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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TUSCANia 

 

Holmes, Elmer E. 
1892 PA – 1971 PA 

 
 

 
Elmer E. Holmes – from Find A Grave 194021640 
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“American Legion Monthly” vol. 19 no. 5 Nov 1935 page 35-36 -   

file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/americanlegionmo195amer.pdf 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BiosHistory/MemBio.cfm?ID=1932&body=H 
 
 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BiosHistory/MemBio.cfm?ID=1932&body=H


5 
 

 

 
https://www.house.state.pa.us/BMC/Bios/PDF/1932.PDF 

 

 
“Mauch Chunk (PA) Times-News” 30 Oct 1942 p 7 

https://www.house.state.pa.us/BMC/Bios/PDF/1932.PDF
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” Thursday 26 May 1921 p 3 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 2 Feb 1968 p 13 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” 8 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 
“Philadelphia (PA Inquirer” 10 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
Floyd Price, the other Lansford PA man aboard Tuscania, sent a letter to William McGorry & 

obviously a photograph of him & Elmer Holmes – “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” 29 Mar 1918 p 2 

 
Floyd Price & Elmer Holmes come home – “Pottsville (PA) Republican” 17 Mar 1919 p 2 
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Captain Wilhelm Meyer did not attend (Adolph Hitler didn’t think that was a good idea) – “Pottsville 

(PA) Republican” 17 Jan 1933 p 9 
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Christmas card exchange between Holmes & UB-77 Captain Meyer – “Mauch Chunk (PA) Times-

News” 30 Jan 1940 p 1 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 5 Feb 1943 p 32 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 14 Dec 1971 p 34 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican-Herald” Tuesday, 14 Dec 1971 p 2 
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Cambodian leader Lon Nol had taken power in a coup against the monarchy, set up the Khmer 
Republic, then fled Cambodia when the Khmer Rouge took power in a 1970 coup. He spent some 

time in Hawaii afterwards.  “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 23 May 1971 p 28 
 

        
Left: Obituary of sister Rebecca Marian Holmes Mitchell – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday, 
31 May 1941 p 19 – right: obituary of brother William Victor Holmes – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 

22 Dec 1938 p 7 
 

 
Obituary of sister Margaret Alice Holmes Sharpe – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 17 Jun 1957 p 8 
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Left: Obituary of brother Richard Boyd Holmes – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 19 Feb 1936 p 20 – 
Right: Obituary of sister Kathryn Holmes Mulderick – “Wilmington (DE) Morning News” 24 Sep 1975 
p 28 
 

 
Obituary of wife Esther Caldwell Holmes - “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 13 Apr 1949 p 32 
 

 
“Hazleton (PA) Standard-Speaker” 20 Apr 1933 p 8 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” Sunday 24 Apr 2016 p A14 
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Engagement of son Robert Albert Holmes to Gwendolyn Rae Holton – “Allentown (PA) Morning 

Call” 14 Apr 1958 p 8 
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His daughter Mary Jane Holmes Gomes & husband Paul – “Miami (FL) Herald” 16 Mar 1976 p 133 
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“Naples (FL) Daily News” 26 May 1974 p 4 
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From the Find A Grave record of his son, Robert Albert Holmes - #87979210 
    
Name:  Elmer E. Holmes 
Name variations: Birth name was James Elmer Holmes. When asked for his middle initial, he’d 
write an "E" but it stood for Elmer. 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,984 
Entered service from: Lansford, Carbon PA 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Elmer E. Holmes 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Anna Holmes, 400 W. Berch (also Bertch) St., Lansford PA 
Returned from war on:  "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: as Elmer E. Holmes (Fold3 indexed as Egbert M. Holmes, but Elmer E. - 
could be read as M. - Holmes on original form) 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Hannah Holmes, 400 W. Bertson [Bertsch] St., 
Lansford PA (cpl, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Elmer E. Holmes - b. 15 May 1892 Seek PA; res: 400 Bertsch 
Ave, Lansford PA.  Single. Merchant for self in Lansford PA. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 313 W. Ridge St., Lansford PA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Elmer --- Holmes - b. 15 May 1892 Seek  PA; res: 313 W. 
Ridge St., Lansford, Carbon PA. NOK Mrs. Esther Holmes, same address. Employed at Scranton 
Dental, 310 (Ardmore?), Scranton PA. Height: 5’3” – 137 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 22 Nov 1917 
Discharged 19 Mar 1919 
Address:  313 W. Ridge St., Lansford PA 
Rank/unit:  private, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 15 May 1892 Seek, Schuylkill PA (obituary: Coaldale, Schuylkill PA)  
Died: 13 Dec 1971 Lansford (or Palmerton), Carbon PA (obituary: died in Pottsville Hospital - 
Pottsville is in Schuylkill Co. PA)     
Find A Grave record:  194021640 – photo – presence on Tuscania noted in flower   
Burial location: Tamaqua, Schuylkill PA 
Cemetery:  Odd Fellows 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Eugene Holmes, 20 Jun 1853 Summit Hill, Carbon PA – 29 Jan 1926 Lansford, Carbon 
PA. Son of Adley Holmes & Rebecca R. Scott. Buried in Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, 
Summit Hill, Carbon PA.  
Find A Grave:  113721685 
 
Mother:  Hannah Gallagher Holmes, 1 Aug 1854/1855 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA – 12 Apr 1935 
Lansford, Carbon PA.  Buried in Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA.  
Find A Grave:  113721734 
Parents’ marriage:  1875 
  
Spouse:  Esther Caldwell Holmes, 22 Feb 1899 Lansford, Carbon PA – 11 Apr 1949 Coaldale, 
Schuylkill PA. Daughter of Robert Caldwell & Annie Griffith, both b. in Coaldale PA. Died in the 
Coaldale State Hospital of hypertensive cardio renal [illegible] disease. Resident of 313 W. Ridge 
St. Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Tamaqua, Schuylkill PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  206851307 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
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• Ann Holmes Mitchell, 19 Jan 1927 Lansford, Carbon PA – 17 Apr 2016 Naples, Collier FL. 
Listed as Mrs. William Mitchell of Mahanoy City PA in Dec 1971. Obituary in the “Pottsville 
(PA) Republican & Herald” Sunday, 24 Apr 2016 p A14 copied above. Married to William 
(Bill) E. Mitchell (19230-2006, F: 17926647) in 1948. He had served in the US Navy in WWII. 
Buried in Indiantown Gap National Cemetery, Annville, Lebanon PA. F: 161806663. 

• Mary Jane Holmes Gomes, 20 Dec 1937 PA -  . Listed as Mrs. Paul Gomes of Naples FL in 
Dec 1971. Articles about their houses & house fire are copied above. 

• Robert Albert (“Bob”) Holmes.  A lieutenant colonel, stationed at Army Medical Corps, 
Tripler Medical Center, Honolulu HI in Dec 1971. Was a doctor & an Army colonel, who 
sometimes treated famous people. His biography from his Find A Grave record (copied 
above) details his achievements. Husband of Gwendolyn Rae Holton, whom he married in 
1958, as found in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 14 Apr 1958 p 8. Buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington VA. F: 87979210 

 
Siblings:  James Elmer was the 2nd-youngest child. His mother reported giving birth to 12 children as 
of 1900 with 9 living – and to 12 children as of1910, with 10 living. 

• Rebecca Marian Holmes Mitchell, 23 Dec 1875 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA – 30 May 1941 
Lansford Co. PA. Wife of Robert Mitchell (b. 1873). Married 11 Nov 1896 Summit Hill, 
Carbon PA. Obituary in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 31 May 1941 p 19 copied above. 
Husband preceded her in death. Survived by daughter, 3 sons, 3 brothers & 4 sisters. Was a 
bake shop proprietor. Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Tamaqua, Schuylkill PA [same as 
brother Elmer] but not on Find A Grave as of 5 Mar 2021. 

• John H. Holmes, 3 Jun 1876 Seek, Schuylkill PA – 21 Jan 1955 North Manheim, Schuylkill PA. 
Husband of Mary A. Died of prostate cancer. Buried in Grand Army of the Republic 
Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA [where parents are buried] but not on Find A Grave as of 
5 Mar 2021. 

• Margaret Alice Holmes Sharpe, 19 Jul 1879 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA – 14 Jun 1957 Lansford, 
Carbon PA. Wife of Peter F. Sharpe (1879-1939, F: 146210325). Married 9 Jan 1909 in Jim 
Thorpe, Carbon PA. Obituary in “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 17 Jun 1957 p 8 copied 
above. Buried in St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA. F: 
146210499   

• Warren Thomas Holmes, 10 Jul 1881 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA – 26 Nov 1946 Lansford, 
Carbon PA.  Widowed in 1910 census. Married to Margaret Whiddin (1883-1972, F: 
113693525) on 23 Nov 1910 in Carbon, Westmoreland PA. Construction foreman. Died of 
prostate cancer. Buried in Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA 
[where parents & siblings are buried]. F: 151666407 

• William Victor Holmes, 8 May 1883 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA – 20 Dec 1938 Lansford, Carbon 
PA. Died of lung cancer. His obituary in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 22 Dec 1938 p 7 
copied above. Was a lampman for Greenwood Colliery L N C Co. since 7 Oct 1938 (47 
years). Married Lizzie York on 14 May 1907 in Jim Thorpe, Carbon PA. Buried in St. Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA [where sister Margaret is buried] but 
not on Find A Grave as of 5 Mar 2021.  

• Richard Boyd Holmes, 1 Apr 1885 PA – 18 Feb 1936 Palmerton, Carbon PA. Husband of 
Elizabeth Day (1889-1950) whom he married 20 Sep 1912 in Carbon, Westmoreland PA. His 
obituary in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 15 Jul 1950 p 15 copied above. Janitor; died of 
apoplexy. Buried in the Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA 
[where parents & siblings are buried] but not on Find A Grave as of 5 Mar 2021. 
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• Kathryn (Kate) Holmes Muldine Mulderick, Jul 1887 [1886 in 1900 census] PA – 22 Sep 1975 
Bethesda MD (Wildwood Nursing Home). Resident of Washington DC in Dec 1971.  Had 
sons Frank Muldine [ca. 1911], John Muldine [ca. 1912] & Elmer Cornelius Muldine (7 Dec 
1917 PA – 26 Sep 2001], all of whom survived her. Wife of Cornelius Mulderick [also found 
as Mulderic]. Obituary in the “Wilmington (DE) Morning News” 24 Sep 1975 p 28 copied 
above. Buried in Cathedral Cemetery, Wilmington, New Castle DE. F: 112853859 

• Dora Eveland Holmes Granger, 8 Aug 1889 Lansford, Carbon PA – 30 Mar 1971 Wilmington, 
New Castle DE. Wife of Isaac William Granger (1885-1939). Buried in Grand Army of the 
Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA. F: 113721949 

• Myrtle Holmes Doherty, 1898 PA – 27 Apr 1983. Wife of Gerald P. Doherty (1893-1972). As 
Mrs. Doherty, resident of Wilmington DE in Dec 1971. Buried in Cathedral Cemetery, 
Wilmington, New Castle DE. F: 109837204 

 
Notes: 
 
Graduate of Temple University. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
              
"Philadelphia Inquirer" 10 Feb 1918 p 7 - Elmer E. Holmes & Floyd Price of Lansford safe, Lansford 
(population 10,000) has 800 in service, 700 of them volunteers  
 
"Allentown (PA) Morning Call" 11 Feb 1918 p 5 - rejoicing in Panther Creek Valley when Mrs. Robert 
Mitchell rec'd a telegram from her brother, Elmer Holmes: "Price and myself safe. Elmer Holmes." 
[Floyd Price & Elmer from Lansford PA]  
 
Post-war: 
 
member of Last Man's Club 
 
PA state legislator for Carbon County PA (Republican), 1943-1944 
 
 
Obituary:  
 
"Allentown [PA] Morning Call" 14 Dec 1971 p34 - age 79, resident of 313 W. Ridge St., Lansford PA. 
Former Carbon Co. representative in state legislature (1 term, 1933-34), deputy sheriff, State Public 
Utility Commission employee, dental supply salesman until 1960 retirement. Tuscania survivor, 
picked up by destroyer. Born Coaldale PA, son of John E. & Hannah (Gallagher) Holmes. His wife 
Esther (Caldwell) d. 1949. Survived by 2 daughters, son, 2 sisters 
 
Social Security number: 171-01-4386 
 
 
Censuses: 
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1900 Lansford, Carbon PA – 282 Abbott St. 
John Holmes, 47 PA, Jun 1852, parents b. Ireland, married 25 years, teamster 
Hannah, 45 PA, Aug 1854, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 12 children, 9 are living 
John H., 24 PA, Jun 1875, mine laborer 
Alice, 21 PA, Jul 1873 
Narn [Warren], 19 PA, May 1881, day laborer 
Richard, 15 PA, Oct 1884, day laborer 
Kate, 13 PA, Jul 1886, at school 
Dora, 11 PA, Aug 1888, at school 
Elmer, 8 PA, May 1892, at school 
Myrtle, 2 PA, Mar 1898 
[all the children are single] 
 
1910 Lansford, Carbon PA – 400 W. Bertsch St. 
John Holmer [Holmes], 56 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 34 years, engineer, coal 
mine 
Hannah, 54 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 12 children, 10 are living 
Warren, 28 PA, widowed, electrician, electric power house 
Richard, 25 PA, electrician, electric light company 
Elmer, 17 PA, salesman, dry goods 
Myrtle, 12 PA 
 
1920 Lansford, Carbon PA – 400 W. Bertsch St. 
Robert Mitchell, 46 PA, parents b. Scotland, proprietor, bakery 
Rebecca Mitchell, 42 PA, parents b. PA [wife] [Elmer’s sister Rebecca] 
John Mitchell, 22 PA, parents b. PA, baker, bakery [son] 
Elmer Holmes, 27 PA, parents b. PA, single, proprietor, bakery [brother-in-law] 
Alice Holmes, 20 PA, parents b. PA, baker, bakery [sister-in-law] 
Robert Holmes, 17 PA, parents b. PA, baker, bakery [brother-in-law] 
Warren, 12 PA, parents b. PA 
 
1930 Lansford, Carbon PA – 313 W. Ridge St.  
Elmer Holmes, 38 PA, parents b. PA, age 30 at 1st marriage, salesman, dental firm, WWI veteran 
Ester, 31 PA, parents b. PA, age 23 at 1st marriage, 
Anna, 3 PA 
 
1940 Lansford, Carbon PA – 313 W. Ridge – in same house in 1935 
Annie Caldwell, 71 PA, widow [head of household] 
Elmer Holmes, 41 PA, investigator, county poor house [son-in-law] 
Esther, 41 PA [daughter] 
Anne, 13 PA [granddaughter] 
Robert, 6 PA [grandson] 
Mary Jane, 2 PA [granddaughter] 
 


