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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

TUSCANia 
 

Hickey, Robert E. Lee 
1896 TX – 1972 TX 

 



2 
 

 

 
 

 
Obituary of Robert E. Lee Hickey – the obituary lists his stepdaughter Barbara Jean Foncannon 

Durham - “Tyler (TX) Courier-Times” Sunday, 11 Jun 1972 p 12 
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Obituary of Opal Olive Gaither Hickey – “Tyler (TX) Morning Telegraph” 21 Jul 1978 p 7 
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Obituary of his mother, Ann Jeter Hickey Vickrey – her sister’s first name is Rupert. Mrs. Rupert Jeter 

Hammock (1877-1956, F: 43743364) “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 1 Feb 1941 p 9 
 

 
Obituary of his father Andrew Jackson (“Jack”) Hickey - “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” 17 Oct 

1899 p 5 
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Obituary of his brother Emory Vernon Hickey – “Moberly (MO) Monitor-Index” Monday, 14 Aug 1972 

p 7 
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Is this his brother Walter Clyde Hickey – age is correct –  “Hobbs (NM) Dally News-Sun” 7 Apr 1960 

p 1 
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Marriage to his 2nd wife Alvia Hale – Frederick OK 24 Dec 1931 

 
Name:  Robert E. Lee Hickey 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,534 
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Entered service from: Denton, Denton or Callahan County TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Robert E. Lee Hickey 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. A.J. Vickus, Denton TX 
Returned from war on:  "Rijndam" (indexed as "Ryndam" by Fold3) Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Robert B. L. Hickey 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Anna J. Vickerly (spelling?), Denton TX (pvt, HQ 
Co., 17th Field Artillery)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Robert E. Lee Hickey - 12 Jan 1896 Argyle TX; res: 
Geronimo, Cotton OK. Single. Farm laborer for A.A. Elliott, Cotton OK. Medium height & 
build. [not sure this is correct record] 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Robert E. Lee Hickey - b. 12 Feb 1894 Denton TX; res: 
Harold Ln., Wichita Falls, Wichita TX. Mailing address: RFD 1, Box 429, Wichita Falls TX. 
NOK sister Mrs. J.B. Mauldin, 1227 Lagonda, Fort Worth TX. Unemployed. Card is signed 
R.E. Hickey. “right eye missing” – Height: 6’, 176 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 23 Nov 1917 
Discharged 30 Jun 1919 
Address:  Olney TX 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. A, 9th Infantry Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Feb 1896 Argyle, Denton TX (F) / (alternative: 12 Feb 1894 Denton TX – WWII draft 
card)  
Died: 10 Jun 1972 Smith Co. TX    
Find A Grave record:  8972125, presence on Tuscania noted in text 
Burial location:  Tyler, Smith TX 
Cemetery:  Tyler Memorial Park & Cemetery 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Texas PFC US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Andrew Jackson (“Jack”) Hickey, ca. 1862/1863 AR – 15 Oct 1899 [Find A Grave Sep 1899] 
Denton Co. TX. Son of James Lowery Hickey (1827-1902, F: 26046354) & Martha Ann Frances Horn 
(1832-1921, F: 26046355), both buried in Carthage City Cemetery, Carthage, Panola TX. His father 
James fought in the Civil War in the Confederate Army, in the 28th TX Cavalry Regiment, Co. K, with 
his brothers Felix & William, while brother Anson fought in a different Confederate unit. - In 1870 
census, A.J. (8 LA) living in De Soto Co. LA with parents J.S. & M.F. Hickey. In 1880 census, A.J. (age 
17 AR) lives with his parents J.L. & Martha F. Hickey in Panola Co. TX. On the 1886 TX tax rolls in 
Denton Co. TX. Obituary from the “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” 17 Oct 1899 p 5 copied above. 
Died of smallpox in the “pest house” 12 miles south of Denton TX in an apparent epidemic. Buried 
in Foster Family Cemetery, Argyle, Denton TX. 
Find A Grave:  62882897 
 
Mother: Anna Jeter Hickey Vickrey, 12 Jan 1864 TX – 31 Jan 1941 TX. Daughter of Eleazer A. (Eli) Jeter 
Jr. (F: 22596517) & his 4th wife, Martha S. Bently (F: 22596521). In the 1880 census, Anna listed in 
Panola Co. TX with her parents, E.A. & M.S. Jeter. Buried in an unmarked grave in Odd Fellows 
Cemetery, Denton, Denton Co. TX. 
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Find A Grave:  15604923 
Parents’ marriage:  24 Jan 1884 Panola Co. TX – A.J. Hickey & Anna Jeter. 
 
Stepfather: Andrew J. Vickrey, 5 Jun 1851 IL – 5 Apr 1929 Denton, Denton TX.  
His first wife was Sara Lou Splawn, b. 2 Apr 1851, d. 1 May 1903, whom he married 19 Feb 1874. In 
the 1910 census, he reports his marriage to Anna Jeter Hickey was his 2nd marriage. Sara is buried 
in Cooper Creek Cemetery, Denton, Denton TX (F: 23022699) as Andrew is.  
TX death record: resident of 423 S. Crawford, Denton TX. Died of nephritis with cardiac 
involvement. Dealer in second-hand furniture & stoves. Didn’t know names or birthplaces of father 
& mother. Married. Buried in Cooper Cemetery 6 Apr 1929. 
Stepfather Find A Grave: 23724712 
Married 14 Feb 1907 Denton, Denton TX to Anna Jeter Hickey. 
 
Spouse:  Gertrude Johnnie Culwell Hickey Williams, 25 Dec 1903 Arapaho, Custer OK – 10 Jan 
1990. Daughter of John Henry Culwell & Frances Leona Wilson. Later married to Henry Ray 
Williams (1902-1974), in 1927. She moved to Eloy AZ in 1942. Retired after 20 years of employment 
for the Arizona Training Center. Was survived by a son & 2 daughters. Buried in Eloy Memorial Park, 
Eloy, Pinal AZ. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  32939885 
Marriage:  2 Apr 1920 El Paso Co. TX. Gertrude Culwell, age 16, was the daughter of John H. 
Culwell; Robert Hickey was age 24.  
 
Spouse:  Alvia Hale Hickey, ca. 1900 TX.  She is listed as Robert’s wife in the 1930 census for 
Konawa, Seminole Co. OK but they do not marry until 1931; gives age as 30. In the 1940 census, 
where her age is given as 35, they live in Wichita Co. TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 24 Dec 1931 in Frederick, Tillman OK – Robert L. Hickey & Alvia Hale. In the 1930 census, 
they indicated they were married. Robert was age 34, Alvia age 30. 
 
Spouse:  Opal Olive Gaither Foncannon Hickey, 30 Jul 1905 OK – 20 Jul 1978 Tyler, Smith TX. SSN 
458-54-5098.  
First married to Eugene Otis Foncannon, son of Ray Foncannon & Jessie Apples, in Sep 1923. 
Marriage: “Pawhuska (KS) Daily Journal” 7 Sep 1923 p 1 – marriage license issued to Eugene 
Foncannon, age 21 & Opal Olive Gaither, age 18, both of Barnsdall KS. In the 1930 census Eugene 
Foncannon (26 OH, parents b. OH) & Opal (25 OK, father b. IL, mother b. IN) live in Shawnee, 
Pottawatomie OK at 1215 E. Hickman. He reports his 1st marriage at age 19, she at age 18. He is a 
rig builder in the oil fields. In 1940 Eugene (36 OH) & Opal (35 OK) live in Salem, Marion IL with their 
daughter Barbara Jean Foncannon (3 KS). He is an oil field foreman. On his 1942 WWII draft card, 
Eugene lists Opal as his NOK; they live in Wichita Falls, Wichita TX. 
TX death record: daughter of George W. Gaither & Margaret E. Wells. Died of pneumonia, Chronic 
pulmonary emphysema, smoking. Also had a recent hip fracture. Informant: daughter Mrs. Barbara 
Durham. Buried in Tyler Memorial Park & Cemetery, Tyler, Smith TX, where Robert is buried, but not 
on Find A Grave as of 17 Feb 2021. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Stepchildren: by his wife Opal Olive Gaither’s marriage to Eugene Otis Foncannon 
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• Barbara Jean Foncannon Durham, b. ca. 1927 KS. Married 20 Jul 1954 in Wichita Co. TX to 
Ralph Shelton Durham.  

 
Siblings:  Robert was the 2nd-youngest child. 

• Ambrose Webster Hickey, 13 Aug 1885 Argyle, Denton TX – 23 Jul 1961 Clyde, Callahan TX. 
SSN 443-01-2617. Listed as Webster A. in the 1900 census. The “Marshall (TX) News 
Messenger” 3 Mar 1948 p 3 reports a divorce suit filed by Ambrose Hickey vs. Evelyn Hickey. 
TX death record: Son of Jack Hickey & Anna Jeter. Resident of Route 1, Clyde TX. Informant: 
Mrs. Belle Hickey. Died of an embolism. Buried in Ross Cemetery. Retired oil field 
supervisor. – Husband of Belle Nelson (1892-1979). Buried in Ross Cemetery, Baird, 
Callahan TX. F: 46679816 

• Walter Clyde Hickey, 13 Oct 1887 [alternative: 1886] Denton Co. TX – 5 Apr 1960 Hobbs, 
Lea NM (?) . SSN 449-22-2073. Resident of Burkburnett, Wichita Co. TX in Feb 1941 when 
his mother Anna dies. Married Belle Nelson 2 Aug 1908. Did he also marry Jodie Burk in 
Panola Co. TX (“Fort Worth [TX] Star-Telegram” 16 Aug 1909 p 10 reports license.]? On his 
WWI draft card (1917) he is living in Cotton Co. OK with his wife & 2 children. “Walter (OK) 
New Era” 2 Aug 1917 p 5 – list of the 1st 300 men from whom 100 will be chosen to fill the 1st 
draft quota for Cotton Co. OK - #78, draft 343 Walter Clyde Hickey, Walter OK. [Also listed 
for draft in “Temple (OK) Tribune” 12 Jul 1917 p 5].  On his WWII draft card (1942) he resides 
in Wink TX, works for Standard Oil Co., gives Mrs. Belle Sinclair as his next-of-kin.  Was he 
the W.C. Hickey in TX convict/prison records? – age 44, b. 1887 TX, parents b. LA, height 
5’9”, bald, no church affiliation, divorced, sentenced in 1930 & 1931 for two cases of rape 
(described as “criminal assault” in newspaper accounts) to serve two 25-year-sentences 
for a total of 50 years. Sentenced from Van Zandt Co., resident Fort Worth TX, pled not 
guilty, received into prison on 31 Mar 1931; sentences to expire 20 Feb 1981. Pardoned 11 
Feb 1939. – Appears to move to Hobbs NM ca. 1943. Obituary in the “Hobbs (NM) Daily 
News-Sun” 7 Apr 1960 p 1 copied above. 

• Willie Edna Hickey Wymore, 25 Sep 1890 Denton Co. TX – 15 May 1966 Fort Worth, Tarrant 
TX. SSN 467-07-6675. Listed as “Edna” in the 1900 census. Wife of Max Wymore.  TX death 
record: resident of 424 S. Adams, Fort Worth TX. Died at Autumn Leaf Lodge, Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX. Housewife. Daughter of Jack Hickey & Anna Jeter. Died of cardiovascular 
accident. Had lived in Fort Worth for 40 years. – Buried as Edna E. Wymore in Odd Fellows 
Cemetery, Denton, Denton TX. F: 15604921 

• Ira Mae (“Mae”) Hickey Mauldin, 17 Mar 1893 TX – 26 Jul 1968 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. Wife 
of John Bailey (“Bailey”) Mauldin (1892-1978, F: 139913771. TX death record: died at St. 
Joseph Hospital, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX of acute hemorrhagic pancreatitis. She was 
married, a housewife, daughter of A.J. Hickey & Anna Jeter. Resident of 1227 Lagonda, Fort 
Worth TX. Buried in Greenwood Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 
137913772 

• Emory Vernon Hickey, 8 May 1899 Denton Co. TX – 12 Aug 1972 Moberly, Randolph MO. 
SSN 560-05-0830. Husband of Naomi Ruby / Ruby Naomi Ash (12 May 1904 OK – 17 Feb 
1993 Los Angeles CA) whom he married 2 Jul 1923 in Carroll Co. AR. In the 1940 census 
they live in Los Angeles CA & reporting living in Wink, Kermit Co. TX in 1935. – He moved to 
Venezuela in 1948 [leaving his wife behind? or did he just drive his son to the plane?] along 
with his recently married son Vernon & Vernon’s wife. “Metropolitan Pasadena (CA) Star-
News” 29 May 1947 p 9 – Vernon W. Hickey, son of Mr. & Mrs. Emory V. Hickey of 366 N. 
Garfield will marry Miss Betty Eileen Lahey, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Edward W. Lahey of 
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Monrovia CA, formerly of Pasadena, in July. – Bridal photo of Betty in “Metropolitan 
Pasadena Star-News” of 8 Aug 1947 p 7. “Monrovia (CA) News-Post” 17 May 1948 p 3 – Mr. 
& Mrs. Vernon W. Hickey of Monrovia CA & Emory V. Hickey left by car last week for Miami 
FL where “they” will fly Pan American Airways to Caracas, Venezuela, where they will live 
indefinitely. She is the former Betty Eileen Lahey, daughter of the Edward Laheys of 336 
Melrose Ave., Monrovia. Not on Find A Grave as of 17 Feb 2021. 

 
Half-brother: by his mother Anna’s 2nd marriage, to Andrew J. Vickrey 

• Andrew J. Vickrey, Jr., 24 Apr 1907 TX – 6 Mar 1928 San Antonio, Bexar TX. Buried in Odd 
Fellows Cemetery, Denton, Denton TX. TX death record: Died in a hospital of tuberculosis 
meningitis & pulmonary tuberculosis. Father A.J. Vickrey b. TX; mother Anna Geter [sic] b. 
LA. Buried in Denton TX. - Grave is unmarked, as his mother Anna’s in the same cemetery.  
The Find A Grave record, taken from the cemetery ledger, has confused him with his father. 
F: 15605050 

 
Notes: 
 
Since he would not have been drafted with a missing eye, which he reports on his 1942 WWII draft 
registration, he likely lost it post-war.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – still unaccounted for: Robert E. Lee Hickey, 
Denton TX 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 12 Feb 1918 p 1 – five Texans were removed from the 
unaccounted-for list, among them Robert E. Lee Hickey of Denton TX. 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday, 17 Feb 1918 p 4 – as of Saturday night there were added 
18 additional Tuscania survivors, among them Robert E. Lee Hickey of Denton TX. 
  
Post-war: 
 
“Tyler (TX) Morning Telegraph” 11 Jun 1965 p 14 – among the water connections: R.E. Hickey, 1900 
Jarrell. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Copied above – “Tyler (TX) Courier-Times” 11 Jun 1972 p 12 – survived by wife (name not given), 
stepdaughter Barbara (Foncannon) Durham & her 4 children. Retired from Civil Service. 
 
TX death record (copied above) Robert E. Hickey, b. 12 Feb 1894 Argyle TX, son of Andrew Jackson 
Hickey & Anna. Died 10 Jun 1972 Precinct 1, Smith Co. TX. Resident of 2200 Sampson Place. Died 
in Village East Nursing Home. Retired boiler fireman, US Civil Service. Died of a cardiovascular 
accident, 3 hours duration. Buried in Tyler Memorial Park, Smith Co. TX. 
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Social Security number: 459-07-6883 
 
Censuses: 
 
1870 Ward 1, De Soto LA – his father 
J.S. Hickey, 45 GA, farmer 
M.F., 34 NC, keeps house 
G.A., 18 AL, at home [female] 
J.M., 15 AL, at home [male] 
A., 11 LA, at home [female] 
A.J., 8 LA, at home [male] 
A.N., 9 months LA [male] 
& farm labor F.A. Williams, 22 NC 
 
1880 Panola Co. TX – his father 
J.L. Hickey, 53 GA, parents b. GA, farming 
Martha F., 42 NC, parents b. NC, keeping house 
A.J., 17 AR, works on farm 
Ella, 6 LA 
Florrance, 3 LA 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 4, Denton Co. TX 
Anna Hickey, 36 TX, Jan 1864, widow, father b. AL, mother b. GA, farmer 
Webster A., 14 TX, Aug 1885, at school 
Walter C., 12 TX, Oct 1877, at school 
Edna, 9 TX, Sep 1890, at school 
Ira M., 7 TX, Mar 1893 [daughter] 
Robert L., 4 TX, Jan 1896 
Emory V., 1 TX, May 1899 
[for all the children, both parents b. TX] 
 
1910  Justice Precinct 4, Denton Co. TX [his mother has remarried] 
Andrew J. Vickrey, 59 IL, parents b. TN, in his 2nd marriage, farmer, general farm 
Anna J. Vickrey, 45 TX, parents b. GA, in her 2nd marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 1 is living [?] [wife] 
Andrew Vickrey, 2 TX, father b. IL, mother b. TX [son] 
& stepchildren (father b. AR, mother b. TX) 
Ira M. Hickey, 17 TX [female] 
Robert L. Hickey, 14 TX 
Emery V., 10 TX 
 
1920 Camp Travis, Bexar Co. TX 
Robt. E. L. Hickey, 23 TX, single, parents b. TX, private in Army 
 
1920 Precinct 1, Denton Co. TX – Ave. A. Welch - his mother, stepfather, half-brother 
Andrew Vickrey, 67 IL, parents b. IL, retail merchant, second-hand furniture store 
Anna, 55 TX, father b. AL, mother b. GA 
Andrew, 12 TX, father b. IL, mother b. TX 
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1930 Konawa, Seminole OK – Division St. 
Robert E. Hickey, 34 TX, father b. TX, mother b. AL, laborer, oil field, WWI veteran 
Alvis [Alvia], 30 TX, father b. TX, mother b. NE 
 
1940 Wichita Co. TX – same house in 1935 
Robert Hickey, 43 TX, driller, drilling 
Alvis, 35 TX [indexed as Olive] 
 


