915 
Reading, Berks PA. Daughter of Charles Beard & Hannah Boyer. She died 26 days after giving birth 
to son Merwin Hinkle on 13 Jul 1915. Her obituary in the “Reading (PA) Times” 9 Aug 1915 p 4 is 
copied above. Buried in Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, Berks PA. 
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Find A Grave:  112720950 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Mable Brooker Hinkel. Whereabouts unknown when Leroy filled out his veteran’s claim for 
compensation on 6 Mar 1934.  Leroy was in the “Philadelphia County Prison” at the time. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 
 
Spouse:  Cora   --- Hinkel, b. ca. 1903 PA. Living with Leroy as his wife in Baltimore MD in 1940. In 
1935 she had been living in Pottsville PA.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Elsie C. --- Hinkel. Listed as his wife when Leroy died in Jul 1945. Or might “Cora” be “Elsie 
C.”? 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Leroy was the 3rd child. 

• Clarence Hinkel, 8 Dec 1896 Reading, Berks PA – 30 Mar 1898 Reading Berks PA. Buried in 
Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, Berks PA. F: 136597360 

• Clara May Hinkel, 9 Aug 1898 Reading, Berks PA – 16 Jul 1996 Reading, Berks PA. Miss 
Hinkel a resident of Reading PA in Nov 1939. Buried in Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, 
Berks PA. F: 136599348 

• Walter Hinkel, 6 Feb 1903 Reading, Berks PA – 24 Dec 1905 Reading, Burks PA. Buried in 
Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, Berks PA. F: 136598605 

• Herbert Hinkel, 14 Nov 1905 Reading, Berks PA – 14 May 1974 Reading, Berks PA. Resident 
of Reading PA in Nov 1939. Buried in Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, Berks PA. F: 
136596174 

• Earl Hinkel, 14 Oct 1907 Reading, Berks PA – 22 Nov 1958 Reading, Berks PA. Resident of 
Reading PA in Nov 1939. Buried in Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, Berks PA. F: 
136597169 

• Ralph Hinkel, 14 Jan 1909 Reading, Berks PA – 20 Jun 1909 Reading, Berks PA. Died of 
convulsions. Buried in Aulenbach’s Cemetery, Mount Penn, Berks PA. F: 175536826 

• Catharine Hinkel Bushman, 22 Jun 1910 Reading,Berks Co. PA – 19 Oct 1984 San Diego Co. 
CA. PA birth record: Silas Hinkel, age 38, Kate Ellen Beard age 34, both b. Berks Co. PA. 
Wife of Harry Lincoln Bushman (1911-1965, F: 148056852). Resident of Mohnton PA in Nov 
1939. 

• Florence Marie Hinkel Reichert, 18 Jan 1913 Reading, Berks PA – 20 Oct 1995 Reading, 
Berks PA. Miss Hinkel was a resident of Reading PA in Nov 1939. Wife of John Charles 
Reichert (1897-1958). Buried in Forest Hills Memorial Park, Reiffton, Berks PA. F; 
136579091 

• Mervin Hinkel, 13 Jul 1915 Reading, Berks PA – 8 Jan 1996. His mother died 26 days after his 
birth. Resident of Reading PA in Nov 1939. An Army sergeant based in Honolulu HI when his 
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brother Leroy died in Jul 1945. Buried in Charles Evans Cemetery, Reading, Berks PA. F: 
95027753 

 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Leroy’s father Silas can be found numerous times in Reading PA newspapers since he is active in 
politics, supporting – or running for election – in the Industrialist Party and Socialist Labor Party. His 
name often appears on sample ballots, including for election as a Presidential elector. Such as: 
 
“Reading (PA) Times” 25 Oct 1912 p 7 – Silas Hinkel candidate for representative in the PA General 
Assembly for the Industrialist Party. 
 
“Reading (PA) Times” 1 Jun 1914 p 10 – a meeting to commemorate the late Daniel Deleon, editor 
of the Daily & Weekly People of New York & one of the best-known workers for the Socialist 
movement in the country was held 31 May 1934, with Silas Hinkel as the presider. 
 
“Reading (PA) Times” 9 Feb 1912 p 3 – among those with perfect attendance in the Reading schools 
in the 1st term was Leroy Hinkel of 5th grade at J.S. Richards School 
 
Wartime: 
 
His military records give a birthdate in 1889, making him 18 years old when he entered the Army. He 
was born in 1900 & was only 17 years old. 
 
“Harrisburg (PA) Evening News” 8 Feb 1918 p 12 – on board Tuscania from the 20th Engineers: Leroy 
Hinkel, private, father Silas Hinkel, of Reading PA 
 
“Lancaster (PA) New Era” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: Leroy Hinkel of Reading 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Reading (PA) Times” Wednesday, 16 Jul 1919 p 3 – a VFW Post at 7th & Laurel streets will be 
established Sunday afternoon. It is named for Lt. Gen. Hunter Liggett, who will attend. Leroy Hinkel 
was appointed 1 of the 2 color guards.  
 
“Reading (PA) Times” 16 Jul 1919 p 3 – Leroy Hinkel was elected a member & appointed as a color 
guard for the new VFW Post at 7th & Laurel streets, for “Polish and Slavish boys.” The post is named 
for Lt. Gen. Hunter Liggett. 
 
1931 Washington DC city directory 
Leroy Hinkel, resident of 2735 “P” NW 
 
1932 Washington DC city directory 
Leroy HINKLE, laborer, resident of 2735 “P” St. NW 
 
Obituary: 
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obituaries without dates or source on Find A Grave record: d. Casualty Hospital, wife Elsie 
C., funeral 10 Jul, burial Arlington, age 45, of 1706 West Virginia Ave NE, financial secretary 
of Slate, Tile & Composition Union #24. Served in 101st (i.e. 100th) Squadron Air Corps in 
WWI & saw action in France. Entered roofing trade upon return from war. Was employed at 
Jack Warfield Co. at time of death. Survived by wife Elsie C. Hinkel, several sisters & 
brothers. 
 
Social Security number: 160-18-7882 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Reading, Berks PA – 1167 Cotton St. – conducted 1 Jun 1900 
Silas Hinkel, 28 PA, Oct 1871, parents b. PA, married 4 years, day laborer 
Kate E., 24 PA, Aug 1875, parents b. PA, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living [Clarence has died] 
Clara M., 1 PA, Aug 1898 
Leroy, 2 months PA, Nov 1900 
 
1910 Reading, Berks PA – 1167 Cotton St. 
Silas Hinkel, 38 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 14 years, laborer, stove foundry 
Kate, 35 PA, parents b. PA, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living [inaccurate] 
Clara, 11 PA 
Leroy, 10 PA 
Herbert, 4 PA 
Earl, 2 PA 
 
1920 Reading, Berks PA – Tulpehocken St. 
Leroy Hinkle [sic], 19 PA, parents b. PA, shipper, steel mill, boarder with: 
Charloes Himmilberger, his wife Ella & their 3 children 
 
1920 Reading, Berks PA – Muhlenberg St. – his sibling Merwin lives with his grandparents 
Peter Hinkel, 75 PA 
Anna Hinkel, 70 PA [wife] 
Elizabeth Hinkel, 27 PA [daughter] 
Samuel Hinkel, 67 PA [brother] 
Mervin Hinkel, 4 PA [grandson] 
Arthur C. Hinkel, 24 PA [grandson] 
Anna E. Gable, 4 PA [granddaughter] 
 
1930 Reading, Berks PA – 1145 Muhlenberg St. – father & siblings 
Silas Hinkel, 58 PA, widow, parents b. PA, saddlery [and his children] 
Clara, 30 PA 
Hubert, 22 PA, labor, hat factory 
Earl, 20 PA, labor, blacksmith 
Catherine, 19 PA, packing, knitting mill 
Florence, 16 PA, packer, knitting mill 
Mervin, 13 PA 
[the mother of the children was b. PA] 
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1940 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – Guilford Ave. – he resided in Charleston SC in 1935, Cora 
resided in Pottsville PA in 1935 
Leroy Hinkel, 41 PA, slate roofer, building construction 
Cora, 37 PA 
 
 


