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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 

Hopper, John Creal 
1896 WI – 1962 WI 
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This story was repeated in newspapers across the country – “Green Bay (WI) Press Gazette” 28 Jan 

1933 p 17 
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Obituary for John Creal Hopper – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 22 Oct 1962 p 19 
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Describing a “camouflage” letter received by the mother of casualty Russell Bennett – another 
“good trip” letter received by relatives of John Creal Hopper -  “New North” (Rhinelander WI) 14 Mar 
1918 p 9 
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50th wedding anniversary of his parents – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday, 15 Mar 

1941 p 3 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 9 Feb 1942 p 7 
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John Creal Hopper is elected president of the National Tuscania Survivors Association – “Green Bay 

(WI) Press Gazette” 9 Feb 1942 p 2 
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Somewhere in the crowd – John & his wife - “Portage (WI) Daily Register” 20 Jan 1953 p 3 
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Left: Obituary of his wife, Kathryn Wilson Hopper – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Thursday, 9 Nov 1972 p 6 – Right: Obituary of his brother Hayden Hopper (he is CREAL not GREAL) – 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 9 Feb 1938 p 9 
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Obituary of his sister Mildred M. Hopper Quinn – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday, 21 

Jun 1974 p 7 
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Obituary of his sister Margaret Vaughn Hopper Farmer – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 7 

Jan 1992 p 11 
 

 
Obituary of brother Clifford William Hopper – “Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Monday, 8 Nov 1971 
p 3 
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Obituary of his father Charles William Hopper – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday, 

18 Feb 1950 p 3 
 

 
John Creal Hopper, brother Ira Hopper & brother-in-law “Max” Quinn (married to their sister 

Mildred) take father Charles Hopper to the “old peoples’ home” - “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily 
Tribune” 20 May 1948 p 8 
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Obituary of mother Leta King Hopper – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday, 30 Mar 1948 

p 9 
 

 
Leta King Hopper visited by her children Margaret Hopper Farmer, Ira Hopper, John Creal Hopper & 
Clifford Hopper – she died on 28 Mar 1948 – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 24 Mar 1948 p 6 
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Marriage of sister Mildred Elnora Hopper Powell – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Sunday, 16 Jun 

1929 p 16 
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That is, Mrs. Gordon Carl Nelson 
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The first marriage of daughter Dorothy Laurayne Hopper – to Gordon Carl Nelson. She later marries 

Douglas Jay Keyes – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday, 14 Jun 1946 p 10 
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Marriage of his sister Margaret Vaughn Hopper Powell to William P. Farmer on 10 Nov 1927 – 

“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 10 Nov 1927 p 15 
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The 2nd marriage of his brother Ira Milton Hopper - to Mary Halama Gerstad – “Madison (WI) Capital 

Times” 17 Dec 1947 p 14 
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Veteran tombstone application 
 

 
Not pictured at Find A Grave website, but available at BillionGraves.com -

https://billiongraves.com/grave/John-C-Hopper/11071741  
 

 
 
Name: John Creal Hopper 
Name variations:  Creal Hopper (his usual form of his name) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. C (1938 NTSA, 2nd Supply Train, Co. F) - corporal 
Serial number:  251,803 
Entered service from: Coloma, Waushara WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John C. Hopper 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father G.W. Hopper, Coloma WI   
Returned from war on:  "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John C. Hopper 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  C. [crossed off] William Hopper, Coloma WI (cpl, Co. F, 2nd 
Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Creal Hopper - b. 26 Feb 1896 Coloma, Waushara WI; 
res: Coloma, Waushara WI. Single. Farming for myself at Coloma WI. Medium height & build. 

https://billiongraves.com/grave/John-C-Hopper/11071741
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 National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 1939 NTSA: 861 Gartner St., Beloit WI - 1955 
WI Survivors: Box 684, Beloit WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Creal Hopper - b. 26 Feb 1896 Coloma WI; res: 861 
Gartner Ct., Beloit, Rock WI. NOK Mrs. Max Quinn, Marquette St., Madison WI [his sister
 Mildred]. Employed at Fairbanks, Morse & Co., Beloit, Rock WI. Height: 5’7” – 130 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 19 Aug 1919 
Address:  Coloma WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 26 Feb 1896 Coloma, Waushara WI  
Died: 20 Oct 1962 Madison, Dane WI (in Madison hospital, after brief illness)  
Find A Grave record:  150017424 – presence on Tuscania noted in obituary, but says Tuscania sank 
in Wales; flower adds correct data  
Burial location: Beloit, Rock WI 
Cemetery:  Eastlawn 
Tombstone:  buried as J. Creal Hopper - tombstone app: veteran flat: Wisconsin Cpl (Sgt crossed 
off), Co. F, 2 Supply TR MTC 2 Div 
 
Father:  Charles William Hopper, 27 Jul 1868 WI – 16 Feb 1950 Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. Son of 
William Hopper & Lucy Elnora Haskins. His obituary in the “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 
18 Feb 1950 p 3 is copied above. Died at age 81 in a Fond du Lac WI hospital, having lived in 
Madison WI 1927-1940. Was employed by the Dane County Highway Commission. – In May 1948, 
his sons John Creal & Ira and his son-in-law Max Quinn [married to his daughter Mildred] took him 
to a nursing home in Friendship WI. Funeral at the Methodist Church, Coloma WI. Buried in White 
Cemetery, Coloma, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave: 136333627   
 
Mother:  Leta King Hopper, 1870 WI – 29 Mar 1948 Wild Rose, Waushara WI. Daughter of Joel T. King 
& Mary Rhoda Wheeler. Her obituary in the “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday, 29 Mar 1948 p 2 
said she died today at age 77 in a Wild Rose WI hospital. Formerly of 2302 Center Ave., Madison WI, 
now a resident of Coloma. The “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday, 30 Mar 1948 p 9 
said she died on Monday morning in the Wild Rose WI hospital after an illness of several weeks, 
having suffered several strokes.  All her 5 children – Margaret Farmer, Ira, Mildred Quinn, Creal, 
Clifford – had visited her when she was critically ill in the Wild Rose hospital. (“Wisconsin Rapids 
Daily Tribune” 24 Mar 1948 p 6), 
Find A Grave:  136333640 
Parents’ marriage:  8 Mar 1891 Waushara Co. WI 
 
Spouse: Kathryn Mae Wilson Hopper, 14 Oct 1892 Hancock, Waushara WI – 7 Nov 1972 Beloit, 
Rock WI. Daughter of Amos Henry Wilson & Mary E. Getman. Her obituary in the “Wisconsin State 
Journal” (Madison WI) Thursday, 9 Nov 1972 p 6 is copied above. Died in a Beloit WI hospital after a 
long illness. Past commander of the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary. Buried in Eastlawn 
Cemetery, Beloit, Rock WI.   
Spouse Find A Grave:  159608631 
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Marriage: 1 Mar 1920 Oxford, Marquette WI 
 
Children: 

• Edwin Thornton Hopper, 19 Jan 1921 Nekoosa, Wood WI – 9 Dec 1986 Beloit, Rock WI. 
Husband of Helen M. Chase (1924-1959, F: 159608679). Buried in Eastlawn Cemetery, 
Beloit, Rock WI. F: 159608655 

• Duane Creal Hopper, 24 Sep 1923 Janesville, Rock WI – 5 Mar 1983 [Find A Grave says 
1982] Beloit, Rock WI. Buried in Eastlawn Cemetery, Beloit, Rock WI. F: 186040584 

• Dorothy Laurayne/Loraine Hopper Nelson Keyes, 13 Oct 1925 Beloit, Rock WI – 23 Dec 
1995. Birth: “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 20 Oct 1925 p 7 – Mr. & Mrs. J.C. Hopper, 
formerly of Nekoosa, now of Beloit, announce the birth of daughter Dorothy Loraine on 13 
Oct 1925. – She attended the University of Illinois at Champaign IL. - The “Madison (WI) 
Capital Times” 14 Jun 1946 p 10 reports the marriage of Dorothy Laurayne Hopper, 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. J.C. Hopper, Beloit WI, to Gordon Carl Nelson, son of Carl E. Nelson 
(Rockford IL) in the Methodist Church parsonage in Beloit WI on Saturday, 8 Jun 1946. Her 
brother Duane Hopper was the best man. -  Married in 1960 to Douglas Jay Keyes (1929-
2012). Buried in Sauk City Cemetery, Sauk City, Sauk Co. WI. F: 144612416 

 
Siblings:  

• Ira Milton Hopper, 8 Mar 1892 Coloma, Waushara Co. WI – 11 Jun 1965 Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. Married to Augusta Marie Hermann (1892-1945, F: 86448795), daughter of 
Charles Hermann & Wilhelmina Jung. She had previously been married to Daniel Edward 
Grady (1889-1930, F; 105344918, obituary “Wisconsin State Journal” [Madison WI] 9 Mar 
1930 p 1), by whom she had children Daniel Charles Grady (1915-2003, F: 32169670) & 
Mary Alice Grady (later Mrs. Norman Woodrow Niebuhr, 1920-2016, F: 169671778). - 
Second marriage: On 8 Dec 1947 in Rockford, Winnebago IL, he married Mary Halama, 
earlier married to a Gerstad. “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 17 Dec 1947 p 6 – 
Miss Mary Gerstad, 2661 Milwaukee St., married Ira Hopper, 533 W. Washington Ave. on 8 
Dec 1947 in Rockford IL. Out-of-town guests included Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hopper. The 
couple will visit his parents in Coloma for a week. - Marital troubles: “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) 
Daily Tribune” 15 Jan 1951 p 9 – Ira Hopper, 58, of Pittsville, was arraigned in justice court 
on the complaint of his wife, charging disorderly conduct in Rock township. [Two days later, 
the situation escalates to violence. Ira paid $5 & costs when he appeared on 15 Jan 1951.] 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 29 Jan 1951 p 1 – in a preliminary hearing, John 
Halama, age 28, of Marshfield WI, was bound over to circuit court. Ira Hopper, age 58, 
Pittsville WI, testified that on 13 Jan 1951 in Rock township Halama, brother of Ira’s 
estranged wife, attacked him with a knife. The wound required 3 stitches behind Ira’s right 
ear. Hopper was trying to remove his clothing from his house. Mrs. Hopper thought he 
shouldn’t take the clothing, furniture & dishes & stood in the doorway to block him. He hit 
her over the head, then her brother grabbed Ira by the neck. Sister & brother claim her 
brother had no knife in his hand Resolution: “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 22 Mar 1951 p 
18 – After analyzing blood evidence, it appeared that the cut on Ira’s neck was made by a 
coffee can cover, which somehow got involved in the fight between the brothers-in-law. – 
Divorce: “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Monday 19 Mar 1951 p 8 – an absolute 
divorce was decreed in district court Saturday for Mary Hopper, town of Rock, from Ira 
Hopper, town of Cary. A property settlement was made. The couple married in Rockford IL 
on 2 Dec 1947. -  Died of a cerebral vascular accident. Retired service station attendant. He 
is buried with Auguste in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 86448796 
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• Mildred Elnora (“Peg”) Hopper Powell Quinn, 27 Aug 1894 Waushara Co. WI – 20 Jun 1974 
Madison, Dane WI. First married to Burleigh Roy Powell (1892-1929, F:136557834). They 
seem to have been married in Iowa, although records were not accessible online. Burleigh 
(“Dwight”) Powell was the son of John Henry Powell & Elizabeth Catherine Rittenhouse. On 
his 1917 WWI draft card, Burleigh notes he is married with 1 child. In the 1920 census for 
Richfield township, Adams WI, Dwight Powell (29 WI) lives with wife Mildred (26 WI) & 
daughters Evelyn (7 WI) & Alma (2 WI). He is a farmer - “Portage (WI) Daily Register” 15 Jan 
1923 p 1 – Burleigh R. Powell, who was ill in a sanatarium at Battle Creek MI became 
violently insane on his way home. He was examined by 2 doctors in Portage WI & 
committed to the state Hospital for the Insane at Mendota by County Judge A.F. Kellogg. 
They had 2 daughters: Evelyn Grace Powell (1913-1997, Mrs. Wilbur Fredric Caldwell) & 
Alma Elizabeth Powell (1917-1992, surname Minch as of Dec 1943 & wife of Robert 
Archelaus Anderson, with Social Security recording name change in Jun 1993. Burleigh 
drowned AFTER Mildred had remarried, although his death notice does not indicate this. 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday, 24 Aug 1929 p 1 – Burleigh Powell, age 37, 
of Richfield township, Adams Co. WI drowned at 2:30 p.m. yesterday while fishing in the 
mill pond at Wyocena. Survived by his wife, 2 children & his parents. -   - Wife of Mark 
Vincent (“Max”) Quinn (1889-1956, F: 169058013). As “Miss Mildred Elnora Powell,” 
daughter of C.W. Hopper, of 321 Moulten Ct., Madison WI, she married Mark Vincent 
Quinn, 1217 E. Dayton St., Madison WI, son of James Quinn, at St. Raphael’s Church, 
Madison, on 13 Jun 1929. - Her obituary in the “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 
Friday, 21 Jun 1974 p 7 copied above. She died in a Madison WI nursing home. Buried in 
Resurrection Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 169058016 

• Hayden Hopper, 17 Feb 1901 WI – 9 Feb 1938 Madison, Dane WI. His obituary in the 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI 9 Feb 1938 p 9 is copied above. He died at his 
parents’ home (2302 Center Ave. Madison WI) after a long illness. Funeral was held at the 
Methodist Church in Coloma WI. Buried in White Cemetery, Coloma, Waushara WI. F: 
136333647 

• Clifford William Hopper, 5 Feb 1903 Coloma, Waushara WI – 5 Nov 1971 Waukesha Co. WI. 
His obituary in the “Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Monday, 8 Nov 1971 p 3 copied above. 
Resident of W278-N2336 Edgewood Dr., Pewaukee WI. Died at the Waukesha County 
Home after a long illness. Retired stock clerk with the Engine Power Co. Inc., Milwaukee WI. 
Survived by a son & 2 daughters. - Husband of Thelma M. Roberts (1906-1957, F: 77994864) 
whom he married in 1926. Thelma was the daughter of James R. Roberts (1876-1950, F: 
78002863) & Dora Beals (F: 78002831). Clifford, Thelma & her parents are buried in 
Newchester Cemetery, Grand Marsh, Adams WI. F: 77995908 

• Margaret Vaughn Hopper Farmer, 23 Dec 1904 WI – 4 Jan 1992 Madison, Dane WI. Wife of 
William Philip Farmer (1894-1974), whom she married in Nov 1927. “Wisconsin State 
Journal” (Madison WI) 4 Nov 1927 p 15 – approaching marriage of Miss Margaret V. Hopper, 
Madison WI, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. C.W. Hopper of Coloma, to William P. Farmer, Madison 
WI. Wedding description appears in “Wisconsin State Journal” 10 Nov 1927 p 15. The 
couple married at the Catholic Church parsonage in Blanchardville WI. Her obituary in the 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday, 7 Jan 1992 p 11 copied above. Died in a 
Madison WI hospital. Lifelong Madison WI resident. Survived by son Philip. Buried in Forest 
Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 86426488 

 
Notes: 
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Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
The day the Tuscania sank – 5 Feb 1918 – was his brother Clifford Hopper’s 15th birthday. 
 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the Tuscania survivors, J.C. Hopper of 
Coloma. 
 
"Stevens Point (WI) Journal" 5 Mar 1918 p 1 - in a letter (which soldiers were urged to write before 
sailing), Joseph E. Parkin asks that his mother let Creal Hopper's parents know that they arrived 
safely & enjoyed the trip over!   
 
Post-war: 
 
His parents Charles & Leta celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in Coloma, Waushara WI on 8 
Mar 1941 at their home in Coloma. They were joined by their 5 children & 8 grandchildren for a 
family dinner at noon & an open house from 2 to 5 p.m., followed by an evening reception & 
program at the I.O.O.F. Hall.  The couple married at Coloma & lived there for all of their 50 years of 
marriage. Their children are Ira Hopper, Mrs. Max [Mildred] Quinn, Clifford Hopper (Madison WI), 
Mrs. William Farmer [Margaret (Madison WI) & Creal Hopper (Beloit WI). Their son Hayden died in 
1938. 
 
Elected president of the National Tuscania Survivors Association in Feb 1942. The annual 
convention was held in Beloit WI (John’s home) in Feb 1943. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) 22 Oct 1962 p 19 - J. Creal Hopper, age 66, of Wild Rose WI. 
Salesman for the Central Petroleum Oil Co. Died Saturday, 20 Oct 1962 in a Madison WI hospital 
after a brief illness. Born in Coloma WI in 1896. Lived in Beloit many years. Moved to Wild Rose in 
1955. WWI Army veteran, Tuscania survivor, which sank off coast of Wales in 1917 (wrong place & 
date). Survived by wife Kathryn, daughter Mrs. Dorothy Keyes (Rockford IL), 2 sons: Edwin (Beloit 
WI) & Duane (Fremont WI), 2 sisters: Mrs. Mildred Quinn (3102 Lindberg St., Madison WI) & Mrs. 
William Farmer (5114 Marathon Dr., Madison WI), 2 brothers: Ira & Clifford (both of Milwaukee WI). 
Funeral 25 Oct 1962, with burial in East Lawn Cemetery (Beloit WI). 
 
Social Security number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Coloma, Waushara WI 
C. William Hopper, 31 WI, Jul 1868, father b. IL, mother b. NY, married 9 years, farmer 
Seta [indexed as, but likely Leta], 29 WI, Jul 1870, father b. NY, mother b. OH, gave birth to 3 
children, 3 are living 
Ira, 8 WI, May 1892, at school 
Mildred, 6 WI, Aug 1893, at school 
Creal, 4 WI, Feb 1896 
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& Charles William’s brother: George W. Hopper, 19 Wi, Oct 1881, farm laborer 
 
1905 WI state census – Coloma, Waushara WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
Charles W. Hopper, 36 WI, father b. PA, mother b. NY, farmer 
Leta, 34 WI, father b. NY, mother b. OH, house work 
Ira M., 13 WI 
Mildred E., 11 WI 
John C., 9 WI 
Hauden T., 4 WI 
Clifford W., 2 WI 
Margaret V., 6 months WI 
 
1910 Coloma, Waushara WI 
Charles Hopper, 40 WI, father b. NY, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, farmer, 
general farm 
Leta, 38 WI, parents b. WI, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Ira M., 18 WI, farm laborer, home farm 
Mildred E., 16 WI 
John C., 14 WI 
Hayden T., 9 WI 
Clifford W., 7 WI 
Marguerite V., 5 WI 
 
1920 Coloma, Waushara WI 
Charles W. [indexed as N.] Hopper, 51 Wi, father b. IL, mother b. NY, farmer, general farming 
Leta, 49 WI, father b. NY, mother b. OH 
John C., 23 WI, mechanic, garage 
Hayden T., 18 Wi, farm hand, at home 
Clifford V., 16 WI 
Margaret V., 15 Wi 
 
1930 Beloit, Rock WI – Indexed as HAPPER 
J. Creal Hopper, 34 WI, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, machine operator, gas engine shop, 
WWI veteran 
Kathryn, 37 WI, father b. WI, mother b. NY, age 27 at 1st marriage 
Edwin, 9 WI 
Duane, 6 WI 
Dorothy, 4 WI 
 
1940 Beloit, Rock WI – same place in 1935 
J. Ceral [sic] Hopper, 43 WI, lathe machinist, aerial engine factory 
Kathryn, 46 WI 
Edwin, 19 WI 
Duana [sic/Duane], 16 WI 
Dorthory [sic/Dorothy], 14 WI 
 
 


