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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 

TUSCANia 

  
 

Brother of Tuscania survivor Karl Hjalmar Hultenius 
Rudolph August Hultenius 

1895 Sweden – 1977 CA 
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Rudolph is standing in the back row – 5th from the left 
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Obituary of Rudolph August Hultenius – “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 18 Mar 1977 p 14 
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Obituary “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 19 Mar 1977 p 21 

 

 
Obituary of wife Helen E. Norberg Hultenius – “Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 16 Apr 1959 

p 32 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893Z-D99Q-W?i=327&cc=2046887 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893Z-D99Q-W?i=327&cc=2046887


8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118184-
03475?pId=4288351 
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August (17) & Astrid (22) aboard “Oscar II” which left Copenhagen, Denmark, on 3 Oct 

1912 – residents of Misterhult, Sweden, father M. Hultenius of Figeholm, Sweden, heading 
to Winthrop Harbor IL – to their brother Hjalmar Hultenius, Box 63, Winthrop Harbor IL. 

Astrid is 5’4” and August is 5’9 ½” tall. 
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On the left is Clarence Joseph Moderow, the 1st husband of Rudolph’s daughter Norma Lee 
Hultenius - “Chicago (IL) Tribune” Sunday 20 Sep 1942 p 40 
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Joseph Robert Moderow, grandson of Rudolph & Helen Hultenius, credited his maternal 
grandparents’ unconditional love, optimism & faith that led him to a successful career at 

UPS (United Parcel Service) & to being awarded the Horatio Alger Association medal in 
2008.  Ten to 12 individuals are honored annually. 

https://horatioalger.org/members/member-detail/joseph-r-moderow 
 

             
     

 
Name: Rudolph August Hultenius 
Name variations:  Rudolph Agust Hultenius, Rudolf Hultenius 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. B - private  
Serial number:  251,047 
Entered service from: Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Rudolf August Hultenius 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  sister Mrs. Astrid  (Asyrid) Laiken, Kenosha WI 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 [with his brother Karl] 
Sailed on return ship as: Rudolf A. Hultenius 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  sister Mrs. Astrid Laiken, 872 Prairie St., Kenosha WI (PFC, 
Co. B, 107th Supply Train  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Rudolph August Hultenius - b. 24 Aug 1895 Figeholm, 
Kalmar, Sweden; res: 72 W. Main St., Kenosha WI. Single. Machinist for F.C. Austin 
Excavating Co., Winthrop Harbor IL. Card is signed R. Hultenius. Tall in height, medium 
build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 7311 - 16th Ave., Kenosha WI (1939 NTSA 
& 1955 WI Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Rudolf August Hultenius - b. 24 Aug 1895 Figeholm, 
Sweden; res: 7311 – 16th Ave., Kenosha, Kenosha WI. NOK Mrs. Helen Hultenius, same 
address. Employed at Simmons Co., Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Card appears to be signed 
Rudolp A. Height: 6’ – weight: 150 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Rudolf August Hultenius 
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Enlisted 26 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address:  1014 Prairie St., Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, Co. B, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 24 Aug 1895 Figeholm, Kalmar, Sweden  
Died: Mar 1977 Orange Co. CA  
Find A Grave record:   
Burial location:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Cemetery:  Sunset Ridge Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Maximinus (Maxmenius/Maxamillian) Hultenius, 31 May 1857 Vra Locknevi, 
Sweden – 7 Nov 1941 Figeholm, Kalmar, Sweden. Son of Carl Johan August Hultenius & 
Anna Sofia Nilsdotter, whom he married 1 Jul 1883 in Misterhult, Kalmar, Sweden.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Hilma Kristina Andersson Hultenius, b. Hichling, Sweden – 21 Dec 1919 Figeholm, Kalmar, 
Sweden. Daughter of Petter August Andersson & Clara Charlotta Persdotter.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  in Sweden.  
 
Spouse:  Helen Elvira Norberg Hultenius, 17 Mar 1884 Köping, Sweden – 16 Apr 1959 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. SSN 390-24-9084. Daughter of Alex Ludvig Norberg & Ida Bernhardina Olson. - The 
obituary of her father Alex L. Norberg appears in the “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 5 Jan 1935 p 7. 
He died at age 66, resident of 7311 – 16th Ave., of a heart attack in the Highwood Il shops of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & North Shore Railroad, on 4 Jan 1935. He had lived in Winthrop Harbor IL until 
he moved to Kenosha WI 12 years earlier. Born in Sweden. Married Ida B. Olson 26 Sep 1900 [this 
date is incorrect or they married after the birth of their 1st child Hildur in 1892]; she died 26 Nov 
1932. Married 11 Aug 1934 to Mrs. Lettie Proul Berg. One of his surviving daughters is Mrs. Rudolph 
Hultenius of Kenosha. Alex was buried in Green Ridge Cemetery – as was Helen, buried in Green 
Ridge Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 30 Sep 1922 Waukegan, Lake IL 
 
Children: 

• Margaret Sigrid Hultenius McCready, 3 [or 29] May 1924 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 28 Oct 
2009 CA. SSN 396-16-1458. Divorced Melvin C. McCready in Orange Co. CA in Oct. 1960. 
Last residence was in San Juan Capistrano, Orange Co. CA 

• Norma Lee Hultenius Moderow Ickes, ca. 1928 WI. Sometimes found as Norma A. First 
married to Clarence Joseph Moderow (21 Feb 1922 Zion IL – 26 Dec 1990 Orange Co. CA, 
SSN 361-03-9303, mother’s birth surname Porath), buried in Melrose Abbey Memorial Park, 
Anaheim, Orange CA, F: 186796873. Marriage: “Kenosha (WI) News” 20 Nov 1947 p 4 – Mr. 
& Mrs. Rudolph Hultenius, 7311 – 16th Ave., announce the engagement of their daughter 
Norma to Clarence Moderow, son of Mrs. Pauline Moderow of Zion IL. No date has been set 
for the wedding. –  Daughter Peggy Lee Moderow born 28 May 1952 (“Kenosha News” 
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Wednesday 28 May 1952 p 4, born to Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Moderow of 7821 – 19th Ave., 
Kenosha). - Their son Joseph Robert Moderow became a senior executive at UPS (United 
Parcel Service) & a 2008 recipient of the Horatio Alger Association award. His marriage: 
“Los Angeles Times” Thursday 19 Feb 1970 p 22 – Joseph Robert Moderow married Karen 
Jean Westbrook. One of the attendants was his sister Peggy Moderow. Joseph is the son of 
Mrs. Norma Ickes of Anaheim CA & J. Moderow. [Karen’s father was a Visalia CA pastor & 
police department chaplain, Rev. Floyd Westbrook.]  – Divorced Clarence Moderow in Feb 
1968 in Orange Co. CA.    - Married Donald Leroy Ickes in Orange Co. CA on 12 Jul 1969. 
Donald had divorced Jeanette A. Farrar Ickes in Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co. CA in Apr 
1967. Donald’s obituary appeared in the “Banning (CA) Record Gazette” Friday 11 Nov 2011 
p 18 – born Toledo OH 24 Jun 1935; died 17 Oct 2011 CA. Known as “Hoss.” Don & his wife 
Norma retired from Hughes Aircraft after many years & moved to Banning CA where he 
enjoyed 22 years of retirement in the Sun Lakes community. Then they returned to Orange 
Co. CA to be near his stepson Joseph R. Moderow & his family.  

 
Siblings:  
 
Siblings:  Rudolph was born after Seth.  

• Anna Ester Hultenius Lundquist, 24 Feb 1884 Figeholm, Kalmar, Sweden – 12 May 1974 
Oregrund, Stockholm, Sweden. Married August Sigfrid Sjögren (b. 1894). Had a son Per in 
1923. Married David Emanuel Lundqvist (1884-1910). Had a daughter Yiva Nina Margareta 
on 17 Mar 1921 in Sweden. Resident of Sweden in Apr 1960 as Ester Lundquist when her 
sister Astrid died. 

• Signe Ellen Hultenius, 20 Nov [or Oct] 1885 Figeholm, Kalmar, Sweden - . Miss Hultenius 
was a resident of Sweden in Apr 1960 when her sister Astrid died. Found on an Ancestry 
family tree as married to Adolf Fredrick Karlsson by whom she had 4 children between 1918 
& 1926.  

• Axel Hugo Hultenius, 4 Nov 1886 Mistserhuit, Kalmar, Sweden – 2 Jan 1919 Hycklinge, 
Östergötland, Sweden. Husband of Ellen Tekla Oklavia Jonsson (b. 1890) by whom he had 5 
children between 1909 & 1917.  

• Astrid Linnea Hultenius Laken, 28 Feb 1890 Figeholm, Kalmar, Sweden – 30 Apr 1960 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Died in St. Catherine’s Hospital. Educated in Sweden. Emigrated to 
the US at age 22 with her brother Rudolph August aboard “Oscar II” which left Copenhagen, 
Denmark, on 3 Oct 1912, heading to their brother Karl Hjalmar’s residence in Winthrop 
Harbor IL. In 1914 she moved to Kenosha WI. Married Truls Laken (1879-1966, F: 
153256280) on 15 Jul 1914 in Kane Co. IL. She was his 2nd wife; his 1st wife Jenny was the 
mother of Karl’s wife Kirsten. Survived by her husband, 3 sons, 3 daughters (one of them 
Mrs. Karl Hultenius, actually her stepdaughter).  Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 153256281 

• Karl Hjalmar Hultenius, 8 Apr 1892 Figeholm, Kalmar, Sweden – 6 Mar 1985 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI.  Fellow Tuscania passenger & survivor. See his full biography above. 

• Seth Valentine Hultenius, 14 Feb 1894 Figeholm, Kalmar, Sweden [also found as 1896] – 9 
Jun 1975 Orange Co. CA. On his WWI (1917) draft card, he is a resident of 72 W. Main St., 
Kenosha WI. Resident of Winthrop Harbor IL in Apr 1960 when his sister Astrid died. 
Husband of Anna (b. 1888). Mrs. Seth Hultenius of Winthrop Harbor IL is listed as the 
mother of son Harry Malmberg when he marries in Aug 1935. Seth was naturalized 4 Dec 
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1941 in MN, giving a birthdate of 14 Feb 1894 Sweden. Buried in Melrose Abbey Memorial 
Park, Anaheim, Orange CA. F: 130587695 

• Kurt Gunnar Maximinus Hultenius, 29 Sep 1898 Misterhult, Kalmar, Sweden – 13 May 1983. 
Misterhult, Kalmar, Sweden. Gunnar was a resident of Sweden in Apr 1960 when his sister 
Astrid died. Husband of Ebba Maria Karlström (1900-1947).  

• Nels/Nils Birger Hultenius, 5 Feb 1903 Misterhult, Kalmar, Sweden - 1986. Resident of 
Sweden in Apr 1960 when his sister Astrid died. 

• Olaf/OIof Ivar Hultenius, 29 Feb 1904 Misterhult, Kalmar, Sweden – 11 Apr 1981 Figeholm, 
Kalmar, Sweden. Resident of Sweden in Apr 1960 when his sister Astrid died. Husband of 
Emmy Josefina Johansson (1915-2003) whom he married 29 Jan 1936.  

• Lilly Hultenius Fahlstrom, 22 Jan 1907 Misterhult, Kalmar Sweden - 1993. Resident of 
Sweden in Apr 1960 when her sister Astrid died. Listed as wife of August Gunnar Falström 
(b. 1899) on Ancestry.com.  

 
 
 
Notes: 
 

Resident of Anaheim CA in Apr 1960 when his sister Astrid died. Husband of Helen Elvira (b. 
1894) 

 
 
Pre-war: 
 
As August Hultenius, age 17, sailed with his sister Astrid Hultenius (age 22) on the “Oscar II” from 
Copenhagen, Denmark, on 3 Oct 1912. They were heading to Winthrop Harbor IL where their 
brother Karl Hjalmar Hultenius lived. He was 5’9” tall. 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” 27 Jul 1917 p 1 – Enlisted in Co. M: Karl Hultenius, Rudolph Hultenius 
 
“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” 24 Oct 1917 p 5 – privates Karl & Rudolph Hultenius are in the Truck 
Co. 
 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – “Tears and Cheers for Our Soldiers” – Pvt. Karl Hultenius 
still missing, saved is Pvt. Rudolph A. Hultenius, Truck B., 107th Supply Train. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Naturalized 16 Feb 1925 in Kenosha WI. Had arrived 20 Nov 1912 in NYC.  Wife Helen 
Matilda. Daughter Margaret born  
 



18 
 

“Kenosha (WI) News” 14 Jan 1932 p 3 – Tuscania survivors will meet in Milwaukee WI on 5 
Feb. There were 31 from Kenosha, among them Karl & Rudolph Hultenius. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” 4 Feb 1943 p 7 – the meeting of the Tuscania Survivors Association, 
scheduled to be held in Beloit WI tomorrow, was cancelled due to the war. Among the 
Kenosha survivors were Carl Hultenius & Rudolph Hultenius. 
 
1956 Kenosha WI city directory 
Moderow, Clarence J. & Norma A., factory worker at Abbott Laboratories, residents of 7821 – 19th 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 390-03-7286 
 
Censuses: 
 
1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – Prairie St. – living with his sister Astrid’s family 
Truls Laken, 39 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1902, naturalized, farmer 
Astrid, 30 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1912, naturalized, excavating company [wife] 
& children: 
Rory Laken, 13 WI 
George Lake, 12 WI 
Helen Laken, 11 WI 
Thomas Laken, 3 WI 
& brothers-in-law: 
Carl Hultineges, 28 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1911, papers, laborer, excavating 
company 
Rudolph Hultineges, 25 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1912, alien, laborer, excavating 
company 
 
1930 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7311 – 16th Ave. 
Rudolph A. Hultenius, 35 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, age 27 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1912, 
naturalized, upholsterer, Simmons Factory, WWI veteran 
Helen E., 33 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, age 26 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1912, alien 
Margaret S., 5 WI 
Norma L., 2 WI 
 
 
1940 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7311 – 16th Ave. – in same house in 1935 
Rudolph Hultenius, 44 Sweden, naturalized, upholsterer, bed manufacturer 
Helen, 46 Sweden 
Margaret, 15 WI 
Norma Lee, 12 WI 
 


