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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 

TUSCANia 

     

Tuscania casualty 
Hill, Martin Columbus 

1889 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-

8SFD?i=1009&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
J5S5 

 

 
US, WWI American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917 – 1919, Texas, page 23  - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92J-
Q?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-

8LBM 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-8SFD?i=1009&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-J5S5
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-8SFD?i=1009&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-J5S5
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-8SFD?i=1009&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-J5S5
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“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Houston (TX) Post” 6 Mar 1918 p 7 – the 1st Austin boy to be killed in action is Cecil B. 
McHeney. The 1st to die in the AEF (of disease) was Joe Dublane. The next was Martin 
Columbus Hill, died on the Tuscania. [The Army records Martin’s death as “killed in 

action.”] – “Houston (TX) Post” 6 Mar 1918 p 7 

 



4 
 

 

 
Martin Columbus Hill’s burial on the isle of Islay, Scotland – “Houston (TX) Post” 14 Feb 

1918 p 2 
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“Austin (TX) American” 24 May 1923 p 10 
 

 
Martin’s grave on the isle of Islay, Scotland, was not unmarked – and his body was brought 

to Wimberley TX after the war – “Austin American” 29 May 1925 p 6 
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Veterans tombstone application for his father Elijah J. Hill, application his daughter Ruth 
Annie Hill Dobie, to be sent to Ruth’s husband Lewis Dobie, for his service in the 

Confederate Army, Mounted Texas State Troops, Captain James Hunter’s Company, 
Cavalry 

 
TX death record of his brother, George Washington Hill 
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TX death certificate for sister Mary Frances Hill Eckert  
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Canadian death record of brother James Monroe Hill – from his Find A Grave 91190565 
 

   
Obituary of sister Lucinda (Dean) Hill Sugar - “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Monday, 

30 Jan 1961 p 10 
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TX death certificate of sister Lucinda (Dena) Hill Sugar  
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Obituary of sister Rhoda Ann Hill Eggert Frazier – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” 19 May 

1958 p 15 
 



12 
 

 

 
TX death certificate, Rhoda Hill Frazier 
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Obituary of sister Minnie Hill Ezell Roberts – “Austin (TX) American” Friday, 19 Feb 1971 p 

10 
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TX death certificate of sister Minnie Hill Roberts 
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Obituary of sister Lillian Hill Leath – “Austin (TX) American” Monday, 6 Jul 1959 p 14 
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TX death certificate of sister Lillian Hill Leath  
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His 6 sisters join the United Daughters of the Confederacy in 1956 – Ruth Hill Dobie, Lillian 

Hill Leath, Minnie Hill Roberts, Rhoda Hill Frazier, Dena (Lucinda) Hill Sugar & Mary Hill 
Eckert - “Austin (TX) American” 5 Apr 1956 p 10 

 
Brooks Family History: 
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http://www.rcasey.net/brooks/hiljohn.htm 
 

http://www.rcasey.net/brooks/hiljohn.htm
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Martin’s employer – the Texas State Insane Asylum, Austin TX 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/mental-health 

 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/mental-health
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Find A Grave 26407062 

 
Name: Martin Columbus Hill 
Name variations:  Columbus Hill 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade, 50th Co. - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until after the sinking 
of the Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from: Wimberley, Hays TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Martin C. Hill 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Sara Hill, Wimburley (sic) TX  
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: 1st buried in Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland - grave 14, as 
Martin Columbus Hill 
Body returned from war on:  "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920  
Body listed on return ship as: Martin C. Hill 
Rank:  pvt, Casual Co. #1 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Martin Columbus Hill - b. 25 Jan 1889 Wimberley TX; 
res:  S.W. Insane Asylum, San Antonio, Bexar TX. Single. Attendant at the S.W. Insane 
Asylum, same address as above. Short in height, medium build.  
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 21 Nov 1917 
Discharged 5 Feb 1918 
Died 6 Feb 1918 [this is the standard death date used in this file for all Tuscania casualties] 
Address: San Marcos TX  
Rank/unit:  private, 1 Cas Co 50, 165 Depot Brigade 
 
TX, WWI Military Record 
Martin C. Hill, resident of San Antonio TX. Inducted into Army at San Antonio TX on 2 Nov 1917 at 
age 21 years, 11 months. Born Wimberly [sic] TX. In 50th Co., 13th Battalion, 165th Depot Brigade to 
death. Rank: private. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 5 Feb 1918; killed in action 5 Feb 1918 in the sinking 
of the Tuscania. Mother Mrs. Sara Hill of Wimburley [sic] TX notified of death. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Jan 1889 Wimberley, Hays TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania    
Find A Grave record:  26407062, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Wimberley, Hays TX 
Cemetery:  Wimberley 
Tombstone:  tombstone illegible - Jan --- 89 Feb --- 8 
 
Father:  Elijah John (“Jay”) Hill, 29 Sep 1843 [also found as 1844] Fort Smith, Sebastian AR – 11 Sep 
1902 Wimberley, Hays TX. Son of John W. Hill & Mary Ann Reed. Fought for the Confederate States 
in the Civil War, in a TX cavalry unit..  In the 1900 census, Elijah is living in the same census 
enumeration location (in Hays Co. TX) as wife Sarah, but separately with the Walker family. 
According to http://www.rcasey.net/brooks/hiljohn.htm, Kate Walker is Elijah’s “half first 
cousin.” 
 Both list themselves as widowed. Buried in Wimberley Cemetery, Wimberley, Hays TX. 
Find A Grave: 26407058   
 
Mother:  Sarah J. Bell Hill, 18 Jan 1854 [also found as 1857] Wood Co. TX – 21 Nov 1924 San Marcos, 
Hays TX. Daughter of James M. Bell & Francis (Fannie) Shoemaker. In the 1900 census, Sarah is 
living in the same census enumeration location (in Hays Co. TX) as husband Elijah. Both list 
themselves as widowed. Sarah’s children & grandsons live with her; Elijah lives with the Walker 
family. Buried in Wimberley Cemetery, Wimberley, Hays TX.  
Find A Grave:  26407065 
Parents’ marriage:  18 Aug 1871 Caldwell Co. TX.  
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:   
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Martin was the 2nd-youngest child of 11.  

http://www.rcasey.net/brooks/hiljohn.htm


25 
 

 

• Isaac Hill, 25 Jun 1872 Wimberley, Hays TX – 2 Jul 1879 Wimberley, Hays TX.  According to: 
http://www.rcasey.net/brooks/hiljohn.htm, died of snakebite. Buried in Wimberley 
Cemetery, Wimberley, Hays TX. F: 91159803 

• Mary Frances (“Fannie”) Hill Weaver Eckert, 15 Mar 1874 Wimberley, Hays TX – 24 Jan 1965 
San Jacinto City, Harris Co. TX. Married to Cicero Nash (“Sid”) Weaver on 4 Sep 1890 in TX. 
Sid was the son of John G. Weaver. Mary & Sid had a son, James Rufus Weaver (b. 7 Sep 
1891 Hays Co. TX). They were divorced prior to 1897 when Sid married Ardelia Armita 
Tanner in Bastrop Co. TX. In the 1900 census, she lists herself as widowed. She & son 
James R. Weaver are living with her mother & other siblings in Hays Co. TX. Mary married 
Gilford Dudley (“Gip”) Eckert (1870-1950) in 1921 in Concho Co. TX. Find A Grave entry 
indicates burial in San Jacinto Memorial Park, Houston, Harris TX. ), but includes a 
photograph of a headstone with her husband Eckert in Ballinger’s Evergreen Cemetery. TX 
death recrd: died of coronary thrombosis, widowed, homemaker, died in Jacinto City 
Community Hospital. F: 49073045 

• James Monroe Hill, 23 Jun 1875 Wimberley, Hays TX – 13 Jan 1974 Abbotsford, Fraser Valley 
Regional District, British Columbia, Canada. Canadian death record found on his Find A 
Grave record. Was a widow, farmer & Canadian citizen at time of death. Buried in an 
unmarked grave. F: 91190565 

• Lucinda Dena Hill Sugar, 5 Jan 1876 Wimberley, Hays TX (on tombstone) [also found as 5 
Jan 1878, close to the birthdate of younger sister Maggie) – 28 Jan 1961 Hays Co. TX. Wife of 
Peter/Pete Sugar (1868-1947, F: 26407238) whom she married 27 Nov 1902. TX death 
certificate: resident of Marlton W. Columbia, San Marcos TX. Widow, housewife. Died in 
Hays Memorial Hospital of leiomyosarcoma of the uterus. Buried in Wimberley Cemetery, 
Wimberley, Hays TX as Dena Sugar. F: 26407237 

• Maggie Hill, 25 Oct 1878 TX – 27 Aug 1881 TX 
• George Washington Hill, 4 Apr 1880 Wimberley, Hays TX – 28 Sep 1952 Kendall Co. TX. 

Husband of Mary Francis Wood (1898-1940, F: 62640424). The couple had at least 3 
children. TX death certificate copied above: resided 2 miles north of Leon Springs TX, died 
in South Boerne Hospital, Boerne Co. TX, of cirrhosis (2 months) & carcinoma of the lung (2 
years). Widowed. Government civil service employee. Buried in Boerne Cemetery, Boerne, 
Kendall TX. F: 62640314 

• Rhoda Ann Hill Egger Frazier, 15 Mar 1882 Wimberley, Hays TX – 17 May 1958 San Marcos, 
Hays TX. Married on 1 Jul 1903 to Albert (Barney) Egger (b. 20 Oct 1866 MS, son of James 
Latham Egger & Susie Dean). Albert/Barney had previously been married to Rhoda’s 1st 
cousin, Julia Elvira Brooks. After Rhoda & Barney separated, he married a 3rd time – to Lydia 
Meadow. Barney died 17 Apr 1911 TX. Rhoda Egger married Rube Frazier, son of Charley 
Frazier, in Aug 1924. By 1930 she was listed as a widow in San Marcos, Hays TX. TX death 
certificate: widow, died in Memorial Hospital, resident Smith Ln., San Marcos TX. Died of 
cerebral hemorrhage, arteriosclerosis, congestive heart failure. Buried in San Marcos 
Cemetery, San Marcos, Hays TX. F: 91157509 

• Minnie Bea Hill Ezell Roberts, 1 Nov 1883 Hays Co. TX – 17 Feb 1971 San Marcos, Hays TX 
(in a hospital). Minnie married Maurice Ezell (1879-1914, son of Benjamin Franklin Ezell (F: 
26332104) & Jenny Littlepage Prather Ezell (F: 147794756), in 1904. He had been born in the 
country of British Honduras. His father had moved from San Marcos TX to operate a sugar 
cane plantation in British Honduras [now Belize], then returned to San Marcos. Minnie & 
Maurice had 3 children. Maurice died in 1914 (buried in Wimberley Cemetery, F: 26332106). 
Minnie then married her 1st cousin, once removed, James (Jim) Roberts. TX death 

http://www.rcasey.net/brooks/hiljohn.htm
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certificate: resident of Wimberley TX. SSN 463-34-3567A. Died of pulmonary edema. 
Widow. - Buried in Wimberley Cemetery, Wimberley, Hays TX. F: 26407200 

• Lillian Rebecca Hill Leath, 8 Apr 1886 Hays Co. TX – 4 Jul 1959 San Marcos, Hays TX. Wife of 
Ira Madison Leath (later Sr.) (1911-1973, F: 26407109) whom she married 10 Sep 1908. TX 
death record: resident of Route 1, Box 190, San Marcos TX. Died at Soldiers & Sailors 
Memorial Hospital, San Marcos TX of congestive heart failure. Married; housewife. Buried in 
Wimberley Cemetery, Wimberley, Hays TX. F: 26407111 

• Ruth Annie Hill Dobie, 4 Feb 1891 Hays Co. TX – 9 Dec 1980 Austin, Travis TX. Used the 
name “Annie.” Wife of Lewis Thomas Dobie (1893-1965) whom she married 17 Jul 1912 in 
Hays Co. TX. Lewis was the son of John Richardson Dobie & Martha Emily Emmons. Ruth 
Annie & Lewis had 4 children. Buried in Wimberley Cemetery, Wimberley, Hays TX. F: 
26332095 

 
 
Pre-war:  
Employed as an attendant at the Texas State Insane Asylum. He lived in Austin TX for 2 years prior 
to his Army service. His brother “Oscar” (?) was also employed at the asylum, as a night watchman. 
 
The 1900 census lists a grandson of Martin’s mother Sarah – Ernest Hawkins, age 6, born TX, 
parents b. TX, living with the family in 1900. This would mean he was a son of one of Martin’s 
sisters.  His mother had not been identified. There are numerous “Ernest Hill” entries in TX records. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – “Texas Heroes Dead in Scotland” – lists 
Martin C. Hill of Wimberley TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Austin (TX) American” 28 Jun 1936 p 38 – the Travis American Legion Post 76 will hold its tribute on 
Memorial Day to those who died in the war, including Martin C. Hill, who went down on the 
Tuscania and died 14 Feb 1918. [The correct date is 5 Feb 1918.] 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Precinct 3, Hays Co. TX  
Elijah Hill, 36 AR, father b. IL, mother b. AR, farmer 
Sarah L., 28 TX, no information on parents, keeping house 
Mary F., 6 TX 
James M., 5 TX 
Lucinda, 4 TX 
Maggie, 2 TX 
George, 2 months TX 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Hays Co. TX - Martin, his mother & his siblings 
Sarah L. Hill, 42 TX, Jan 1858, widow [Elijah is still alive], father b. AR, mother b. TN, farmer, gave 
birth to 11 children, 9 are living 
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Mary F. Weaver, 26 TX, widow, Mar 1874, cook & washer [daughter] 
James M. Hill, 24 TX, Jun 1875, stock-herder [son] 
Luedean Hill, 22 TX, Jan 1878, dressmaker [daughter Lucinda “Dena”] 
George W. Hill, 20 TX, Apr 1880, farmer [son] 
Rhoda A. Hill, 18 TX, Mar 1882 [daughter] 
Minnie B. Hill, 16 TX, Nov 1883 [daughter] 
Lillian R. Hill, 13 TX, Apr 1887 [daughter] 
Columbus M. Hill, 11 TX, Jan 1889 [son] 
Ruth A. Hill, 9 TX, Feb 1891 [daughter] 
James R. Weaver, 9 TX, Sep 1890, parents b. TX [son of Mary Frances Hill Weaver] [grandson] 
Ernest Hawkins, 6 TX, Jan 1894, parents b. TX [grandson] 
[For the Hill children, father b. AR, mother b. TX] 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Hays Co. TX – his father 
Elijah E. Hill, 56 AR, Sep 1843, widow [but wife Sarah is still alive], father b. IL, mother b. AL, farm 
laborer, boarder with: 
Thomas S. Walker, 28 AR [head of household] 
Kate Ollie Walker, 22 TX [wife] 
Lillian M. Walker, 1 TX [daughter] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 3, Hays Co. TX  
Sarah Hill, 65 TX, widow, father b. GA, mother b. AL, married 39 years, gave birth to 11 children, 9 
are living, farm operator, general farm 
George W., 30 TX, farmer, home farm 
Martin, 21 TX, farm labor, home farm 
Ruthe A., 18 TX 
[Father of George, Martin & Ruth born AR, mother b. TX] 
 


