DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data.
Please returnto Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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Holmes, Elmer E.
1892 PA-1971 PA

Elmer E. Holmes - from Find A Grave 194021640



OU’LL agree with me that

mention of the Air Service
usually brings to mind a picture of
an immaculately uniformed officer,
proudly wearing his distinctive
badge of wings on his left breast.
That goes for the war period and
also for the present. Probably
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that’s because we ordinary vets have never seen fliers in dun-
garees working on their ships.
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Catastrophes, however, alter matters. It would be hard to
believe that the group pictured on this page is composed of men
of the Air Service, until we learn that they were survivors of one
ot the major transport casualties while our troops were being
shipped over to the A. E. F. Their outfit, the 158th Aero Squad-
ron, was among the 2,179 soldiers aboard the British ship 7T'us-
cania which was being used to transport American troops when
she was torpedoed on February 5, 1918. Through the timely
and heroic action of the officers and crews of three British de-
stroyers, the loss of life was restricted to 230 men.

The snapshot we reproduce was loaned to us by Legionnaire
Elmer E. Holmes of Lansford, Pennsylvania, with this letter:

“The pictare I am sending was taken in Camp Morn Hill, just
outside of Winchester, England, in March, 1918, and shows a
bunch of men of the 158th Aero Squadron, survivors of the S. S.
Tuscania torpedoed February 5, 1018, off the coast of Ireland.

“We set sail for France on January 23d on the Tuscania in a
convoy of seventeen ships. Our squadron of 150 men lost 18.
The survivors landed in Ireland, Scotland and England. This
happy-looking gang had just been reunited at Camp Morn Hill

Lacking the usual natty appearance of Air Corps men, these men are neverthe-
less of the 158th Aero Squadron. Here we see them at Camp Morn Hill, England,
in the makeshift military-civilian garments they donned after their transport,
the Tuscania, was torpedoed off the coast of Ireland on February 5, 1918



“You will note there is a varied assortment of uniforms—
English sailor suits supplied by the sailors of the sub-chasers
that picked us up, mixed with English civilian clothes and Ameri-
can uniforms. I have lost contact with these men and would
certainly like to hear from those fellows still answering

roll call.”

For the information of Holmes and other survivors of this
transport, we want to report that the National Tuscania Survi-
vors Association was organized some years ago and each year on
the anniversary of the torpedoing of the ship, February sth, a
reunion and memorial service are held. Paul L. Stewart of 132
Third Street, Baraboo, Wisconsin, is secretary. 6

“American Legion Monthly” vol. 19 no. 5 Nov 1935 page 35-36 -
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/americanlegionmo195amer.pdf
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Biography

05/15/1892 - 12/13/1971

Position District Party

Republican

Carbon

HOLMES, Elmer E., a Representative from Carbon County; born May 15, 1892 in Seek, Schuylkill County, Pa.; graduated, Temple University; corporal, 158th Aero
Squadron, "5.5. Tuscania," United States Army (1918-1919, World War 1); dental and medical supplies salesman; elected as a Republican to the Pennsylvania House
of Representatives to the 1943 term; unsuccessful campaign for reelection to the House for the 1945 term; bakery owner; died, December 13, 1971 in Pottsville,
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania; interred, Odd Fellows Cemetery, Tamaqua, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania.

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BiosHistory/MemBio.cfm?ID=1932&body=H



https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BiosHistory/MemBio.cfm?ID=1932&body=H

HOLMES, Elmer E.

HOLMES, Elmer E., a Representative from Carbon County; born May 15, 1892
in Seek, Schuylkill County, Pa.; graduated, Temple University; corporal, 158" Aero
Squadron, United States Army Air Forces (1918-1919, World War I); dental and
medical supplies salesman; elected as a Republican to the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives to the 1943 term; unsuccessful campaign for reelection to the
House in the 1944 General election; bakery owner; died, December of 1971 in
Lansford, Carbon County, Pennsylvania.

https://www.house.state.pa.us/BMC/Bios/PDF/1932.PDF

VOTE FOR HOLMES F OR REPRESENTATIVE
IN THE GENERAL
| ASSEMBLY

ELMER E. HOLMES

i
Elmer E. Holmes, of Lansford, Republican Candidate for Representative L
in the General Assembly ’
Your Vote and Influence Will Be Appreciated |

“Mauch Chunk (PA) Times-News” 30 Oct 1942 p 7


https://www.house.state.pa.us/BMC/Bios/PDF/1932.PDF

WEDDING BELLS. i

Caldwell-Holmes, '

Miss Elizabeth F. Caldwell and El-
mer E, Holmes, of Tamaqua, were
married in the Welsh (Mv;kpnuonnl
obu by the Rev. G. H ver, pas-
the English Confgregational

church Miss ‘Alice Mitchell and T.
Russel Caldwell were the attendants.

“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald ” Thursday 26 May 1921 p 3
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. Hoboken, N. J., on Jan. 25, 1918,
¢ until it was sunk within sight of
the Scotland coast.

| It also contains a map show-
ying the Tuscania's position in
¢ the convoy and a variety of pic-
.|tures, including several of the
| \troopship and others in the con-
y/voy, a map showing the exact
./point of the sinking and
v graphs of the German mar-
ine; burial services for the vic-
(tims and a monument erected
by the U. S. Government near
Islay, Scotland, in memory of
those who perished,

The account also contains
some excerpts from the log of
the submarine UB-77, which
was commanded by Li. Capt
Wilhelm Meyer, The submarine
left Borkum, Germany, Jan, 29
and arrived in the North Chan-
nel off the north coast of Ire.
land Feb. 5.

This is the troopship Tuscania, sun

The shows Capt. Meyer
spotted the approaching convoy
at 4:50 pm. and cruised with
the ships for more than an hour
to obtain the speed and course
of the convoy. It also said his
target was the Tuscania ande
(that after locating the troop car-
{rier, decided at 6:05 p.m. 1o
attack. |

At 6:40 p.m., according to the
submarine’s log, the first tor-|
pedo was fired, and immediate.|
(ly thereafter a second torpedo
was released from 1,200 meters%
10 seconds later a very violent|
explosion was felt and told us|
we had hit the target,” Capt
Meyer wrote in the log.

The first torpedo hit between
the engine room and stoke hole
lon the starboard side, killing
the crew on duty and causing|
the Tuscania to heel over 810
degrees and swing to starboard.
The second torpedo missed. |

The word to abandon ship was|
isounded at 8:40 pm. and an
hour later the liner slip be-
loww the surface, the historical
account related.

The German submarine es-|
caped and returned to Bremer-
haven, Germany, on Feb. 21|
with one transport to its credit.|

Other details in the booklet in-
clude comments by personnel of |
the British destroyers that|
picked up survivors, the helms-
men aboard the submarine and
of some of the crew of the Tus-
cania.

——
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The historical account con-
cludes with a detailed report on
funeral services for some of the
victims whose bodies were
found later washed ashore.

- e 4
= .

k by German U-Boat 77.

“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 2 Feb 1968 p 13
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Lansford Man Reported Lost.

A report gained circulation todav
to the effect that Elmer Holmes, a
well known Lansford boy, and a
'member of the 158th Aero Squadron,
wias on the torpedoed Tuscania. The
report says he is among the missing.
‘He Is well known in this region.

“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” 8 Feb 1918 p 6

, Panther Creek Soldier Safe
| Speeial to The Inquirer.,

' TAMAQUA, Pa., Feb. 9. —There was,
‘great rejoicing throughout the Panther
Creek Valley this morning when it be- |
came known that FElmer .Holmes and
[oyd J. Price, of Lansford, attached to
the 15Sth Aero Squadron, had escaped
fromthe torpedoed Tuscania, the follow-
ing cabl having been received by
Mrs. Robert Mitchell. of Lansford, a sis-
'ter of Holmes:  “Price and mvsell safe.
' Elmer Holmes.”” As soon as the news
|was learned the American Hose Com-
'pany, of Lansford, of which the boys
!were members, held a demonstration. :

“Philadelphia (PA Inquirer” 10 Feb 1918 p 8

““] am sending vons another
which will show vou exactly how T l:g&d
ed when 1 got away from the ship, or
rather when I landed. The other fel-
low is Elmer Holmes, of Lansford. I
will havé some story to tell you when ,I
get home, and I lLope that that won’t
| be more than a couple of years.
Floyd Price, the other Lansford PA man aboard Tuscania, sent a letter to William McGorry &
obviously a photograph of him & Elmer Holmes - “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” 29 Mar 1918 p 2
Tuscania Survivors Home.
. Lloyd Price and Elmer Holmes, two
of the ambulance boys who were on the

ill-fated Tuscania, when it was sunk,
‘bave arrived at their ‘homes in Lans

ford from England.

Floyd Price & Elmer Holmes come home — “Pottsville (PA) ﬁepublican” 17Mar1919p 2
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TO ATTEND REUNION OF
TUSCANIA SURVIVORS

Elmer Holmes and Floyd Price, of
Lansford who were picked up alter
the transport ship Tuscania bad been
torpedoed by a German submarine
during the World War will attend
the 15th annual reumion of the Na-
tt'io- Tuscania Survivors Association

which will be held in Chicago on Feb. |
i4 and 5 |

Captain John M. Smith, eaptain of
the Briticsh destrover that picked up
Holmes and Price as well as Captain
Wilbellm Mery. commander of the
German U-boat 77 which sank the
Tuscania will attend the reunion.

Captain Wilhelm Meyer did not attend (Adolph Hitler didn’t think that was a good idea) — “Pottsville
(PA) Republican” 17 Jan 1933 p 9
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Christmas card exchange between Holmes & UB-77 Captain Meyer —

Received Letter From
German U-Boat Captain

Elmer E. Holmes, investigator for
the Carbon County Institution Dis-
trict is in receipt of a letter from
Dr. Meyer, U-boat captain, who sank
the American transport Tuscania off {
the Irish coast in 1918 with a loss
of 295 lives. It was signed Heil |
Hitler, followed by Dr. Meyer's sig-
nature,

The letter was in response to a
Christmas card sent to Dr. Meoyer
by Mr. Holmes. Dr. Meyer thank-
ed him for the receipt of the card
and wished him happiness in the fu-
ture. Dr. Meyver who is still in the
service, was 20 years of age when
he sank the Tuscania, which was be-
ing convoyed by 18 ships. Mr.
Holmes was in the water about an
hour when rescued by a lifeboat. |
The survivors of the Tuscania meet
yearly. They try to ereate an anti-
war sentiment. Dr. Meyver was in-
vited to the Chicago meet in 1935,
but was refused permizsion by the
German government,

The U-boat is a stealthy thing,

and regardless of convoys they sneak |

through at times and torpedo their
object of attack.

News” 30Jan 1940p 1

|

“Mauch Chunk (PA) Times-
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State Legislator
Surviveﬂ_ Sinking

Of Troopship Tuscania, Sent
to Botom 25 Years
Ago Today

State Assemblyman Elmer E
Holmes, Lanaford, Carbon county’s re-
ﬁr‘:unuun. is one of the survivors of

Tuscania, a U, 8. troop ship sunk
during World War No. 1, whose anni-
versary is bel celebrated today.

Mr. Holmes had in past years at-
tended the Tuscania Survivors Assn.
annual get-together but due to travel-
tn{ conditions and the press of nres-
ent duties he was unable to attend
this 's-convention which is being
held in Chicago today.

The Tuscania was the only U. 8

ship to leave American shores to
be the victim of a German U-boat. It
was sunk Feb. 5, 1018, off the coast
of Ireland and carried at the time of
the torpedoing 2,400 soldiers.

“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 5 Feb 1943 p 32

Elmer Holmes, Lansford,
Ex-State Representative




Eimer E. Holmes of 313 W.

Surviving are two da
Ann, wife of William E.
of Mahanoy City, and
Jane, wife of Paul Gomes

aples, Fla.;' a son, Lt. Col
Rogeﬂ A. Holmes, with
Army Medical Corps at Tripl
Medical Center, Honolulu,
waii; two sisters, Mrs. Kat
Mulderick of Wa D.C.
herty 3 Wimingion, Dely

n, , @
nine grandchildren.

Services will be at 11 am
‘Thursday in the Holmes Funer
Home, 200 E. Bertsch St., La
ford. Calling hours will be 7
P Wednesduy:

off the coast of Ireland by a
German U-boat on Feb. 5, 1918.

The ship was 2,156
American troops, 226 of whom
s wae atchd o e

was up by one
of the destroyers accompanying
the 14-ship convoy.

Born in , he was a son
of the late John E. and Hannah
(Gallagher) Holmes,

He was a member of the Eng-

lish Cnmtbml United
Church of Lansford.

He held a life membership in
the Lansford Patriotic Order of
the Sons of America and was a
50-year member of the Ameri-
can Fire Co., Lansford.

His wife, the former Esther
(Caldwell, died in 1949,

che

“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 14 Dec 1971 p 34

- s loam .
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Honolulu, Hawaii; two sisters,
Mrs. Kate (I:lul::icuk,r&f
Washington, D.C., )
wife of Gerald Doherty of
Wilmington, Del., and nine

Services will be at 11 am.
Thursday in the Holmes Funeral
Home, Lansford. Calling hours
will be 79 Wednesday.

“Pottsville (PA) Republican-Herald” Tuesday, 14 Dec 1971 p 2

Lt. Col. Robert Holmes of
the Army Medical Corps re-
turned to Hawaii after visiting
his father Elmer Holmes, a
patient in Pottsville Hospital
following major surgery. Col.
Holmes was recently credited
with his Army medical team
for the recovery from an ill-
ness of Cambodian Premier
Lon Nol in Hawaii. The Pre-
mier was a patient in Tripler
Army Hospital after suffering

a stroke.




16

Cambodian leader Lon Nol had taken power in a coup against the monarchy, set up the Khmer
Republic, then fled Cambodia when the Khmer Rouge took power in a 1970 coup. He spent some
time in Hawaii afterwards. “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 23 May 1971 p 28

'William Holmes, Lansford,
Dies After Long lliness

wmum Holmes died at hh home
W. Patterson St at
ll 15 o'clock Tuesday mcht mu s
lingering lliness.

Mrs. Rebecea Mifchell

At“hﬁ" gﬂcﬁ tn urm Val
spen eon e er Val-
Succumbs at Lansford B e ol St B G solieee
Mrs. Rebecea Mitehell, 38 Centre St cite coal fields since boyhood. Until
unuora.auuuupn.m his recent illness he had been em-
|l!mllln¢tﬂn¢ %nmmmum
The widow of Robert Mitchell, she Navigation m:n i
formerly conducted s bake shop on “'“%":m"‘”“w_
SOPRTERS: mx':"?xmmn“u Baptist dale hospital. He was returned to his
Shianoh. home & few weeks ago, and had been
Surviv re one daughter days. &”N “;:l:mau of St
A was A
| Paul 3"3-& Los Angeles, c.m- Ann's Catholic church, Lansford, and
rmmnm.mmmwm., belonged to the Holy Name soclety
Lansford; two mldml three of that parish,
brothers, John, Elmer and Surviving are his wife, Elizabeth,
Warren, Lansford; four sisters, Mrs.| and the following children: William

| Kate Mulderick, Mrs, Myrtle Dough- |
R
i Mra. P. F. Bharpe,
Overbrook.
Birietly private funeral services will u’n,'inml services conduc
be conducted Sunday at Lthe convenl- Gaturday at 9 a. ;,m e

ence of the famlly from the Holmes mmmu::w

funernl parlors, ord. Dr, John
Pounder, Lanaford, will officiate, n | |tollow in St Ann's church, Lansford,

terment will be made at the Odd Fel.

-lows cemetery, Toemaqua,

Left: Obituary of sister Rebecca Marian Holmes Mitchell - “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday,

31 May 1941 p 19 - right: obituary of brother William Victor Holmes - “Allentown (PA) Morning Call”
22Dec 1938p 7

I
]
4
3
:

Obituary of sister Margaret Alic Holmes Sharpe — “AllentoWn (PA) Morr;ing Call”17Jun 1957 p 8
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Richard Holmes
Succumbs to Ilis

Richard B, Holmes, for the 2
three years a janitor in the West Ward K at ryn '“ ck
’fxmﬁ’.lbu’:{? m‘hm jtal ?? iommlo:: h H. Mu n
the merton hospital at 630 o'c
o '1‘1’":'16 rou;; p' mdn:lued to the Mrs. Kathun H. Mulderick, 87,
oom Ch ns., € WaAS A
hlc:p‘:ux on Friday and was 51 years| |formerly of 1812 N. Lincoln St.,
0ia.

Mr. Holmes, who resides at 410 West wnmm' d‘ed umd‘y .t uu
Bertach street, Lansford, was for many Wildwood Nursing Center, Bethes-
Years a condu r on
in Lansford. He was a native o(c, Coal- d" nd“ lﬂﬂ' a Wﬂlﬂm
dale and lived in the Panther Valley The widow of Cornelius Mulder-
it ine i ace tis wite, muss-| | iCk, She had lived for the last 6
beth, nee Day, Holmes; these children, ‘:n‘.u with a son, Elmer R., of 8609

T , Boyd, James, Lols, Betty, May
an‘c??\.i;nu:lgo:uﬁm:” uIour roth- Mill Rd., Potomac, Md.

. . lm"o Ar- 1
ren and Eimer, sl of Lansford: snd She leaves two other sons, Ed
these siters Mes Alice Sharpe, Mo ward of Wilmington Manor and

scea Mitchell, Lansford; Mrs. Dor y
Grainger, Wilkes-Barre; Mrs. Kate Frank of Wilm . a sister,

Mulderick, Wilmington, Del: Mrs.| |Mprs, Gerald P. rty Jr. of Wil-
e s mta webs not com-| | mington, nine grandchildren and
pleted last night. 10 great-grandchildren.

i
Left: Obituary of brother Richard Boyd Holmes — “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 19 Feb 1936 p 20 -
Right: Obituary of sister Kathryn Holmes Mulderick — “Wilmington (DE) Morning News” 24 Sep 1975
p 28

HOLMES —Mrs, Esther C., 313 W. Ridge
St.., Lansford. April 11, 1949, Funeral 2
. m., Thursday from the Russel Holmes
uneral home. 200 E. Bertsch St.. Lans-
ford. Rev. Thomas J. Willlams officiating.
Interment Odd Fellows cemetery, Tama-
qua, Viewing 7 to 9 p. m. Wednesday at
the Hoimes funeral home. Russel Holmes.

Obituary of wife Esther Caldwell Holmes - “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 1 3‘Apr 1 949 p 32

-

“Hazleton (PA) Standard-Speaker” 20 Apr 1933 p 8
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Ann H. Mitchell
April 17, 2016

Ann H. Mitchell, 89, of
Naples, Fla., passed away
April 17 at Physicians
Regional Medical Center,
Naples.

Born Jan. 19, 1927, she was

daughter of the late Esther

d Elmer Holmes.

She grew up on Ridge
Street in Lansford, where she

ould eventually meet her

loved husband, Bill. The
two married in 1948 and
moved to State College,
here Ann played an impor-
tant part in helping her hus-
band pursue his degree from
enn State University. After

ill's graduation, the couple
moved to Mahanoy City,

here they would live for

many vears.

———— J ——

While raising her two chil-
n, Ann worked as a cross-
ing guard at Mahanoy City
unior High School and as a
receptionist at a local doctor’s
ffice. She looked forward to
spending time with family
nd friends at get-togethers
here she would always
bring her famous deviled
ggs. Ann was a true Penn
State football fan and loved to
heer for the Nittany Lions
hile sitting in the stands at
Beaver Stadium each fall.
In 1990, after Bill retired as
usic teacher and band
irector at Mahanoy Area
igh School, the couple
moved to Naples, Fla. Ann

each on Central Avenue
where they would spend their
ays on the sand and watch
the sunset, living the dream
they once shared together. In
her later years, Ann loved to

N — - s

e i - A e
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d and watch movies on the
allmark channel. She could
seen riding her bike to the
pool, where she would swim
d relax in the Florida sun-
shine.
She was preceded in death
v her husband, William E.
itchell; son, Robert B.
itchell; granddaughter,
elissa L. Mitchell; brother,
bert A. Holmes.
Ann is survived by a son,
illiam H. Mitchell, Punta
Gorda, Fla.; sister, Mary Jane
olmes Gomes, Naples, Fla.;
ieces and nephews; other
ily and friends.

Ann will be buried next to
er husband in Indiantown
Gap National Cemetery,
Annville. A private family
eremony will be held in
Florida.

Sign the guest book at
republicanherald.com

“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” Sunday 24 Apr 2016 p A14
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Beauty Queen

Medical Student,

Announce Troth

Mr. and Mrs. Clark Holton,
Wehnwood, Blair County, have
announced the engagement of
their daughter, Miss Gwendolyn
Rae, to Robert Holmes, son of El-
m:; Holmes, W, Ridge St., Lans-
ford,

The bride-elect is a student in
the University of Minnesota and|
was runnerup in the Miss Minne-|
sota beauty contest two years

ago.
Holmes, a Lansford High School
and University of Pennsylvania
aduate, attended Franklin and
arshall College and is a medi-
cal student in the Temple School
of Medicine, Philadelphia.
An August wedding is plannd.‘

Engagement of son Robert Albert Holmes to Gwendolyn Rae Holton — “Allentown (PA) Morning

Call” 14 Apr 1958 p 8
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OMN ARNOLD | Avamn

Mary Jane. Paul Gomes and Rubble of Home
v o« she found fumily heicloom clothes iron

Burned-Out Families Learn
Lessons, Ache of Starting Over
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4A_NAPLES DAILY NEWS

—--Sun., May 26. 1974

Paul Gomes Sought Solitude

" ‘Dream House’ Goes Up
| Next To Unwanted I-75

- -

rr e

revrr

e

By MARY ELLEN HAWKINS
Stall Writer

For o number of years now
there has been much concern
aboul the problems of growth
in Collier County.

But how does growth affect
the average citizen who possi-
bly hasn't paid all that much
attention to what lakes place in
governmental meelings and
who ma{ be only vaguely
aware of the coniroversies
between the opponents and
propunents of growth?

Two 'su¢h people ure Puul
Gomes and his brother-in-law,
Joe Pike,

The Gomes family lives just
off Goodlette Road away from

fence that will mark the 1-75
ﬂ‘h“d‘”}%

The thought that thelr pro-
perty may have commercial
value apparently hasn't oc-
curred to the two families,

““We're very upset,”’ sald
Mrs. Gomes. “We didn't know
thut was the route for (-75 untit
we found out by accldent.” She
sald the middle-aged Pikes had
worked all their lives toward
building their house. It is their
first and they have put all their
savings In it, she said.

Mrs. Gomes said she and her
husband had not followed news

-accounts telling the probable

location of the inlerstate high-

way.

But even I[ they had, they
still might have a problem,

Take Ray Keithley. He is in
charge of The Siale Depaurt.
ment of Transportation’s con-
struction and maintenance of-
fice here.

Keithley lives on a live-acre
tract in the same area, His
3,000 square foot house is on
the east side of the Golden Gate
Canal, while the Gomes and
Pike properties are west of the
caral.

Keithley said he thought
when he built his house that
{-75 would be located several
miles away.
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the crowded urban area of the

£, city. But when Gomes learned
* . approximately a year ago that
& condominium development

will be built near Mm, he re-
solved te move [arther east. So
ke bought six acres on 64th
Street S.W. in Unit 29 of Golden
Gate and let his brother-in-law
have half of it.

There, the two familics
thought, they wouldn’t have
ather houses oo close ta them
and Pike, who captains the
sight-seeing calamaran at
Marco Isiand, planned o grow
his own vegetabies.

The Pikes moved a trailer to
their property and are living in
it while their three-bedroom,
two-bath Michigan home is he-
ing constructed.

Receatiy, Mrs. Pike noticed
some mén driving stakes on
the Gomes property.

They told her the stakes

‘mark the right-of-way for 1-75.

A T8-foot canal easement and
342 feet along the back of
Gomes” property are wanted
for the kighway. The parcel
originaliy was 660 feet deep,
including the canal easement
and a 30-foot street easement
on the front.

“Naples (FL) Daily News” 26 May 1974 p 4

So Gomes will have a parcel
of land that is 210 feel deep
right next to 1-75. The Pike
house will be 50 feet from the
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Colonel Robert Albert Holmes MD, United States Army Retired was born on May 3, 1933 in Lansford,
Pennsylvania. Dr. Holmes passed away peacefully with his family surrounding him on Saturday,
March 31, 2011. Dr. Holmes is survived by his wife of 53 years, Gwendolyn Holton Holmes. Known
to many as "Bob", he is also survived by his daughter, Allison Ann Holmes and her husband, Patrick
Porter Stewart of Albuguerque; sons, Major Robert Clark Holmes, USAF, and his wife, Tamy Holmes
of Louisville, Kentucky and Bruce Mitchell Holmes and his wife, Rebecca Shonfeld Holmes of
Albugquerque; grandchildren, Annie Elizabeth, Owen Mitchell, Sarah Grace and Margaret Ryan
Holmes. Dr. Holmes is further survived by his sisters, Ann Mitchell and Mary Jane Gomes both of
MNaples, Florida; sister and brother-in-law, Bonnie and David Holten MD of Albuquerque; and many
nieces and nephews in Florida, Texas, and Washington. Dr. Holmes is preceded in death by his
parents, Ester Caldwell and Elmer E. Holmes. Bob graduated from Lansford High School and turmed
down an appointment to the United States Military Academy to study at the University of
Pennsylvania where he played football and earned his bachelor's degree in chemistry and zoology.
Bob received his medical degree from Temple University, in Philadelphia. Bob was a board certified
Internest. As an Army physician Dr. Holmes practiced at several United States Army hospitals all
over the world including; Germany, Hawaii, Kentucky, Texas, Maryland, Virginia, California, New
Mexico and Washington, DC. Dr. Holmes was the Chief Medical Officer of the Sandia Base Hospital,
Tripler Army Medical Center, Assistant Chief of Staff, Walter Reed Medical Center and the Director of
the Rader Clinic at Ft. Myer Virginia. During his tenure as a military physician he treated many
notable patients including First Lady Mamie Eisenhower, General Omar Bradley, General George C.
Marshall, Premier Lon Nol of Cambodia, King Hussein of Jordan and Secretary of State Alexander
Haig. However, more importantly, he honorably cared for untold soldiers, sailors, marines and
airmen returning from conflict and military service, as well as their families. Colonel Holmes was
the official doctor of the United States Senate as well as the attending physician for the National
Symphony Orchestra for both domestic and overseas travel. Among his many military decorations,
he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal, the Distinguished Service Medal and the Legion of

Merit. After retiring from the United States Army, Dr. Holmes was the Madical Affairs Director for

ARAMCO in Saudi Arabia, Vice President of Medical Affairs for Tricare, and the Medical Director of
FHP New Mexico. Bob retired after over 35 years of medicine. Services will be on Saturday, April 7,
2012 at 11:00 a.m. at French - Lomas Chapel. Bob will be interred at Arlington Mational Cemetery
with full military honors. The family requests in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Albuquergue Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (ALBUMOAA) P.O. Box 5071,
Albuquerque, NM 87185-5070 on behalf of the Wounded Warriors Project.

From the Find A Grave record of his son, Robert Albert Holmes - #87979210

Name: Elmer E. Holmes

Name variations: Birth name was James Elmer Holmes. When asked for his middle initial, he’d
write an "E" but it stood for Elmer.

Military:

On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private

Serial number: 249,984

Entered service from: Lansford, Carbon PA
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Elmer E. Holmes

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Anna Holmes, 400 W. Berch (also Bertch) St., Lansford PA
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919

Sailed on return ship as: as Elmer E. Holmes (Fold3 indexed as Egbert M. Holmes, but Elmer E. -
could be read as M. - Holmes on original form)

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Hannah Holmes, 400 W. Bertson [Bertsch] St.,
Lansford PA (cpl, 158th Aero Sq)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Elmer E. Holmes - b. 15 May 1892 Seek PA; res: 400 Bertsch
Ave, Lansford PA. Single. Merchant for self in Lansford PA. Tall & slender.

National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 313 W. Ridge St., Lansford PA

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Elmer --- Holmes - b. 15 May 1892 Seek PA;res: 313 W.
Ridge St., Lansford, Carbon PA. NOK Mrs. Esther Holmes, same address. Employed at Scranton
Dental, 310 (Ardmore?), Scranton PA. Height: 5°3” - 137 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted 22 Nov 1917

Discharged 19 Mar 1919

Address: 313 W. Ridge St., Lansford PA
Rank/unit: private, 158™ Aero Squadron

Birth & death:

Born: 15 May 1892 Seek, Schuylkill PA (obituary: Coaldale, Schuylkill PA)

Died: 13 Dec 1971 Lansford (or Palmerton), Carbon PA (obituary: died in Pottsville Hospital -
Pottsville is in Schuylkill Co. PA)

Find A Grave record: 194021640 — photo — presence on Tuscania noted in flower

Burial location: Tamaqua, Schuylkill PA

Cemetery: Odd Fellows

Tombstone:

Father: John Eugene Holmes, 20 Jun 1853 Summit Hill, Carbon PA - 29 Jan 1926 Lansford, Carbon
PA. Son of Adley Holmes & Rebecca R. Scott. Buried in Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery,
Summit Hill, Carbon PA.

Find A Grave: 113721685

Mother: Hannah Gallagher Holmes, 1 Aug 1854/1855 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA - 12 Apr 1935
Lansford, Carbon PA. Buried in Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA.
Find A Grave: 113721734

Parents’ marriage: 1875

Spouse: Esther Caldwell Holmes, 22 Feb 1899 Lansford, Carbon PA-11 Apr 1949 Coaldale,
Schuylkill PA. Daughter of Robert Caldwell & Annie Griffith, both b. in Coaldale PA. Died in the
Coaldale State Hospital of hypertensive cardio renal [illegible] disease. Resident of 313 W. Ridge
St. Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Tamaqua, Schuylkill PA.

Spouse Find A Grave: 206851307

Marriage:

Children:
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Ann Holmes Mitchell, 19 Jan 1927 Lansford, Carbon PA - 17 Apr 2016 Naples, Collier FL.
Listed as Mrs. William Mitchell of Mahanoy City PA in Dec 1971. Obituary in the “Pottsville
(PA) Republican & Herald” Sunday, 24 Apr 2016 p A14 copied above. Married to William
(Bill) E. Mitchell (19230-2006, F: 17926647) in 1948. He had served in the US Navy in WWII.
Buried in Indiantown Gap National Cemetery, Annville, Lebanon PA. F: 161806663.

Mary Jane Holmes Gomes, 20 Dec 1937 PA - . Listed as Mrs. Paul Gomes of Naples FL in
Dec 1971. Articles about their houses & house fire are copied above.

Robert Albert (“Bob”) Holmes. A lieutenant colonel, stationed at Army Medical Corps,
Tripler Medical Center, Honolulu Hl in Dec 1971. Was a doctor & an Army colonel, who
sometimes treated famous people. His biography from his Find A Grave record (copied
above) details his achievements. Husband of Gwendolyn Rae Holton, whom he married in
1958, as found in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 14 Apr 1958 p 8. Buried in Arlington
National Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington VA. F: 87979210

Siblings: James Elmer was the 2"-youngest child. His mother reported giving birth to 12 children as
of 1900 with 9 living — and to 12 children as 0of1910, with 10 living.

Rebecca Marian Holmes Mitchell, 23 Dec 1875 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA — 30 May 1941
Lansford Co. PA. Wife of Robert Mitchell (b. 1873). Married 11 Nov 1896 Summit Hill,
Carbon PA. Obituary in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 31 May 1941 p 19 copied above.
Husband preceded her in death. Survived by daughter, 3 sons, 3 brothers & 4 sisters. Was a
bake shop proprietor. Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Tamaqua, Schuylkill PA [same as
brother Elmer] but not on Find A Grave as of 5 Mar 2021.

John H. Holmes, 3 Jun 1876 Seek, Schuylkill PA — 21 Jan 1955 North Manheim, Schuylkill PA.
Husband of Mary A. Died of prostate cancer. Buried in Grand Army of the Republic
Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA [where parents are buried] but not on Find A Grave as of
5 Mar 2021.

Margaret Alice Holmes Sharpe, 19 Jul 1879 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA — 14 Jun 1957 Lansford,
Carbon PA. Wife of Peter F. Sharpe (1879-1939, F: 146210325). Married 9 Jan 1909 in Jim
Thorpe, Carbon PA. Obituary in “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 17 Jun 1957 p 8 copied
above. Buried in St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA. F:
146210499

Warren Thomas Holmes, 10 Jul 1881 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA — 26 Nov 1946 Lansford,
Carbon PA. Widowed in 1910 census. Married to Margaret Whiddin (1883-1972, F:
113693525) on 23 Nov 1910 in Carbon, Westmoreland PA. Construction foreman. Died of
prostate cancer. Buried in Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA
[where parents & siblings are buried]. F: 151666407

William Victor Holmes, 8 May 1883 Coaldale, Schuylkill PA —20 Dec 1938 Lansford, Carbon
PA. Died of lung cancer. His obituary in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 22 Dec 1938 p 7
copied above. Was a lampman for Greenwood Colliery LN C Co. since 7 Oct 1938 (47
years). Married Lizzie York on 14 May 1907 in Jim Thorpe, Carbon PA. Buried in St. Joseph’s
Roman Catholic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA [where sister Margaret is buried] but
not on Find A Grave as of 5 Mar 2021.

Richard Boyd Holmes, 1 Apr 1885 PA - 18 Feb 1936 Palmerton, Carbon PA. Husband of
Elizabeth Day (1889-1950) whom he married 20 Sep 1912 in Carbon, Westmoreland PA. His
obituary in the “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 15 Jul 1950 p 15 copied above. Janitor; died of
apoplexy. Buried in the Grand Army of the Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA
[where parents & siblings are buried] but not on Find A Grave as of 5 Mar 2021.
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e Kathryn (Kate) Holmes Muldine Mulderick, Jul 1887 [1886 in 1900 census] PA-22 Sep 1975
Bethesda MD (Wildwood Nursing Home). Resident of Washington DC in Dec 1971. Had
sons Frank Muldine [ca. 1911], John Muldine [ca. 1912] & Elmer Cornelius Muldine (7 Dec
1917 PA - 26 Sep 2001], all of whom survived her. Wife of Cornelius Mulderick [also found
as Mulderic]. Obituary in the “Wilmington (DE) Morning News” 24 Sep 1975 p 28 copied
above. Buried in Cathedral Cemetery, Wilmington, New Castle DE. F: 112853859

e DoraEveland Holmes Granger, 8 Aug 1889 Lansford, Carbon PA - 30 Mar 1971 Wilmington,
New Castle DE. Wife of Isaac William Granger (1885-1939). Buried in Grand Army of the
Republic Cemetery, Summit Hill, Carbon PA. F: 113721949

e Myrtle Holmes Doherty, 1898 PA - 27 Apr 1983. Wife of Gerald P. Doherty (1893-1972). As
Mrs. Doherty, resident of Wilmington DE in Dec 1971. Buried in Cathedral Cemetery,
Wilmington, New Castle DE. F: 109837204

Notes:

Graduate of Temple University.

Pre-war:

Wartime:

"Philadelphia Inquirer" 10 Feb 1918 p 7 - Elmer E. Holmes & Floyd Price of Lansford safe, Lansford
(population 10,000) has 800 in service, 700 of them volunteers

"Allentown (PA) Morning Call" 11 Feb 1918 p 5 - rejoicing in Panther Creek Valley when Mrs. Robert
Mitchell rec'd a telegram from her brother, Elmer Holmes: "Price and myself safe. Elmer Holmes."
[Floyd Price & Elmer from Lansford PA]

Post-war:

member of Last Man's Club

PA state legislator for Carbon County PA (Republican), 1943-1944

Obituary:

"Allentown [PA] Morning Call" 14 Dec 1971 p34 - age 79, resident of 313 W. Ridge St., Lansford PA.
Former Carbon Co. representative in state legislature (1 term, 1933-34), deputy sheriff, State Public
Utility Commission employee, dental supply salesman until 1960 retirement. Tuscania survivor,
picked up by destroyer. Born Coaldale PA, son of John E. & Hannah (Gallagher) Holmes. His wife
Esther (Caldwell) d. 1949. Survived by 2 daughters, son, 2 sisters

Social Security number: 171-01-4386

Censuses:
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1900 Lansford, Carbon PA - 282 Abbott St.

John Holmes, 47 PA, Jun 1852, parents b. Ireland, married 25 years, teamster
Hannah, 45 PA, Aug 1854, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 12 children, 9 are living
John H., 24 PA, Jun 1875, mine laborer

Alice, 21 PA, Jul 1873

Narn [Warren], 19 PA, May 1881, day laborer

Richard, 15 PA, Oct 1884, day laborer

Kate, 13 PA, Jul 1886, at school

Dora, 11 PA, Aug 1888, at school

Elmer, 8 PA, May 1892, at school

Myrtle, 2 PA, Mar 1898

[all the children are single]

1910 Lansford, Carbon PA-400 W. Bertsch St.

John Holmer [Holmes], 56 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 1 marriage, married 34 years, engineer, coal
mine

Hannah, 54 PA, parents b. Ireland, in 1 marriage, gave birth to 12 children, 10 are living

Warren, 28 PA, widowed, electrician, electric power house

Richard, 25 PA, electrician, electric light company

Elmer, 17 PA, salesman, dry goods

Myrtle, 12 PA

1920 Lansford, Carbon PA-400 W. Bertsch St.

Robert Mitchell, 46 PA, parents b. Scotland, proprietor, bakery

Rebecca Mitchell, 42 PA, parents b. PA [wife] [Elmer’s sister Rebecca]

John Mitchell, 22 PA, parents b. PA, baker, bakery [son]

Elmer Holmes, 27 PA, parents b. PA, single, proprietor, bakery [brother-in-law]
Alice Holmes, 20 PA, parents b. PA, baker, bakery [sister-in-law]

Robert Holmes, 17 PA, parents b. PA, baker, bakery [brother-in-law]

Warren, 12 PA, parents b. PA

1930 Lansford, Carbon PA-313 W. Ridge St.

Elmer Holmes, 38 PA, parents b. PA, age 30 at 1 marriage, salesman, dental firm, WWI veteran
Ester, 31 PA, parents b. PA, age 23 at 1** marriage,

Anna, 3 PA

1940 Lansford, Carbon PA-313 W. Ridge —in same house in 1935
Annie Caldwell, 71 PA, widow [head of household]

Elmer Holmes, 41 PA, investigator, county poor house [son-in-law]
Esther, 41 PA [daughter]

Anne, 13 PA [granddaughter]

Robert, 6 PA [grandson]

Mary Jane, 2 PA [granddaughter]



