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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 

Howard, Perry Preston 
1891 WA – 1933 WA 
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“Tacoma (WA) Times” 3 Apr 1918 p 3 
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Obituary of brother John M. Howard - “Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 9 Nov 1928 p 14 
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Obituary of father Albert Howard – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 20 Jun 1922 p 4 
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WA revised birth certificate for sister Flora Belle Howard dated 4 Aug 1941 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8973/images/8973_b932666-00019-
00060?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=65481 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8973/images/8973_b932666-00019-00060?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=65481
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8973/images/8973_b932666-00019-00060?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=65481
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281824-

00115?pId=905583374 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281824-00115?pId=905583374
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281824-00115?pId=905583374
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Perry’s wife Mildred Coleman Chambers Howard - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/38561799/person/19394226924/media/07bbafd6-0268-4946-ac46-e56a1ebed1b1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/38561799/person/19394226924/media/07bbafd6-0268-4946-ac46-e56a1ebed1b1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/38561799/person/19394226924/media/07bbafd6-0268-4946-ac46-e56a1ebed1b1
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IL death record for Perry’s wife Mildred Coleman Chambers’s 1st husband - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104003854/person/400141508795/facts  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104003854/person/400141508795/facts
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WA death certificate – killed accidentally in dynamite explosion, as he was blowing up stumps – 

“blown to fragments” - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-XCMH-G3S 
 

Name:  Perry Preston Howard 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,332 
Entered service from: Puyallup, Pierce WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Perry P. Howard 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Albert Howard, Puyallup WA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Perry P. Howard 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Albert Howard, Puyallup WA (PFC, 16th Co., 20th Engrs)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Perry Howard - b. 6 Jul 1891 Chehalis WA; res: Box 65, 
Puyallup, Lewis  WA. Single. Logger for West Fork Log Co., Lindberg WA. Tall & single. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 13 Dec 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Puyallup WA 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 6 Jul 1891 Chehalis, Lewis WA  
Died: 2 Oct 1933 Clallam, Clallam WA   
Find A Grave record:  31049924, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Puyallup, Pierce WA 
Cemetery:  Woodbine 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Washington Pvt 1CL 20 Engrs 
 
 Father:  Albert Howard, Mar 1844 Farmington, Fulton IL – 14 Jun 1922 Puyallup, Pierce WA. Son of 
Pontius Pilate Howard & Sarah Ellen Grimm. Buried in Woodbine Cemetery, Puyallup, Pierce WA. 
Find A Grave:  31049832 
 
Mother:  Sara Naoma Davidson Howard, Nov 1855 Cottage Grove, Lane OR – 3 Mar 1926 Puyallup, 
Pierce WA. Surname also found as Davisson & middle name as Naomi. Daughter of William 
Davidson & Elizabeth.  Buried in Woodbine Cemetery, Puyallup, Pierce WA.  
Find A Grave:  31049860 
Parents’ marriage:   
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Spouse:  Mildred May Coleman Chambers Howard, 28 Apr 1897 Cleveland, Chippewa WI – 7 Jul 
1979 Federal Way, King WA. SSN 536-18-1580. Daughter of John William Coleman & Emily Jane 
Vaver. She is baptized in the First Presbyterian Church of Crookston MN on 19 Nov 1908. In the 
1910 census she was single & living in Crookston, Polk MN.  
Married to James F. Chambers (1890 Iroquois Co. IL – 1928 Cook Co. IL), son of James W. 
Chambers & Olive Fraser. They married 16 Nov 1912 in Spokane, Spokane WA. Their son Earl 
Lowell Chambers was born 19 Nov 1913 in Spokane WA. In the 1930 census, James, Mildred & son 
Lowell are living in a logging camp in Lindberg, Lewis Co. WA; they are cooks in the logging camp. 
Listed on the same page is single Perry P. Howard. On his IL death certificate, James is listed as a 
cook. He died in Chicago, Cook IL & is buried in Prairie Dell Cemetery, Iroquois, Iroquois IL. F: 
119382452 
In 1942, her son Earl Lowell lists Mrs. Mildred Howard, Route 6, Box 422, Tacoma WA as his NOK on 
his WWII draft card. He resides at the same address. 
In Nov 1945 “Mrs. Mildred Harn” of Tacoma WA attends the funeral of her mother, Emily Jane 
Coleman, in La Grande OR. (“La Grande [OR] Observer” 26 Nov 1945 p 3).  
WA death record lists her as Mildred M. Howard. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 3 Jul 1929 Vancouver, Clark WA – Perry P. Howard of Multnomah Co. OR & Mildred 
Chambers of Multnomah Co. OR, by Baptist minister Robert A. Kay 
 
Children: 
 
Stepson: by his wife Mildred Coleman Chambers’s marriage to James F. Chambers: 

• Earl Lowell Chambers, 19 Nov 1913 Spokane, Spokane WA -  29 Jun 1994 Tacoma, Pierce 
WA. Recorded as Earl L. Howard in the 1930 census. Also found as Lowell Earl Chambers. 
Husband of Mary Jennie Osler (1919-1999) whom he married 23 Jun 1939 in Pierce Co. WA. 
Buried in Mountain View Memorial Park, Lakewood, Pierce WA. F: 113190668 

 
 
Siblings:  

• Florence (Flora) Belle Howard Hill Lorenz Morash, 18 Jun 1881 Moscow, Latah ID – 12 Jun 
1958. Married on 26 Oct 1897 in Moscow, Latah ID to Herchel L. Hill. They were residents of 
Pullman, Whitman WA. - Married Frank Torenz Lorenz on 21 Feb 1903 in Pierce Co. WA. 
Listed as Mrs. Flora Lorenz of Puyallup WA in her father’s obituary in Jun 1922. They had a 
son, Chester Lorenz.  – As Florence Lorenz, married James D. Morash ((1888-1938) on 25 
Aug 1924 in Pierce Co. WA. Listed as Mrs. Morash of Puyallup WA in her brother John’s 
obituary in Nov 1928. - Buried as Florence B. Morash in Woodbine Cemetery, Puyallup, 
Pierce WA. F: 135849919 

• Minnie Mae Howard Crosslin, Oct 1883 ID – 1914. Wife of Andrew Elzy Crosslin (1880-1951) 
whom she married 9 Feb 1903 Pierce Co. WA. Buried in Woodbine Cemetery, Puyallup, 
Pierce WA. F: 31050069  

• John Melvin Howard, 5 Feb 1886 [tombstone, also found as 1885] Lewis Co. WA– 6 Nov 
1928 Adna, Lewis WA. Married on 24 Jun 1915 in Silva, Lewis WA to Lelia Grace Stearns 
(1892-1968). Lelia was the daughter of Theo. E. & Anne E. Stearns. In 1941, Lelia married 
Robert Steele Murray (1891-1945). Widowed the 2nd time, Lelia married Fred A. Nihart 
(1899-1966) in 1946 & is buried as Lelia Nihart (F: 125257666). John is buried in Claquato 
Cemetery, Chehalis, Lewis WA. F: 125257502 
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• Harry Winsmore Howard, Sep 1889 WA – 7 Feb 1917 Puyallup, Pierce WA. Died at age 28 
years, 4 months, 28 days of pulmonary tuberculosis, which he had for 8 years. Farmer. 
Buried in Woodbine Cemetery, Puyallup, Pierce WA. F: 31050009 

• Cecil Chester Howard, 10 Sep 1893 WA – 28 Dec 1959 Bremerton, Kitsap WA. Served in 
WWI as a private 1st class from 13 Dec 1917 to 11 Jun 1919. Resident of Eatonville WA in 
Nov 1928 when his brother John died. Married on 17 Dec 1924 in Pierce Co. WA to Jessie 
Stant (AKA Jessie A. Walker) (1886-1961). Buried in Miller-Woodlawn Cemetery, Bremerton, 
Kitsap WA. F: 190151263 

• Hazel Marie Howard Crabtree Klang, 5 Oct 1900 Pierce Co. WA – 2 Sep 1992 Tacoma, 
Pierce WA. SSN 534-16-1991. Married William Ewart Crabtree 25 Apr 1920 in Pierce Co. 
WA. William was born 8 Dec 1896 IA & died 14 Feb 1969 & is buried in New Tacoma 
Cemetery, Tacoma, Pierce WA. Listed as Mrs. Hazel Crabtree in Tacoma WA in Jun 1922 
when her father died & as Mrs. Crabtree in Nov 1928 when her brother John died. In 1930 
Hazel (29) & William (33) Crabtree lived on N. Ferdinand St. in Tacoma, Pierce WA. In the 
1940 census Hazel lives in Tacoma & is now divorced. -  Married Harold Edwin Klang (1909-
1968). Buried as Hazel Klang in Mountain View Memorial Park, Lakewood, Pierce WA. F: 
120444579  

• Le Roy Elzy Howard, 10 May 1903 Puyallup, Pierce Co. WA – 3 Mar 1963 Pierce Co. WA. His 
WA birth record says he is his mother’s 8th child, with 7 now living. At age 24, Le Roy Elzy, b. 
WA, 427 McDonald Ave., Richmond CA married 24 Aug 1927 in Alameda Co. CA to Alice 
Voss, age 20, b. WA, resident of 325 – 5th St., Richmond CA, daughter of David Voss & 
Margaret Ploegman. Alice Voss Howard (1907-1961, F: 56860123). Living in Orting WA in 
Nov 1928 when his brother John died.  Living in Bremerton WA in 1940. Buried in Miller-
Woodlawn Cemetery, Bremerton, Kitsap WA. F: 56860179 

• ? A Mrs. Fanny Bales of CA is listed as a daughter of Albert Howard when he died in Jun 
1922. Other daughters named are Flora & Hazel – and Minnie is dead.  

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
The Tuscania sunk on his brother John’s 32nd birthday. 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the WA men saved: Perry D. [sic] 
Howard, father Albert Howard, Puyallup WA 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
The “powder man” at a logging camp, Guy was dynamiting stumps when there was an accident and 
he was “blown to fragments” by the explosion, according to his WA death certificate. 
 
Social Security number: 
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Censuses: 
 
1885 WA state census – Lewis Co 
Howard: A. IL, farmer 
Sarah, OR 
Flora, ID 
Minnie, ID 
J.M., WA 
Pontius, 76 NY [Albert’s father] 
 
1900 Puyallup, Pierce WA – Franklyn St. 
Albert Howard, 56 IL, Mar 1844, father b. NY, mother b. OH, married 27 years, day laborer 
Sarrah N., 43 OR, Nov 1856, father b. MO, mother’s birthplace unknown, gave birth to 7 children, 6 
are living 
Flora, 18 ID, Jan 1881, waitress hotel 
Minnie, 16 ID, Oct 1883 
Johny, 14 WA, Feb 1886, at school 
Harry, 10 WA, Sep 1889, at school 
Perry, 8 WA, Jul 1891, at school 
Cecil, 4 WA, Sep 1895 
 
1910 Puyallup, Pierce WA – S. Meridian St. 
Albert Howard, 66 IL, father b. NY, mother b. OH, in 2nd marriage, married 38 years, farmer, fruit 
Sarah, 54 OR, father b. OR, mother b. US, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living 
John M., 24 WA, foreman, lumber company 
Harry, 20 WA 
Perry, 18 WA, logger, woods 
Cecil, 16 WA 
Hazel, 9 WA 
Le Roy, 6 WA 
 
1920 Lindberg precinct, Lewis Co. WA – East Fork Railroad 
Perry P. Howard, 28 WA, single, father b. US, mother b. WA, hook tender at logging camp 
With partners: 
Byron E. De Lano, 26 WA, married, engineer, stationary 
Abehram N. Ross, 33 Canada, emigrated 1910, alien, married, head bucker, logging camp 
 
1930 Mishawaka, Clatrop ID 
Perry P. Howard, 38 OR, father b. IL, mother b. OR, age 37 at 1st marriage, hook tender, logging 
camp, answers NOT a veteran 
Mildred M., 31 OR, father b. IL, mother b. OR, age 31 at 1st marriage 
Earl L., 16 WA, parents b. OR [although Earl’s surname is listed as Howard, his surname is 
Chambers; he was Mildred’s son by her 1st marriage] 
 
1940 Harding, King WA – his widow – same house in 1935 
Mildred Howard, 42 WI, head of household 
& lodger Fred Hanson, 46 Sweden, logger, logging company 
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