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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 

Howell, William Edwin 
1888 TX – 1958 TN 
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William Edwin Howell - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/34858972/person/18708414613/media/13fb6c77-e1ce-43ff-8f18-96c6078f3cd4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34858972/person/18708414613/media/13fb6c77-e1ce-43ff-8f18-96c6078f3cd4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34858972/person/18708414613/media/13fb6c77-e1ce-43ff-8f18-96c6078f3cd4


3 
 

 

 

Siboney – William’s return ship - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
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viewer/tree/34858972/person/18708414613/media/siboney_id2999
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Marriage of William Edwin Howell & Ada Belle Rutledge – “Chattanooga (TN) News” 19 Mar 1927 p 

17 

 
“Chattanooga (TN) Daily Times” Sunday 9 Nov 1958 p 27 
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“Chattanooga (TN) Daily Times” Sunday 22 Apr 1962 p 3 

 

 
Obituary of his mother-in-law Lura Frances Rutledge - “Chattanooga (TN) Daily Times” 18 Mar 1955 

p 11 
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Born in Atlanta TEXAS not GEORGIA - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-X3B3 

 
Name: William Edwin Howell 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,458 
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Entered service from: Kildare, Cass TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William E. Howell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Samuel L. Howell, Kildare TX 
Returned from war on:  crossed off passenger list for "Ryndam" ["Rijndam"] sailing May 1919, with 
“effort syndrome” – sailed on "Siboney" Jun 1919, "walking cases requiring no dressings" 
Sailed on return ship as: William E. Howell -  
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  on “Rijndam” passenger list: father M.S. Howell, Ashland TX – on 
‘Siboney” passenger list: father S.L. Howell, Atlanta TX (GA?) – for both: PFC, A 1 Supply Train) 
  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as William Edwin Howell - b. 22 June 1888 Atlanta TX; res: 
Kildare, Cass TX. Single. Farmer for W.W. Martin near Linden TX. Exemption from draft: none – 
teacher. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 Oct 1917 
Discharged 26 Jul 1919 
Address:  Chattanooga TN 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, Co. A, 1st Supply Train 
 
TX WWI military record: 
William E. Howell, serial 251458, resident of Linden, Cass TX. Inducted into Army at Linden TX on 8 
Oct 1917 at age 29 years, 4 months. Born Atlanta GA [sic/TX]. In 165th Depot Brigade to 31 Mar 1918 
– Co. F, 116th Supply Train to 3 Apr 1918 – in Co. A, 1st Supply Train to discharge. Promoted to 
private 1st class 1 Sep 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 12 Jun 1919. Discharged 26 Jul 1919. 0% 
disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Jun 1888 Atlanta, Cass TX 
Died: 7 Nov 1958 Chattanooga, Hamilton TN    
Find A Grave record:  2984041, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  Chattanooga, Hamilton TN 
Cemetery:  Chattanooga National (plot FF, 355)   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Samuel (Samual) Lucius, Lucian/Lucious Howell, Mar 1855 AL – Alive & living in Dallas TX 
with his wife when William married in Mar 1927. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Margaret Addie Crain Howell, b. TN  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  14 or 17 Jun 1883 Cass Co. TX – S.L. Howell & M.A. Crain. 
 
Stepmother: Sarah E. Long Howell, Jun 1872 TN -  
Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 8 Sep 1896 Linden, Cass TX – another source: obtained license 27 Aug 1896 & married 5 
Sep 1896 
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Spouse:  Ada Belle Rutledge Howell, 14 Apr 1900 GA – 4 Nov 1973. Daughter of Newton Bryant 
Howell (1871-1911, F: 16761843) & F.L. (Ludy) Simmons (b. 1878). Buried in Chattanooga National 
Center, Chattanooga, Hamilton TN in plot FF, 354. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  2984023 
Marriage:   Mar 1927. “Chattanooga (TN) News” Sunday 19 Mar 1927 p 17: married Saturday 10 
a.m. in the study of the Highland Park Baptist Church by Rev. Dr. J.B. Phillips. After their motor trip 
through the South, they will be at home on Cherokee Hill, South Missionary Ridge. They had 
planned to marry in the last part of June, but changed the date so the groom’s parents, Mr. & Mrs. 
S.L. Howell of Dallas TX, who were in Chattanooga for a visit, might attend. Ada Belle is the 
daughter of Mrs. Laura F. Rutledge & the late N.B. Rutledge. Was educated at the GA State College 
for Women & Middle State Normal. She taught in the Hamilton County schools & later the city 
schools of Chattanooga. William received his A.B. degree from Texas Christian University & 
graduated in 1925 from the Chattanooga College of Law. During the world war he served as a field 
clerk with the Signal Corps of the 1st Division. He is now connected with the law firm of Austin & 
Bernhardt. – Their license was obtained 17 Mar 1927 – according to the newspaper story they were 
married 18 Mar 1927 – a marriage date of 19 Mar 1927 is also recorded. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Jesse Howell, Jun 1855 TX –  . Male. 
• Fred Howell, Sr., 12 Oct 1890 Atlanta, Cass TX – 28 Feb 1941 Shreveport, Caddo LA. SSN 

250-07-4536. Husband of Margaret Addie Maddox (1892-1971, F: 70182100). Buried in 
Jonesboro Cemetery, Jonesboro, Jackson Parish LA. F: 189900084 

• Warnie Howell, Aug 1891 TX (1900 TX). Female. Appears in 1900 & 1910 census with 
parents in Cass Co. TX. Might this be Juanita Howe Carothers Seale, whose birth is listed as 
2 Aug 1892 TX on her TX death record? Also found as 2 Sep 1893 Linden Co. TX. SSN 454-
86-8372. She is listed as the daughter of Samuel L. Howell & Addie Crain on birth records. 
She was married to Oscar Carothers, then divorced by 1940. She was burned to death in 
her home at Toyah, Toyah TX on 6 Aug 1965 as Juanita Howe Seale. She had married 
William Elias Seale. Buried in Trinity Memorial Cemetery, Big Spring, Howard TX. F: 
49624620. 

 
Notes: 
 
Family trees list a 1st wife named Mittie Elizabeth Martin (b. 1892) whom a William E. Howell 
married 18 Dec 1907 in Cross Co. AR. This couple had a son named Fred Edward Howell, b. 11 Apr 
1910 in rural Colt, St. Francis AR.  
The 1910 census for Telico, St. Francis AR lists William Howell, 21 TX, father b. VA, mother b. OK & 
Mittie, 18 TX, father b. TN, mother b. TX with son Frederick E. (1 month AR0. This William is a farmer, 
general farm & Mittie is a farm laborer on the home farm. 
This information does not fit.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – on board: William E. Howell of Kildare TX 
 
“Austin (TX) American” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – one of the 85 TX survivors: William E. Kildare. 
 
Returned with “effort syndrome”: 

 

 

 
Wikipedia for “Da Costa’s syndrome” - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Da_Costa%27s_syndrome  
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Da_Costa%27s_syndrome
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From “Circulation” (Journal of the American Heart Association)” vol. 53 No. 5, May 1976, editorial p 

749-751, “Where Are the Diseases of Yesteryear?” (only a portion of the article was copied) 
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1161/01.CIR.53.5.749  

 
Post-war: 
 
Was William divorced? Does this explain why a wife is not mentioned in his obituary? Except his 
widow Ada Belle  holds a memorial service 4 years later at his grave. “Chattanooga (TN) Daily 
Times” Wednesday 27 Jun 1945 page 11 – divorce granted: Ada Belle Howell from William E. 
Howell. 
 
Obituary: 
 
TN death certificate – William Edwin Howell, dead on arrival at Erlanger Hospital, Chattanooga, 
Hamilton TN on 7 Nov 1958. Resident of 212 Waheela Rd., Chattanooga TN. Married. Born 22 Jun 
1888 TX. Teacher at American School of Commerce. Wife: Ada Bell Howell, 212 Waheela Rd. 
Father: Lucius Howell. Mother: Addie Crane. Died of myocardial infarction. Buried in National 
Cemetery, Chattanooga TN.  
 
Social Security number: 413-18-3325 
 
Censuses: 

https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1161/01.CIR.53.5.749
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1900 Justice Precinct 1, Cass Co. TX 
S.L. Howell, 45 AL, Mar 1855, father b. SC, mother b. GA, married 22 years is crossed off & 3 years 
is inserted, black smioth 
Sarah, 27 TN, Jun 1872, parents b. TN, gave birth to zero children 
Jesse, 14 TX, Jun 1885 
Willie, 11 TX, Jun 1888 
Freddie, 9 TX, Oct 1890 
Warnie, 8 TX, Aug 1891 
For the children: father b. AL, mother b. TN 
 
1930 Chattanooga, Hamilton TN – Stuart St. 
William E. Howell, 43 TX, parents b. TX, age 40 at 1st marriage, collector, life & accident insurance, 
not a veteran 
Ada B. Howell, 35 GA, parents b. GA, age 33 at 1st marriage, school teacher, public school [wife] 
& lodger George T. Lawson, a steam railroad signalman 
 
1940 Chattanooga, Hamilton TN – same place in 1935 
William E. Howell, 51 TX, headmaster, school of commerce 
Ada B., 40 GA, teacher, county schools 
 
 
 


